
USF Executive News Summary
June 15, 2010

A Summary of top news coverage of the University of South Florida covering June 5-11, 2010

RSS  |  Feedback  |  Search

Story of the Week

The USF Executive News Summary is provided by University Communications & Marketing   n   For more stories visit USF News

Embed images

The oil spill 
Worldwide media coverage about the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill citing USF research, experts and expertise continues 
to dominate the headlines.  More than 1,060 print, TV and 
media stories ran over the past week.
 
Some of the major headlines include Gulf spill: US tests 
confirm underwater oil plumes which ran on BBC News, in 
The Associated Press and in more than 270 outlets including 
USA Today, New York Times, Reuters, Discovery News, 
CBS News, CNBC, FOX News, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, 
TIME Magazine, Yahoo News, Forbes, MSN Money, NPR, 
Los Angeles Times, The Seattle Times; BP exec: No large 
concentrations of underwater oil by the Associated Press 
which ran in more than 250 outlets including CBS News, 
ABC News, New York Times, FOX News, MSN Money, 
AOL News, Yahoo News, Forbes; Lab tests confirm un-
derwater layers of Gulf oil by the Associated Press which 
ran in more than 225 outlets including CNN International, 
United Press International, CNBC, ABC News, FOX News, 
Forbes, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Yahoo News; Crist an-
nounces loans for oil-affected businesses by The Associ-
ated Press which ran on CNBC and in more than 100 outlets 
including CBS News, ABC News, Yahoo News, Bloomberg 
BusinessWeek, Forbes, The Washington Post, Los Ange-
les Times, The Seattle Times and in the Miami Herald. 
 

Additional headlines include Some oil spill events from Friday, June 4, 2010 by the Associated Press which ran in more than 45 outlets including 
MSN, CNBC, Yahoo News, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Forbes, Las Vegas Sun, Arizona Daily Star, The Seattle Times; Fla. gov hears how spill 
hurts fishermen, tourism by the Associated Press which ran on MSN Money and in more than 40 outlets including ABC News, CNBC, CBS News, 
Yahoo News, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Forbes, Palm Beach Post, News Chief, San Francisco Examiner, Tampa Bay Business Journal; USF 
Scientists Track Spill in the Spotlight by the Associated Press which ran in the Boston Herald and in more than 35 outlets including the Houston 
Chronicle, The Miami Herald, The Lakeland Ledger, Leesville Daily Leader, San Antonio Express, Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Fickle oil spill scat-
ters threats throughout Gulf by the Associated Press which ran in more than 30 outlets including Forbes, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Jacksonville 
Daily News, The Brandon Sun, Las Vegas Sun, First Coast News; Subsurface oil may mean new challenge for cleanup by McClatchy Newspa-
pers which ran in the Lexington Herald Leader and in more than 15 outlets including The Miami Herald, Bellingham Herald, Kansas City Star, Fort 
Worth Star Telegram, Modesto Bee, Macon Telegraph; USF scientists to reveal results of lab tests taken near BP oil spill by the St. Petersburg 
Times which ran in more than 15 outlets including The Boston Herald, The Miami Herald, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, The Tampa Tribune; Next 
senator likely to play key role in oil drilling in gulf by the Sun Sentinel which ran in the St. Petersburg Times and in more than 10 outlets including the 
Colorado Springs Gazette, Belleville News Democrat, Bellingham Herald, Lexington Herald Leader; What Thad Allen told White House report-
ers Monday about the BP oil spill by McClatchy Newspapers which ran in the Bellingham Herald and in more than 5 outlets including the Anchorage 
Daily News and the Myrtle Beach Sun News.
 
