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Greetings,

In 2011, the Department of Child & Family Studies began producing the CFS Impact document to share 
the wide array of academic, research and training, and technical assistance activities conducted each year by our 
dedicated faculty, staff, and students. Our interdisciplinary department is committed to improving the well-
being of individuals, children, and families who need special support to resolve issues of mental health, disability, 
education, and healthy development. As you will see throughout these pages, CFS is deeply connected to our 
College of Behavioral & Community Sciences’ focus of Creating Healthy Communities. Our faculty, staff, and 
students partner with, and work in, child-serving agencies throughout the community, and take what they learn 
and help to apply it beyond our local borders throughout the state, nation, and even internationally.

All activities within CFS are aligned with USF strategic goals: having well-educated and highly skilled global citizens 
through a continuing commitment to student success; participating in high-impact research and innovation to change 
lives, improve health, and foster sustainable development and positive societal change; creating new partnerships to build a 
strong and sustainable future for Florida in the global economy; and establishing a strong and sustainable economic base in 
support of USF’s continued academic advancement.

Fiscal Year 2016 (FY16) was a busy and productive one for CFS. Our federal contract and grant awards totaled 
$16,017,674 and non-federal awards totaled $4,109,853, which accounted for 62% of the college’s total in contracts and 
grant dollars. We had a record year for faculty who traveled internationally for research and training!

In addition to our impressive and growing research portfolio, CFS continued its trajectory toward a strong academic 
department. Our academic programs have been developed and refined to support the growing demand for undergraduate 
and graduate degree levels of graduates to serve in public and non-profit agencies and schools that work with diverse 
children and adolescents experiencing developmental and behavioral health challenges and their families. Student credit 
hours (SCH), which have been tracked since 2006, show that the number of students – as well as the number of both 
undergraduate and graduate courses taught by CFS faculty – has grown. In a comparison of FY15 to FY16, the total 
increase for SCH is 61%, with an undergraduate increase of 19% and a graduate increase of 98%. These increases are 
evident across all academic offerings by CFS: Rehabilitation & Mental Health Counseling, Child & Adolescent Behavioral 
Health, and Applied Behavior Analysis. In addition, our six related graduate certificates provide students with valuable 
educational experiences in a more accessible, focused format than traditional graduate degree options. Several online options 
are now available in both graduate and graduate certificate programs.

Having been the CFS Department Chair since 2008, and a member of the department for more than 30 years, I have 
seen incredible growth and success. I am proud of the work we have done to generate hope and solutions for the complex 
issues confronting individuals, children, families, and communities through our leadership in research and evaluation, 
theory, policy, and practice innovation. I thank the entire CFS department for their contributions and look forward to 
continued success.

Mario Hernandez, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Child & Family Studies
College of Behavioral & Community Sciences
University of South Florida
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Department of Child and Family Studies

The Department of Child & Family Studies (CFS) is one of six departments and schools within 
the College of Behavioral & Community Sciences (CBCS) at the University of South Florida 
(USF). Since 1984, CFS has worked to support the development of new knowledge and 
practices through research and evaluation, theory, policy, and practice innovation.

CFS Vision
The Department of Child and Family Studies is committed to improving the well-being of 
individuals, children, and families within communities across the country through promoting 
respect, inclusion, development, achievement, mental health, and an optimum quality of life.

Academic Programs
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)

This program prepares graduates to work in a variety of fields including education, 
developmental disabilities, autism, child protective services, mental health, residential supports, 
and rehabilitation. Masters and doctoral degrees are offered, as well as an undergraduate minor 
and continuing education credits. http://aba.cbcs.usf.edu/

Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health (MSCABH) Program
This master’s program, available fully online, is designed to prepare professionals to serve in 
public and non-profit agencies and schools that work with diverse children, adolescents, and 
their families who are experiencing behavioral health challenges. Educational opportunities 
include advancement to doctoral programs in public health and the behavioral and social 
sciences. Concentrations are available in Developmental Disabilities, Leadership in Child/
Adolescent Behavioral Health, Research and Evaluation, and Youth and Behavioral Health. 
http://www.usf.edu/cbcs/cfs/academics/cabh/

Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling Program (RMHC)
This master’s program, which offers concentrations in Addictions and Substance Abuse 
Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy, trains counselors to work with individuals with 
physical, mental, emotional, and chemical disabilities. Training emphasizes the psychological, 
social, medical, and vocational aspects of disability, and also the development and refinement of 
personal adjustment counseling skills. Graduates are prepared for careers as both rehabilitation 
specialists and mental health counselors. http://rmhc.cbcs.usf.edu/

Graduate Studies in Behavioral Health Program
CBCS/CFS and the USF COPH/CFH jointly offer a specialty concentration in behavioral 
health through five graduate degree options: Master in Public Health (MPH); Master of 
Science in Public Health (MSPH); Master of Social Work/Master in Public Health Dual- 
Degree Program (MSW/MPH); Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Focus in Behavioral Health; 
and Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) Focus in Behavioral Health. http://cfs.cbcs.usf.edu/
GraduateStudiesBeHealth/  

Graduate Certificate in Addictions and Substance Abuse Counseling
This certificate is primarily designed for graduate students in rehabilitation counseling, mental 
health counseling, social work, psychology, or other human services disciplines or for human 
services professionals who desire to learn about addictions and substance abuse counseling. 
http://rmhc.cbcs.usf.edu/graduateCertificates/addictionsSubstanceAbuse.cfm

Graduate Certificate in Children’s Mental Health
This fully-online certificate provides current knowledge about effective service delivery to 
graduate students seeking specialized training in children’s mental health, and professionals in 
need of retooling in order to keep pace with the fundamental changes that have taken place in 
the field. http://www.usf.edu/innovative-education/graduate-certificates/programs/childrens-
mental-health.aspx
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Graduate Certificate in Marriage and Family Therapy
This certificate enables professionals in mental health, rehabilitation counseling, 
counselor education, social work, psychology, and other human service fields to 
enhance their knowledge and skills in marriage and family therapy. http://www.usf.edu/
innovative-education/graduate-certificates/programs/marriage-and-family-therapy.aspx

Graduate Certificate in Positive Behavior Support (PBS)
This fully-online certificate program is one of few in the nation offering the skills 
necessary to conduct consultation for the support of individual children with intensive 
behavior challenges. In addition, this certificate program allows students to develop 
knowledge and expertise either in School-wide or Program-wide PBS, a three-tiered 
model of support for school and preschool systems. http://www.usf.edu/innovative-
education/graduate-certificates/programs/positive-behavior-support.aspx

Graduate Certificate in Translational Research in Adolescent Behavioral Health
This certificate is part of the USF Institute for Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health, a federally funded state-of-the-art research education program that 
teaches the practical skills of translational and implementation science in the field 
of adolescent behavioral health. Institute Scholars work with community partners, 
academic mentors, and national mentors to advance the field of translational science and 
promote evidence-based practice. http://www.usf.edu/innovative-education/graduate-
certificates/programs/translational-research-in-adolescent-behavioral-health.aspx

Annual Conferences
Center for Autism & Related Disabilities Annual Statewide Conference and 
Pre-Conference  Day

The annual CARD conference, hosted by the Center for Autism and Related Disabilities, 
offers keynote presentations and sessions by leaders in the field of autism and related 
disabilities. It provides an excellent opportunity for education and information sharing. 
It is also a celebration of years of service and support to individuals with autism and 
related disabilities, their families, and professionals. http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/ 
CARDconference

Florida Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) State 
Conference

The Florida HIPPY Staff Training & Development Conference provides opportunities 
to enhance personal and professional development for the Florida HIPPY staff, 
coordinators, and home visitors. The Florida HIPPY State Conference is held every two 
years, alternating with the National HIPPY Conference. http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu

National Training Institute on Effective Practices, “Addressing Challenging 
Behavior: Supporting Young Children’s Social and Emotional Development”

This annual Training Institute is built around the Pyramid Model framework for 
addressing the social and emotional development and challenging behavior of young 
children. In addition, the institute’s format is designed to provide cutting-edge 
information on challenging behavior in an in-depth, intensive learning experience. 
http://nti.cbcs.usf.edu 

Partnership for Effective Programs for Students with Autism (PEPSA) Summer 
Institute

The PEPSA Summer Institute is an annual workshop aimed at providing high quality 
professional development to a wide spectrum of professionals such as ESE and general 
education teachers, guidance counselors, school psychologists, speech-language 
pathologists, occupational therapists, instructional assistants, administrators, and 
parents who impact the lives of students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. http://
doepartnership.fmhi.usf.edu/summerinstitute/

CFS Resource Centers & Training 
Programs

 �CLC Hub Library: Resources for 
Eliminating Behavioral Health 
Disparities provides information, 
training and technical assistance, and 
evaluation consultation about cultural 
and linguistic competence.

 �Florida’s Center for Child Welfare 
Practice works in collaboration with 
the Department of Children and 
Families to provide in-service trainings 
for re-certification of child welfare 
professionals and foster parents.

 �Florida Center for Inclusive 
Communities/University Center 
for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities Education, Research and 
Service (FCIC/UCEDD) provides 
both pre-service and in-service training 
programs for professionals and 
community members who provide 
supports and services to individuals 
with developmental disabilities. FCIC 
programs include:

 » Center for Autism and Related 
Disabilities (CARD)

 » Florida Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Support: 
Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
(FLPBIS:MTSS)

 » Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

 » Interdisciplinary Center for 
Evaluation and Intervention (ICEI)

 » Partnership for Effective Programs for 
Students with Autism (PEPSA)

 » Technical Assistance Center for 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS)

 » The Learning Academy at USF

 �Florida KIDS COUNT is part of the 
nationwide Annie E. Casey Foundation 
KIDS COUNT network to track the 
status of children in the U.S.
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Research & Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, & 
Young Adult Behavioral Health

Known widely as “The Tampa Conference,” this annual 
gathering of more than 600 researchers, evaluators, policy- 
makers, administrators, parents, and advocates provides a forum 
where participants can learn, inform, network, and discuss 
issues related to research, policy, and practice; explore behavioral 
health topics from a systems and community perspective; and 
discover new research and policy ideas that are individualized, 
community-defined, evidence-based, culturally/linguistically 
competent, family-driven, and youth-guided. Each year, 
participants hear an outstanding line-up of speakers who are 
leading researchers and advocates in the field. http://www. 
cmhconference.com

CFS Highlights/Points of Pride
Global Engagement/International Activities

 �Dr. Ray Miltenberger received the Award for Outstanding Scientific 
Contributions to the Field of Behavior Analysis in 2015 from the 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis.

 �Dr. Heather George was instrumental in developing a formal 
international partnership with Netherland’s Windesheim University 
of Applied Sciences and USF World.

 �Dr. Lise Fox was an invited presenter at the White House as part 
of events celebrating the 40th anniversary of the passage of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

 �Dr. William Kearns’ efforts were successful in USF winning the bid 
to host the 2018 International Society for Gerontechnology World 
Conference.

 �CFS faculty who traveled internationally for research and training:

 » Canada: Bill Kearns, PhD

 » Italy: Rick Weinberg, PhD (study abroad)

 » Nice, France: Bill Kearns, PhD (was elected President of the 
International Society for Gerontechnology)

 » Spain: Mary Armstrong, PhD,  Mario Hernandez, PhD, Melissa 
Johnson

 » Taiwan: Chih-Chin Chou, PhD, Lise Fox, PhD

 » The Netherlands: Heather George, PhD, Tom Massey, PhD

 » West Africa/Nigeria: Mary Lindsey, PhD, Ruby Joseph, Eric Biel

 �CFS had international visitors from:

 » Australia

 » Canada

 » Israel

 » Liberia

 » New Zealand

 » South Korea

 » The Netherlands

Student Success: Programs, Teaching, Student Services 
(USF Goal 1)

 �CFS continues its trajectory toward a strong academic department 
in addition to having an impressive research portfolio. Student 
credit hours (SCH), which have been tracked since 2006, show 
that the number of students – as well as the number of both 
undergraduate and graduate courses taught by CFS faculty – has 
grown. In a comparison of FY15 to FY16, the total increase 
for SCH is 61%, with an undergraduate increase of 19% and a 
graduate increase of 98%. These increases are evident across all 
academic offerings by CFS.

 �Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA):

 » Student credit hours in the ABA minor courses were the highest 
yet in 2015/2016, building on the large increase from the 
previous year.

 » ABA master’s program admitted 25 students.

 » 27 students in the ABA program graduated with their master’s 
degree in 2015.

 » ABA online master’s program admitted 17 students for the fall 
2016.

 �ABA student research (FY16):

 » 23 papers/chapters were published, with 21 student authors.

 » 21 papers were presented at the May 2016 ABAI conference, 14 
were USF student presentations.

 » 29 papers were presented at the 2015 Florida ABA conference 
with 19 USF students presentations.

 » 5 papers were presented at the Association for Positive Behavior 
Support conference, with 4 USF student presentations. 

 » 50 students in the ABA master’s program presented their research 
from practicum site work at the annual Community Applications 
of Behavior Analysis Symposium.

 �The Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling Program 
(RMHC):

 » 38 students graduated with their master’s degree.

 » Ranked 24th in the U.S. News & World Report’s Best Graduate 
School Rankings in 2016.

 » The Addictions and Substance Abuse Counseling Graduate 
Certificate program ranked #18 in number of applications 
submitted out of 134 Graduate Certificate Programs at the 
University of South Florida.

 » The Marriage and Family Therapy Graduate Certificate program 
ranked #4 in number of applications submitted out of 134 
Graduate Certificate Programs at the University of South Florida.

 �Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health Program (MSCABH) had 
50 students enrolled during FY15. 

 �Children’s Mental Health (Distance Learning) Graduate Certificate 
has generated over 2,200 SCH.

 �Positive Behavior Support Graduate Certificate program has 
granted 72 students certificates in the 6 years the program has been 
in place.
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 �The USF Institute of Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health promotes community engagement and 
collaboration with many Tampa Bay area behavioral health and 
education organizations.

Research & Innovation (USF Goal 2)

 �CFS had federal awards totaling $16,017,674 and non-federal 
awards totaling $4,109,853 in FY15. CFS accounts for 62% of the 
college’s 2016 contracts and grant dollars.

 �A total of $22,812,708 in proposals was submitted (FY16), and of 
those, 66% was funded. 

 � Scholarly Activity (See appendix): 

 » CFS faculty authored 3 books, 18 book chapters, 61 peer 
reviewed journal articles, 44 technical reports, provided 136 
presentations and 57 invited presentations at state, national or 
international conferences. 

 » 12 faculty served on editorial board positions for 26 journals.

 » 17 faculty served as journal reviewers for 56 journals.

 » 1 journal was edited within CFS:

• Journal of Behavioral Health Services and Research, Bruce 
Lubotsky Levin, DrPH

 �The Florida Center for Inclusive Communities (FCIC) leveraged 
an additional $12,080,184 (9% federal, 86% state, 3% local, 2% 
other) local, 2% other). 

 �Dr. Iovannone and FCIC were among three centers (University 
of Rochester, Appalachian State University, University of South 
Florida) selected to develop and pilot their intervention model, 
Students with Autism Accessing General Education (SAAGE).

 �Dr. Ray Miltenberger was featured on Dateline NBC regarding 
kids and gun safety.

 �CFS faculty were quoted/interviewed in 35 news media outlets.

 �Dr. Elizabeth Perkins was awarded Fellow status through the 
Behavioral and Social Sciences Section of the Gerontological 
Society of America (GSA).

 � Steve Roggenbaum was elected to serve as Vice Chairperson for the 
Florida Suicide Prevention Coalition.

 �Dr. William Kearns, as a member of the VA Smart Home project 
team, achieved 3rd place nationally at the 2016 National Brain 
Trust competition in Washington, DC.

 �Dr. Ray Miltenberger Provided a TedX Talk on how to keep kids 
safe from guns. 

 �Dr. Mario Hernandez was invited to participate on a National 
Project Advisory Committee to advise and provide input for the 
development and implementation of a new e-learning program 
targeting behavioral health providers and stakeholders.

 �Dr. Liz Perkins was elected Vice President of the American 
Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.

 �HIPPY hosted the 2016 HIPPY International Research Convening 
where HIPPY leaders from around the world gathered to share 
current research and collaborate on strategic planning efforts.

 � 700 participants attended the 29th Annual Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral 

Health in Tampa, hosted by CFS.

 �Drs. Tammy Jorgensen-Smith and Christina Dillahunt-
Aspillaga received a $1 million long-term training grant from 
the Rehabilitation Service Administration, US Department of 
Education to promote the recruitment, training and development 
of highly-qualified rehabilitation counselors to meet the high 
demand for public sector providers of Vocational Rehabilitation 
(VR) services.

 �Dr. Norín Dollard was among panelists for a Step Up for Kids 
town hall meeting in Tallahassee to increase public awareness of 
critical children’s issues.

Community/Engagement/Service (USF Goal 3)

 �To recognize their outstanding partnerships with CFS, the 
following Community Partners were honored at the Annual Fall 
Luncheon: Bill England, England and Associates; Gwendolyn 
Green, Tampa Crossroads; Malerie Pacsi, Magellan Complete Care; 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office and Tampa Interbay Rotary 
Club.

 �CFS students provided over 105,000 hours of community service 
through practicum placements.

 �Center for Autism and Related Disabilities at USF:

 » Served 6605 school professionals with 3796 technical assistance 
consultations in schools.

 » Provided 6,813 direct assistance contacts to families serving 
14,591 individuals.

 � ICEI provided services to 119 children, 101 parents, and 8 school 
districts, as well as 126 pre-trainings and supervision events to 
graduate and undergraduate students.

 �The Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) served approximately 2,132 children from 1,962 families, 
providing home-based, early intervention services focused on 
parent-child centered learning.

 �The Quality Counts for Kids: Program-wide Positive Behavior 
Support (PWPBS) program provided 18 community trainings to 
271 providers in the community.

 �Florida’s PBS Project: Multi-Tiered System of Support Project 
trained 24 Florida schools on school-wide (Tier 1) PBS.

 � 133 individuals representing 21 agencies were certified or recertified 
on the Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS), part of 
a family of tools used to frame systematic assessments of child and 
family needs and strengths as well as to support service and support 
planning and outcomes monitoring. 

 �The Center for Child Welfare became a partner with the Quality 
Parenting Initiative (QPI) in Florida in 2010, and its Just In Time 
foster parent training program was funded through the Center’s 
contract with the Florida Department of Children & Families 
(DCF). Since that time, the QPI has expanded outside the state 
of Florida to California and Nevada, and recently contracted with 
Ohio as a fourth state seeking additional support for foster parents.
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 �The Florida Center for Inclusive Communities supported 
communities in FY16 by providing:

 » 239 activities with 39,357 individuals.

 » 3,315 hours of interdisciplinary training to 16,667 UCEDD 
trainees, USF students and professionals.

 » 10,851 hours of technical assistance to 10,279 people.

Post Doctoral  Appointments/Programs/Services

 �The Department hired two Postdoctoral Research Scholars during 
this time period to work on school mental health and engaging 
families.

Fund Raising Activities

 �The Graduate Student Assistance Fund provided funds to 6 
students in 2015/2016.

 �The Tampa Interbay Rotary Club worked with CARD-USF and 
the ABA program to host a Cycling for Autism fund raising event 
for both programs.

Educational Business and Entrepreneurial Activities

 �The 29th Annual Research & Policy Conference on Child, 
Adolescent and Young Adult Behavioral Health continued its 
growth with more than 600 attendees. The proceeds from the 
conference are used to support the planning efforts and special 
speakers for this annual conference held in Tampa.

 �The Learning Academy continues to cover the expenses for students 
who attend the 30-week program designed to provide a structured 
employment-focused curriculum for individuals diagnosed with an 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, between the ages of 18-25 after they 
have graduated from high school.

 �The ABA Program created more Continuing Education online 
learning modules in 2015/2016.

Integrating and Using Technology

 �The Master of Science Degree in Child & Adolescent Behavioral 
Health is a fully online graduate program.

 �With support from USF Innovative Education, CFS faculty 
developed an online Master’s Degree in Applied Behavior Analysis, 
and plans for a fully online master’s program using a cost-recovery 
model.

 �Drs. William Kearns and Kimberly Crosland are among USF 
faculty who submitted the Patent Application: (2016) Machine 
Readable Marker Based Medication Adherence APP. (Provisional 
patent USF Ref. No. 16B117PR.)

Alumni Activities

 �The ABA master’s program hosts an annual poster session 
highlighting the work that students do in their practicum 
placements. We invite alumni and community partners to attend 
and support our students.

 �The ABA program works with alumni working in the field locally 
to provide practicum placements for current students.

Awards, Honors, & Special Recognition 

 �Bailey Family Foundation, Recognition for 20 years of service 
reviewing scholarship applications, Donna Cohen, PhD

 �Outstanding Scientific Contributions to the Field of Behavior 
Analysis Award, Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, 
Raymond Miltenberger, PhD October 2015

 �Gerontological Society of America, Fellow, Elizabeth Perkins, 
PhD

 � International Travel Award, CBCS Internal Grant Awards, USF, 
Heather George, PhD 

 �Nominated for the Tampa Bay Chapter 194 Council For 
Exceptional Children CEC Leslie Morris Community Impact 
Award. June, 2016. Shelley Clarke, MA

 �The Avima D. Lombard Award. HIPPY USA most prestigious 
award for outstanding contributions to HIPPY programs 
nationally. (April 2016).  Mary Lindsey, PhD

 �Third Place in National Brain Trust: Pathways to InnoVAtion 
Competition: Veteran’s Affairs Smart Home Project Team. (May, 
2016). William Kearns, PhD 

 �Maricel Hernandez, CFS Fiscal & Business Specialist, received 
USF Outstanding Staff Award.
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Aligning Our Work with USF Strategic Goals
The USF 2013-2018 Strategic Plan builds on the success of previous plans and advances 
the institution as a global research university. The vision is to extend USF’s reach in the 
U.S. and around the world, provide further educational opportunities for students and 
improve their employability, increase faculty and staff prospects, and foster richer local, 
national, and international relationships.

All activities within CFS are closely aligned with USF strategic goals to ensure 
student success, contribute innovation and new knowledge, and advance economic 
development in Florida, the nation, and globally. The CFS Highlights and Points of 
Pride section profiles a number of CFS accomplishments that are closely aligned with 
the USF 2013-18 Strategic Plan. 

Overview of CFS Activities
The matrix on the following pages lists projects within the Department of Child & 
Family Studies. Project information is arranged by topic areas and includes a series of 
headers as shown below. 

PROJECT 
A brief description of each project; the goals or intended accomplishments of that 
project.

GOALS
A listing of ways in which the project is intended to contribute to improvements in 
systems, services, or populations (long-term impacts on the mental health or well-being 
of children and families).

LONG-TERM IMPACT and ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Accomplishments toward the intended goals and impact.

STATUS
Information on the project status (new, ongoing, etc.). 

CONTACT
Details on who to contact for additional information.

LINKAGE TO UNIVERSITY GOALS
The USF Strategic Goal(s) the project contributes to is provided.

USF Strategic Goal 1
USF will, through a continued 
commitment to student success, 
produce well educated global citizens.

USF Strategic Goal 2
USF will, through its high-impact 
research and innovation, change lives 
for the better, improve health, and 
foster sustainable development and 
positive societal change.

USF Strategic Goal 3
USF will, as a highly effective 
major economic engine, create new 
partnerships to build a strong and 
sustainable future for Florida in the 
global economy.

USF Strategic Goal 4
USF will pursue a more secure 
economic base, greater operational 
and resource efficiencies, and 
increased transparency in its business 
practices.
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Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA)

ABA Doctoral Program 
The ABA doctoral program is a three-
year program that accepts students with 
master’s degrees in ABA and focuses on 
training students to be researchers and 
teachers. The doctoral program requires 
54 credit hours (7 didactic courses - 
21 credits; dissertation - 18 credits; 
independent research - 15 credits). 

ABA Master’s Program
The ABA Master’s program at USF is a 
two-year program designed to provide 
students with expertise in behavior 
analysis as they work in applied settings 
and conduct applied research. Students 
in the program take eight core courses, 
participate in 1,000 hours of practicum 
experience in community agencies, and 
conduct a data-based master’s thesis.

ABA Online Master’s Program
The online ABA master’s program was 
developed in 2015/2016 and recruited 
its first cohort for fall 2016. It is a two 
year, fully online master’s program 
with seven courses, five semesters of 
practicum seminar, and a directed 
research project.

ABA Undergraduate Minor
The ABA minor is a 5-course sequence 
of undergraduate classes in ABA 
designed to prepare students for 
BCaBA certification or for a master’s 
program in ABA.

 � Graduate 3 to 5 students each year 
with their doctoral degrees in Applied 
Behavior Analysis.

 � Graduate 20 students each year with 
their master’s degree in Applied Behavior 
Analysis who have the expertise needed 
to pass the national certification 
examination in behavior analysis.

 � Enroll a minimum of 7 students in the 
fall and 7 students in the spring in the 
ABA online master’s program.

 � Students will present their research at 
state and national conferences.

 � Students will publish their research.
 � Admit quality candidates into the ABA 
doctoral program. 

 � Get new funding sources for graduate 
students.

 � Increase enrollment in the minor in ABA.
 � Provide online learning modules in ABA.
 �Maintain involvement in governance of 
state and national ABA organizations.

 � Students will contribute to 
knowledge through their applied 
research presentations and 
publications.

 � Students will provide needed 
behavior analysis services in the 
community, both locally and 
nationally.

 � Strengthen undergraduate 
education in ABA at USF.

 � Increase state and national 
visibility of USF ABA program.

 � 27 students graduated with their master’s degree in August and 
December 2015 and May 2016.

 � 23 papers/chapters were published 2015/2016, with 21 different 
USF student authors.

 � 21 papers were presented at the May 2016 ABAI conference, 14 
were USF student presentations.

 � 29 papers were presented at the 2015 Florida ABA conference with 
19 USF student presentations.

 � 5 papers were presented at the Association for Positive Behavior 
Support conference, with 4 USF student presentations.

 � ABA master’s program admitted 25 students in fall 2015.
 � ABA online master’s program admitted 17 students for the fall 
2016.

 � ABA doctoral program admitted 4 students in the fall, 2015.
 � ABA doctoral program received funding from the USF Provost to 
support 5 doctoral students as TAs.

 � ABA doctoral students received funding to teach in the online 
ABA master’s program.

 � ABA doctoral student received a McKnight Fellowship in 2015
 � ABA doctoral program received an Interbay Rotary Autism 
Fellowship to fund a doctoral student in 2015.

 � Students continued to be funded through a $999,000 grant from 
Dr. Kwang Sun-Blair, the ICEI program, Dr. Don Kincaid and the 
PBS project, and the Cycling Out Autism Fundraiser.

 �The ABA program, with Dr. Blair as PI, funded students with a 
$1.06 million grant for training in ABA and autism in 2015.

 � Student credit hours in the ABA minor courses were the highest 
yet in 2015/2016, building on the large increase from the previous 
year.

 �The Graduate Student Assistance Fund provided funds to 6 
students in 2015/2016.

 � ABA Program created more online learning modules in 
2015/2016.

 � Ray Miltenberger received the Award for Outstanding Scientific 
Contributions to the Field of Behavior Analysis in 2015 from the 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis.

 � Dr. Ray Miltenberger was featured on Dateline NBC regarding 
kids and gun safety. 

 � Dr. Ray Miltenberger provided a TEDx talk in Boca Raton, Fl.
 � Students provided over 35,000 hours of community service each 
year through practicum placements. 

Ongoing Ray Miltenberger
miltenbe@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Child & 
Adolescent 
Behavioral 

Health 
(MSCABH) 

Program

Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health 
Program 
This master’s program, available 
fully online, includes core courses 
and electives addressing emerging 
national priorities, including increasing 
diversity and leadership capacity in the 
behavioral health workforce, cross-
training in prevention, increasing 
knowledge about developmental 
disabilities in combination with 
behavioral health, and closing the 
research-to-practice gap through 
translational research education. 
Concentrations are available in 
Developmental Disabilities, Leadership 
in Child/Adolescent Behavioral Health, 
Research and Evaluation, and Youth 
and Behavioral Health. 

 � Prepare professionals to serve in public 
and non-profit agencies and schools that 
work with diverse children, adolescents, 
and their families who are experiencing 
behavioral health challenges. 

 �Meet high demand for master’s 
degree level graduates to fill 
positions such as directors, 
supervisors, and case managers 
in mental health, substance 
abuse, juvenile justice, 
developmental disabilities, and 
child welfare agencies, as well as 
consultants in schools and early 
education and care programs.

 � 37 total applications to the MSCABH Degree program.
 � 50 students enrolled in the MSCABH Degree program.
 � Developed the MSCABH Comprehensive Exam.
 � 3 total graduates in the MSCABH degree program.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Academic Programs
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA)

ABA Doctoral Program 
The ABA doctoral program is a three-
year program that accepts students with 
master’s degrees in ABA and focuses on 
training students to be researchers and 
teachers. The doctoral program requires 
54 credit hours (7 didactic courses - 
21 credits; dissertation - 18 credits; 
independent research - 15 credits). 

ABA Master’s Program
The ABA Master’s program at USF is a 
two-year program designed to provide 
students with expertise in behavior 
analysis as they work in applied settings 
and conduct applied research. Students 
in the program take eight core courses, 
participate in 1,000 hours of practicum 
experience in community agencies, and 
conduct a data-based master’s thesis.

ABA Online Master’s Program
The online ABA master’s program was 
developed in 2015/2016 and recruited 
its first cohort for fall 2016. It is a two 
year, fully online master’s program 
with seven courses, five semesters of 
practicum seminar, and a directed 
research project.

ABA Undergraduate Minor
The ABA minor is a 5-course sequence 
of undergraduate classes in ABA 
designed to prepare students for 
BCaBA certification or for a master’s 
program in ABA.

 � Graduate 3 to 5 students each year 
with their doctoral degrees in Applied 
Behavior Analysis.

 � Graduate 20 students each year with 
their master’s degree in Applied Behavior 
Analysis who have the expertise needed 
to pass the national certification 
examination in behavior analysis.

 � Enroll a minimum of 7 students in the 
fall and 7 students in the spring in the 
ABA online master’s program.

 � Students will present their research at 
state and national conferences.

 � Students will publish their research.
 � Admit quality candidates into the ABA 
doctoral program. 

 � Get new funding sources for graduate 
students.

 � Increase enrollment in the minor in ABA.
 � Provide online learning modules in ABA.
 �Maintain involvement in governance of 
state and national ABA organizations.

 � Students will contribute to 
knowledge through their applied 
research presentations and 
publications.

 � Students will provide needed 
behavior analysis services in the 
community, both locally and 
nationally.

 � Strengthen undergraduate 
education in ABA at USF.

 � Increase state and national 
visibility of USF ABA program.

 � 27 students graduated with their master’s degree in August and 
December 2015 and May 2016.

 � 23 papers/chapters were published 2015/2016, with 21 different 
USF student authors.

 � 21 papers were presented at the May 2016 ABAI conference, 14 
were USF student presentations.

 � 29 papers were presented at the 2015 Florida ABA conference with 
19 USF student presentations.

 � 5 papers were presented at the Association for Positive Behavior 
Support conference, with 4 USF student presentations.

 � ABA master’s program admitted 25 students in fall 2015.
 � ABA online master’s program admitted 17 students for the fall 
2016.

 � ABA doctoral program admitted 4 students in the fall, 2015.
 � ABA doctoral program received funding from the USF Provost to 
support 5 doctoral students as TAs.

 � ABA doctoral students received funding to teach in the online 
ABA master’s program.

 � ABA doctoral student received a McKnight Fellowship in 2015
 � ABA doctoral program received an Interbay Rotary Autism 
Fellowship to fund a doctoral student in 2015.

 � Students continued to be funded through a $999,000 grant from 
Dr. Kwang Sun-Blair, the ICEI program, Dr. Don Kincaid and the 
PBS project, and the Cycling Out Autism Fundraiser.

 �The ABA program, with Dr. Blair as PI, funded students with a 
$1.06 million grant for training in ABA and autism in 2015.

 � Student credit hours in the ABA minor courses were the highest 
yet in 2015/2016, building on the large increase from the previous 
year.

 �The Graduate Student Assistance Fund provided funds to 6 
students in 2015/2016.

 � ABA Program created more online learning modules in 
2015/2016.

 � Ray Miltenberger received the Award for Outstanding Scientific 
Contributions to the Field of Behavior Analysis in 2015 from the 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis.

 � Dr. Ray Miltenberger was featured on Dateline NBC regarding 
kids and gun safety. 

 � Dr. Ray Miltenberger provided a TEDx talk in Boca Raton, Fl.
 � Students provided over 35,000 hours of community service each 
year through practicum placements. 

Ongoing Ray Miltenberger
miltenbe@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Child & 
Adolescent 
Behavioral 

Health 
(MSCABH) 

Program

Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health 
Program 
This master’s program, available 
fully online, includes core courses 
and electives addressing emerging 
national priorities, including increasing 
diversity and leadership capacity in the 
behavioral health workforce, cross-
training in prevention, increasing 
knowledge about developmental 
disabilities in combination with 
behavioral health, and closing the 
research-to-practice gap through 
translational research education. 
Concentrations are available in 
Developmental Disabilities, Leadership 
in Child/Adolescent Behavioral Health, 
Research and Evaluation, and Youth 
and Behavioral Health. 

 � Prepare professionals to serve in public 
and non-profit agencies and schools that 
work with diverse children, adolescents, 
and their families who are experiencing 
behavioral health challenges. 

 �Meet high demand for master’s 
degree level graduates to fill 
positions such as directors, 
supervisors, and case managers 
in mental health, substance 
abuse, juvenile justice, 
developmental disabilities, and 
child welfare agencies, as well as 
consultants in schools and early 
education and care programs.

 � 37 total applications to the MSCABH Degree program.
 � 50 students enrolled in the MSCABH Degree program.
 � Developed the MSCABH Comprehensive Exam.
 � 3 total graduates in the MSCABH degree program.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.
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Rehabilitation 
and Mental 

Health 
Counseling 

(RMHC)
Program

The Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling Program (RMHC)
The master’s program includes 
didactic and experiential learning 
emphasizing on development of 
knowledge and skills for working with 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families to facilitate adjustments to 
disability and enhance their quality 
of life. The program provides various 
courses in rehabilitation and mental 
health counseling to ensure students’ 
competence in dealing with psycho-
social, medical, psychological, and 
vocational issues for people with 
disabilities. The program offers 
Concentrations in Addictions and 
Substance Abuse Counseling and 
Marriage and Family, along with both a 
non-thesis and thesis program track.  

 � Continue to admit quality candidates 
into the program.

 � Increase and diversify field placement 
sites and opportunities for students.

 � Continue to strengthen and expand 
research opportunities within the 
Program. 

 � Students will provide needed 
rehabilitation and mental 
health counseling services in the 
community, both locally and 
nationally.

 � Increase state and national 
visibility of the USF 
Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling Program.

 � Ranked 24th in the U.S. News & World Report’s Best Graduate 
School Rankings in 2016.

 � Graduated 38 students.
 � Students provided over 70,000 hours of community service each 
year through practicum placements.

Ongoing Chih-Chin Chou
chouc@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida. 

Public Health/
Behavioral 

Health 
Concentrations

Graduate Studies in Behavioral 
Health Program
This program is a joint initiative of 
the USF College of Behavioral & 
Community Sciences and the USF 
College of Public Health (led by the 
CBCS Department of Child & Family 
Studies and the COPH Department 
of Community & Family Health). 
Includes students in the following 
degree programs (all with Behavioral 
Health concentrations):

 » Master of Public Health (MPH)
 » Master of Science in Public Health 

(MSPH) 
 » The Masters of Social Work/

Masters of Public Health Dual-
Degree Program (MSW/MPH)

 » Doctor of Public Health (DrPH)
 » Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
 » Graduate Certificate in 

Translational Research in 
Adolescent Behavioral Health

 � To provide education (through degree 
programs and a graduate certificate 
program) and training (i.e., field 
experiences) for graduate students, 
community professionals, and other 
special students in behavioral health 
services.

 � Prepares students for 
professional careers in 
behavioral health services, 
applied behavioral health 
services research, and 
outcomes evaluation; as well 
as students pursuing high 
level administration, policy, 
planning, or leadership careers 
in behavioral health services.

 �There were a total of 14 graduates in the Behavioral Health 
Concentration program: 6 MPH Degree students; 2 MSW/MPH 
Dual Degree students; 3 MSPH Degree students; 2 PhD Degree 
students, and 1 DrPH Degree student.

 �The program continues to be recognized as a unique program and 
one of only two interdisciplinary programs nationally for training 
graduate students in a behavioral health concentration within a 
college of public health.

 �The Behavioral Health Student Organization has expanded to 
welcome undergraduate majors in Behavioral Healthcare and 
graduate students at the Master’s level in both the Behavioral 
Health Concentration and the new MS Degree in Child & 
Adolescent Behavioral Health as well as Doctoral students in both 
the DrPH and PhD tracks. 

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Graduate 
Certificate 
Programs

Children’s Mental Health (Distance 
Learning)
This graduate certificate program 
provides a rigorous, empirically-
based education to individuals in the 
behavioral health services field who 
wish to work with agencies and systems 
that serve children and families with 
mental health challenges.

 � Increase enrollment in the graduate 
certificate program by a minimum of 10 
students per year.

 � Establish CFS as the leading source for 
graduate programs in children’s mental 
health with a systems of care emphasis.

 �The field of mental health will 
have a trained workforce at 
all levels to serve the needs of 
children with behavioral health 
challenges and their families.

 � CFS will be viewed as a leading 
organization for offering online 
graduate programs in children’s 
mental health with an emphasis 
in systems of care.

 �More than 170 students from 18 states..
 � Over 2,200 student credit hours (SCH) have been generated.
 � 48 students were awarded the Certificate; 5 in 2014-2015
 � 15 new Certificate students were admitted into the program.
 � 18 were enrolled in the program.
 � 7 courses were offered generating 366 SCH, including: Child & 
Adolescent Behavior; Cultural Competence; Interdisciplinary SOC 
Practice; Program Development/Implementation; Foundation 
Behavioral Health Systems; Wraparound Interventions & Systems; 
Community Based BH Interventions Div. Youth.

Ongoing Carol MacKinnon-
Lewis
lewiscm@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Integrative Mental Healthcare
This graduate certificate in the 
RMHC program is for students and 
professionals who hold a bachelor’s 
degree and are interested in acquiring 
an in-depth understanding of 
integrative approaches to well-
being. This 16-credit hour certificate 
emphasizes collaboration between 
counselors and other health care 
professionals to better assist clients in 
achieving and maintaining wellness.

 � Increase enrollment in the certificate 
program by a minimum of 10 students 
per year.

 � Expand and make this Certificate 
program available to undergraduate 
students.

 � Explore the possibility of incorporating 
study abroad opportunities with this 
Certificate.

 � Students will contribute 
knowledge through clinical 
perspectives and tools necessary 
for the emerging field of 
collaborative health care

 � 8 students total were enrolled in the Certificate. Certificate is 
closed as of 
January 2016

Chih-Chin Chou
chouc@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens
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Rehabilitation 
and Mental 

Health 
Counseling 

(RMHC)
Program

The Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling Program (RMHC)
The master’s program includes 
didactic and experiential learning 
emphasizing on development of 
knowledge and skills for working with 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families to facilitate adjustments to 
disability and enhance their quality 
of life. The program provides various 
courses in rehabilitation and mental 
health counseling to ensure students’ 
competence in dealing with psycho-
social, medical, psychological, and 
vocational issues for people with 
disabilities. The program offers 
Concentrations in Addictions and 
Substance Abuse Counseling and 
Marriage and Family, along with both a 
non-thesis and thesis program track.  

 � Continue to admit quality candidates 
into the program.

 � Increase and diversify field placement 
sites and opportunities for students.

 � Continue to strengthen and expand 
research opportunities within the 
Program. 

 � Students will provide needed 
rehabilitation and mental 
health counseling services in the 
community, both locally and 
nationally.

 � Increase state and national 
visibility of the USF 
Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling Program.

 � Ranked 24th in the U.S. News & World Report’s Best Graduate 
School Rankings in 2016.

 � Graduated 38 students.
 � Students provided over 70,000 hours of community service each 
year through practicum placements.

Ongoing Chih-Chin Chou
chouc@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida. 

Public Health/
Behavioral 

Health 
Concentrations

Graduate Studies in Behavioral 
Health Program
This program is a joint initiative of 
the USF College of Behavioral & 
Community Sciences and the USF 
College of Public Health (led by the 
CBCS Department of Child & Family 
Studies and the COPH Department 
of Community & Family Health). 
Includes students in the following 
degree programs (all with Behavioral 
Health concentrations):

 » Master of Public Health (MPH)
 » Master of Science in Public Health 

(MSPH) 
 » The Masters of Social Work/

Masters of Public Health Dual-
Degree Program (MSW/MPH)

 » Doctor of Public Health (DrPH)
 » Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
 » Graduate Certificate in 

Translational Research in 
Adolescent Behavioral Health

 � To provide education (through degree 
programs and a graduate certificate 
program) and training (i.e., field 
experiences) for graduate students, 
community professionals, and other 
special students in behavioral health 
services.

 � Prepares students for 
professional careers in 
behavioral health services, 
applied behavioral health 
services research, and 
outcomes evaluation; as well 
as students pursuing high 
level administration, policy, 
planning, or leadership careers 
in behavioral health services.

 �There were a total of 14 graduates in the Behavioral Health 
Concentration program: 6 MPH Degree students; 2 MSW/MPH 
Dual Degree students; 3 MSPH Degree students; 2 PhD Degree 
students, and 1 DrPH Degree student.

 �The program continues to be recognized as a unique program and 
one of only two interdisciplinary programs nationally for training 
graduate students in a behavioral health concentration within a 
college of public health.

 �The Behavioral Health Student Organization has expanded to 
welcome undergraduate majors in Behavioral Healthcare and 
graduate students at the Master’s level in both the Behavioral 
Health Concentration and the new MS Degree in Child & 
Adolescent Behavioral Health as well as Doctoral students in both 
the DrPH and PhD tracks. 

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Graduate 
Certificate 
Programs

Children’s Mental Health (Distance 
Learning)
This graduate certificate program 
provides a rigorous, empirically-
based education to individuals in the 
behavioral health services field who 
wish to work with agencies and systems 
that serve children and families with 
mental health challenges.

 � Increase enrollment in the graduate 
certificate program by a minimum of 10 
students per year.

 � Establish CFS as the leading source for 
graduate programs in children’s mental 
health with a systems of care emphasis.

 �The field of mental health will 
have a trained workforce at 
all levels to serve the needs of 
children with behavioral health 
challenges and their families.

 � CFS will be viewed as a leading 
organization for offering online 
graduate programs in children’s 
mental health with an emphasis 
in systems of care.

 �More than 170 students from 18 states..
 � Over 2,200 student credit hours (SCH) have been generated.
 � 48 students were awarded the Certificate; 5 in 2014-2015
 � 15 new Certificate students were admitted into the program.
 � 18 were enrolled in the program.
 � 7 courses were offered generating 366 SCH, including: Child & 
Adolescent Behavior; Cultural Competence; Interdisciplinary SOC 
Practice; Program Development/Implementation; Foundation 
Behavioral Health Systems; Wraparound Interventions & Systems; 
Community Based BH Interventions Div. Youth.

Ongoing Carol MacKinnon-
Lewis
lewiscm@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Integrative Mental Healthcare
This graduate certificate in the 
RMHC program is for students and 
professionals who hold a bachelor’s 
degree and are interested in acquiring 
an in-depth understanding of 
integrative approaches to well-
being. This 16-credit hour certificate 
emphasizes collaboration between 
counselors and other health care 
professionals to better assist clients in 
achieving and maintaining wellness.

 � Increase enrollment in the certificate 
program by a minimum of 10 students 
per year.

 � Expand and make this Certificate 
program available to undergraduate 
students.

 � Explore the possibility of incorporating 
study abroad opportunities with this 
Certificate.

 � Students will contribute 
knowledge through clinical 
perspectives and tools necessary 
for the emerging field of 
collaborative health care

 � 8 students total were enrolled in the Certificate. Certificate is 
closed as of 
January 2016

Chih-Chin Chou
chouc@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens
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Graduate 
Certificate
Programs

Marriage and Family Therapy
This 15 credit graduate certificate in 
the RMHC program provides mental 
health professionals specialized training 
in diagnosing and treating mental, 
emotional, and relationship problems 
from a systemic perspective. The 
certificate includes a supervised field 
placement in a marriage and family 
counseling setting, during which 
students will provide 180 direct client 
contact hours of marriage and family 
services.

 �Maintain enrollment.
 � Increase graduation rate by 5 students 
per year. 

 � Trained mental health 
professionals to provide 
relationship counseling to 
families and couples in Florida.

 � Ranked #4 in number of applications submitted out of 134 
Graduate Certificate Programs at the University of South Florida.

 � 12 students graduated from the Certificate. 
 � 7 students were accepted into the Certificate.
 � 35 total students were enrolled in the Certificate.

Ongoing Ryan Henry
rghenry@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens 

Positive Behavior Support
This 12-credit graduate certificate 
program supplements graduate and 
undergraduate degrees by offering a 
specialization in PBS. All courses are 
fully online and available to interested 
students across the country. There are 
four core courses and a number of 
possible electives that round out the 
program of study.

 � Graduate 5-10 students per/year with a 
PBS certificate.

 � Students will contribute 
knowledge through the practical 
and collaborative application of 
positive behavior support within 
school, home, and community 
systems.

 � Students will be effective 
members of positive behavior 
support teams.

 � Students will effectively 
participate in individual, 
school-, and program-wide 
positive behavior support 
practices.

 � 24 students were actively enrolled in the PBS Certificate program 
during FY16.

 � 15 students graduated with a certificate. In total 72 students have 
earned a PBS Graduate Certificate in the 6 years the program has 
been in place.

 � 10 additional non-certificate students completed at least one PBS 
certificate core course.

 � 13 students completed an individualized intervention project in a 
school or community setting, more than twice the previous year.

Ongoing Jolenea Ferro
jbferro@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens

Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health
The graduate certificate is offered 
through the Institute for Translational 
Research in Adolescent Behavioral 
Health, a joint initiative of the USF 
College of Behavioral & Community 
Sciences and the USF College of Public 
Health (led by the CBCS Department 
of Child & Family Studies and the 
COPH Department of Community 
& Family Health). It is funded by the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse.

 �The 15-credit program is for students 
in public health, behavioral health, 
and the socio-behavioral sciences, and 
integrates community-based learning and 
classroom-based learning methodologies. 
Students gain knowledge in translational 
research, implementation science, and 
evidence-based practice in adolescent 
behavioral health.

 � Prepares students for positions 
in behavioral health service 
organizations to participate in 
the application of an innovative 
research knowledge base for 
behavioral health services 
research.

 �The current cohort of Institute Scholars reflects graduate student 
participation from a variety of disciplines, including public 
health, behavioral health, social work, nursing, psychology, health 
education, and rehabilitation and mental health counseling. 
Community-based professionals who are not enrolled in degree 
programs are participating in the current cohort of Scholars based 
on the benefits to personal and professional development. 

 �The Institute promotes community engagement and collaboration 
with six bay area behavioral health and education organizations.

 � As of 2016, 3 cohorts have completed the Institute coursework, 
service-learning project, and conference presentation of results.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton
dburton@usf.edu

Julie Baldwin
jbaldwin@health.
usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Graduate 
Certificate
Programs

Marriage and Family Therapy
This 15 credit graduate certificate in 
the RMHC program provides mental 
health professionals specialized training 
in diagnosing and treating mental, 
emotional, and relationship problems 
from a systemic perspective. The 
certificate includes a supervised field 
placement in a marriage and family 
counseling setting, during which 
students will provide 180 direct client 
contact hours of marriage and family 
services.

 �Maintain enrollment.
 � Increase graduation rate by 5 students 
per year. 

 � Trained mental health 
professionals to provide 
relationship counseling to 
families and couples in Florida.

 � Ranked #4 in number of applications submitted out of 134 
Graduate Certificate Programs at the University of South Florida.

 � 12 students graduated from the Certificate. 
 � 7 students were accepted into the Certificate.
 � 35 total students were enrolled in the Certificate.

Ongoing Ryan Henry
rghenry@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens 

Positive Behavior Support
This 12-credit graduate certificate 
program supplements graduate and 
undergraduate degrees by offering a 
specialization in PBS. All courses are 
fully online and available to interested 
students across the country. There are 
four core courses and a number of 
possible electives that round out the 
program of study.

 � Graduate 5-10 students per/year with a 
PBS certificate.

 � Students will contribute 
knowledge through the practical 
and collaborative application of 
positive behavior support within 
school, home, and community 
systems.

 � Students will be effective 
members of positive behavior 
support teams.

 � Students will effectively 
participate in individual, 
school-, and program-wide 
positive behavior support 
practices.

 � 24 students were actively enrolled in the PBS Certificate program 
during FY16.

 � 15 students graduated with a certificate. In total 72 students have 
earned a PBS Graduate Certificate in the 6 years the program has 
been in place.

 � 10 additional non-certificate students completed at least one PBS 
certificate core course.

 � 13 students completed an individualized intervention project in a 
school or community setting, more than twice the previous year.

Ongoing Jolenea Ferro
jbferro@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens

Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health
The graduate certificate is offered 
through the Institute for Translational 
Research in Adolescent Behavioral 
Health, a joint initiative of the USF 
College of Behavioral & Community 
Sciences and the USF College of Public 
Health (led by the CBCS Department 
of Child & Family Studies and the 
COPH Department of Community 
& Family Health). It is funded by the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse.

 �The 15-credit program is for students 
in public health, behavioral health, 
and the socio-behavioral sciences, and 
integrates community-based learning and 
classroom-based learning methodologies. 
Students gain knowledge in translational 
research, implementation science, and 
evidence-based practice in adolescent 
behavioral health.

 � Prepares students for positions 
in behavioral health service 
organizations to participate in 
the application of an innovative 
research knowledge base for 
behavioral health services 
research.

 �The current cohort of Institute Scholars reflects graduate student 
participation from a variety of disciplines, including public 
health, behavioral health, social work, nursing, psychology, health 
education, and rehabilitation and mental health counseling. 
Community-based professionals who are not enrolled in degree 
programs are participating in the current cohort of Scholars based 
on the benefits to personal and professional development. 

 �The Institute promotes community engagement and collaboration 
with six bay area behavioral health and education organizations.

 � As of 2016, 3 cohorts have completed the Institute coursework, 
service-learning project, and conference presentation of results.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin
levin@usf.edu

Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton
dburton@usf.edu

Julie Baldwin
jbaldwin@health.
usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Autism Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) USF in 
Schools
CARD is a community-based project that provides information 
and consultation to individuals diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders and related disabilities. CARD-USF offers 
instruction and coaching to families and professionals through a 
training and assistance model.

 � Provide schools with the knowledge and strategies to 
implement evidence-based interventions and education for 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

 � Students with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder will increase their rates 
of learning through teachers who 
implement best practice strategies 
received through CARD trainings 
and technical assistance.

 � Served 6,605 professionals with 3,796 technical 
assistance consultations.

 � CARD added new training materials for educators 
to our website

 � Provided 3 regional trainings and one summer 
institute for 975 teachers in our 14 county area.

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) CARD-USF 
in the Community 
CARD is a community-based project that provides information 
and consultation to individuals diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and related disabilities. CARD-USF offers 
instruction and coaching to families and professionals through a 
training and assistance model.

 � Participate in state-level systems planning and policy 
making.

 � Provide parents and professionals the strategies required to 
increase skill development and reduce problem behavior in 
individuals with autism. 

 � State of Florida will adopt policies 
that facilitate state and local 
collaboration and promote effective 
use of services for individuals with 
ASD. 

 � Individuals with autism will show 
increased skill development and 
reduced problem behavior.

 � Provided 6,813 direct assistance contacts to 
families serving 14,591 individuals.

 �Maintained database of 5,802 individuals with 
disabilities with 764 new constituents joining 
CARD during this year. 

 � Provided 184 trainings serving 5,583. 
 � 3,337,942 hits to the CARD website from over 
125 countries.

 � Used fundraising dollars to host the Autism and 
Mental Health conference, reading and math 
initiative, and other family events. Interfaced with 
the medical community, participated in 75 public 
awareness events with 7,185 visitors. Expanded 
autism friendly business initiative to include over 
50 companies. CARD participated in a grant with 
the  Children’s Board and HIPPY.

 � CARD expanded its constituency board and has 
an established student club (CARD Champion 
student club).

 � CARD has expanded its social media by 
distributing 12 newsletters, posting on Facebook, 
Twitter and Pinterest as well as a blog through 
Wordpress.

 � CARD-USF expanded its presence and opened 
a branch office in Highlands County to serve 
Highlands, Desoto and Hardee Counties.

 � CARD-USF disseminated appropriate nutritional 
information to constituents at least quarterly in 
various formats. 

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Learning Academy and The Learning Academy Employment 
Services 
The Learning Academy (TLA) and The Learning Academy 
Employment Services is a customized transition program that 
assists in preparing young adults diagnosed with ASD for 
employment or post-secondary education. TLA Employment 
Services customize employment to match a person’s career goal.

 � Participants learn about services, supports and experiential 
opportunities that enable them to develop and achieve 
employment goals and enhance independence.

 � Graduates from the program will 
identify a career path.

 � Graduates move on to a vendor 
that supports individuals with 
disabilities to find employment.

 � TLA Employment Services will 
provide customized employment, 
supported employment and on-
the-job training services to enhance 
sustainable, successful outcomes. 

 � Continue working with business 
community to become autism 
friendly while increasing the 
number of placement sites.

 � Since its inception 7 years ago, The Learning 
Academy has graduated 89 students.

 � 45 students are gainfully employed and 27 have 
gone on to attend college or technical school.

 � Serve 30 individuals through the Learning 
Academy Employment Services.

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Research/Training/Technical Assistance/Dissemination
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Autism Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) USF in 
Schools
CARD is a community-based project that provides information 
and consultation to individuals diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders and related disabilities. CARD-USF offers 
instruction and coaching to families and professionals through a 
training and assistance model.

 � Provide schools with the knowledge and strategies to 
implement evidence-based interventions and education for 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

 � Students with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder will increase their rates 
of learning through teachers who 
implement best practice strategies 
received through CARD trainings 
and technical assistance.

 � Served 6,605 professionals with 3,796 technical 
assistance consultations.