Other headlines include the Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg BusinessWeek, Calgary Herald, The Vancouver Sun, San Francisco Chronicle, Lanka 
Business Online - Scientists Find Signs of Dead Zones in Sea; the New York Times - Scientist Awed by Size, Density of Undersea Oil Plume in 
Gulf; CNN - Feds give BP deadline on contingency plans for oil collection; FOX News - BP Again Changes Oil Containment Timeline; Bloomberg 
BusinessWeek and the San Francisco Chronicle - Killer Undersea Oil Plumes From BP Spill Lurk in Gulf of Mexico; The News Herald - Some Gulf 
waters reopening near Panama City Beach; the Orlando Sentinel - Oil slick moves east as wind helps guard beaches; the Bradenton Herald - BP 
starts blitz to repair image; the Wall Street Journal - Estimates of Economic Effects Hit Wide of the Mark; the New York Times - The Strange Case 
of Station 01; CBS News - How Much Oil is Really Leaking Into the Gulf?; Bloomberg BusinessWeek - Mary Landry Sees Game Changer as Oil 
Awaits Atlantic Hurricanes; the St. Petersburg Times and The Tampa Tribune - Florida universities push for $100 million research grant from BP; 
the St. Petersburg Times - Officials chastise BP for refusing to give oil sample to USF researchers; Delmarva Daily Times - UD robot scours sea for 
oil; Bloomberg BusinessWeek - Nine Questions (and Provisional Answers) About the Spill; AOL News - Exclusive: Despite Oil Spill, Gulf Seafood 
Safe and Plentiful; the Gainesville Sun, The Star-Banner, The News-Press, Santa Barbara News-Press - Florida authorities don’t routinely test 
beach waters for crude contaminants; the St. Petersburg Times and The Lakeland Ledger - Monitoring the oil spill can’t wait; the Tampa Tribune 
- Tampa attorney says upcoming battle with BP will be personal; the Orlando Sentinel - Is water at some Florida beaches toxic?; Florida Today - 
Brevard on guard for signs of oil spill; Channel 10/CBS - BP Gives High Resolution Video to Scientists but Holds Back Other Material; CBS, the 
New York Post and The Tampa Tribune - More Oily Tar Washes up on Fla., Ala. Beaches.
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A shark’s sense of smell
In a recent study published in Current Biology, researchers 
discovered that when sharks are presented with differ-
ent scents, they will turn in the direction of the first odor 
they pick up if there is a slight time delay. Eight dogfish 
sharks were captured near Cape Cod and taken to a USF 
lab where they were fitted with “headstage” gear that 
was put inside the inflow nostrils.  Tubing from the gear 
pumped in squid rinse as the odor source.  The testing 
was synchronized and found that the sharks would run to-
ward the first side which was stimulated, even if the other 
side emitted a more concentrated smell.  Co authors of 
the study Jayne Gardiner, a USF Ph.D. candidate and Jelle 
Atema from Boston University wrote, “This is the first 
conclusive evidence that under semi-natural conditions 
and without training, bilateral time differences trump odor 
concentration differences.” The story ran in more than 
35 outlets including CBS News, MSNBC, Yahoo News, 
Popular Mechanics, PhysOrg.com, Top News, Daily 
News & Analysis, Science Daily and Daily Mail.
 

Caregiver fatigue

A recent study conducted by USF and the University of Alabama at Birmingham received more media coverage.  The study was cited in a 
New York Times story about the strain of caring for a disabled or sick elderly spouse.  The research team found that caregiving strain among 

spouses increased the risk of strokes by 23 percent, particularly  among husbands car-
ing for wives.  The story was also covered 
by The Gainesville Sun, The Star-Banner, 
The Lakeland Ledger and the Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune.  
 

 A new high-tech training center

The City Council recently approved the 
sale of city-owned land downtown to USF 
to construct The Center for Advanced 
Medical Learning and Simulation, a high-
tech medical training center.  The proposed 
60,000-square-foot center will be built on a 
parking lot site on Franklin Street near the 
Tampa Convention Center. The center will 

train surgeons from around the world.  USF will now assemble a team to design and build the center, 
which will include an advanced surgical skills laboratory, a simulation center and virtual hospital, an 
auditorium and a research laboratory.  The story was covered by the St. Petersburg Times, The 
Tampa Tribune and the Tampa Bay Business Journal. 

The USF Botanical Gardens

The USF Botanical Gardens has been in the news recently about vari-
ous events and activities including the 2010 Butterfly, Herb and Native 
Plant Fair held the weekend of June 12.  The Botanical Gardens was also 
the subject of recent episode of the national television program “House 
Smarts”, a 30-minute home improvement show hosted by Fred Manfredini.  Manfredini interviewed USF Botanical 
Garden Director Laurie Walker for the show, as well as gardener Kevin Slaughter who demonstrated how to con-
struct a rain barrel at home.  Click here  to view the TV segment by entering University of South Florida in the site 
search.  The Botanical Gardens was also featured on FOX 13, the Tampa Tribune and in 83 Degrees Media.
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