 � CARD added new training materials for educators 
to our website

 � Provided 3 regional trainings and one summer 
institute for 975 teachers in our 14 county area.

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) CARD-USF 
in the Community 
CARD is a community-based project that provides information 
and consultation to individuals diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and related disabilities. CARD-USF offers 
instruction and coaching to families and professionals through a 
training and assistance model.

 � Participate in state-level systems planning and policy 
making.

 � Provide parents and professionals the strategies required to 
increase skill development and reduce problem behavior in 
individuals with autism. 

 � State of Florida will adopt policies 
that facilitate state and local 
collaboration and promote effective 
use of services for individuals with 
ASD. 

 � Individuals with autism will show 
increased skill development and 
reduced problem behavior.

 � Provided 6,813 direct assistance contacts to 
families serving 14,591 individuals.

 �Maintained database of 5,802 individuals with 
disabilities with 764 new constituents joining 
CARD during this year. 

 � Provided 184 trainings serving 5,583. 
 � 3,337,942 hits to the CARD website from over 
125 countries.

 � Used fundraising dollars to host the Autism and 
Mental Health conference, reading and math 
initiative, and other family events. Interfaced with 
the medical community, participated in 75 public 
awareness events with 7,185 visitors. Expanded 
autism friendly business initiative to include over 
50 companies. CARD participated in a grant with 
the  Children’s Board and HIPPY.

 � CARD expanded its constituency board and has 
an established student club (CARD Champion 
student club).

 � CARD has expanded its social media by 
distributing 12 newsletters, posting on Facebook, 
Twitter and Pinterest as well as a blog through 
Wordpress.

 � CARD-USF expanded its presence and opened 
a branch office in Highlands County to serve 
Highlands, Desoto and Hardee Counties.

 � CARD-USF disseminated appropriate nutritional 
information to constituents at least quarterly in 
various formats. 

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Learning Academy and The Learning Academy Employment 
Services 
The Learning Academy (TLA) and The Learning Academy 
Employment Services is a customized transition program that 
assists in preparing young adults diagnosed with ASD for 
employment or post-secondary education. TLA Employment 
Services customize employment to match a person’s career goal.

 � Participants learn about services, supports and experiential 
opportunities that enable them to develop and achieve 
employment goals and enhance independence.

 � Graduates from the program will 
identify a career path.

 � Graduates move on to a vendor 
that supports individuals with 
disabilities to find employment.

 � TLA Employment Services will 
provide customized employment, 
supported employment and on-
the-job training services to enhance 
sustainable, successful outcomes. 

 � Continue working with business 
community to become autism 
friendly while increasing the 
number of placement sites.

 � Since its inception 7 years ago, The Learning 
Academy has graduated 89 students.

 � 45 students are gainfully employed and 27 have 
gone on to attend college or technical school.

 � Serve 30 individuals through the Learning 
Academy Employment Services.

Ongoing Karen Berkman 
KBerkman@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Autism Partnership for Effective Programs for Students with Autism 
(PEPSA) 
PEPSA builds professional capacity among educators working 
with students with autism and related disabilities statewide. The 
project provides training to educators who are concerned about 
providing a high quality educational program to students with 
ASD.

 �The project provides the following professional development 
opportunities: provision of regional statewide professional 
development activities related to serving students with ASD 
through regional CARD centers, a Pre-Conference Day for 
educators at the Annual CARD conference, provision of 
support to selected teachers through mentoring with CARD 
staff, Summer Institutes for educators and support for teachers 
to earn autism endorsement. 

 � Create and maintain communication and collaboration of 
teachers across Florida.

 � Increasing the supply of highly 
effective teachers and improve 
student learning and independence 
by providing educators with 
meaningful professional 
development activities that will 
build their capacity to improve the 
learning outcomes of students with 
ASD.

 � PEPSA provided a total of 33 professional 
development activities across the state to over 
2,200 educators. 

 � Hosted the annual pre-conference day that 
provided training to 653 educators. 18 teachers 
completed the intensive mentorship program. 6 
teachers presented their process and findings at the 
annual pre-conference day.

 � 635,175 visits to our website (doepartnership.org).
 � 87,845 visits to our auxiliary website 
(learningcurve.fmhi.usf.edu).

 � 11 summer institutes, 1,076 educators trained in 
those events.

Ongoing Katy Taplety
katytapley@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Project ABA
Project ABA is a 5-year $1.06 million grant funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs (H325K140309), which aims to prepare highly 
qualified behavior analysts to contribute to evidence-based 
practices (EBP) in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) for children 
with autism. All students accepted in the ABA Master’s Program 
are eligible to apply to participate in Project ABA.

 � Prepare 20 highly-qualified school-based behavior analysts 
to provide quality related services for high-need children 
with autism of all grade levels.

 � Improve the quality of related services for high-need 
children with autism of all grade levels including 
preschoolers, which will result in improved learning and 
developmental outcomes and successful transition to 
postsecondary education and the workforce.

 � Train professionals who will 
provide:
 » Evidence-based practices in ABA 

and autism.
 » Assessment and positive 

behavioral intervention and 
support.

 » Collaboration and consultation.
 » Data-based decision-making, 

technology, and evaluation of 
intervention for children with 
autism who are at high risk 
of failure in school due to the 
combination of disability and 
high-need status.

 � Recruited the third cohort of 5 students.
 � Graduated 4 students of the first cohort.
 � Placed the second cohort in Pasco County Schools 
to provide practicum experience.

 � Placed the third cohort in the community settings 
to provide practicum experience.

 � Enrolled the third cohort as trainees of the Florida 
Center for Inclusive Communities.

 � Provided mentorship to students.
 � Provided a 2-day Summer Institute on technology
 � Provided monthly seminars.
 � Supported the first cohort to participate in state 
and national level conferences.

New Kwang-Sun Blair 
kwangsun@usf.
edu 

Kim Crosland 
Crosland@usf.edu

Andrew Samaha
andrewsamaha@
usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Center for Child Welfare 
The Center was established to provide information, 
collaboration, and program support to Florida’s professional 
child welfare stakeholders. It is funded through a contract 
with Florida’s Department of Children and Families. Services 
include a fully searchable on-line knowledge library categorized 
by program area, a comprehensive credentialed video training 
component for professionals, statewide and local live web 
events hosted and supported by staff, responding and posting 
of Frequently Asked Questions submitted by professionals, and 
a collaboration component that serves as an interactive on-line 
information-sharing portal where peers and experts can interact 
with each other and develop on-line learning communities. 

http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org

 � Ensure engagement and consistent information flow to 
Florida’s child welfare and related professionals.

 � Enhance efficiencies in information sharing by creating 
access and linkages to existing resources within Florida’s 
child welfare environment.

 � Link customers to resources, innovations, and evidence-
based models throughout the country.

 � Enable virtual meetings and webcasts to replace conference 
calls and statewide meetings and live training.

 � Apply multimedia knowledge sharing by hosting and or 
video-taping events including conference and training 
workshops and other expert presentations and producing 
videos which are made available on the Center web portal.

 � Expand availability of credentialed child welfare training 
component; adding, enhancing, and posting professional 
training for recertification credits.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in Florida through the 
identification, expansion, and 
transfer of expert knowledge and 
best practices in child welfare 
case practice, direct services, 
management, finance, policy, and 
organizational development to 
child welfare and child protection 
stakeholders throughout Florida.

 � Registered users – 7,104 (Florida’s child welfare 
and related professionals) of The Center’s web 
portal to date.

 � Unique users – Average monthly total of daily 
unduplicated users for FY15-16 was 63,817. 

 � Hits – Average monthly total hits in FY15-16 are 
1,978,335, an increase of more that 20% from 
previous year.

 �Multimedia:
 » Training videos with more than 500 in-service 

hours available online.  
 » Over 300 other multimedia resources.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Autism Partnership for Effective Programs for Students with Autism 
(PEPSA) 
PEPSA builds professional capacity among educators working 
with students with autism and related disabilities statewide. The 
project provides training to educators who are concerned about 
providing a high quality educational program to students with 
ASD.

 �The project provides the following professional development 
opportunities: provision of regional statewide professional 
development activities related to serving students with ASD 
through regional CARD centers, a Pre-Conference Day for 
educators at the Annual CARD conference, provision of 
support to selected teachers through mentoring with CARD 
staff, Summer Institutes for educators and support for teachers 
to earn autism endorsement. 

 � Create and maintain communication and collaboration of 
teachers across Florida.

 � Increasing the supply of highly 
effective teachers and improve 
student learning and independence 
by providing educators with 
meaningful professional 
development activities that will 
build their capacity to improve the 
learning outcomes of students with 
ASD.

 � PEPSA provided a total of 33 professional 
development activities across the state to over 
2,200 educators. 

 � Hosted the annual pre-conference day that 
provided training to 653 educators. 18 teachers 
completed the intensive mentorship program. 6 
teachers presented their process and findings at the 
annual pre-conference day.

 � 635,175 visits to our website (doepartnership.org).
 � 87,845 visits to our auxiliary website 
(learningcurve.fmhi.usf.edu).

 � 11 summer institutes, 1,076 educators trained in 
those events.

Ongoing Katy Taplety
katytapley@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Project ABA
Project ABA is a 5-year $1.06 million grant funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs (H325K140309), which aims to prepare highly 
qualified behavior analysts to contribute to evidence-based 
practices (EBP) in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) for children 
with autism. All students accepted in the ABA Master’s Program 
are eligible to apply to participate in Project ABA.

 � Prepare 20 highly-qualified school-based behavior analysts 
to provide quality related services for high-need children 
with autism of all grade levels.

 � Improve the quality of related services for high-need 
children with autism of all grade levels including 
preschoolers, which will result in improved learning and 
developmental outcomes and successful transition to 
postsecondary education and the workforce.

 � Train professionals who will 
provide:
 » Evidence-based practices in ABA 

and autism.
 » Assessment and positive 

behavioral intervention and 
support.

 » Collaboration and consultation.
 » Data-based decision-making, 

technology, and evaluation of 
intervention for children with 
autism who are at high risk 
of failure in school due to the 
combination of disability and 
high-need status.

 � Recruited the third cohort of 5 students.
 � Graduated 4 students of the first cohort.
 � Placed the second cohort in Pasco County Schools 
to provide practicum experience.

 � Placed the third cohort in the community settings 
to provide practicum experience.

 � Enrolled the third cohort as trainees of the Florida 
Center for Inclusive Communities.

 � Provided mentorship to students.
 � Provided a 2-day Summer Institute on technology
 � Provided monthly seminars.
 � Supported the first cohort to participate in state 
and national level conferences.

New Kwang-Sun Blair 
kwangsun@usf.
edu 

Kim Crosland 
Crosland@usf.edu

Andrew Samaha
andrewsamaha@
usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Center for Child Welfare 
The Center was established to provide information, 
collaboration, and program support to Florida’s professional 
child welfare stakeholders. It is funded through a contract 
with Florida’s Department of Children and Families. Services 
include a fully searchable on-line knowledge library categorized 
by program area, a comprehensive credentialed video training 
component for professionals, statewide and local live web 
events hosted and supported by staff, responding and posting 
of Frequently Asked Questions submitted by professionals, and 
a collaboration component that serves as an interactive on-line 
information-sharing portal where peers and experts can interact 
with each other and develop on-line learning communities. 

http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org

 � Ensure engagement and consistent information flow to 
Florida’s child welfare and related professionals.

 � Enhance efficiencies in information sharing by creating 
access and linkages to existing resources within Florida’s 
child welfare environment.

 � Link customers to resources, innovations, and evidence-
based models throughout the country.

 � Enable virtual meetings and webcasts to replace conference 
calls and statewide meetings and live training.

 � Apply multimedia knowledge sharing by hosting and or 
video-taping events including conference and training 
workshops and other expert presentations and producing 
videos which are made available on the Center web portal.

 � Expand availability of credentialed child welfare training 
component; adding, enhancing, and posting professional 
training for recertification credits.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in Florida through the 
identification, expansion, and 
transfer of expert knowledge and 
best practices in child welfare 
case practice, direct services, 
management, finance, policy, and 
organizational development to 
child welfare and child protection 
stakeholders throughout Florida.

 � Registered users – 7,104 (Florida’s child welfare 
and related professionals) of The Center’s web 
portal to date.

 � Unique users – Average monthly total of daily 
unduplicated users for FY15-16 was 63,817. 

 � Hits – Average monthly total hits in FY15-16 are 
1,978,335, an increase of more that 20% from 
previous year.

 �Multimedia:
 » Training videos with more than 500 in-service 

hours available online.  
 » Over 300 other multimedia resources.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Center for Child Welfare – Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) 
A remote on-line foster parent training and support project 
which is designed to support and enhance QPI by using several 
on-line approaches to training, mentoring, and support. The 
project offers “Just in Time” training in responses to requests 
from foster parents and trainers which incorporate mentoring, 
modeling, and coaching by experienced and skilled foster 
parents and training professionals. Because training is provided 
in real time on-line, foster parents and trainers from across the 
state can interact and share insights and concerns. 

http://www.QPIFlorida.com

http://www.qpiflorida.org/justintime/index.html

 � Training – The Center works with QPI leaders and 
stakeholders to identify and coordinate clinical or related 
professionals, foster parent mentors, trainers, etc. to facilitate 
learning, discussion, “scenario debriefing,” questions and 
answers, peer learning and interaction for and among 
the on-line participants in real-time.  State and, in some 
cases, national experts will be brought into the training 
event remotely from their locations throughout the nation 
eliminating the need for costly travel or excessive delays in 
delivering training due to logistical planning.

 � On-Line Training Requests:
 » QPI training request function is embedded in the Center’s 

web portal. The QPI Training request is a simple on-line 
form that allows foster parents, trainers or supporters to 
request training. QPI training staff quickly follow up and 
coordinate training events to address the need. The site 
will continue to provide foster parents and trainers with 
easy access to information, people, and resources to meet 
their particular need.

 » Produce on-line multi-media. Select trainings events 
will be recorded and posted to The Center’s multi-media 
library in an edited format to maximize their future use. 
Expert editing services will be used to ensure professional 
quality and composition in line with the focuses of the 
content and the QPI learning objectives.

 » Provide foster parents and licensing professionals with 
certified training hours that can be applied for relicensing.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in Florida through 
the identification and delivery of 
online and interactive training 
services specifically for foster 
parents and related substitute 
caregivers. Increase expertise and 
“professionalization” of foster care 
direct services throughout Florida.

 � Disseminate system change training 
provided by QPI Florida lead 
project staff.

 � Training requests received - 175.
 � Trainings coordinated and broadcasts completed 
- 53.

 � Total participants completing training -6,216.  
This is more than a 25% increase from previous 
FY. 

 � Satisfaction rate – 96%.
 � Additions to QPI's: Just in Time Training website:

 » Site general pages - 39.
 » QPI documents - 48.
 » QPI foster parent training videos - 88.
 » QPI Systems videos - 7.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Center for Child Welfare – Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) 
– California, Nevada, and Cuyahoga Co., OH.
The Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) began in 2009 as a 
collaborative effort with California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS), the County Welfare Directors Association 
(CWDA) and the Youth Law Center with support from the 
Stuart, Walter S. Johnson, and David B. Gold Foundations. 
Since this original date, additional contracts with NV and 
OH have been completed.  Currently LA, TX, and OH are in 
communication regarding these services. 
The Center provides the technology to allow for the remote 
collaboration of the California, Nevada, and Ohio Partners 
and the Youth Law Center to develop a statewide approach to 
recruiting and retaining caregivers.

 �The goal of the initiative is to develop a statewide approach 
to recruiting and retaining high-quality caregivers to provide 
excellent care to children in California’s Child Welfare 
System. Over the past year, nine California counties have 
begun to implement this approach.

 �The Center will facilitate webcast and provide technical 
assistance before, during, and after live events.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in California, Nevada, 
and Cuyahoga Co., Ohio through 
the identification and delivery of 
on-line and interactive training 
services specifically for foster parents 
and related substitute caregivers.

 � Increase expertise and 
“professionalization” of foster 
care direct services throughout 
California, Nevada, and Cuyahoga 
Co., Ohio. 

 � For each site:
 » Ten webcast meetings with statewide partners.
 » One joint webcast meeting with QPI Florida.
 » Monthly Technical Assistance meeting.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Child Welfare Specialty Plan (CWSP) Evaluation
This study assesses the perspective of stakeholders and caregivers 
regarding access to services;  the level of physical, behavioral 
health and child welfare service integration; and characteristics 
of children enrolled in the CWSP and other Medicaid plans.  

 �The goal of this work is to assess if the intended benefits 
of the specialty plan are being realized for stakeholders, 
caregivers and plan enrollees.  

 � Improve the services provided to 
children and youth in Florida’s child 
welfare system.

 � Improve the lives of the children 
and youth served by the Plan.

 � Completed work plan, quarterly reports and 
conducted data collection activities, including 
online surveys and telephone interviews. 
Dissemination of findings from this study will 
contribute to the understanding of the strengths 
and challenges experienced by CWSP stakeholders 
and caregivers of children enrolled in the CWSP. 

Ongoing Roxann McNeish 
mcneish@usf.edu 

Svetlana 
Yampolskaya
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Citrus Helping Adolescents Negatively Impacted by 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CHANCE)
CHANCE is a treatment program in Miami-Dade County 
for youth identified as victims of human trafficking that 
provides a comprehensive continuum of services designed to 
address trauma, improve youth functioning and well-being, 
and reintegrate affected youth into a normalized family and 
community setting. USF/CFS is conducting a program 
evaluation and longitudinal outcome study of youth served 
by the CHANCE program to assess the effectiveness of these 
services for this population. Areas of investigation include 
child and youth functioning at home, in school and in 
the community, as well as areas specific to this population, 
including traumatic exposure and symptoms.

 �The goal of the study is to evaluate CHANCE to determine 
the program’s impact on affected youth. The evaluation 
assesses the appropriateness and effectiveness of treatment 
interventions, fidelity to the program model, and an 
evaluation of youth outcomes.

 � Improve the understanding of the 
characteristics and needs of youth 
engaged in human trafficking.

 � Improve the child welfare system’s 
response to young adults engaged 
in human trafficking, including 
development of an array of 
appropriate services and supports.

 � Preliminary findings from primary data collection 
have been analyzed and reported. Current data 
includes baseline and follow up data for a sample 
of 98 youth enrolled in the evaluation.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Center for Child Welfare – Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) 
A remote on-line foster parent training and support project 
which is designed to support and enhance QPI by using several 
on-line approaches to training, mentoring, and support. The 
project offers “Just in Time” training in responses to requests 
from foster parents and trainers which incorporate mentoring, 
modeling, and coaching by experienced and skilled foster 
parents and training professionals. Because training is provided 
in real time on-line, foster parents and trainers from across the 
state can interact and share insights and concerns. 

http://www.QPIFlorida.com

http://www.qpiflorida.org/justintime/index.html

 � Training – The Center works with QPI leaders and 
stakeholders to identify and coordinate clinical or related 
professionals, foster parent mentors, trainers, etc. to facilitate 
learning, discussion, “scenario debriefing,” questions and 
answers, peer learning and interaction for and among 
the on-line participants in real-time.  State and, in some 
cases, national experts will be brought into the training 
event remotely from their locations throughout the nation 
eliminating the need for costly travel or excessive delays in 
delivering training due to logistical planning.

 � On-Line Training Requests:
 » QPI training request function is embedded in the Center’s 

web portal. The QPI Training request is a simple on-line 
form that allows foster parents, trainers or supporters to 
request training. QPI training staff quickly follow up and 
coordinate training events to address the need. The site 
will continue to provide foster parents and trainers with 
easy access to information, people, and resources to meet 
their particular need.

 » Produce on-line multi-media. Select trainings events 
will be recorded and posted to The Center’s multi-media 
library in an edited format to maximize their future use. 
Expert editing services will be used to ensure professional 
quality and composition in line with the focuses of the 
content and the QPI learning objectives.

 » Provide foster parents and licensing professionals with 
certified training hours that can be applied for relicensing.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in Florida through 
the identification and delivery of 
online and interactive training 
services specifically for foster 
parents and related substitute 
caregivers. Increase expertise and 
“professionalization” of foster care 
direct services throughout Florida.

 � Disseminate system change training 
provided by QPI Florida lead 
project staff.

 � Training requests received - 175.
 � Trainings coordinated and broadcasts completed 
- 53.

 � Total participants completing training -6,216.  
This is more than a 25% increase from previous 
FY. 

 � Satisfaction rate – 96%.
 � Additions to QPI's: Just in Time Training website:

 » Site general pages - 39.
 » QPI documents - 48.
 » QPI foster parent training videos - 88.
 » QPI Systems videos - 7.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Center for Child Welfare – Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) 
– California, Nevada, and Cuyahoga Co., OH.
The Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI) began in 2009 as a 
collaborative effort with California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS), the County Welfare Directors Association 
(CWDA) and the Youth Law Center with support from the 
Stuart, Walter S. Johnson, and David B. Gold Foundations. 
Since this original date, additional contracts with NV and 
OH have been completed.  Currently LA, TX, and OH are in 
communication regarding these services. 
The Center provides the technology to allow for the remote 
collaboration of the California, Nevada, and Ohio Partners 
and the Youth Law Center to develop a statewide approach to 
recruiting and retaining caregivers.

 �The goal of the initiative is to develop a statewide approach 
to recruiting and retaining high-quality caregivers to provide 
excellent care to children in California’s Child Welfare 
System. Over the past year, nine California counties have 
begun to implement this approach.

 �The Center will facilitate webcast and provide technical 
assistance before, during, and after live events.

 � Improve child welfare service 
operations in California, Nevada, 
and Cuyahoga Co., Ohio through 
the identification and delivery of 
on-line and interactive training 
services specifically for foster parents 
and related substitute caregivers.

 � Increase expertise and 
“professionalization” of foster 
care direct services throughout 
California, Nevada, and Cuyahoga 
Co., Ohio. 

 � For each site:
 » Ten webcast meetings with statewide partners.
 » One joint webcast meeting with QPI Florida.
 » Monthly Technical Assistance meeting.

Ongoing Pam Menendez
pmenendez@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Child Welfare Specialty Plan (CWSP) Evaluation
This study assesses the perspective of stakeholders and caregivers 
regarding access to services;  the level of physical, behavioral 
health and child welfare service integration; and characteristics 
of children enrolled in the CWSP and other Medicaid plans.  

 �The goal of this work is to assess if the intended benefits 
of the specialty plan are being realized for stakeholders, 
caregivers and plan enrollees.  

 � Improve the services provided to 
children and youth in Florida’s child 
welfare system.

 � Improve the lives of the children 
and youth served by the Plan.

 � Completed work plan, quarterly reports and 
conducted data collection activities, including 
online surveys and telephone interviews. 
Dissemination of findings from this study will 
contribute to the understanding of the strengths 
and challenges experienced by CWSP stakeholders 
and caregivers of children enrolled in the CWSP. 

Ongoing Roxann McNeish 
mcneish@usf.edu 

Svetlana 
Yampolskaya
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Citrus Helping Adolescents Negatively Impacted by 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CHANCE)
CHANCE is a treatment program in Miami-Dade County 
for youth identified as victims of human trafficking that 
provides a comprehensive continuum of services designed to 
address trauma, improve youth functioning and well-being, 
and reintegrate affected youth into a normalized family and 
community setting. USF/CFS is conducting a program 
evaluation and longitudinal outcome study of youth served 
by the CHANCE program to assess the effectiveness of these 
services for this population. Areas of investigation include 
child and youth functioning at home, in school and in 
the community, as well as areas specific to this population, 
including traumatic exposure and symptoms.

 �The goal of the study is to evaluate CHANCE to determine 
the program’s impact on affected youth. The evaluation 
assesses the appropriateness and effectiveness of treatment 
interventions, fidelity to the program model, and an 
evaluation of youth outcomes.

 � Improve the understanding of the 
characteristics and needs of youth 
engaged in human trafficking.

 � Improve the child welfare system’s 
response to young adults engaged 
in human trafficking, including 
development of an array of 
appropriate services and supports.

 � Preliminary findings from primary data collection 
have been analyzed and reported. Current data 
includes baseline and follow up data for a sample 
of 98 youth enrolled in the evaluation.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Evaluation of Florida’s Title IV-E Waiver
This evaluation examines the Title IV-E Waiver, which enables 
federal funds to be more flexibly spent on preventing children 
who come into contact with Florida’s child welfare system from 
being placed in out-of-home care. The purpose of the evaluation 
is to assess the effectiveness of Florida’s implementation of the 
Waiver at the state and lead agency level. The process evaluation 
also includes a needs assessment of service gaps and fidelity of 
implementation at the practice level.

 � Examine the effectiveness of Waiver implementation at the 
state and lead agency level.

 � Describe the expansion of child welfare practices, including 
innovative and evidence-based practices that contribute to 
improved outcomes for children in the child welfare system.

 � Contribute to and facilitate further dialogue among Florida’s 
child welfare leadership regarding strategies and activities 
needed to affect a positive impact on children and families 
through implementation of the IV-E Waiver.

 � Improved child safety, permanency, 
and well-being outcomes for 
children in the child welfare system.

 � Improved quality of child welfare 
services provided to children and 
families through the IV-E Waiver.

 � In progress. A number of interim reports and 
articles have been produced and are available.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu 

Amy Vargo 
avargo@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Utah’s Title IV-E Waiver
This evaluation examines the Title IV-E Waiver, which enables 
federal funds to be more flexibly spent on preventing children 
who come into contact with Utah’s child welfare system from 
being placed in out-of-home care. The purpose of the evaluation 
is to assess the effectiveness of Utah’s implementation of the 
Waiver at the state level and regional levels.. The process 
evaluation also includes a needs assessment of service gaps and 
fidelity of implementation at the practice level.

 � Examine the effectiveness of Waiver implementation at the 
state level and at pilot sites.

 � Describe the expansion of child welfare practices, including 
innovative and evidence-based practices that contribute to 
improved outcomes for children in the child welfare system.

 � Contribute to and facilitate further dialogue among Utah’s 
child welfare leadership regarding strategies and activities 
needed to affect a positive impact on children and families 
through implementation of the IV-E Waiver.

 � Improved child safety, permanency, 
and well-being outcomes for 
children in the child welfare system.

 � Improved quality of child welfare 
services provided to children and 
families through the IV-E Waiver.

 � In progress. A number of interim reports have 
been produced and are available.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu 

Amy Vargo 
avargo@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Miami-Dade IMPACT Project
The Identify, Measure, and Prevent Addiction and Childhood 
Trauma (IMPACT) Project enhances child and family well-
being and reduces incidences of re-abuse, child welfare re-
referrals and removals. 

 �The overarching objective of the IMPACT Project is 
to demonstrate that an integrated continuum of care, 
combined with an innovative intensive family therapy 
intervention,, will result in increased parental retention in 
substance abuse treatment, enhanced provision of targeted 
services for children and parents, improved parenting 
practices, and a decrease in family trauma. 

 � If effective, the practice being tested, 
along with system changes, will 
result in improved child well-being 
and family functioning among 
families with identified substance 
use disorder and at high risk of 
child removal. 

 �The study is in its third  year and has successfully 
enrolled 38 participants in a randomized 
controlled trial designed to test the Engaging 
Moms/Parents intervention. We have recently 
introduced an additional partner provider, The 
Village South, to serve parents enrolled in the 
treatment group of the experiment.

Ongoing Linda M. Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Community 
Supports

A Pilot Study of Postpartum Weight Loss in Obese Women 
Using a Sleep Intervention in a Group Prenatal Care Setting
This project establishes the basis for a clinical trial evaluating 
group prenatal care as a means of reducing obesity in obese 
pregnant women.

 � Reduce obesity in obese pregnant women.  � Improve the health and well-being 
of obese pregnant women.

 � One peer-reviewed article has been published and 
second article was submitted. 

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

An Integrative Intervention for Binge Eating Among African 
American Adolescents
This project develops and evaluates an innovative intervention 
(LIBER8-Linking Individuals Being Emotionally Real) for 
African-American adolescent girls.

 � Develop and evaluate an innovative intervention for 
ethnically diverse adolescent girls. This intervention will 
focus on teaching girls skills that help them reduce their 
problematic eating behaviors and improve their overall 
well-being. 

 � Reduce binge and loss of control 
(LOC) eating.

 � Improve psychosocial functioning as 
evidenced by decreased depression, 
anxiety, eating disorder cognitions, 
and impulsivity, and improved 
quality of life. 

 � Collaborated with Virginia Commonwealth 
University colleagues. 

 � Published paper based on the focus groups. 
 � Submitted paper based on the intervention data. 

Completed Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Child Welfare 
System and 

Practice 
Improvement

Evaluation of Florida’s Title IV-E Waiver
This evaluation examines the Title IV-E Waiver, which enables 
federal funds to be more flexibly spent on preventing children 
who come into contact with Florida’s child welfare system from 
being placed in out-of-home care. The purpose of the evaluation 
is to assess the effectiveness of Florida’s implementation of the 
Waiver at the state and lead agency level. The process evaluation 
also includes a needs assessment of service gaps and fidelity of 
implementation at the practice level.

 � Examine the effectiveness of Waiver implementation at the 
state and lead agency level.

 � Describe the expansion of child welfare practices, including 
innovative and evidence-based practices that contribute to 
improved outcomes for children in the child welfare system.

 � Contribute to and facilitate further dialogue among Florida’s 
child welfare leadership regarding strategies and activities 
needed to affect a positive impact on children and families 
through implementation of the IV-E Waiver.

 � Improved child safety, permanency, 
and well-being outcomes for 
children in the child welfare system.

 � Improved quality of child welfare 
services provided to children and 
families through the IV-E Waiver.

 � In progress. A number of interim reports and 
articles have been produced and are available.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu 

Amy Vargo 
avargo@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Utah’s Title IV-E Waiver
This evaluation examines the Title IV-E Waiver, which enables 
federal funds to be more flexibly spent on preventing children 
who come into contact with Utah’s child welfare system from 
being placed in out-of-home care. The purpose of the evaluation 
is to assess the effectiveness of Utah’s implementation of the 
Waiver at the state level and regional levels.. The process 
evaluation also includes a needs assessment of service gaps and 
fidelity of implementation at the practice level.

 � Examine the effectiveness of Waiver implementation at the 
state level and at pilot sites.

 � Describe the expansion of child welfare practices, including 
innovative and evidence-based practices that contribute to 
improved outcomes for children in the child welfare system.

 � Contribute to and facilitate further dialogue among Utah’s 
child welfare leadership regarding strategies and activities 
needed to affect a positive impact on children and families 
through implementation of the IV-E Waiver.

 � Improved child safety, permanency, 
and well-being outcomes for 
children in the child welfare system.

 � Improved quality of child welfare 
services provided to children and 
families through the IV-E Waiver.

 � In progress. A number of interim reports have 
been produced and are available.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu 

Amy Vargo 
avargo@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Miami-Dade IMPACT Project
The Identify, Measure, and Prevent Addiction and Childhood 
Trauma (IMPACT) Project enhances child and family well-
being and reduces incidences of re-abuse, child welfare re-
referrals and removals. 

 �The overarching objective of the IMPACT Project is 
to demonstrate that an integrated continuum of care, 
combined with an innovative intensive family therapy 
intervention,, will result in increased parental retention in 
substance abuse treatment, enhanced provision of targeted 
services for children and parents, improved parenting 
practices, and a decrease in family trauma. 

 � If effective, the practice being tested, 
along with system changes, will 
result in improved child well-being 
and family functioning among 
families with identified substance 
use disorder and at high risk of 
child removal. 

 �The study is in its third  year and has successfully 
enrolled 38 participants in a randomized 
controlled trial designed to test the Engaging 
Moms/Parents intervention. We have recently 
introduced an additional partner provider, The 
Village South, to serve parents enrolled in the 
treatment group of the experiment.

Ongoing Linda M. Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Community 
Supports

A Pilot Study of Postpartum Weight Loss in Obese Women 
Using a Sleep Intervention in a Group Prenatal Care Setting
This project establishes the basis for a clinical trial evaluating 
group prenatal care as a means of reducing obesity in obese 
pregnant women.

 � Reduce obesity in obese pregnant women.  � Improve the health and well-being 
of obese pregnant women.

 � One peer-reviewed article has been published and 
second article was submitted. 

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

An Integrative Intervention for Binge Eating Among African 
American Adolescents
This project develops and evaluates an innovative intervention 
(LIBER8-Linking Individuals Being Emotionally Real) for 
African-American adolescent girls.

 � Develop and evaluate an innovative intervention for 
ethnically diverse adolescent girls. This intervention will 
focus on teaching girls skills that help them reduce their 
problematic eating behaviors and improve their overall 
well-being. 

 � Reduce binge and loss of control 
(LOC) eating.

 � Improve psychosocial functioning as 
evidenced by decreased depression, 
anxiety, eating disorder cognitions, 
and impulsivity, and improved 
quality of life. 

 � Collaborated with Virginia Commonwealth 
University colleagues. 

 � Published paper based on the focus groups. 
 � Submitted paper based on the intervention data. 

Completed Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Cultural & Linguistic Competence Hub, Technical Assistance 
Center for Children’s Behavioral Health/National Training & 
Technical Assistance Center 
The CLC Hub and TA Network is the national TA center 
for the CMHS, SAMHSA Child Mental Health Initiatives 
providing technical assistance to local and state system of care 
grantees and non-grantees.

 � To develop effective service systems and establish a skilled 
and well-prepared workforce that can expand and sustain 
community-based systems of care toward the benefit 
of all children and youth with behavioral health needs 
and their families. The CLC Hub focuses on helping 
Systems of Care eliminate behavioral health disparities and 
disproportionalities.

 � Increased understanding of system 
of care process and structure, 
including developing a diverse 
provider network needed to support 
all children, youth, and families, 
and effectively serve minority 
populations to reduce disparities 
and disproportionalities in 
behavioral health, including lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, 
and two-spirit children, youth, and 
their families.

 �Maintained a resource library focused on cultural 
and linguistic competence in behavioral health for 
use by consultants, coaches, state and community 
CMHI grantees and the general public.

 � Provided technical assistance to states, 
communities, tribal communities, and US 
territories to implement systems of care over five 
years of grant funding.

 � Developed toolkits, resource briefs, resource 
highlights and TA tools  to address specific areas of 
cultural and linguistic competence.

 � Implemented peer learning exchange series that 
included webinars such as Community based 
Support: Natural Helpers, CHWs & Peer Support 
Workers; Behavioral Health Disparity Impact 
Statements; Engaging Faith-Based Organizations 
in your Community; and CLAS Standards for 
Practitioners: Tools for Implementing CLAS 
Standard 1.

 � Created and reviewed various documents and 
publications (i.e., TA Telegram) created by TA 
Network partners, universities and others (e.g., 
National Indian Child Welfare Association, 
Center for Health Care Strategies).

 � Facilitated the SAMHSA/CMHS/CAFB  
National Workgroup To Address the Needs of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, 
Two-Spirit Children and Youth Who Are 
LGBTQI-2S and Their Families. 

Ongoing Kathy Lazear 
klazear@usf.edu 

Mario Hernandez 
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Customized Employment Certification 
Online certificate course in the customized employment (CE) 
process for providers of Vocational Rehabilitation services in 
Florida.

 � Expand the process to build statewide capacity.
 � Develop a system for continual tracking and evaluation 
of the certification process to ensure model fidelity and 
effectiveness.

 � Statewide system for certifying 
vendors to provide the CE process 
as a service to customers of the 
Florida Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation. 

 � Increase in the number of 
individual with disabilities that 
achieve competitive and integrated 
employment.

 � Developed and implemented the performance-
based certification process for online 
implementation.

 � Expanded from original Discovery certificate to 
full CE process aligning with provisions of the 
newly enacted WIOA.

 � Partnered with the Center for Social Capital 
to increase training opportunities and expedite 
capacity building.

Ongoing Tammy 
Jorgensen Smith 
smithtj@usf.edu

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Function First: An Online Assessment and Intervention Tool 
to Reduce Runaways
This project is a Small Business Innovation Research Grant 
collaborating with the Center for Social Innovation. The goal 
of the  grant is to create a comprehensive online version of the 
Functional Assessment Interview for Runaways (FAIR) and an 
interactive training module for caregivers of youth in foster care.  

(Funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development)

 � To create an online version of an assessment tool for 
decreasing youth runaway behavior.   

 � To develop an interactive training for caregivers of youth to 
assist them in developing effective interventions to decrease 
running.

 � To conduct a formal evaluation of the online tool and 
training module with child welfare providers.  

 � Improve stability of youth in foster 
care placements by decreasing 
runaway behavior. 

 � Improve the training of caregivers 
in how to interview youth and 
implement effective interventions. 

 � Created on-line version of the Functional 
Assessment Interview for Runaways (FAIR) tool. 

 � Developed and tested the interactive training with 
administrators, caseworkers, and group home staff.  

 � Conducted data analysis and evaluation from the 
field testing.

Ongoing Kim Crosland 
Crosland@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Extending Smart Home Technology to Individual Homes 
– US Department of Veterans Affairs subcontract through 
Ubisense, Inc.  
The Tampa VA Smart Home has been fully integrated into the 
Tampa Assistive Technology (AT) program providing cognitive 
assistive technologies to Polytrauma TBI and other cognitively 
impaired veterans.

 � To create a smart living environment for veterans with 
disabilities to further advance their life goals and ambitions 
and minimize caregiver burden. 

 � To delay injured veteran 
institutionalization and facilitate 
new opportunities for those who 
have borne the battle.

 � Presented information and findings at two 
national conferences.  

 � Crafted three Peer Reviewed Publications. 

Ongoing William Kearns
kearns@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Cultural & Linguistic Competence Hub, Technical Assistance 
Center for Children’s Behavioral Health/National Training & 
Technical Assistance Center 
The CLC Hub and TA Network is the national TA center 
for the CMHS, SAMHSA Child Mental Health Initiatives 
providing technical assistance to local and state system of care 
grantees and non-grantees.

 � To develop effective service systems and establish a skilled 
and well-prepared workforce that can expand and sustain 
community-based systems of care toward the benefit 
of all children and youth with behavioral health needs 
and their families. The CLC Hub focuses on helping 
Systems of Care eliminate behavioral health disparities and 
disproportionalities.

 � Increased understanding of system 
of care process and structure, 
including developing a diverse 
provider network needed to support 
all children, youth, and families, 
and effectively serve minority 
populations to reduce disparities 
and disproportionalities in 
behavioral health, including lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, 
and two-spirit children, youth, and 
their families.

 �Maintained a resource library focused on cultural 
and linguistic competence in behavioral health for 
use by consultants, coaches, state and community 
CMHI grantees and the general public.

 � Provided technical assistance to states, 
communities, tribal communities, and US 
territories to implement systems of care over five 
years of grant funding.

 � Developed toolkits, resource briefs, resource 
highlights and TA tools  to address specific areas of 
cultural and linguistic competence.

 � Implemented peer learning exchange series that 
included webinars such as Community based 
Support: Natural Helpers, CHWs & Peer Support 
Workers; Behavioral Health Disparity Impact 
Statements; Engaging Faith-Based Organizations 
in your Community; and CLAS Standards for 
Practitioners: Tools for Implementing CLAS 
Standard 1.

 � Created and reviewed various documents and 
publications (i.e., TA Telegram) created by TA 
Network partners, universities and others (e.g., 
National Indian Child Welfare Association, 
Center for Health Care Strategies).

 � Facilitated the SAMHSA/CMHS/CAFB  
National Workgroup To Address the Needs of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, 
Two-Spirit Children and Youth Who Are 
LGBTQI-2S and Their Families. 

Ongoing Kathy Lazear 
klazear@usf.edu 

Mario Hernandez 
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Customized Employment Certification 
Online certificate course in the customized employment (CE) 
process for providers of Vocational Rehabilitation services in 
Florida.

 � Expand the process to build statewide capacity.
 � Develop a system for continual tracking and evaluation 
of the certification process to ensure model fidelity and 
effectiveness.

 � Statewide system for certifying 
vendors to provide the CE process 
as a service to customers of the 
Florida Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation. 

 � Increase in the number of 
individual with disabilities that 
achieve competitive and integrated 
employment.

 � Developed and implemented the performance-
based certification process for online 
implementation.

 � Expanded from original Discovery certificate to 
full CE process aligning with provisions of the 
newly enacted WIOA.

 � Partnered with the Center for Social Capital 
to increase training opportunities and expedite 
capacity building.

Ongoing Tammy 
Jorgensen Smith 
smithtj@usf.edu

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

Function First: An Online Assessment and Intervention Tool 
to Reduce Runaways
This project is a Small Business Innovation Research Grant 
collaborating with the Center for Social Innovation. The goal 
of the  grant is to create a comprehensive online version of the 
Functional Assessment Interview for Runaways (FAIR) and an 
interactive training module for caregivers of youth in foster care.  

(Funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development)

 � To create an online version of an assessment tool for 
decreasing youth runaway behavior.   

 � To develop an interactive training for caregivers of youth to 
assist them in developing effective interventions to decrease 
running.

 � To conduct a formal evaluation of the online tool and 
training module with child welfare providers.  

 � Improve stability of youth in foster 
care placements by decreasing 
runaway behavior. 

 � Improve the training of caregivers 
in how to interview youth and 
implement effective interventions. 

 � Created on-line version of the Functional 
Assessment Interview for Runaways (FAIR) tool. 

 � Developed and tested the interactive training with 
administrators, caseworkers, and group home staff.  

 � Conducted data analysis and evaluation from the 
field testing.

Ongoing Kim Crosland 
Crosland@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Extending Smart Home Technology to Individual Homes 
– US Department of Veterans Affairs subcontract through 
Ubisense, Inc.  
The Tampa VA Smart Home has been fully integrated into the 
Tampa Assistive Technology (AT) program providing cognitive 
assistive technologies to Polytrauma TBI and other cognitively 
impaired veterans.

 � To create a smart living environment for veterans with 
disabilities to further advance their life goals and ambitions 
and minimize caregiver burden. 

 � To delay injured veteran 
institutionalization and facilitate 
new opportunities for those who 
have borne the battle.

 � Presented information and findings at two 
national conferences.  

 � Crafted three Peer Reviewed Publications. 

Ongoing William Kearns
kearns@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Improving Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer Survivorship 
Cancer survival rates for adolescents and young adults (AYA) 
have not improved relative to younger and older age groups. 
This cancer health disparity is attributed to AYA’s unique 
medical, psychosocial and supportive care needs. Patient 
Navigation (PN) is an intervention model designed 
to reduce health disparities by providing assistance in 
overcoming health system, personal, and logistical barriers 
throughout the cancer care continuum.

 �  Test Patient Navigation program addressing the specific 
needs of adolescents and young adults. 

 � To establish the basis of 
incorporating patient navigators 
into the Moffitt Cancer Center 
health care system. A pilot random 
controlled trial to test whether AYA 
outcomes are significantly improved 
with the use of a patient navigator 
will follow up this initial study.

 � Data collection has been completed.
 � Continued data analysis.
 �Three peer-reviewed articles prepared for 
submission. 

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Interdisciplinary Center for Evaluation and Intervention 
(ICEI) 
ICEI innovative clinic is one of five in the Florida Diagnostic 
Learning and Resource System Network. The ICEI serves 
school-aged children with complex learning, behavioral, 
medical, and socio-emotional problems as well as their 
families and teachers. The program is a unique resource for 
students, families, and school districts in Florida, providing 
comprehensive evaluation, consultation, and intervention 
services, parent education and support services, and professional 
development for educators and other professionals.

 � Provide evaluation and intervention services to students 
ages 3 through 21 whose needs are complex. Services to be 
delivered include:
 » Functional Behavior Assessments and Function-based 

Support Plans.
 » Autism specific evaluations.
 » Psychological/educational evaluations for students with 

complex social/emotional conditions.
 » Person-Centered Plans.
 » Coaching/consultation with schools.
 » Providing practicum and supervision opportunities for 

graduate students in multiple disciplines including ABA, 
School Psychology, and Clinical Psychology.

 � Successful implementation of 
interventions will result in the 
following outcomes:
 » Improved intervention 

implementation fidelity.
 » Improved student outcomes 

(reduced problem behavior; 
increase in social skills and 
academic engagement).

 » Improved systemic data (e.g.,  
reduced number of restraints/
seclusions; reduced number of 
students in segregated placements 
for behavior problems).

 � Operates with an interdisciplinary team that 
includes representatives from medicine/health, 
special education, neuropsychology, family 
support, psychiatry, communication sciences, 
psychology, behavioral analysis, and social work. 

 � Clinic had practicum students from multiple 
disciplines including applied behavior analysis, 
special education, communication sciences, 
psychiatry, clinical psychology and school 
psychology.

 � In 2015-2016 fiscal year, the following 
accomplishments were documented:
 » 119 children received services.
 » 101 parents received services.
 » 8 school districts were served.

 � Specific services provided:
 » 487 evaluation activities.
 » 228 recommendations and consultation services 

to families, teachers, and school administrators.
 » 126 consultation services to families, teachers, 

and school administrators.
 » 7 workshops and trainings.
 » 143 pre-trainings and supervision events 

provided to graduate and undergraduate 
students.

Ongoing Rose Iovannone 
iovannone@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

NOURISHing Families to Promote Healthy Eating and 
Exercise in Overweight Children
This project extends and evaluates the efficacy of an intensive 
parenting intervention (NOURISH), targeting ethnically 
diverse parents of overweight children (ages 6-11) on a larger 
and multi-site level. 

 � Evaluate the efficacy of an intensive intervention targeting 
ethnically diverse parents of overweight (BMI >85th 
percentile) children ages 6-11.

 �This intervention has been 
implemented in a small pilot trial 
and yielded significant reductions in 
child BMI percentile. 

 �These efforts will build upon the 
strengths of pilot work and integrate 
more hands-on experiences 
for parents to optimize the 
intervention’s efficacy.

 � Ongoing data collection.
 � Continued efforts on publications in professional 
journals.

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Senior Connections Center, Inc. 
Senior Connections Center, Inc. formerly known as the West 
Central Florida Area Agency on Aging, Inc. is contingent upon  
annual appropriations by the Legislature passed through the 
Department of Elder Affairs. The grant is funded for a three-
year period with a yearly application submission and review 
process.

 � To plan, develop and offer services and activities in 
compliance with contract for grandparents who are raising 
their grandchildren in the five county areas of Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Highlands, Hardee, and Polk.

 �The goal of this grant is to provide 
effective services and activities in 
an holistic environment that will 
facilitate well-being, safety and 
stability to grandparent caregivers 
who are raising their grandchildren.  

 �The kinship support groups successfully 
maintained their group attendance and 
networking activities. New services have been 
added including sitter services and counseling 
services.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Targeting Caregivers to Enhance Health Behaviors in 
Pediatric Cancer Survivors
This project adapts a parenting intervention (NOURISH) for 
overweight and obese pediatric cancer survivors in a randomized 
control trial.

 � Evaluate the preliminary effectiveness of NOURISH-T for 
pediatric cancer survivors, compared to an Enhanced Usual 
Care (EUC) control condition.

 �  Evaluate factors to consider to improve future adaptations of 
the intervention, including determining the best time post-
cancer treatment to offer the intervention to caregivers based 
on caregiver participation rates and response variability as a 
function of the PCS age, gender, race, and time since end of 
treatment.

 � Pool multi-site data collected and 
evaluate whether intervention 
shows promise in increasing healthy 
lifestyle behaviors for child survivors 
of cancer. 

 � Two paper presentations based on the preliminary 
data have been made to major conferences and 
feasibility of the intervention is being evaluated. 

 � Data collection nearly completed.

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Improving Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer Survivorship 
Cancer survival rates for adolescents and young adults (AYA) 
have not improved relative to younger and older age groups. 
This cancer health disparity is attributed to AYA’s unique 
medical, psychosocial and supportive care needs. Patient 
Navigation (PN) is an intervention model designed 
to reduce health disparities by providing assistance in 
overcoming health system, personal, and logistical barriers 
throughout the cancer care continuum.

 �  Test Patient Navigation program addressing the specific 
needs of adolescents and young adults. 

 � To establish the basis of 
incorporating patient navigators 
into the Moffitt Cancer Center 
health care system. A pilot random 
controlled trial to test whether AYA 
outcomes are significantly improved 
with the use of a patient navigator 
will follow up this initial study.

 � Data collection has been completed.
 � Continued data analysis.
 �Three peer-reviewed articles prepared for 
submission. 

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Interdisciplinary Center for Evaluation and Intervention 
(ICEI) 
ICEI innovative clinic is one of five in the Florida Diagnostic 
Learning and Resource System Network. The ICEI serves 
school-aged children with complex learning, behavioral, 
medical, and socio-emotional problems as well as their 
families and teachers. The program is a unique resource for 
students, families, and school districts in Florida, providing 
comprehensive evaluation, consultation, and intervention 
services, parent education and support services, and professional 
development for educators and other professionals.

 � Provide evaluation and intervention services to students 
ages 3 through 21 whose needs are complex. Services to be 
delivered include:
 » Functional Behavior Assessments and Function-based 

Support Plans.
 » Autism specific evaluations.
 » Psychological/educational evaluations for students with 

complex social/emotional conditions.
 » Person-Centered Plans.
 » Coaching/consultation with schools.
 » Providing practicum and supervision opportunities for 

graduate students in multiple disciplines including ABA, 
School Psychology, and Clinical Psychology.

 � Successful implementation of 
interventions will result in the 
following outcomes:
 » Improved intervention 

implementation fidelity.
 » Improved student outcomes 

(reduced problem behavior; 
increase in social skills and 
academic engagement).

 » Improved systemic data (e.g.,  
reduced number of restraints/
seclusions; reduced number of 
students in segregated placements 
for behavior problems).

 � Operates with an interdisciplinary team that 
includes representatives from medicine/health, 
special education, neuropsychology, family 
support, psychiatry, communication sciences, 
psychology, behavioral analysis, and social work. 

 � Clinic had practicum students from multiple 
disciplines including applied behavior analysis, 
special education, communication sciences, 
psychiatry, clinical psychology and school 
psychology.

 � In 2015-2016 fiscal year, the following 
accomplishments were documented:
 » 119 children received services.
 » 101 parents received services.
 » 8 school districts were served.

 � Specific services provided:
 » 487 evaluation activities.
 » 228 recommendations and consultation services 

to families, teachers, and school administrators.
 » 126 consultation services to families, teachers, 

and school administrators.
 » 7 workshops and trainings.
 » 143 pre-trainings and supervision events 

provided to graduate and undergraduate 
students.

Ongoing Rose Iovannone 
iovannone@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

NOURISHing Families to Promote Healthy Eating and 
Exercise in Overweight Children
This project extends and evaluates the efficacy of an intensive 
parenting intervention (NOURISH), targeting ethnically 
diverse parents of overweight children (ages 6-11) on a larger 
and multi-site level. 

 � Evaluate the efficacy of an intensive intervention targeting 
ethnically diverse parents of overweight (BMI >85th 
percentile) children ages 6-11.

 �This intervention has been 
implemented in a small pilot trial 
and yielded significant reductions in 
child BMI percentile. 

 �These efforts will build upon the 
strengths of pilot work and integrate 
more hands-on experiences 
for parents to optimize the 
intervention’s efficacy.

 � Ongoing data collection.
 � Continued efforts on publications in professional 
journals.

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Senior Connections Center, Inc. 
Senior Connections Center, Inc. formerly known as the West 
Central Florida Area Agency on Aging, Inc. is contingent upon  
annual appropriations by the Legislature passed through the 
Department of Elder Affairs. The grant is funded for a three-
year period with a yearly application submission and review 
process.

 � To plan, develop and offer services and activities in 
compliance with contract for grandparents who are raising 
their grandchildren in the five county areas of Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Highlands, Hardee, and Polk.

 �The goal of this grant is to provide 
effective services and activities in 
an holistic environment that will 
facilitate well-being, safety and 
stability to grandparent caregivers 
who are raising their grandchildren.  

 �The kinship support groups successfully 
maintained their group attendance and 
networking activities. New services have been 
added including sitter services and counseling 
services.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Targeting Caregivers to Enhance Health Behaviors in 
Pediatric Cancer Survivors
This project adapts a parenting intervention (NOURISH) for 
overweight and obese pediatric cancer survivors in a randomized 
control trial.

 � Evaluate the preliminary effectiveness of NOURISH-T for 
pediatric cancer survivors, compared to an Enhanced Usual 
Care (EUC) control condition.

 �  Evaluate factors to consider to improve future adaptations of 
the intervention, including determining the best time post-
cancer treatment to offer the intervention to caregivers based 
on caregiver participation rates and response variability as a 
function of the PCS age, gender, race, and time since end of 
treatment.

 � Pool multi-site data collected and 
evaluate whether intervention 
shows promise in increasing healthy 
lifestyle behaviors for child survivors 
of cancer. 

 � Two paper presentations based on the preliminary 
data have been made to major conferences and 
feasibility of the intervention is being evaluated. 

 � Data collection nearly completed.

Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Teen Tracking to Health Program: School Intervention for 
9th Graders in the School
This project tests the feasibility of incorporating technology as a 
tool to increase healthier eating and physical activity behaviors 
in adolescents in the school setting. 

 � Evaluate the use of technology in a school-based obesity 
intervention program for high school students. 

 � Provide staffing for the group and individual goal setting 
sessions in combination with a core group doctoral students. 

 � Provide clinical supervision and training of graduate 
students recruited to work on the project from several 
University of South Florida clinical training programs, 
including the Department of Psychology, Rehabilitation 
and Mental Health Counseling, Social Work, and School 
Psychology. 

 � Help reduce adolescent obesity.  � Data collection currently being analyzed. Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Dementia-
Specific Adult 

Day Care

Pathways to Care: An Evaluation and Substantive 
Component
This is a contract to evaluate the effectiveness of 22 dementia-
specific adult day care centers, and to develop a graduate course 
that focuses on home and community based care

 � Assess the impact of a family-centered approach to 
day centers where the focus is both on the person with 
Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias and on the family 
caregiver.

 �The goal is to determine whether 
family centered adult day care 
centers are effective interventions, 
and whether or not they are equally 
effective for diverse populations

 � Two poster presentations at national association 
meetings, and one plenary address at a large 
regional conference have been given.

Ongoing David Chiriboga
dchiriboga@usf.
edu

Nan Sook Park
nanpark@usf.edu

Victor Molinari
vmolinari@usf.
edu

I   Produce well 
educated global 
citizens

II   Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Early 
Childhood

Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA)
The ECTA is funded by the Office of Special Education 
programs to provide support to systems and programs 
providing early intervention and preschool services to infants, 
toddlers, and preschool children with or at risk of disabilities. 
The University of South Florida is participating by providing 
intensive technical assistance to states for the implementation 
and scaling up of recommended practices.

 �The ECTA Center assists states in building effective, efficient 
systems; scaling up and sustaining effective services; and, 
promoting research-based interventions for infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers with disabilities and their families.

 � Implementation of effective state 
systems and local programs that 
result in improved outcomes for 
young children and their families 
served by IDEA.

 � Project faculty are assisting Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, and Utah in the statewide 
implementation and scaling-up of Division for 
Early Childhood Recommended Practices for 
improving child outcomes. 

 � Capacity building activities include the 
development of data decision-making tools, 
training materials, and the mentorship of state 
training and technical assistance professionals.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) 
HIPPY is a home-based, early intervention/school readiness 
program. The parent is provided with a set of developmentally 
appropriate materials, curriculum, and books designed to 
strengthen their children’s cognitive, social/emotional, and 
physical development for their preschool children aged 3-5. The 
Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center works 
in collaboration with the HIPPY national office to provide 
training, technical assistance, and guidance to HIPPY programs 
in Florida, and research and evaluation support to HIPPY 
programs at the state and national levels.

 � Build capacity of the Florida HIPPY state office and local 
programs to grow HIPPY in Florida.

 � Assist programs in reaching/building optimal quality and 
capacity in order to promote parent involvement and school 
readiness and success of HIPPY children. 

 � Provide research related to the effects of HIPPY program on 
children and families.  

 � Increase parent involvement and 
improve children’s school readiness 
skills. 

 � Provide coordinators and home 
visitors with training and resources 
to enhance their work with HIPPY 
families.

 � Improve Florida HIPPY research 
methodology and provided 
consultation to HIPPY USA on 
future research projects.

 � Approximately 2,132 children from 1,962 families 
were enrolled Florida HIPPY programs during 
the 2015-2016 year. 1,476 of these children were 
TANF eligible.

 � 9 of the 21 Florida HIPPY programs were 
accredited by HIPPY USA.

 � 3 Newsletters were distributed:
 » 1,153 Fall issues were mailed & virtually sent 

out in July
 » 1,537 Spring issues were mailed & virtually sent 

out in March.
 » 1,294 Summer issues mailed & virtually sent 

out in May.
 � 3 Statewide HIPPY advisory committee meetings 
were held during the year.

 � 6 HIPPY programs completed health activities.
 � 125 home visitors completed the online 
orientation trainings.

 � 1,117 new children were enrolled in the 
longitudinal study during this period.

 � 5,985 children represent the cumulative total 
number of HIPPY children enrolled in the Florida 
HIPPY Longitudinal Study.

 � Analysis showed a 14% increase from pre to post 
in terms of daily reading to their children (31% at 
pre versus 45% at post).

 �More parents were also more actively engaged in 
the reading process with their children. 

 �More parents demonstrated structure and 
consistency when working with their children, 
using both a consistent place and time when they 
worked on HIPPY activities.

 � As children moved further into the HIPPY 
curriculum they became more competent in early 
educational concepts relating to colors, numbers/
counting, letters, shapes, sizes/comparisons. 

Ongoing Mary Lindsey 
lindsey@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Community 
Supports

Teen Tracking to Health Program: School Intervention for 
9th Graders in the School
This project tests the feasibility of incorporating technology as a 
tool to increase healthier eating and physical activity behaviors 
in adolescents in the school setting. 

 � Evaluate the use of technology in a school-based obesity 
intervention program for high school students. 

 � Provide staffing for the group and individual goal setting 
sessions in combination with a core group doctoral students. 

 � Provide clinical supervision and training of graduate 
students recruited to work on the project from several 
University of South Florida clinical training programs, 
including the Department of Psychology, Rehabilitation 
and Mental Health Counseling, Social Work, and School 
Psychology. 

 � Help reduce adolescent obesity.  � Data collection currently being analyzed. Ongoing Marilyn Stern
mstern1@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Dementia-
Specific Adult 

Day Care

Pathways to Care: An Evaluation and Substantive 
Component
This is a contract to evaluate the effectiveness of 22 dementia-
specific adult day care centers, and to develop a graduate course 
that focuses on home and community based care

 � Assess the impact of a family-centered approach to 
day centers where the focus is both on the person with 
Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias and on the family 
caregiver.

 �The goal is to determine whether 
family centered adult day care 
centers are effective interventions, 
and whether or not they are equally 
effective for diverse populations

 � Two poster presentations at national association 
meetings, and one plenary address at a large 
regional conference have been given.

Ongoing David Chiriboga
dchiriboga@usf.
edu

Nan Sook Park
nanpark@usf.edu

Victor Molinari
vmolinari@usf.
edu

I   Produce well 
educated global 
citizens

II   Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Early 
Childhood

Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA)
The ECTA is funded by the Office of Special Education 
programs to provide support to systems and programs 
providing early intervention and preschool services to infants, 
toddlers, and preschool children with or at risk of disabilities. 
The University of South Florida is participating by providing 
intensive technical assistance to states for the implementation 
and scaling up of recommended practices.

 �The ECTA Center assists states in building effective, efficient 
systems; scaling up and sustaining effective services; and, 
promoting research-based interventions for infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers with disabilities and their families.

 � Implementation of effective state 
systems and local programs that 
result in improved outcomes for 
young children and their families 
served by IDEA.

 � Project faculty are assisting Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, and Utah in the statewide 
implementation and scaling-up of Division for 
Early Childhood Recommended Practices for 
improving child outcomes. 

 � Capacity building activities include the 
development of data decision-making tools, 
training materials, and the mentorship of state 
training and technical assistance professionals.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) 
HIPPY is a home-based, early intervention/school readiness 
program. The parent is provided with a set of developmentally 
appropriate materials, curriculum, and books designed to 
strengthen their children’s cognitive, social/emotional, and 
physical development for their preschool children aged 3-5. The 
Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center works 
in collaboration with the HIPPY national office to provide 
training, technical assistance, and guidance to HIPPY programs 
in Florida, and research and evaluation support to HIPPY 
programs at the state and national levels.

 � Build capacity of the Florida HIPPY state office and local 
programs to grow HIPPY in Florida.

 � Assist programs in reaching/building optimal quality and 
capacity in order to promote parent involvement and school 
readiness and success of HIPPY children. 

 � Provide research related to the effects of HIPPY program on 
children and families.  

 � Increase parent involvement and 
improve children’s school readiness 
skills. 

 � Provide coordinators and home 
visitors with training and resources 
to enhance their work with HIPPY 
families.

 � Improve Florida HIPPY research 
methodology and provided 
consultation to HIPPY USA on 
future research projects.

 � Approximately 2,132 children from 1,962 families 
were enrolled Florida HIPPY programs during 
the 2015-2016 year. 1,476 of these children were 
TANF eligible.

 � 9 of the 21 Florida HIPPY programs were 
accredited by HIPPY USA.

 � 3 Newsletters were distributed:
 » 1,153 Fall issues were mailed & virtually sent 

out in July
 » 1,537 Spring issues were mailed & virtually sent 

out in March.
 » 1,294 Summer issues mailed & virtually sent 

out in May.
 � 3 Statewide HIPPY advisory committee meetings 
were held during the year.

 � 6 HIPPY programs completed health activities.
 � 125 home visitors completed the online 
orientation trainings.

 � 1,117 new children were enrolled in the 
longitudinal study during this period.

 � 5,985 children represent the cumulative total 
number of HIPPY children enrolled in the Florida 
HIPPY Longitudinal Study.

 � Analysis showed a 14% increase from pre to post 
in terms of daily reading to their children (31% at 
pre versus 45% at post).

 �More parents were also more actively engaged in 
the reading process with their children. 

 �More parents demonstrated structure and 
consistency when working with their children, 
using both a consistent place and time when they 
worked on HIPPY activities.

 � As children moved further into the HIPPY 
curriculum they became more competent in early 
educational concepts relating to colors, numbers/
counting, letters, shapes, sizes/comparisons. 

Ongoing Mary Lindsey 
lindsey@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Early 
Childhood

Project LAUNCH (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in 
Children’s Health) Evaluation
Evaluation of Project LAUNCH, which aims to promote the 
wellness of young children from birth to age eight and their 
families, specifically those living with or at risk of substance 
abuse by implementing evidence-based mental health/
behavioral health services with other early childhood services. 
This project is managed by the Florida Department of Children 
and Families and includes an interagency pilot project serving 
families in the Lealman corridor of Pinellas County. The 
evaluation includes federally-mandated outcomes, cross-site data 
collection requirements, and local process, fidelity, and outcome 
evaluation activities.

 �The goal of the Project LAUNCH evaluation is to 
document the processes, fidelity, and outcomes of grantee 
activities, which include infrastructure and system strategies 
to support services in five core areas: 1) screening and 
assessment in a range of child-serving settings, 2) integration 
of behavioral health in primary care settings, 3) increased 
focus on social and emotional well-being in home visiting 
services, 4) incorporation of mental health consultation 
and Positive Behavior Support in early care and education 
settings, and 5) family strengthening and parent skills 
training for at risk families.

 � Increased understanding of system, 
infrastructure, and direct service 
changes needed to support the 
implementation of evidence-
based, culturally competent, and 
trauma-informed practices, and to 
engage families in prevention and 
early intervention for underserved 
populations of young children.

 � Strengthened partnerships with project leadership 
including the Florida Department of Children 
and Families, Florida Department of Health, 
young child wellness council members, and service 
providers.

 � Integrated evaluation strategies into local program 
practices for the five core project services.

 � Provided ongoing quality improvement feedback 
to promote improvements in implementation 
strategies and outcomes.

 � Development and dissemination of a stakeholder 
collaboration evaluation brief with project partners 
to identify areas to strengthen collaboration.

 � Development and dissemination of a disparities 
impact brief to identify areas of improvement for 
outreach and engagement of families with young 
children.

 � Dissemination of years 1-3 project evaluation 
findings with state, local, and federal project 
partners.

Ongoing Cathy Sowell
CSowell@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Quality Counts for Kids: Program-Wide Positive Behavior 
Support
PWPBS provides training and technical assistance to 
community early childhood programs to build their capacity 
to effectively promote young children’s social and emotional 
competence and address challenging behavior.

 � Build the capacity of early childhood programs to promote 
the social development of all children and address 
challenging behavior effectively through the program-wide 
adoption of the Pyramid Model.

 � Improved social development 
of all children, and decrease in 
challenging behavior in early 
childhood programs.

 � 18 community trainings provided to 271 
providers in the community. 

 � Hosted 2 local, state, and national conference 
presentations to 135 participants.

 � 1 additional inservice/preservice trainings 
provided to 23 participants.

 � Ongoing training and technical assistance 
provided to 15 local early childhood programs 
who are adopting the Pyramid Model, with 171 
early childhood professionals and 1,003 children 
between the ages of birth to 5 years.

 � Participating programs showed improvements in 
their development efforts, partnerships with their 
families, fidelity of implementation in classrooms, 
and in child behavior.

Final Year Rochelle Lentini 
lentini@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Program-Wide Supports for Pyramid Model Implementation
This project is a collaborative research study conducted by 
investigators at Vanderbilt University and the University of 
South Florida.

(Funded by the Institute of Education Sciences)

 � Develop materials, tools, and procedures to guide program-
wide implementation of the Pyramid Model within 
community early care and education programs and examine 
the effects of program-wide implementation on child social 
behavior, challenging behavior, classroom climate, and 
teacher skills.

 � Provide an effective approach 
for community early care and 
education programs to use in 
promoting young children’s 
social competence and addressing 
challenging behavior.

 � Conducted development activities in two 
sites (located in Nashville, TN and Tampa, 
FL). Collaborated with national experts in the 
development of measurement tools and program 
materials.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Pyramid Equity Project
This project was initiated by the Federal Office of Early 
Learning and the Office of Special Education in response to 
concerns about preschool suspensions and expulsions. The 
project is a collaboration between University of South Florida, 
University of Colorado-Denver, and the University of Oregon.

 � Develop, demonstrate, and disseminate an effective 
approach for the promotion of social competence in young 
children and the prevention of suspension, expulsion, and 
discipline disparities in early learning programs.

 � Develop a model for the 
implementation of positive 
behavioral interventions and 
support that is used by preschool 
programs to address issues of 
implicit bias and discipline 
disproportionality.

 � Faculty with the project have developed a 
discipline data tracking and analysis system, 
training materials for leadership teams and 
practitioners, and classroom coach training. 

 � Two model programs (Nashville, TN and Clifton, 
NJ) are receiving training and technical assistance 
to guide implementation.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

English 
Literacy 
Project

Limited English Proficiency, Health, and Healthcare Among 
Older Immigrants
This project will investigate how social connectedness and 
neighborhood/community characteristics (e.g., ethnic density, 
health service environments in the neighborhood) influence 
the link between limited English proficiency (LEP) and health/
healthcare. The final sample will consist of older Korean 
immigrants in three states (New York, Texas, and Florida). 
Preliminary surveys have been conducted.

 � Explore the direct and interactive roles of social 
connectedness and neighborhood characteristics (1) in the 
relation between LEP and health and (2) in the relation 
between LEP and healthcare.

 �The overall goal is to inform how 
to develop effective interventions to 
reduce language barriers and ensure 
access to appropriate health services 
for diverse LEP populations.

 � Instrument development and translation began 
in 2015 and continued through 2016. Based 
on data from a sample of 25oo Asian American 
Residents of Austin Texas, (completed in 2015 
(August-December), presentations were made to 
city and county officials from the Austin area, and 
articles were published or accepted for publication 
that deal with limited English proficiency and the 
latter’s impact on health services utilization. These 
presentations and articles were based either  on 
existing data previously collected or the Austin 
data. In addition, decision-making also began on 
the methodology and instrumentation to be used 
in the three state study, with  special attention to 
use of language appropriate to older immigrants 
with limited English proficiency.

Ongoing Nan Sook Park
nanpark@usf.edu

David Chiriboga
dchiriboga@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Early 
Childhood

Project LAUNCH (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in 
Children’s Health) Evaluation
Evaluation of Project LAUNCH, which aims to promote the 
wellness of young children from birth to age eight and their 
families, specifically those living with or at risk of substance 
abuse by implementing evidence-based mental health/
behavioral health services with other early childhood services. 
This project is managed by the Florida Department of Children 
and Families and includes an interagency pilot project serving 
families in the Lealman corridor of Pinellas County. The 
evaluation includes federally-mandated outcomes, cross-site data 
collection requirements, and local process, fidelity, and outcome 
evaluation activities.

 �The goal of the Project LAUNCH evaluation is to 
document the processes, fidelity, and outcomes of grantee 
activities, which include infrastructure and system strategies 
to support services in five core areas: 1) screening and 
assessment in a range of child-serving settings, 2) integration 
of behavioral health in primary care settings, 3) increased 
focus on social and emotional well-being in home visiting 
services, 4) incorporation of mental health consultation 
and Positive Behavior Support in early care and education 
settings, and 5) family strengthening and parent skills 
training for at risk families.

 � Increased understanding of system, 
infrastructure, and direct service 
changes needed to support the 
implementation of evidence-
based, culturally competent, and 
trauma-informed practices, and to 
engage families in prevention and 
early intervention for underserved 
populations of young children.

 � Strengthened partnerships with project leadership 
including the Florida Department of Children 
and Families, Florida Department of Health, 
young child wellness council members, and service 
providers.

 � Integrated evaluation strategies into local program 
practices for the five core project services.

 � Provided ongoing quality improvement feedback 
to promote improvements in implementation 
strategies and outcomes.

 � Development and dissemination of a stakeholder 
collaboration evaluation brief with project partners 
to identify areas to strengthen collaboration.

 � Development and dissemination of a disparities 
impact brief to identify areas of improvement for 
outreach and engagement of families with young 
children.

 � Dissemination of years 1-3 project evaluation 
findings with state, local, and federal project 
partners.

Ongoing Cathy Sowell
CSowell@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Quality Counts for Kids: Program-Wide Positive Behavior 
Support
PWPBS provides training and technical assistance to 
community early childhood programs to build their capacity 
to effectively promote young children’s social and emotional 
competence and address challenging behavior.

 � Build the capacity of early childhood programs to promote 
the social development of all children and address 
challenging behavior effectively through the program-wide 
adoption of the Pyramid Model.

 � Improved social development 
of all children, and decrease in 
challenging behavior in early 
childhood programs.

 � 18 community trainings provided to 271 
providers in the community. 

 � Hosted 2 local, state, and national conference 
presentations to 135 participants.

 � 1 additional inservice/preservice trainings 
provided to 23 participants.

 � Ongoing training and technical assistance 
provided to 15 local early childhood programs 
who are adopting the Pyramid Model, with 171 
early childhood professionals and 1,003 children 
between the ages of birth to 5 years.

 � Participating programs showed improvements in 
their development efforts, partnerships with their 
families, fidelity of implementation in classrooms, 
and in child behavior.

Final Year Rochelle Lentini 
lentini@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Program-Wide Supports for Pyramid Model Implementation
This project is a collaborative research study conducted by 
investigators at Vanderbilt University and the University of 
South Florida.

(Funded by the Institute of Education Sciences)

 � Develop materials, tools, and procedures to guide program-
wide implementation of the Pyramid Model within 
community early care and education programs and examine 
the effects of program-wide implementation on child social 
behavior, challenging behavior, classroom climate, and 
teacher skills.

 � Provide an effective approach 
for community early care and 
education programs to use in 
promoting young children’s 
social competence and addressing 
challenging behavior.

 � Conducted development activities in two 
sites (located in Nashville, TN and Tampa, 
FL). Collaborated with national experts in the 
development of measurement tools and program 
materials.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Pyramid Equity Project
This project was initiated by the Federal Office of Early 
Learning and the Office of Special Education in response to 
concerns about preschool suspensions and expulsions. The 
project is a collaboration between University of South Florida, 
University of Colorado-Denver, and the University of Oregon.

 � Develop, demonstrate, and disseminate an effective 
approach for the promotion of social competence in young 
children and the prevention of suspension, expulsion, and 
discipline disparities in early learning programs.

 � Develop a model for the 
implementation of positive 
behavioral interventions and 
support that is used by preschool 
programs to address issues of 
implicit bias and discipline 
disproportionality.

 � Faculty with the project have developed a 
discipline data tracking and analysis system, 
training materials for leadership teams and 
practitioners, and classroom coach training. 

 � Two model programs (Nashville, TN and Clifton, 
NJ) are receiving training and technical assistance 
to guide implementation.

Ongoing Lise Fox 
lisefox@usf.edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

English 
Literacy 
Project

Limited English Proficiency, Health, and Healthcare Among 
Older Immigrants
This project will investigate how social connectedness and 
neighborhood/community characteristics (e.g., ethnic density, 
health service environments in the neighborhood) influence 
the link between limited English proficiency (LEP) and health/
healthcare. The final sample will consist of older Korean 
immigrants in three states (New York, Texas, and Florida). 
Preliminary surveys have been conducted.

 � Explore the direct and interactive roles of social 
connectedness and neighborhood characteristics (1) in the 
relation between LEP and health and (2) in the relation 
between LEP and healthcare.

 �The overall goal is to inform how 
to develop effective interventions to 
reduce language barriers and ensure 
access to appropriate health services 
for diverse LEP populations.

 � Instrument development and translation began 
in 2015 and continued through 2016. Based 
on data from a sample of 25oo Asian American 
Residents of Austin Texas, (completed in 2015 
(August-December), presentations were made to 
city and county officials from the Austin area, and 
articles were published or accepted for publication 
that deal with limited English proficiency and the 
latter’s impact on health services utilization. These 
presentations and articles were based either  on 
existing data previously collected or the Austin 
data. In addition, decision-making also began on 
the methodology and instrumentation to be used 
in the three state study, with  special attention to 
use of language appropriate to older immigrants 
with limited English proficiency.

Ongoing Nan Sook Park
nanpark@usf.edu

David Chiriboga
dchiriboga@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Facts, Figures, 
and Data 

Support on 
Child Well-

Being

Florida KIDS COUNT (FKC)
FKC, established in 1992, is a long-term funded effort of the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation and part of a nationwide network of 
state-level KIDS COUNT projects. The objective is to inform 
Floridians and their policy makers about the quality of life for 
Florida’s children, and to build leadership and accountability for 
action on behalf of our children. Using selected key well-being 
indicators and general demographic profiles, the project strives 
to provide a consistent and reliable source of information that is 
adaptable to a variety of uses such as policy analysis, grant and 
proposal writing, needs assessments, and public education.

 � Collect and report data in topic domains relevant to the 
status of children and provide in user-friendly formats to 
engage a wide variety of internal and external audiences.

 � Increase awareness of policymakers and citizens to the 
condition of children and families in Florida.

 � Promote local, statewide, and national initiatives focused on 
securing better futures for children.

 � Facilitate the efforts of National KIDS COUNT/Annie 
E. Casey Foundation as a catalyst for public and private 
initiatives to improve children’s lives.

 � Improve the lives of children and 
families by providing the necessary 
data-driven knowledge base.

 � Track status of children over time 
to allow policy makers, advocates, 
educators, and concerned citizens 
to evaluate and advocate for policies 
and programs improving outcomes 
for children.

 � Build leadership and accountability 
for action on behalf of Florida’s 
children and families.

 � Contribute to the understanding of 
effective policy to produce positive 
outcomes for children and their 
families.

 � Empowering leaders by providing 
reliable data tools and formulating 
strategies for greater impact.

 � Participated in Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 2016 
Data Book release and Shared Sentence report and 
disseminated them to 412 governmental officials 
and policy makers, 371 reporters and journalists, 
546 community partners and providers, 1,692 
conference participants.  In addition, topical data 
briefs on the effects of incarceration on children, 
families, and communities as well as our What 
Would It Take Florida? Campaign was prepared 
and disseminated through this network.  Through 
the year, 7 email newsletters were sent out and 8 
blog posts were featured on our website

 � Florida KIDS COUNT was featured in 16 news 
articles and interviews.  To better disseminate 
findings, Florida KIDS COUNT attended 8 
trainings and conferences throughout the state. 
We also provided consultation and technical 
assistance to constituents including citizens, 
organizations, policymakers, advocates, students, 
and educators across our state and were the 
featured speaker at the 2016 Florida Legal Services 
Children’s Conference, Community Foundations 
of Florida retreat and the North Pinellas – Pasco 
League of Women Voters.

 � Expanded Florida KIDS COUNT website and 
social media presence through Facebook and 
Twitter. Completed updates and additions on 
national KC Data Center site for Florida. Links, 
materials, and publications were updated on the 
FKC website.

Ongoing Norín Dollard 
dollard@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Family-Driven 
Services

National Directory of Family-Run and Youth-Guided 
Organizations for Children’s Behavioral Health
The National Directory, supported through a core partnership 
grant - the National Training and Technical Assistance Center 
for Children’s Behavioral Health (NTTAC) - lists family-run 
and youth-guided organizations and support groups throughout 
the United States, US Territories, and Tribal Nations that are 
working to support families who have children, adolescents, and 
young adults with behavioral health challenges and to improve 
services and supports.

 � Provide contact information for family and youth 
organizations and support groups seeking to connect with 
each other.

 � Assist families and youth in locating other organization 
websites.

 � Provide the latest and most accurate information on family- 
run and youth-guided organizations whose focus is on 
children’s behavioral health.

 � Promote networking and policy 
change through connecting 
families and organizations, and 
dissemination of resources to 
family-run organizations, state 
and local policy makers, and their 
partners.

 �The National Directory of family–run and youth-
guided organizations lists over 240 family-run and 
youth-guided organizations in the directory.

 � CMHS, SAMHSA, through the Technical 
Assistance Network for Children’s Behavioral 
Health provides funds for ongoing activity 
through 2024.

 �The National Directory of Family-Run and Youth-
Guided Organizations for Children’s Behavioral 
Health has disseminated materials at two national 
conferences, two state conferences, several 
Tampa Bay area support groups, and health fairs 
throughout Florida. 

Ongoing Rene Anderson 
randers2@usf.edu

Kathy Lazear
klazear@usf.edu

Linda M. Callejas 
callejas@usf.edu 

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Journals  
Edited  

within CFS

Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research (JBHS&R)
JBHS&R is a peer-reviewed, multidisciplinary journal that 
publishes articles on the organization, financing, delivery, and 
outcomes of behavioral health services, including mental health, 
alcohol, and substance abuse. This quarterly scholarly journal is 
the official publication of the National Council for Community 
Behavioral Healthcare and published by Springer Publications.

 � To provide new knowledge to the field of behavioral health 
services nationally through the publication of refereed 
articles on the organization, financing, delivery, and 
outcomes of alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health services.

 � Improve the understanding of 
effective organization, financing, 
delivery, systems, and outcomes of 
alcohol, drug abuse, and mental 
health services throughout the 
United States.

 �The journal continues to produce a quarterly 
publication focused on behavioral health services 
and research on topics relevant across disciplines. 

 � Four issues were published in 2015-2016 covering 
a variety of pertinent topics such as:
 » Systems of care and wraparound services for 

children, adolescents, and transition age adults; 
 » Organizational, legal, and other barriers to 

accessing behavioral health services; 
 » The impact of telemental health, health 

information technology, and technical assistance 
on behavioral health service delivery; 

 » Healthcare reform and public behavioral health 
services; and 

 » Culturally appropriate services for vulnerable 
and underserved populations. 

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin 
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Facts, Figures, 
and Data 

Support on 
Child Well-

Being

Florida KIDS COUNT (FKC)
FKC, established in 1992, is a long-term funded effort of the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation and part of a nationwide network of 
state-level KIDS COUNT projects. The objective is to inform 
Floridians and their policy makers about the quality of life for 
Florida’s children, and to build leadership and accountability for 
action on behalf of our children. Using selected key well-being 
indicators and general demographic profiles, the project strives 
to provide a consistent and reliable source of information that is 
adaptable to a variety of uses such as policy analysis, grant and 
proposal writing, needs assessments, and public education.

 � Collect and report data in topic domains relevant to the 
status of children and provide in user-friendly formats to 
engage a wide variety of internal and external audiences.

 � Increase awareness of policymakers and citizens to the 
condition of children and families in Florida.

 � Promote local, statewide, and national initiatives focused on 
securing better futures for children.

 � Facilitate the efforts of National KIDS COUNT/Annie 
E. Casey Foundation as a catalyst for public and private 
initiatives to improve children’s lives.

 � Improve the lives of children and 
families by providing the necessary 
data-driven knowledge base.

 � Track status of children over time 
to allow policy makers, advocates, 
educators, and concerned citizens 
to evaluate and advocate for policies 
and programs improving outcomes 
for children.

 � Build leadership and accountability 
for action on behalf of Florida’s 
children and families.

 � Contribute to the understanding of 
effective policy to produce positive 
outcomes for children and their 
families.

 � Empowering leaders by providing 
reliable data tools and formulating 
strategies for greater impact.

 � Participated in Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 2016 
Data Book release and Shared Sentence report and 
disseminated them to 412 governmental officials 
and policy makers, 371 reporters and journalists, 
546 community partners and providers, 1,692 
conference participants.  In addition, topical data 
briefs on the effects of incarceration on children, 
families, and communities as well as our What 
Would It Take Florida? Campaign was prepared 
and disseminated through this network.  Through 
the year, 7 email newsletters were sent out and 8 
blog posts were featured on our website

 � Florida KIDS COUNT was featured in 16 news 
articles and interviews.  To better disseminate 
findings, Florida KIDS COUNT attended 8 
trainings and conferences throughout the state. 
We also provided consultation and technical 
assistance to constituents including citizens, 
organizations, policymakers, advocates, students, 
and educators across our state and were the 
featured speaker at the 2016 Florida Legal Services 
Children’s Conference, Community Foundations 
of Florida retreat and the North Pinellas – Pasco 
League of Women Voters.

 � Expanded Florida KIDS COUNT website and 
social media presence through Facebook and 
Twitter. Completed updates and additions on 
national KC Data Center site for Florida. Links, 
materials, and publications were updated on the 
FKC website.

Ongoing Norín Dollard 
dollard@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Family-Driven 
Services

National Directory of Family-Run and Youth-Guided 
Organizations for Children’s Behavioral Health
The National Directory, supported through a core partnership 
grant - the National Training and Technical Assistance Center 
for Children’s Behavioral Health (NTTAC) - lists family-run 
and youth-guided organizations and support groups throughout 
the United States, US Territories, and Tribal Nations that are 
working to support families who have children, adolescents, and 
young adults with behavioral health challenges and to improve 
services and supports.

 � Provide contact information for family and youth 
organizations and support groups seeking to connect with 
each other.

 � Assist families and youth in locating other organization 
websites.

 � Provide the latest and most accurate information on family- 
run and youth-guided organizations whose focus is on 
children’s behavioral health.

 � Promote networking and policy 
change through connecting 
families and organizations, and 
dissemination of resources to 
family-run organizations, state 
and local policy makers, and their 
partners.

 �The National Directory of family–run and youth-
guided organizations lists over 240 family-run and 
youth-guided organizations in the directory.

 � CMHS, SAMHSA, through the Technical 
Assistance Network for Children’s Behavioral 
Health provides funds for ongoing activity 
through 2024.

 �The National Directory of Family-Run and Youth-
Guided Organizations for Children’s Behavioral 
Health has disseminated materials at two national 
conferences, two state conferences, several 
Tampa Bay area support groups, and health fairs 
throughout Florida. 

Ongoing Rene Anderson 
randers2@usf.edu

Kathy Lazear
klazear@usf.edu

Linda M. Callejas 
callejas@usf.edu 

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Journals  
Edited  

within CFS

Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research (JBHS&R)
JBHS&R is a peer-reviewed, multidisciplinary journal that 
publishes articles on the organization, financing, delivery, and 
outcomes of behavioral health services, including mental health, 
alcohol, and substance abuse. This quarterly scholarly journal is 
the official publication of the National Council for Community 
Behavioral Healthcare and published by Springer Publications.

 � To provide new knowledge to the field of behavioral health 
services nationally through the publication of refereed 
articles on the organization, financing, delivery, and 
outcomes of alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health services.

 � Improve the understanding of 
effective organization, financing, 
delivery, systems, and outcomes of 
alcohol, drug abuse, and mental 
health services throughout the 
United States.

 �The journal continues to produce a quarterly 
publication focused on behavioral health services 
and research on topics relevant across disciplines. 

 � Four issues were published in 2015-2016 covering 
a variety of pertinent topics such as:
 » Systems of care and wraparound services for 

children, adolescents, and transition age adults; 
 » Organizational, legal, and other barriers to 

accessing behavioral health services; 
 » The impact of telemental health, health 

information technology, and technical assistance 
on behavioral health service delivery; 

 » Healthcare reform and public behavioral health 
services; and 

 » Culturally appropriate services for vulnerable 
and underserved populations. 

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin 
levin@usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Positive 
Behavior 
Support

Florida’s Positive Behavior Interventions & Support Project: 
Multi-Tiered System of Support Project (PBIS) 
FLPBIS provides training and technical assistance to Florida 
school districts to increase their capacity to provide positive 
behavior support to students through a multi-tiered system of 
support approach. Training and TA are provided to implement 
PBIS at the school, classroom, targeted group, and individual 
student levels.

 � Provide districts and schools with knowledge and tools to 
promote improved student behavior via Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Support. 

 � Students in districts and schools 
utilizing PBIS will show improved 
behavior.

 � Students in districts and schools 
utilizing PBIS will show improved 
academic performance.

 � Districts with participating PBIS 
schools will show improved 
behavior and academic performance 
and less reliance on intensive 
consequences for disciplinary 
infractions. 

 � 1,824 Florida schools trained on school-wide 
(Tier 1) PBIS across all grade levels. With 1,594 
of these schools remaining active. Over 200 
schools received supplementary Tier 1 training 
during 2015-2016. 13 individuals completed the 
Tier 1 Train-the-Trainer process. 89 school teams 
completed Tier 2 training. 15 coaches have been 
trained to use the Classroom Coaching Guide.

 �Workgroups are supporting districts in the areas of 
disproportionality (7 districts), early childhood (3 
districts), classroom coaching (3 districts), restraint 
and seclusion (6 districts), coaching (4 districts) 
and Tier 3 redesign (4 districts).

 � 255 Trainings provided to district and school 
personnel across Tiers 1-3 of school-wide PBIS. 
Evaluations of these trainings have been extremely 
positive.    

 � 74% of all active schools are implementing PBIS 
with fidelity. Participating schools reported 46% 
fewer ODRs and 54% fewer OSS than low 
implementing schools. 

 � 49 of Florida’s 67 districts (73%) have schools 
actively implementing school-wide PBIS.     

 � FLPBIS: MTSS maintains a website that is 
updated to provide information on all three tiers 
of support. The site generated 11.6 million hits; 
31,796 hits average per day.  

 �The FLPBIS Project’s statewide RtI:B database is 
available for use by all schools and all districts with 
20 active districts and 183 school accounts.  

 � PBIS project staff presented at more than 60 local, 
state, and national conferences/meetings and 
published at least two peer-reviewed articles on 
PBS implementation.

 � At least 250 products developed and disseminated 
including:
 » Chat series on disproportionate discipline. 
 » Training on minimizing restraint and seclusion
 » Online trainings and facilitated meetings for 

Tier 2, quarterly District Coordinator meetings, 
and monthly Coaching meetings.

 » Tools and resources to address disproportionate 
discipline.

 » Alternatives to suspension brief.
 » A Tiered Fidelity Inventory training module.
 » Training on developing a technically adequate 

FBA/BIP.
 » A class-wide behavior rating scale.

 � 4 web-based training/technical assistance activities 
for district coordinators recorded and posted on 
the website. Fifteen live, facilitated PBIS web-
based chats for 784 participants were provided 
and are posted to the website. A total of 2,636 
technical assistance activities were provided.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu 

Heather George
HGeorge@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Positive 
Behavior 
Support

Florida’s Positive Behavior Interventions & Support Project: 
Multi-Tiered System of Support Project (PBIS) 
FLPBIS provides training and technical assistance to Florida 
school districts to increase their capacity to provide positive 
behavior support to students through a multi-tiered system of 
support approach. Training and TA are provided to implement 
PBIS at the school, classroom, targeted group, and individual 
student levels.

 � Provide districts and schools with knowledge and tools to 
promote improved student behavior via Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Support. 

 � Students in districts and schools 
utilizing PBIS will show improved 
behavior.

 � Students in districts and schools 
utilizing PBIS will show improved 
academic performance.

 � Districts with participating PBIS 
schools will show improved 
behavior and academic performance 
and less reliance on intensive 
consequences for disciplinary 
infractions. 

 � 1,824 Florida schools trained on school-wide 
(Tier 1) PBIS across all grade levels. With 1,594 
of these schools remaining active. Over 200 
schools received supplementary Tier 1 training 
during 2015-2016. 13 individuals completed the 
Tier 1 Train-the-Trainer process. 89 school teams 
completed Tier 2 training. 15 coaches have been 
trained to use the Classroom Coaching Guide.

 �Workgroups are supporting districts in the areas of 
disproportionality (7 districts), early childhood (3 
districts), classroom coaching (3 districts), restraint 
and seclusion (6 districts), coaching (4 districts) 
and Tier 3 redesign (4 districts).

 � 255 Trainings provided to district and school 
personnel across Tiers 1-3 of school-wide PBIS. 
Evaluations of these trainings have been extremely 
positive.    

 � 74% of all active schools are implementing PBIS 
with fidelity. Participating schools reported 46% 
fewer ODRs and 54% fewer OSS than low 
implementing schools. 

 � 49 of Florida’s 67 districts (73%) have schools 
actively implementing school-wide PBIS.     

 � FLPBIS: MTSS maintains a website that is 
updated to provide information on all three tiers 
of support. The site generated 11.6 million hits; 
31,796 hits average per day.  

 �The FLPBIS Project’s statewide RtI:B database is 
available for use by all schools and all districts with 
20 active districts and 183 school accounts.  

 � PBIS project staff presented at more than 60 local, 
state, and national conferences/meetings and 
published at least two peer-reviewed articles on 
PBS implementation.

 � At least 250 products developed and disseminated 
including:
 » Chat series on disproportionate discipline. 
 » Training on minimizing restraint and seclusion
 » Online trainings and facilitated meetings for 

Tier 2, quarterly District Coordinator meetings, 
and monthly Coaching meetings.

 » Tools and resources to address disproportionate 
discipline.

 » Alternatives to suspension brief.
 » A Tiered Fidelity Inventory training module.
 » Training on developing a technically adequate 

FBA/BIP.
 » A class-wide behavior rating scale.

 � 4 web-based training/technical assistance activities 
for district coordinators recorded and posted on 
the website. Fifteen live, facilitated PBIS web-
based chats for 784 participants were provided 
and are posted to the website. A total of 2,636 
technical assistance activities were provided.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu 

Heather George
HGeorge@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Positive 
Behavior 

Support

Office of Special Education Programs – Training and 
Technical Assistance Program for Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (OSEP-TAC)
OSEP-TAC provides training and technical assistance to state 
and district leadership teams to increase their capacity to provide 
positive behavior support to students. Training and TA are 
provided to implement PBS at the school, classroom, targeted 
group, and individual student levels.

 � Actively participate at the PBIS National Forum including 
co-developing program and presenting.

 � Attend bi-annual PBIS Partner meetings.
 � Co-author revised edition of the PBIS Evaluation Blueprint 
and Professional Development Blueprint.

 � Revise Tier 3 section of pbis.org website.
 � Establish resource library for use by consultants, coaches, 
state coordinators and general public.

 � Provide technical assistance to 9 state teams to implement 
Blueprint for PBIS over five years of grant funding.

 � Participate in Tiers 2/3 Model Demo Project.
 � Continue to develop and refine national evaluation tools.
 � Facilitate collection of fidelity and impact data across states, 
districts and schools.

 � Co-author at least one professional paper annually.
 � Respond to OSEP requests for special assignment.
 � Participate in Center Model Development for sites requiring 
high intensity supports.

 � Provide remote technical assistance to states and districts 
funded by the School Climate Transformation Project (as 
designated).

 � Increase in the number of highly 
skilled trainers and consultants.

 � Decreases in problem behaviors and 
increases in academic success within 
schools trained. 

 �  Increase in the number of 
state-level teams overseeing PBIS 
activities. Provide tools, online 
training modules, and products to 
assist in PBIS evaluation.

 � Collaborated on training and supporting over 
22,000 schools nationally on implementation of 
School-Wide PBIS.

 � Collaborated on over 60 national and state 
conference presentations as well as two national 
and international conferences with over 1,500 
participants each. 

 � Disseminated at least 2 peer-reviewed articles 
nationally on PBIS implementation and 
evaluation.

 � Provided technical assistance to 10 states and 
districts regarding implementation of School-
Wide PBIS.

 � Refined current evaluation tools.
 � Revised PBIS.org website for Tier 3 with new 
content and structure.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu
 
Heather George
HGeorge@usf.
edu 

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Quality 
Improvement 

Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)
Provide certification and “train-the-trainer training” for the 
CANS comprehensive. Provide technical assistance on use of the 
CANS in planning, monitoring and evaluating services at the 
child and family, program and systems levels.

 � To expand the use of evidence-based, ecological, and 
strengths-based assessment to support planning and service 
delivery.

 � Systematic assessment of child and 
family needs and strengths guides 
service planning and delivery at the 
individual, program, and agency 
levels.

 � 133 people were certified or recertified 
representing 31 agencies.

Ongoing Norín Dollard 
dollard@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Reduction in 
Mental Health 

Disparities 

Evaluation of the Making Connections for Mental Health 
and Wellbeing among Men and Boys in the US Initiative
This comprehensive and collaborative evaluation assesses the 
implementation of the Making Connections Initiative at 
16 sites across the U.S. The Making Connections Initiative 
funds the development of upstream, community-level mental 
health and well-being strategies for men and boys of color and 
veterans.

 �The goal of the initiative is to improve the mental health 
and wellbeing of men and boys of color and veterans. This 
evaluation will assess the types of solutions that communities 
develop, identify essential elements in improving the mental 
wellbeing of men and boys, develop understanding of the 
role of community level change initiatives in supporting 
mental health and wellbeing, identify barriers and 
facilitators of successful implementation, and determine 
what mental health outcomes and indicators are associated 
with or enhance community-level resilience. 

 �The evaluation employs placed-
based participatory evaluation 
strategies that support continuous 
quality improvement and identifies 
effective community-level strategies 
that promote mental health and 
wellbeing for men and boys of color 
and promotes resilience.  

 �The evaluation provides real-time technical 
assistance, feedback and recommendations to 
Initiative grantees as well as to Initiative partner 
and funder via calls, reports, quarterly webinars 
and newsletters and grantee site visits.  

Ongoing Kathy Lazear 
klazear@usf.edu 

Mario Hernandez 
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Research 
Dissemination

The National Research and Evaluation Center for HIPPY USA 
at USF
This is a joint initiative of CFS and HIPPY USA to establish a 
new national research center at USF that serves as an effective 
and sustainable resource for HIPPY and the early childhood 
intervention field.

 � Establish a national research strategy for HIPPY USA.
 � Facilitate research partnerships.
 � Build a centralized clearinghouse of past and ongoing 
studies.

 � Create an online “electronic center” that will provide 
research and evaluation resources for all HIPPY programs.

 � Contribute to the broader field of early childhood 
intervention by advancing knowledge and fostering 
dialogue about child development, early learning, parent 
involvement, and school success.

 �The Center will strengthen the 
evidence base of HIPPY USA 
regarding program effectiveness 
and child, parent, home visitor, and 
community outcomes.

 � Hosted the February 2016 HIPPY International 
Research Convening where HIPPY leaders from 
around the world gathered to share current 
research and collaborate on strategic planning 
efforts.

 � Developed the HIPPY International Research 
online forum within the NREC website where 
HIPPY International members disseminate 
pertinent international research and valuable 
resources.

 � Composed and disseminated HIPPY International 
Research Convening Summary Report- this brief 
report outlines the main topical areas that were 
addressed during the 2016 HIPPY International 
Research Convening, along with links to view the 
full reports and presentations that were discussed 
at the convening.

 �Manages and maintains the recently designed 
Database of International Research housed within 
the NREC website where HIPPY International 
members can access relevant international research 
on topics regarding child development, early 
learning, parent involvement, and school success.

Ongoing Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Positive 
Behavior 

Support

Office of Special Education Programs – Training and 
Technical Assistance Program for Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (OSEP-TAC)
OSEP-TAC provides training and technical assistance to state 
and district leadership teams to increase their capacity to provide 
positive behavior support to students. Training and TA are 
provided to implement PBS at the school, classroom, targeted 
group, and individual student levels.

 � Actively participate at the PBIS National Forum including 
co-developing program and presenting.

 � Attend bi-annual PBIS Partner meetings.
 � Co-author revised edition of the PBIS Evaluation Blueprint 
and Professional Development Blueprint.

 � Revise Tier 3 section of pbis.org website.
 � Establish resource library for use by consultants, coaches, 
state coordinators and general public.

 � Provide technical assistance to 9 state teams to implement 
Blueprint for PBIS over five years of grant funding.

 � Participate in Tiers 2/3 Model Demo Project.
 � Continue to develop and refine national evaluation tools.
 � Facilitate collection of fidelity and impact data across states, 
districts and schools.

 � Co-author at least one professional paper annually.
 � Respond to OSEP requests for special assignment.
 � Participate in Center Model Development for sites requiring 
high intensity supports.

 � Provide remote technical assistance to states and districts 
funded by the School Climate Transformation Project (as 
designated).

 � Increase in the number of highly 
skilled trainers and consultants.

 � Decreases in problem behaviors and 
increases in academic success within 
schools trained. 

 �  Increase in the number of 
state-level teams overseeing PBIS 
activities. Provide tools, online 
training modules, and products to 
assist in PBIS evaluation.

 � Collaborated on training and supporting over 
22,000 schools nationally on implementation of 
School-Wide PBIS.

 � Collaborated on over 60 national and state 
conference presentations as well as two national 
and international conferences with over 1,500 
participants each. 

 � Disseminated at least 2 peer-reviewed articles 
nationally on PBIS implementation and 
evaluation.

 � Provided technical assistance to 10 states and 
districts regarding implementation of School-
Wide PBIS.

 � Refined current evaluation tools.
 � Revised PBIS.org website for Tier 3 with new 
content and structure.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu
 
Heather George
HGeorge@usf.
edu 

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Quality 
Improvement 

Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)
Provide certification and “train-the-trainer training” for the 
CANS comprehensive. Provide technical assistance on use of the 
CANS in planning, monitoring and evaluating services at the 
child and family, program and systems levels.

 � To expand the use of evidence-based, ecological, and 
strengths-based assessment to support planning and service 
delivery.

 � Systematic assessment of child and 
family needs and strengths guides 
service planning and delivery at the 
individual, program, and agency 
levels.

 � 133 people were certified or recertified 
representing 31 agencies.

Ongoing Norín Dollard 
dollard@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Reduction in 
Mental Health 

Disparities 

Evaluation of the Making Connections for Mental Health 
and Wellbeing among Men and Boys in the US Initiative
This comprehensive and collaborative evaluation assesses the 
implementation of the Making Connections Initiative at 
16 sites across the U.S. The Making Connections Initiative 
funds the development of upstream, community-level mental 
health and well-being strategies for men and boys of color and 
veterans.

 �The goal of the initiative is to improve the mental health 
and wellbeing of men and boys of color and veterans. This 
evaluation will assess the types of solutions that communities 
develop, identify essential elements in improving the mental 
wellbeing of men and boys, develop understanding of the 
role of community level change initiatives in supporting 
mental health and wellbeing, identify barriers and 
facilitators of successful implementation, and determine 
what mental health outcomes and indicators are associated 
with or enhance community-level resilience. 

 �The evaluation employs placed-
based participatory evaluation 
strategies that support continuous 
quality improvement and identifies 
effective community-level strategies 
that promote mental health and 
wellbeing for men and boys of color 
and promotes resilience.  

 �The evaluation provides real-time technical 
assistance, feedback and recommendations to 
Initiative grantees as well as to Initiative partner 
and funder via calls, reports, quarterly webinars 
and newsletters and grantee site visits.  

Ongoing Kathy Lazear 
klazear@usf.edu 

Mario Hernandez 
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Research 
Dissemination

The National Research and Evaluation Center for HIPPY USA 
at USF
This is a joint initiative of CFS and HIPPY USA to establish a 
new national research center at USF that serves as an effective 
and sustainable resource for HIPPY and the early childhood 
intervention field.

 � Establish a national research strategy for HIPPY USA.
 � Facilitate research partnerships.
 � Build a centralized clearinghouse of past and ongoing 
studies.

 � Create an online “electronic center” that will provide 
research and evaluation resources for all HIPPY programs.

 � Contribute to the broader field of early childhood 
intervention by advancing knowledge and fostering 
dialogue about child development, early learning, parent 
involvement, and school success.

 �The Center will strengthen the 
evidence base of HIPPY USA 
regarding program effectiveness 
and child, parent, home visitor, and 
community outcomes.

 � Hosted the February 2016 HIPPY International 
Research Convening where HIPPY leaders from 
around the world gathered to share current 
research and collaborate on strategic planning 
efforts.

 � Developed the HIPPY International Research 
online forum within the NREC website where 
HIPPY International members disseminate 
pertinent international research and valuable 
resources.

 � Composed and disseminated HIPPY International 
Research Convening Summary Report- this brief 
report outlines the main topical areas that were 
addressed during the 2016 HIPPY International 
Research Convening, along with links to view the 
full reports and presentations that were discussed 
at the convening.

 �Manages and maintains the recently designed 
Database of International Research housed within 
the NREC website where HIPPY International 
members can access relevant international research 
on topics regarding child development, early 
learning, parent involvement, and school success.

Ongoing Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.



Re
se

ar
ch

 &
 T

ra
in

in
g

36   CFS Impact 2016 Department of Child & Family Studies

Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

School-Based 
Mental Health 

Services

Florida AWARE
The Now is the Time Project for Advancing Resilience and 
Wellness in Education program (Florida AWARE) builds 
capacity at the state and local level to support districts in 
employing a public health approach to promoting mental 
wellness and ensuring that when Florida youth do experience 
mental health problems they have access to effective and 
coordinated mental health supports. The program supports 
the state’s effort to scale-up an integrated multi-tiered system 
of supports to be more inclusive of youth with mental health 
needs and expand the collaboration of state agencies, district 
personnel, families, and youth.  

 � Support state level activities including facilitation of a 
multi-agency State Management Team (SMT) and SMT 
workgroups.

 � Build the capacity of the District Implementation Teams 
of the three collaborating districts through professional 
development and direct technical assistance.

 � Coordinate the implementation of Youth Mental Health 
First Aid training within the three collaborating districts and 
across the state.

 � Oversee, develop, and implement the Florida AWARE 
program evaluation plan.

 � Increase awareness of mental health 
issues within our youth, families, 
schools and communities.

 � Increase implementation of 
evidence-based culturally responsive 
mental health practices.

 � Increase youth access to mental 
health services and supports within 
a multi-tiered framework.

 � Revised the Florida AWARE Coordination and 
Integration Plan reflecting program goals and 
objectives of all program partners at the state and 
district level.

 � Facilitated 4 State Management Team (SMT) 
meetings and follow-up meetings with SMT 
workgroups.

 � Provided on-going technical assistance to the 
collaborating districts in the implementation of 
the Coordination and Integration Plan.

 � Coordinated and developed budget across 
program components and program partners.

 � Submitted annual report and evaluation plan to 
DOE.

 � Completed continuation application. 
 � Trained 1,060 Youth Mental Health First Aiders.
 � Trained 27 Youth Mental Health First Aid 
Instructors.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

National Evaluation: Safe Schools/Healthy Students
This is an implementation study of the Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students initiative. This project will continue to contribute to 
past efforts to evaluate the SS/HS framework and to further 
dissemination of these lessons in ways that will be useful to 
policymakers, educators, and members of the educational, 
behavioral health, and justice system collaborators at all levels.

 � To assess the implementation of Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students.

 � To provide process evaluation for implementation activities.

 �The intent is to demonstrate the 
feasibility and value of the SS/HS 
framework in participating states, 
and to disseminate lessons to other 
states that may initiate programs 
using the SS/HS framework.

 � Program evaluation efforts helped to examine 
readiness for implementation, capacity 
building efforts, and best strategies for program 
development across all sites nationally.

 � Project staff completed a second year of qualitative 
interviews and reported results to SAMHSA.

Ongoing Tom Massey 
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Using Network Analysis to Assess School Mental Health 
Organization and Capacity
This study was used to assess the nature of organizational roles 
and communication structures among teachers and mental 
health professionals and the contribution of these organizational 
factors on health services in schools. 

 � To assess school mental health services organization and 
capacity.

 �This project assessed formal relationships among school 
professional staff and the ways in which these structures 
enhance the organization of and capacity for school mental 
health services.

 � To establish models for effective 
integration of school-based mental 
health services and improve 
readiness for mental health services 
integration in schools.

 �Through this research effort, protocols were 
developed to assess the capacity and quality of 
school mental health services and readiness for 
services implementation.

 �The unique research design applied social network 
analysis to better understand the relationships 
among school staff that are impacting services 
delivery.

Completed Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Success in 
School

Caregiving by Children, Adolescents, and Emerging Young 
Adults
The objective of this program is to conduct research to identify 
the prevalence, characteristics, and needs of young caregiving 
populations as well as to develop supportive interventions and 
develop recommendations for improved policies and practices 
to support caregiving youth and emerging young adults. These 
are two populations whose presence and needs have largely 
been unrecognized. This work involves a collaboration with 
the American Association of Caregiving Youth, the Caregiving 
Youth Research Collaborative, and the Veterans Administration.

 � To develop a funding base based on the synergistic goals 
and resources of members of the Caregiving Youth Research 
Collaborative to improve the health and well-being, 
educational success, resilience, and healthy developmental 
advancement of young caregivers.

 � To submit research findings through articles in high-quality 
journals.

 � To develop educational resources for health and educational 
professionals.

 � To develop recommendations for improved policies and 
practices through research and advocacy.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
to support caregiving youth and 
young adults.

 � Development of empirical data 
bases with researchers throughout 
the U.S.

 � Development of training and 
educational modules for a range of 
professionals.

 � Implementation of policies and 
practices that recognize the needs 
of and support for youth, young 
adults, and their families.

 � Continued to serve as an unpaid research director 
for the American Association of Caregiving Youth.

 � Participated in monthly conference calls of CYRC 
members. 

 �Wrote commentary to the Chair of the National 
Academy of Medicine panel who wrote an IOM 
report about family caregiving for not including 
a research summary as well as practice and policy 
recommendations about youth caregivers. 

 � Consulted on writing a PCORI proposal 
submitted by the CYRC and funded (E. Olson, 
PI, UNC).

 � Published 2 articles in peer reviewed journals: 
mental health of young adult caregivers and a 
scoping review of child caregivers.

 � Drafted an article, a Bayesian analysis of 
depression in young adult caregivers, for 
submission.

 � Participated in the program committee for the 
annual conference of the Caregiving Youth 
Research Institute.

 �Wrote a book prospectus with C. Goodheart (Past 
President APA) on research, practice and policy 
for Youth and young adult caregivers.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of Promise (SSNOP) - 
Stability Study 
The SSNOP Study is examining the reasons for residential 
mobility in the Sulphur Springs neighborhood and how 
it affects student mobility and reduced academic success 
of students attending Sulphur Springs K-8 (formerly SS 
Elementary).

 � To help the SSNOP Leadership Council learn more about 
the conditions experienced by community residents in 
their homes and in the neighborhood, which may affect 
the long-term stability of Sulphur Springs, in general, and 
the educational success of school-age children living in the 
neighborhood, in particular.

 � Dissemination of study finding 
and recommendations regarding 
how best to support residents with 
families who experience high rates 
of mobility.

 � Contribute to knowledge on how 
place-based initiatives such as the 
SSNOP can better support the 
needs of families that it serves.

 � Held ongoing monthly meetings with SSNOP 
leadership council and key county stakeholders to 
shape study design.

 � Conducted in-depth interviews with 7 out of 20 
residents.

 � Compiled list of local landlords with whom we 
conducted interviews.

Ongoing Linda M. Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

Mario Hernandez
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

School-Based 
Mental Health 

Services

Florida AWARE
The Now is the Time Project for Advancing Resilience and 
Wellness in Education program (Florida AWARE) builds 
capacity at the state and local level to support districts in 
employing a public health approach to promoting mental 
wellness and ensuring that when Florida youth do experience 
mental health problems they have access to effective and 
coordinated mental health supports. The program supports 
the state’s effort to scale-up an integrated multi-tiered system 
of supports to be more inclusive of youth with mental health 
needs and expand the collaboration of state agencies, district 
personnel, families, and youth.  

 � Support state level activities including facilitation of a 
multi-agency State Management Team (SMT) and SMT 
workgroups.

 � Build the capacity of the District Implementation Teams 
of the three collaborating districts through professional 
development and direct technical assistance.

 � Coordinate the implementation of Youth Mental Health 
First Aid training within the three collaborating districts and 
across the state.

 � Oversee, develop, and implement the Florida AWARE 
program evaluation plan.

 � Increase awareness of mental health 
issues within our youth, families, 
schools and communities.

 � Increase implementation of 
evidence-based culturally responsive 
mental health practices.

 � Increase youth access to mental 
health services and supports within 
a multi-tiered framework.

 � Revised the Florida AWARE Coordination and 
Integration Plan reflecting program goals and 
objectives of all program partners at the state and 
district level.

 � Facilitated 4 State Management Team (SMT) 
meetings and follow-up meetings with SMT 
workgroups.

 � Provided on-going technical assistance to the 
collaborating districts in the implementation of 
the Coordination and Integration Plan.

 � Coordinated and developed budget across 
program components and program partners.

 � Submitted annual report and evaluation plan to 
DOE.

 � Completed continuation application. 
 � Trained 1,060 Youth Mental Health First Aiders.
 � Trained 27 Youth Mental Health First Aid 
Instructors.

Ongoing Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu

II Change lives for 
the better through 
high-impact 
research and 
innovation.

National Evaluation: Safe Schools/Healthy Students
This is an implementation study of the Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students initiative. This project will continue to contribute to 
past efforts to evaluate the SS/HS framework and to further 
dissemination of these lessons in ways that will be useful to 
policymakers, educators, and members of the educational, 
behavioral health, and justice system collaborators at all levels.

 � To assess the implementation of Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students.

 � To provide process evaluation for implementation activities.

 �The intent is to demonstrate the 
feasibility and value of the SS/HS 
framework in participating states, 
and to disseminate lessons to other 
states that may initiate programs 
using the SS/HS framework.

 � Program evaluation efforts helped to examine 
readiness for implementation, capacity 
building efforts, and best strategies for program 
development across all sites nationally.

 � Project staff completed a second year of qualitative 
interviews and reported results to SAMHSA.

Ongoing Tom Massey 
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Using Network Analysis to Assess School Mental Health 
Organization and Capacity
This study was used to assess the nature of organizational roles 
and communication structures among teachers and mental 
health professionals and the contribution of these organizational 
factors on health services in schools. 

 � To assess school mental health services organization and 
capacity.

 �This project assessed formal relationships among school 
professional staff and the ways in which these structures 
enhance the organization of and capacity for school mental 
health services.

 � To establish models for effective 
integration of school-based mental 
health services and improve 
readiness for mental health services 
integration in schools.

 �Through this research effort, protocols were 
developed to assess the capacity and quality of 
school mental health services and readiness for 
services implementation.

 �The unique research design applied social network 
analysis to better understand the relationships 
among school staff that are impacting services 
delivery.

Completed Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Success in 
School

Caregiving by Children, Adolescents, and Emerging Young 
Adults
The objective of this program is to conduct research to identify 
the prevalence, characteristics, and needs of young caregiving 
populations as well as to develop supportive interventions and 
develop recommendations for improved policies and practices 
to support caregiving youth and emerging young adults. These 
are two populations whose presence and needs have largely 
been unrecognized. This work involves a collaboration with 
the American Association of Caregiving Youth, the Caregiving 
Youth Research Collaborative, and the Veterans Administration.

 � To develop a funding base based on the synergistic goals 
and resources of members of the Caregiving Youth Research 
Collaborative to improve the health and well-being, 
educational success, resilience, and healthy developmental 
advancement of young caregivers.

 � To submit research findings through articles in high-quality 
journals.

 � To develop educational resources for health and educational 
professionals.

 � To develop recommendations for improved policies and 
practices through research and advocacy.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
to support caregiving youth and 
young adults.

 � Development of empirical data 
bases with researchers throughout 
the U.S.

 � Development of training and 
educational modules for a range of 
professionals.

 � Implementation of policies and 
practices that recognize the needs 
of and support for youth, young 
adults, and their families.

 � Continued to serve as an unpaid research director 
for the American Association of Caregiving Youth.

 � Participated in monthly conference calls of CYRC 
members. 

 �Wrote commentary to the Chair of the National 
Academy of Medicine panel who wrote an IOM 
report about family caregiving for not including 
a research summary as well as practice and policy 
recommendations about youth caregivers. 

 � Consulted on writing a PCORI proposal 
submitted by the CYRC and funded (E. Olson, 
PI, UNC).

 � Published 2 articles in peer reviewed journals: 
mental health of young adult caregivers and a 
scoping review of child caregivers.

 � Drafted an article, a Bayesian analysis of 
depression in young adult caregivers, for 
submission.

 � Participated in the program committee for the 
annual conference of the Caregiving Youth 
Research Institute.

 �Wrote a book prospectus with C. Goodheart (Past 
President APA) on research, practice and policy 
for Youth and young adult caregivers.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Sulphur Springs Neighborhood of Promise (SSNOP) - 
Stability Study 
The SSNOP Study is examining the reasons for residential 
mobility in the Sulphur Springs neighborhood and how 
it affects student mobility and reduced academic success 
of students attending Sulphur Springs K-8 (formerly SS 
Elementary).

 � To help the SSNOP Leadership Council learn more about 
the conditions experienced by community residents in 
their homes and in the neighborhood, which may affect 
the long-term stability of Sulphur Springs, in general, and 
the educational success of school-age children living in the 
neighborhood, in particular.

 � Dissemination of study finding 
and recommendations regarding 
how best to support residents with 
families who experience high rates 
of mobility.

 � Contribute to knowledge on how 
place-based initiatives such as the 
SSNOP can better support the 
needs of families that it serves.

 � Held ongoing monthly meetings with SSNOP 
leadership council and key county stakeholders to 
shape study design.

 � Conducted in-depth interviews with 7 out of 20 
residents.

 � Compiled list of local landlords with whom we 
conducted interviews.

Ongoing Linda M. Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

Mario Hernandez
marioh@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Suicide 
Prevention

Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide (The Guide)
The Guide is a comprehensive, evidence-based guide designed 
to assist schools, in collaboration with families and community 
partners, in improving their suicide prevention programs or 
creating new ones.

 � Help schools address youth suicide via The Guide. This is 
a tool that provides a framework for schools to assess their 
existing or proposed suicide prevention efforts and provides 
resources and information that school administrators can 
use to establish new programs or enhance existing programs.

 � Contribute to the reduction in the 
number of youth deaths by suicide 
by increasing the use of evidenced- 
based, research supported, and/
or promising strategies in suicide 
prevention.

 �The Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based 
Guide’s Checklists are listed on the Suicide 
Prevention Resource Center/American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention Best Practice 
Registry for Suicide Prevention.

 �The Guide is available on-line for free viewing and 
downloading in sections or its entirety.

 � Over 30,700 national and international 
individuals visited the website during the past year 
for an average of 84 website visitors per day.

 � Over 19,000 unique national and international 
individuals visited the website during the past year.

 � Over 19,270 individuals downloaded the entire 
Guide or at least one component from The 
Guide’s website.

 � 30% of the Guide’s website visitors were from 
outside the U.S. The top ten countries included: 
China, Denmark, Ukraine, Canada, Philippines, 
Germany, Russian Federation, Japan, United 
Kingdom, and France, with between 284 and 
3,042 visitors representing 22% of all non-U.S. 
visitors.

 � Fulfilled orders for printed copies of the Youth 
Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide. 

Ongoing Stephen 
Roggenbaum 
roggenba@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

System 
Planning & 

Policy

Assessment of Care Coordination and Health Indicators for 
Individuals with Serious Mental Illness Enrolled in Florida’s 
Managed Medical Assistance Program
This study examined the effectiveness of care coordination 
strategies offered by Magellan Complete Care and the standard 
MAP plans in Florida.  This study also compares health 
indicators for individuals with SMI enrolled in Magellan vs the 
standard MAP plans.

 � Describe the care coordination activities of the SMI 
Specialty Plan and several standard plans.

 � Describe the resulting impacts on stakeholders.
 � Identify indicators for quality monitoring.

 � Provide a broad descriptive and 
contextual understanding of the 
implementation in 8 Medicaid 
managed care regions.

 � Comprehensive review of the literature, which 
resulted in the identification of 10 factors that 
are associated with care coordination in health 
care plans. These factors formed the basis of 
a framework for reviewing documents and 
constructing interview protocols, which were 
administered to AHCA and Magellan staff. In 
addition, two regions were selected for focus 
groups with family members of individuals with 
SMI enrolled in the plans. Administrative data 
analysis to compare performance on HEDIS 
measures.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

Lodi Rohrer
llrohrer@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Children’s Home Society of Florida (CHS)/USF- Department 
of Child and Family Studies (CFS) Collaboration
This collaboration develops a partnership of engaged scholarship 
in areas of shared interest, utilizing key faculty across CFS who 
take a liaison role in facilitating collaboration between CFS and 
CHS, exploring potential research opportunities and facilitating 
teams of individuals interested in working together (on a 
number of topics such as birth to 5, child abuse, foster care 
placement stability, trauma-informed care, and organizational 
infrastructure).

 � Develop a collaboration between CHS and CFS that will 
result in multiple shared opportunities for externally funded 
research, evaluation, training, and technical assistance.

 � Improved services and supports 
for children, adolescents, and 
their families who are involved in 
Florida’s child welfare system.

 � Bridge the gap between research and 
evaluation to policy and practice.

 � Continued collaboration on potential research 
funding.

 � CFS faculty actively participated in CHS 
statewide activities to collaborate on and support 
research and evaluation activities.

 � CFS and CHS collaboration resulted in 2 federally 
funded projects in 2016.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Core Partner - Technical Assistance Network for Children’s 
Behavioral Health/ National Training and Technical 
Assistance Center for Children’s Behavioral Health
The Technical Assistance Network is the national TA center 
for the CMHS, SAMHSA Child Mental Health Initiatives 
providing technical assistance to local, state, Territories and 
Tribal system of care grantees and non-grantees. 

 �The Center’s/Network’s purpose is to help move systems of 
care towards wide scale adoption; to provide support to the 
field of children’s mental health and the efforts of CMHI/
SAMHSA; to increase the effectiveness of mental health 
services for children and youth with serious emotional and 
behavioral challenges and their families in states, counties, 
Tribes and Territories (SOC grantees and non-CMHI 
grantees); and the provision of logistical support.

 � Better ways of operationalizing 
system of care by connecting to 
larger system changes.

 � Better understanding of how to 
infuse system of care values & 
principles in system, policies & 
regulations.

 � Strategic approaches to using TA 
in system reform &  Medicaid 
redesign.

 �Meaningful connections with state 
& local networks of TA providers 
to move toward a sustainable 
‘in-house’ TA infrastructure (i.e., 
Centers of Excellence).

 � Enhanced in-state, Tribe & 
Territory capacity.

 � Provided TA to states and communities to 
integrate National Standards for Culturally and 
Linguistically Appropriate Services and Supports 
in Health and Health Care into planning, policy 
and practice.

 � Provided TA to states and communities on 
developing and utilizing Behavioral Health 
Disparity Impact Statements to influence planning 
and policy.

 � Provided TA to 7 states participating in an 
intensive Medicaid/Managed Care Academy for 
children’s behavioral health.

 � Provided TA to states and communities on 
developing and integrating affirmative LGBTQ  
policy and practice into child serving systems.

Ongoing Kathy Lazear
klazear@usf.edu

Linda Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Suicide 
Prevention

Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide (The Guide)
The Guide is a comprehensive, evidence-based guide designed 
to assist schools, in collaboration with families and community 
partners, in improving their suicide prevention programs or 
creating new ones.

 � Help schools address youth suicide via The Guide. This is 
a tool that provides a framework for schools to assess their 
existing or proposed suicide prevention efforts and provides 
resources and information that school administrators can 
use to establish new programs or enhance existing programs.

 � Contribute to the reduction in the 
number of youth deaths by suicide 
by increasing the use of evidenced- 
based, research supported, and/
or promising strategies in suicide 
prevention.

 �The Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based 
Guide’s Checklists are listed on the Suicide 
Prevention Resource Center/American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention Best Practice 
Registry for Suicide Prevention.

 �The Guide is available on-line for free viewing and 
downloading in sections or its entirety.

 � Over 30,700 national and international 
individuals visited the website during the past year 
for an average of 84 website visitors per day.

 � Over 19,000 unique national and international 
individuals visited the website during the past year.

 � Over 19,270 individuals downloaded the entire 
Guide or at least one component from The 
Guide’s website.

 � 30% of the Guide’s website visitors were from 
outside the U.S. The top ten countries included: 
China, Denmark, Ukraine, Canada, Philippines, 
Germany, Russian Federation, Japan, United 
Kingdom, and France, with between 284 and 
3,042 visitors representing 22% of all non-U.S. 
visitors.

 � Fulfilled orders for printed copies of the Youth 
Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide. 

Ongoing Stephen 
Roggenbaum 
roggenba@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

System 
Planning & 

Policy

Assessment of Care Coordination and Health Indicators for 
Individuals with Serious Mental Illness Enrolled in Florida’s 
Managed Medical Assistance Program
This study examined the effectiveness of care coordination 
strategies offered by Magellan Complete Care and the standard 
MAP plans in Florida.  This study also compares health 
indicators for individuals with SMI enrolled in Magellan vs the 
standard MAP plans.

 � Describe the care coordination activities of the SMI 
Specialty Plan and several standard plans.

 � Describe the resulting impacts on stakeholders.
 � Identify indicators for quality monitoring.

 � Provide a broad descriptive and 
contextual understanding of the 
implementation in 8 Medicaid 
managed care regions.

 � Comprehensive review of the literature, which 
resulted in the identification of 10 factors that 
are associated with care coordination in health 
care plans. These factors formed the basis of 
a framework for reviewing documents and 
constructing interview protocols, which were 
administered to AHCA and Magellan staff. In 
addition, two regions were selected for focus 
groups with family members of individuals with 
SMI enrolled in the plans. Administrative data 
analysis to compare performance on HEDIS 
measures.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

Lodi Rohrer
llrohrer@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Children’s Home Society of Florida (CHS)/USF- Department 
of Child and Family Studies (CFS) Collaboration
This collaboration develops a partnership of engaged scholarship 
in areas of shared interest, utilizing key faculty across CFS who 
take a liaison role in facilitating collaboration between CFS and 
CHS, exploring potential research opportunities and facilitating 
teams of individuals interested in working together (on a 
number of topics such as birth to 5, child abuse, foster care 
placement stability, trauma-informed care, and organizational 
infrastructure).

 � Develop a collaboration between CHS and CFS that will 
result in multiple shared opportunities for externally funded 
research, evaluation, training, and technical assistance.

 � Improved services and supports 
for children, adolescents, and 
their families who are involved in 
Florida’s child welfare system.

 � Bridge the gap between research and 
evaluation to policy and practice.

 � Continued collaboration on potential research 
funding.

 � CFS faculty actively participated in CHS 
statewide activities to collaborate on and support 
research and evaluation activities.

 � CFS and CHS collaboration resulted in 2 federally 
funded projects in 2016.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Core Partner - Technical Assistance Network for Children’s 
Behavioral Health/ National Training and Technical 
Assistance Center for Children’s Behavioral Health
The Technical Assistance Network is the national TA center 
for the CMHS, SAMHSA Child Mental Health Initiatives 
providing technical assistance to local, state, Territories and 
Tribal system of care grantees and non-grantees. 

 �The Center’s/Network’s purpose is to help move systems of 
care towards wide scale adoption; to provide support to the 
field of children’s mental health and the efforts of CMHI/
SAMHSA; to increase the effectiveness of mental health 
services for children and youth with serious emotional and 
behavioral challenges and their families in states, counties, 
Tribes and Territories (SOC grantees and non-CMHI 
grantees); and the provision of logistical support.

 � Better ways of operationalizing 
system of care by connecting to 
larger system changes.

 � Better understanding of how to 
infuse system of care values & 
principles in system, policies & 
regulations.

 � Strategic approaches to using TA 
in system reform &  Medicaid 
redesign.

 �Meaningful connections with state 
& local networks of TA providers 
to move toward a sustainable 
‘in-house’ TA infrastructure (i.e., 
Centers of Excellence).

 � Enhanced in-state, Tribe & 
Territory capacity.

 � Provided TA to states and communities to 
integrate National Standards for Culturally and 
Linguistically Appropriate Services and Supports 
in Health and Health Care into planning, policy 
and practice.

 � Provided TA to states and communities on 
developing and utilizing Behavioral Health 
Disparity Impact Statements to influence planning 
and policy.

 � Provided TA to 7 states participating in an 
intensive Medicaid/Managed Care Academy for 
children’s behavioral health.

 � Provided TA to states and communities on 
developing and integrating affirmative LGBTQ  
policy and practice into child serving systems.

Ongoing Kathy Lazear
klazear@usf.edu

Linda Callejas
callejas@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

System  
Planning  

& Policy

Effects of Child Welfare Pre-Paid Mental Health Plan (CW-
PMHP) Services on Youth Outcomes
This study examines the effect of CW-PMHP on outcomes for 
children, including child welfare, mental health, and juvenile 
justice outcomes.

 � Examine the outcomes for children enrolled in CW-PMHP 
including the population of youth aging out of CW-PMHP 
and transitioning to adulthood. 

 �The following outcomes will be examined: (a) median 
length of stay in out-of-home care, (b) number of out-
of-home care placements, (c) time to reunification, (d) 
reentry into out-of-home care, (e) presence of involuntary 
examination initiations (Baker Act), and (f ) involvement 
with the juvenile justice system (DJJ). 

 � Additional outcomes may include mental health 
functioning using Children’s Functional Assessment Rating 
Scale (CFARS) data and involvement with the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) for older youth.

 � Improve service delivery and 
treatment for youth involved in 
child welfare.

 �The final report was submitted to and approved by 
the funding agency (AHCA). 

 �The Manuscript entitled “Mental health service 
utilization and time to care: A comparison of 
children in traditional foster care and children 
in kinship care” was published in Children and 
Youth Services Review. 

 � Study findings based on the final report were 
presented at the 29th Annual Research and Policy  
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young 
Adult Behavioral Health. Tampa, FL.

Completed Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Florida’s Children’s Mental Health System of 
Care Expansion Grant
The evaluation is designed to gain a better understanding of how 
System of Care Values and Principles are being implemented at 
the state level and at five local SOC expansion sites. The plan 
uses qualitative and quantitative methods to address three main 
areas: achievement of project objectives; effectiveness of process 
objectives including changes in collaboration levels, policies and 
financing strategies and structures at the state and local pilot 
levels, and impact of the project on child and family outcomes 
using both primary data and administrative data sources; and a 
readiness assessment of the local SOC expansion sites.

 � Examine the effectiveness of grant implementation at the 
state level and at the local SOC expansion sites.

 � Outcome evaluation at the child and family level.
 � Quality of care assessment through structured survey 
instrument and interviews with parents of children receiving 
services from the public mental health system.

 � Analysis of administrative data to assess changes in child 
outcomes over time.

 � Improved capacity of Florida’s 
system of care to implement and 
deliver services that are family 
driven, youth guided, culturally 
competent, and coordinated across 
systems.

 � Quarterly and Annual Reports are available.  A 
Final Report is under development.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Miami Community Action Response to 
Exploitation and Sex Trafficking (Miami CARES) Project.
The evaluation is designed to assess implementation of the 
Miami CARES Project, an initiative focused on creating a 
coordinated child welfare system response to human trafficking, 
specifically focused on youth in the child welfare system.

 � Evaluate project processes and outcomes related to 6 key 
project goals:
 » Institutionalize cross-system collaboration to address 

trafficking of minors.
 » Increase awareness and utilization of multi-disciplinary 

interventions.
 » Develop and implement policies, practices, and strategies 

to prevent trafficking, identify victims, and provide a 
continuum of effective services.

 » Increase system-wide awareness of trafficking.
 » Develop and implement a comprehensive data system to 

gather and track critical information on trafficked youth.
 » Disseminate knowledge and findings generated through 

the project to the field.

 � Improved capacity of the Miami-
Dade Child Welfare System to 
identify, track, and address the 
needs of youth who are victims of 
human trafficking or are at-risk.

 � 2-year progress report completed in October 
2016, which includes process and outcomes 
evaluation components and recommendations 
provided for ongoing implementation. Ongoing 
data collection via stakeholder interviews, surveys, 
youth assessments, administrative data sources, 
and observation. Evaluation team participates in 
Task Force meetings and provides regular feedback 
to project leadership.

Ongoing Melissa Johnson 
mhjohns4@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Michigan Action Learning Network for Primary and 
Behavioral Health Integration
Facilitate statewide effort to identify action-oriented strategies 
for successful implementation of integrated care in local context.

 � Provide a common focus for the challenges facing 
communities in the integration of primary and behavioral 
healthcare for children and families.

 � Provide a forum for shared learning.
 � Support collective and individual action.

 � Improved service systems for 
children with Serious Emotional 
Disturbance and their families.

 � Identified barriers and facilitators to implementing 
integrated primary and behavioral health care.

 � Identified local and statewide strategies to support 
integration.

 � Developed and disseminated two practice briefs 
on integrated primary and behavioral healthcare 
for children and families.

 � Series of seven practice briefs available on CFS 
website.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

National Evaluation of the Children’s Mental Health 
Initiative (CMHI)
This project supports system development processes through 
theory-driven evaluation strategies designed to help system 
stakeholders develop shared understanding of system change, 
intended impact of the change, and shared responsibility for the 
results.

 � Generate new knowledge on the impact of theory-driven 
evaluation on development and sustainability of effective 
systems of care. Help initiatives, communities, and states 
articulate active ingredients of their policies and service 
intentions.

 � Policies and service intentions for 
child mental health service delivery 
will be implemented and sustained 
with fidelity to their original 
intentions.

 � Published two interactive online newsletters 
focused on strategies for theory-driven evaluation.

 � Conducted national trainings on theory-driven 
evaluation to improve community use data.

 � Facilitated successful communities in peer-to-peer 
support – specifically systems that use a Theory of 
Change approach to drive system change.

 �Maintained an active Logic Model Website, which 
includes interactive theory of change logic model 
training and narration: http://logicmodel.fmhi.
usf.edu/

 � Collaborated on integrating Theories of Change 
and Continuous Quality Improvement.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

System  
Planning  

& Policy

Effects of Child Welfare Pre-Paid Mental Health Plan (CW-
PMHP) Services on Youth Outcomes
This study examines the effect of CW-PMHP on outcomes for 
children, including child welfare, mental health, and juvenile 
justice outcomes.

 � Examine the outcomes for children enrolled in CW-PMHP 
including the population of youth aging out of CW-PMHP 
and transitioning to adulthood. 

 �The following outcomes will be examined: (a) median 
length of stay in out-of-home care, (b) number of out-
of-home care placements, (c) time to reunification, (d) 
reentry into out-of-home care, (e) presence of involuntary 
examination initiations (Baker Act), and (f ) involvement 
with the juvenile justice system (DJJ). 

 � Additional outcomes may include mental health 
functioning using Children’s Functional Assessment Rating 
Scale (CFARS) data and involvement with the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) for older youth.

 � Improve service delivery and 
treatment for youth involved in 
child welfare.

 �The final report was submitted to and approved by 
the funding agency (AHCA). 

 �The Manuscript entitled “Mental health service 
utilization and time to care: A comparison of 
children in traditional foster care and children 
in kinship care” was published in Children and 
Youth Services Review. 

 � Study findings based on the final report were 
presented at the 29th Annual Research and Policy  
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young 
Adult Behavioral Health. Tampa, FL.

Completed Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Florida’s Children’s Mental Health System of 
Care Expansion Grant
The evaluation is designed to gain a better understanding of how 
System of Care Values and Principles are being implemented at 
the state level and at five local SOC expansion sites. The plan 
uses qualitative and quantitative methods to address three main 
areas: achievement of project objectives; effectiveness of process 
objectives including changes in collaboration levels, policies and 
financing strategies and structures at the state and local pilot 
levels, and impact of the project on child and family outcomes 
using both primary data and administrative data sources; and a 
readiness assessment of the local SOC expansion sites.

 � Examine the effectiveness of grant implementation at the 
state level and at the local SOC expansion sites.

 � Outcome evaluation at the child and family level.
 � Quality of care assessment through structured survey 
instrument and interviews with parents of children receiving 
services from the public mental health system.

 � Analysis of administrative data to assess changes in child 
outcomes over time.

 � Improved capacity of Florida’s 
system of care to implement and 
deliver services that are family 
driven, youth guided, culturally 
competent, and coordinated across 
systems.

 � Quarterly and Annual Reports are available.  A 
Final Report is under development.

Ongoing Mary Armstrong 
miarmstr@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of Miami Community Action Response to 
Exploitation and Sex Trafficking (Miami CARES) Project.
The evaluation is designed to assess implementation of the 
Miami CARES Project, an initiative focused on creating a 
coordinated child welfare system response to human trafficking, 
specifically focused on youth in the child welfare system.

 � Evaluate project processes and outcomes related to 6 key 
project goals:
 » Institutionalize cross-system collaboration to address 

trafficking of minors.
 » Increase awareness and utilization of multi-disciplinary 

interventions.
 » Develop and implement policies, practices, and strategies 

to prevent trafficking, identify victims, and provide a 
continuum of effective services.

 » Increase system-wide awareness of trafficking.
 » Develop and implement a comprehensive data system to 

gather and track critical information on trafficked youth.
 » Disseminate knowledge and findings generated through 

the project to the field.

 � Improved capacity of the Miami-
Dade Child Welfare System to 
identify, track, and address the 
needs of youth who are victims of 
human trafficking or are at-risk.

 � 2-year progress report completed in October 
2016, which includes process and outcomes 
evaluation components and recommendations 
provided for ongoing implementation. Ongoing 
data collection via stakeholder interviews, surveys, 
youth assessments, administrative data sources, 
and observation. Evaluation team participates in 
Task Force meetings and provides regular feedback 
to project leadership.

Ongoing Melissa Johnson 
mhjohns4@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Michigan Action Learning Network for Primary and 
Behavioral Health Integration
Facilitate statewide effort to identify action-oriented strategies 
for successful implementation of integrated care in local context.

 � Provide a common focus for the challenges facing 
communities in the integration of primary and behavioral 
healthcare for children and families.

 � Provide a forum for shared learning.
 � Support collective and individual action.

 � Improved service systems for 
children with Serious Emotional 
Disturbance and their families.

 � Identified barriers and facilitators to implementing 
integrated primary and behavioral health care.

 � Identified local and statewide strategies to support 
integration.

 � Developed and disseminated two practice briefs 
on integrated primary and behavioral healthcare 
for children and families.

 � Series of seven practice briefs available on CFS 
website.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

National Evaluation of the Children’s Mental Health 
Initiative (CMHI)
This project supports system development processes through 
theory-driven evaluation strategies designed to help system 
stakeholders develop shared understanding of system change, 
intended impact of the change, and shared responsibility for the 
results.

 � Generate new knowledge on the impact of theory-driven 
evaluation on development and sustainability of effective 
systems of care. Help initiatives, communities, and states 
articulate active ingredients of their policies and service 
intentions.

 � Policies and service intentions for 
child mental health service delivery 
will be implemented and sustained 
with fidelity to their original 
intentions.

 � Published two interactive online newsletters 
focused on strategies for theory-driven evaluation.

 � Conducted national trainings on theory-driven 
evaluation to improve community use data.

 � Facilitated successful communities in peer-to-peer 
support – specifically systems that use a Theory of 
Change approach to drive system change.

 �Maintained an active Logic Model Website, which 
includes interactive theory of change logic model 
training and narration: http://logicmodel.fmhi.
usf.edu/

 � Collaborated on integrating Theories of Change 
and Continuous Quality Improvement.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

System  
Planning  

& Policy

Pine Hills Wellness Project
Evaluate the impact of Pine Hills Wellness project using 
participatory and utilization-focused evaluation strategies.

 � Support development and implementation of a home 
visiting wellness intervention intended to increase health 
access and reduce healthcare barriers and costs.

 � Reduce emergency room use and increase primary care 
physician use among families of 2-6 year old children in 
Pine Hills, FL.

 � Improved health access for 
vulnerable populations.

 � Developed and executed a participatory and 
utilization-focused evaluation plan.

 � Presented on the process and outcomes evaluation 
findings at the 21st Qualitative Health Research 
Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

 � Completed services and costs comparison study.
 � Completed qualitative data collection for process 
evaluation.

 � Developed a community strengths and needs 
assessment.

 � Developed a wellness coach curriculum.

Completed Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Profile of Youth in Out-of-Home Care Residential Programs 
(2010-2011)
This project examined subgroups of children placed in three 
categories of out-of-home care: State Inpatient Psychiatric 
Program, Therapeutic Group Care, and Specialized Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 � Describe profiles of youth place in residential out-of-home 
care settings and identify risk factors for less desirable 
outcomes associated with each subgroup.

 � Develop effective targeted 
interventions for youth with serious 
emotional disturbance who are 
placed in residential mental health 
programs.

 � Reduce length of stay in residential 
care and to prevent re-admission to 
residential mental health programs.

 �The manuscript entitled “Profiles of youth 
in therapeutic group care: Associations with 
involuntary psychiatric examinations and 
readmissions” was published in the American 
Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 

 �The manuscript entitled “Profile of children placed 
in residential psychiatric program: Association 
with delinquency, involuntary mental health 
commitment, and reentry into care” was published 
in the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry.

Ongoing Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR)
SOCPR provides a tool for assessing whether system of care 
principles are operationalized at the level of practice. It also 
provides a measure of how well the overall service delivery 
system is meeting the needs of children with serious emotional 
disturbances (SED) and their families.

 � Provide a method and instrument for assessing whether 
System of Care values and principles are operationalized at 
the level of practice.

 � Provide feedback to enhance quality improvement efforts.
 � Incorporate specific recommendations into staff training at 
the direct service level.

 � Identify strengths and areas that need improvement on a 
system-wide level.

 � Communities increase and maintain 
the presence of systems of care 
values, principles, and policies in 
their child-serving systems.

 � SOCPR training and technical assistance 
continues for states and for communities 
internationally.

 � SOCPR activities include 5 communities, 3 
counties, 2 states, and 1 Canadian province.

 � AZ SOCPR: Activities continue with the state of 
AZ. A yearly report of findings was completed.

 � S4KF SOCPR: Consultation activities continue 
with community-based Success 4 Kids project. 

 � New: AZ SOCPR Retrospective: Contract 
negotiations began to complete a review of last 
5 years of Child Welfare cases only within AZ 
SOCPR.

Ongoing Debra Mowery 
mowery@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Utilization of Mental Health Services and Trajectories of 
Mental Health Status Following Enrollment in the Child 
Welfare – Prepaid Mental Health Plans (CW- PMHP)
This study examines the longitudinal effect of service provision 
under CW-PMHP on children’s mental health status.

 �The purpose of the study is to assess the association between 
the type/intensity of mental health services and changes in 
children’s mental health status, and to identify characteristics 
of children with persistent mental health problems for early 
and targeted interventions.

 � Bridge the gap between research and 
evaluation to policy and practice.

 �The Manuscript entitled “Utilization of Mental 
Health Services and Mental Health Status among 
Children Placed in Out-of-Home Care: A Parallel 
Process Latent Growth Modeling Approach" was 
accepted for publication in the Child Psychiatry 
and Human Development.

Completed Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Transition-
Aged Youth

Now is the Time – Technical Assistance Center (NITT-TA 
Center)
Now is the Time - Technical Assistance Center provides training 
and technical assistance to recipients of the Now is the Time 
– Project AWARE, Healthy Transitions, and ReCAST grants 
awarded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Service Administration (SAMHSA). The purpose of the Center 
is to provide grantees technical assistance services and supports 
needed to optimize the implementation and sustainability 
of their efforts to make schools safer, increase access to 
mental health services, and promote resilience and equity in 
communities.

 � Provide multifaceted training and technical assistance (TTA) 
across a wide variety of content and process strategies.

 � Promote the application of cultural and linguistic 
competence in project implementation and service delivery.

 � Enhance grantee capacity to design, 
implement, and sustain policies, 
programs and services at state- and 
local-levels.

 �The NITT-TA grant was renewed for an 
additional three years. 

 � USF continues to partner with the Center 
for Applied Research Solutions, WestEd, and 
ChangeMatrix to assist federal grantees in the 
delivery of services for school age and transition-
age youth. 

Ongoing Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton
dburton@usf.edu 

Nichole Snyder-
Fintel
nsnyder@usf.edu

Alexandra Albizu-
Rivera
albizurivera@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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System  
Planning  

& Policy

Pine Hills Wellness Project
Evaluate the impact of Pine Hills Wellness project using 
participatory and utilization-focused evaluation strategies.

 � Support development and implementation of a home 
visiting wellness intervention intended to increase health 
access and reduce healthcare barriers and costs.

 � Reduce emergency room use and increase primary care 
physician use among families of 2-6 year old children in 
Pine Hills, FL.

 � Improved health access for 
vulnerable populations.

 � Developed and executed a participatory and 
utilization-focused evaluation plan.

 � Presented on the process and outcomes evaluation 
findings at the 21st Qualitative Health Research 
Conference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

 � Completed services and costs comparison study.
 � Completed qualitative data collection for process 
evaluation.

 � Developed a community strengths and needs 
assessment.

 � Developed a wellness coach curriculum.

Completed Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Profile of Youth in Out-of-Home Care Residential Programs 
(2010-2011)
This project examined subgroups of children placed in three 
categories of out-of-home care: State Inpatient Psychiatric 
Program, Therapeutic Group Care, and Specialized Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 � Describe profiles of youth place in residential out-of-home 
care settings and identify risk factors for less desirable 
outcomes associated with each subgroup.

 � Develop effective targeted 
interventions for youth with serious 
emotional disturbance who are 
placed in residential mental health 
programs.

 � Reduce length of stay in residential 
care and to prevent re-admission to 
residential mental health programs.

 �The manuscript entitled “Profiles of youth 
in therapeutic group care: Associations with 
involuntary psychiatric examinations and 
readmissions” was published in the American 
Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 

 �The manuscript entitled “Profile of children placed 
in residential psychiatric program: Association 
with delinquency, involuntary mental health 
commitment, and reentry into care” was published 
in the American Journal of Orthopsychiatry.

Ongoing Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR)
SOCPR provides a tool for assessing whether system of care 
principles are operationalized at the level of practice. It also 
provides a measure of how well the overall service delivery 
system is meeting the needs of children with serious emotional 
disturbances (SED) and their families.

 � Provide a method and instrument for assessing whether 
System of Care values and principles are operationalized at 
the level of practice.

 � Provide feedback to enhance quality improvement efforts.
 � Incorporate specific recommendations into staff training at 
the direct service level.

 � Identify strengths and areas that need improvement on a 
system-wide level.

 � Communities increase and maintain 
the presence of systems of care 
values, principles, and policies in 
their child-serving systems.

 � SOCPR training and technical assistance 
continues for states and for communities 
internationally.

 � SOCPR activities include 5 communities, 3 
counties, 2 states, and 1 Canadian province.

 � AZ SOCPR: Activities continue with the state of 
AZ. A yearly report of findings was completed.

 � S4KF SOCPR: Consultation activities continue 
with community-based Success 4 Kids project. 

 � New: AZ SOCPR Retrospective: Contract 
negotiations began to complete a review of last 
5 years of Child Welfare cases only within AZ 
SOCPR.

Ongoing Debra Mowery 
mowery@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

III Create 
partnerships to 
build a strong 
sustainable future 
for Florida.

Utilization of Mental Health Services and Trajectories of 
Mental Health Status Following Enrollment in the Child 
Welfare – Prepaid Mental Health Plans (CW- PMHP)
This study examines the longitudinal effect of service provision 
under CW-PMHP on children’s mental health status.

 �The purpose of the study is to assess the association between 
the type/intensity of mental health services and changes in 
children’s mental health status, and to identify characteristics 
of children with persistent mental health problems for early 
and targeted interventions.

 � Bridge the gap between research and 
evaluation to policy and practice.

 �The Manuscript entitled “Utilization of Mental 
Health Services and Mental Health Status among 
Children Placed in Out-of-Home Care: A Parallel 
Process Latent Growth Modeling Approach" was 
accepted for publication in the Child Psychiatry 
and Human Development.

Completed Svetlana 
Yampolskaya 
yampol@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Transition-
Aged Youth

Now is the Time – Technical Assistance Center (NITT-TA 
Center)
Now is the Time - Technical Assistance Center provides training 
and technical assistance to recipients of the Now is the Time 
– Project AWARE, Healthy Transitions, and ReCAST grants 
awarded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Service Administration (SAMHSA). The purpose of the Center 
is to provide grantees technical assistance services and supports 
needed to optimize the implementation and sustainability 
of their efforts to make schools safer, increase access to 
mental health services, and promote resilience and equity in 
communities.

 � Provide multifaceted training and technical assistance (TTA) 
across a wide variety of content and process strategies.

 � Promote the application of cultural and linguistic 
competence in project implementation and service delivery.

 � Enhance grantee capacity to design, 
implement, and sustain policies, 
programs and services at state- and 
local-levels.

 �The NITT-TA grant was renewed for an 
additional three years. 

 � USF continues to partner with the Center 
for Applied Research Solutions, WestEd, and 
ChangeMatrix to assist federal grantees in the 
delivery of services for school age and transition-
age youth. 

Ongoing Tom Massey
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton
dburton@usf.edu 

Nichole Snyder-
Fintel
nsnyder@usf.edu

Alexandra Albizu-
Rivera
albizurivera@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Trauma-Based 
Support

Family Caregivers Who Kill Project
The objective of this research program is to identify the 
epidemiology and clinical patterns of family caregivers who kill 
care-recipient/victims. Since there is no national surveillance 
mechanism, the research is based on analyses of the results of 
newspaper surveillance of U.S. newspapers.

 � To identify the annual incidence of family caregiver 
homicides since 1980.

 � To identify and clarify the characteristics of perpetrators/
caregivers and victims/care-recipients as well as antecedents 
of the homicides.

 � To examine the pattern of utilization of health, legal, 
community, and other services by perpetrators, victims, and 
other family and social supports.

 � To identify the legal disposition of cases where the 
perpetrator does not suicide.

 � To contribute articles to first-rate journals about this under-
studied area.

 � To provide the basis for a book about research, policy, and 
practice issues.

 � To develop written and online resources for a range of 
professionals in health care, home and community-based 
agencies, state agencies, law enforcement, legal justice, as 
well as family members and the general public.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
for intervention and prevention of 
family caregiver homicides. 

 � Development of empirical data 
bases for further research by 
collaborating with state offices of 
attorneys general, court systems, 
state agencies (e.g., aging, children 
and families, health), and other 
researchers.

 � Development of recommendations 
for applied and legal research to 
develop empirical guidelines for 
potential alternative legal options in 
criminal proceedings.

 � Submitted (August 2015) and was as awarded 
(December 2015) a one-year grant from the 
Borchard Foundation on Law and Aging.

 � Began conducting retrospective newspaper 
surveillance ascertainment of family caregiver 
homicides involving older care-recipient victims 
1980-2015 using the Lexis-Nexis search engine. 

 � Began conducting a prospective newspaper 
surveillance of family caregiver homicides in 2016 
using Google News and Newsbank search engines.

 � Submitted a review article about family caregiver 
homicides involving older persons to a refereed 
journal.

 � Continued to write a book about family caregiver 
homicides

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Lethal Violence by Individuals with Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Related Dementias
This research project focusses on the epidemiology and clinical 
patterns of homicide, homicide-suicide, and suicide by persons 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.

 � To understand factors contributing to the display of violent 
lethal behavior by persons with dementia at home and in 
long term care settings.

 � Disseminate information in quality journals.
 � Develop written and online resource materials for the 
education and training of professionals in health care, 
community agencies, law enforcement, and criminal justice 
areas.

 � Development of tests and 
procedures to assess risk for lethal 
violence.

 � Development and evaluation 
of intervention and prevention 
strategies.

 � Development of recommendations 
for policies and practices.

 � Continued newspaper surveillance to identify 
cases where individuals with Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementia kill family members, friends, 
strangers, long term care residents or staff.

 � Continued to analyze the epidemiology and 
clinical characteristics of individuals with 
dementia who kill 1980-2016.

 � Began writing a grant proposal.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Linguistic Analysis of Violence in Written Material of Mass 
Shooters Project
The objective of this research is to analyze the content of 
written materials (e.g., journals, letters, tweets, video transcripts, 
manifestos) of mass shooters using linguistic software to 
examine the association of the use of violent language and 
negative emotions with mass violence in schools and public 
settings.

 � To survey the literature about perpetrators of mass shootings 
in schools and public settings.

 � To develop a list and catalogue of incidents where written 
material and videos by the mass shooter are available

 � To pilot test linguistic software to analyze the diaries and 
journals of the Columbine killers.

 � To contribute articles to first-rate journals about this under-
studied area.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
for use of linguistic analyses for 
intervention and prevention of mass 
shootings.

 � Development of a research agenda 
for ongoing analyses of catalogued 
cases.

 � Development of a multi-
dimensional theoretical model.

 �Mass shootings continue to be a serious national 
problem. Therefore, have continued to catalogue 
mass shooters in the U.S. and collect newspaper 
stories, written journals, manifestos, videos, 
Facebook entries, and tweets of killers.

 � Began drafting a journal article discussing 
methodologies to study mass shootings.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of the Trauma Recovery Initiative Center (TRI 
Center)  (2012-2016)
The evaluation of the TRI Center aims to demonstrate and 
evaluate the effectiveness of sustainable, culturally competent, 
trauma-focused interventions and trauma-informed system 
approaches to ameliorate adverse consequences of complex 
trauma experience for abused and neglected youth in foster care 
and other out-of-home family care in the Florida Panhandle 
region.

 � Increase community capacity to provide trauma-focused, 
culturally competent, evidence-based treatment for youth 
in the northwest Florida foster care system that have 
experienced complex trauma.

 � Increase community capacity for identification of trauma.
 � Transform service delivery approaches so that practices based 
on trauma-informed principles take root in the northwest 
Florida system of care, with collaborative linkages to the 
National Child Traumatic Stress Network.

 � Florida shifts to a trauma-informed 
treatment environment using 
identified trauma-specific best 
practices.

 � Florida to screen all youth in 
dependency system for trauma.

 � Presented the 2015 CHS Statewide Trauma-
Informed Care Organizational Survey Findings 
at the CHS Innovations Symposium in Orlando, 
Florida.

 � Presented on innovative trauma-informed system 
collaboratives and the 2015 CHS Statewide 
Trauma-Informed Care Organizational Survey 
Findings at the SAMHSA, NCTSN All Network 
Conference in National Harbor, Maryland.

 � Participated in the continued development and 
implementation of the CHS Statewide Trauma-
Responsive Workgroup and Trauma-Responsive 
Workgroup Plan.

 � Created and presented on the Stoplight 
Dashboard, an innovative approach of reviewing 
and managing CHS organizational level data from 
the CHS Trauma-Informed Care Organizational 
Survey Findings and CHS Crosswalk Statewide 
Action Plan.

 � Completed and submitted SAMHSA, NCTSI 
Category III, Community Treatment and Services 
(CTS) centers grant proposal for the evaluation 
of implementation of Real Life Heroes and 
the expansion of trauma-informed system and 
organizational level efforts at the TRI Center.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.



Research &
 Training

USF College of Behavioral & Community Sciences    CFS Impact 2016  45

Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Trauma-Based 
Support

Family Caregivers Who Kill Project
The objective of this research program is to identify the 
epidemiology and clinical patterns of family caregivers who kill 
care-recipient/victims. Since there is no national surveillance 
mechanism, the research is based on analyses of the results of 
newspaper surveillance of U.S. newspapers.

 � To identify the annual incidence of family caregiver 
homicides since 1980.

 � To identify and clarify the characteristics of perpetrators/
caregivers and victims/care-recipients as well as antecedents 
of the homicides.

 � To examine the pattern of utilization of health, legal, 
community, and other services by perpetrators, victims, and 
other family and social supports.

 � To identify the legal disposition of cases where the 
perpetrator does not suicide.

 � To contribute articles to first-rate journals about this under-
studied area.

 � To provide the basis for a book about research, policy, and 
practice issues.

 � To develop written and online resources for a range of 
professionals in health care, home and community-based 
agencies, state agencies, law enforcement, legal justice, as 
well as family members and the general public.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
for intervention and prevention of 
family caregiver homicides. 

 � Development of empirical data 
bases for further research by 
collaborating with state offices of 
attorneys general, court systems, 
state agencies (e.g., aging, children 
and families, health), and other 
researchers.

 � Development of recommendations 
for applied and legal research to 
develop empirical guidelines for 
potential alternative legal options in 
criminal proceedings.

 � Submitted (August 2015) and was as awarded 
(December 2015) a one-year grant from the 
Borchard Foundation on Law and Aging.

 � Began conducting retrospective newspaper 
surveillance ascertainment of family caregiver 
homicides involving older care-recipient victims 
1980-2015 using the Lexis-Nexis search engine. 

 � Began conducting a prospective newspaper 
surveillance of family caregiver homicides in 2016 
using Google News and Newsbank search engines.

 � Submitted a review article about family caregiver 
homicides involving older persons to a refereed 
journal.

 � Continued to write a book about family caregiver 
homicides

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Lethal Violence by Individuals with Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Related Dementias
This research project focusses on the epidemiology and clinical 
patterns of homicide, homicide-suicide, and suicide by persons 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.

 � To understand factors contributing to the display of violent 
lethal behavior by persons with dementia at home and in 
long term care settings.

 � Disseminate information in quality journals.
 � Develop written and online resource materials for the 
education and training of professionals in health care, 
community agencies, law enforcement, and criminal justice 
areas.

 � Development of tests and 
procedures to assess risk for lethal 
violence.

 � Development and evaluation 
of intervention and prevention 
strategies.

 � Development of recommendations 
for policies and practices.

 � Continued newspaper surveillance to identify 
cases where individuals with Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementia kill family members, friends, 
strangers, long term care residents or staff.

 � Continued to analyze the epidemiology and 
clinical characteristics of individuals with 
dementia who kill 1980-2016.

 � Began writing a grant proposal.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Linguistic Analysis of Violence in Written Material of Mass 
Shooters Project
The objective of this research is to analyze the content of 
written materials (e.g., journals, letters, tweets, video transcripts, 
manifestos) of mass shooters using linguistic software to 
examine the association of the use of violent language and 
negative emotions with mass violence in schools and public 
settings.

 � To survey the literature about perpetrators of mass shootings 
in schools and public settings.

 � To develop a list and catalogue of incidents where written 
material and videos by the mass shooter are available

 � To pilot test linguistic software to analyze the diaries and 
journals of the Columbine killers.

 � To contribute articles to first-rate journals about this under-
studied area.

 � Dissemination of research findings 
for use of linguistic analyses for 
intervention and prevention of mass 
shootings.

 � Development of a research agenda 
for ongoing analyses of catalogued 
cases.

 � Development of a multi-
dimensional theoretical model.

 �Mass shootings continue to be a serious national 
problem. Therefore, have continued to catalogue 
mass shooters in the U.S. and collect newspaper 
stories, written journals, manifestos, videos, 
Facebook entries, and tweets of killers.

 � Began drafting a journal article discussing 
methodologies to study mass shootings.

Ongoing Donna Cohen
cohen@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Evaluation of the Trauma Recovery Initiative Center (TRI 
Center)  (2012-2016)
The evaluation of the TRI Center aims to demonstrate and 
evaluate the effectiveness of sustainable, culturally competent, 
trauma-focused interventions and trauma-informed system 
approaches to ameliorate adverse consequences of complex 
trauma experience for abused and neglected youth in foster care 
and other out-of-home family care in the Florida Panhandle 
region.

 � Increase community capacity to provide trauma-focused, 
culturally competent, evidence-based treatment for youth 
in the northwest Florida foster care system that have 
experienced complex trauma.

 � Increase community capacity for identification of trauma.
 � Transform service delivery approaches so that practices based 
on trauma-informed principles take root in the northwest 
Florida system of care, with collaborative linkages to the 
National Child Traumatic Stress Network.

 � Florida shifts to a trauma-informed 
treatment environment using 
identified trauma-specific best 
practices.

 � Florida to screen all youth in 
dependency system for trauma.

 � Presented the 2015 CHS Statewide Trauma-
Informed Care Organizational Survey Findings 
at the CHS Innovations Symposium in Orlando, 
Florida.

 � Presented on innovative trauma-informed system 
collaboratives and the 2015 CHS Statewide 
Trauma-Informed Care Organizational Survey 
Findings at the SAMHSA, NCTSN All Network 
Conference in National Harbor, Maryland.

 � Participated in the continued development and 
implementation of the CHS Statewide Trauma-
Responsive Workgroup and Trauma-Responsive 
Workgroup Plan.

 � Created and presented on the Stoplight 
Dashboard, an innovative approach of reviewing 
and managing CHS organizational level data from 
the CHS Trauma-Informed Care Organizational 
Survey Findings and CHS Crosswalk Statewide 
Action Plan.

 � Completed and submitted SAMHSA, NCTSI 
Category III, Community Treatment and Services 
(CTS) centers grant proposal for the evaluation 
of implementation of Real Life Heroes and 
the expansion of trauma-informed system and 
organizational level efforts at the TRI Center.

Ongoing Sharon Hodges 
sphodges@usf.edu

Melissa Tirotti
mtirotti@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

University 
Center for 

Excellence in 
Developmental 

Disabilities

Florida Center for Inclusive Communities (FCIC-UCEDD)
FCIC-UCEDD is part of a federally-funded network of 67 
Centers across the United States and territories. UCEDDs have 
four broad tasks: conduct interdisciplinary training, promote 
community service programs, provide technical assistance 
at all levels (from local service delivery to community and 
state governments), and conduct research and dissemination 
activities.

 � Use core funding to leverage additional funding to promote 
mission of conducting research, education, and service that 
focus on individuals with developmental disabilities and 
their families.

 � CFS faculty and staff have shared 
values that guide their research, 
education, and services that focus 
on individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families.

 � Floridians will gain a better 
understanding of developmental 
disabilities as well as best practices 
when supporting individuals with 
developmental disabilities and 
their families in achieving full 
participation in the activities and 
communities of their choice. 

 � 239 activities with 39,357individuals.
 � 3,315 hours of interdisciplinary and community 
training to 16,667 UCEDD trainees, USF 
students, and community professionals.

 � 10,851 hours of technical assistance to 10,279 
people.

 � 4,369 hours of research activities.
 �The FCIC developed 227 new products and 
continued dissemination of 76 other products.

 � FCIC products were disseminated to 80,965 
individuals, family members, and professionals.

 � Leveraged additional $12,080,184 (9% federal, 
86% state, 3% local, 2% other).

 � FCIC faculty published a combined total of 
23 peer-reviewed articles, submitted 18  for 
publication,  and 10 book chapters.  FCIC 
faculty/staff presented 131 conference posters/
papers. 

Ongoing Lise Fox
lisefox@usf.edu

Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Workforce 
Development

Improving Child Help-Seeking by Understanding 
Caregivers’ Views of Mental Disorders: A Pilot Study
This pilot study examines caregivers’ perspective of children’s 
behavioral problems, especially potential difference by race or 
ethnicity.

 � To understand  whether African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers make distinctions between youth 
behavior that reflects a normal reaction to a harsh social 
context from that which is pathological, as specified in 
DSM guidelines.

 � To determine whether African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers make the same judgments about youth 
behavior and choices of treatment, given identical behavioral 
information.

 � To investigate what characteristics of caregivers are 
associated with caregivers’ judgments about youth behavior, 
stigma, and choices of treatment.

 � Gain insight into African-American, 
White, and Hispanic caregivers’ 
perspectives on mental health 
problems and treatment of youth.

 � Identify factors associated with 
African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers’ judgments 
about youth behavior stigma, and 
treatment preferences. 

 � Identify important variations in 
cognitive-processing and decision-
making that may provide new 
information to program planners 
and clinicians regarding family 
engagement processes, and barriers 
to mental health care.

 � IRB approval from two (2) universities.
 � Data collection initiated.

New Mary Armstrong
miarmstr@usf.edu

II   Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation

Institute for Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health
Funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, this is an 
innovative, state-of-the-art research education program that 
teaches the practical skills of translational and implementation 
science in the field of adolescent behavioral health. Institute 
scholars work with community partners, academic mentors and 
national mentors to advance the field of translational science 
and promote evidence-based practice.

 � To provide education (through education and a graduate 
certificate) and training (through service learning research 
projects) for graduate students, community professionals, 
and other students in behavioral health services.

 � Prepares students for professional 
careers in behavioral health services 
and applied behavioral health 
services research agencies and 
service organizations.

 �The third cohort of 13 Institute Scholars 
completed the graduate certificate program.

 � 13 Institute scholars presented their research 
outcomes at the 29th Annual Children’s Mental 
Health Research & Policy Conference.  

 � Institute Scholars assisted community partner 
agencies with community-based research projects 
centered on issues of translational research in child 
and adolescent behavioral health.

 �The fourth cohort of 12 Institute Scholars began 
the program and will present at the 30th Annual 
Children’s Mental Health Research & Policy 
Conference. 

 �The grant renewal process was begun to fund a 
further 5 years of the project.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin 
levin@usf.edu

Tom Massey 
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

Julie A. Baldwin, 
jbaldwin@health.
usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Project TSBA: Preparing Tiered Systems Behavior Analysts 
(TSBA) 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education Programs, TSBA prepares highly qualified school-
based behavior analysts to provide related services to children 
with disabilities with a focus on the provision of positive 
behavioral interventions and support and to serve in leadership 
positions in implementing the multi-tiered, system-wide 
approach to PBS.

 � Graduate 16 students with a Master’s degree in ABA, Board 
Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst (BCaBA) certification, 
PBS Certificate, and eligibility to sit for the Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst (BCBA) Certification exam.

 � Improve the quality and increase the 
number of personnel who are fully 
credentialed to serve children with 
disabilities.

 � Improve outcomes for children with 
disabilities.

 � Provided Summer Institute on universal design 
and assistive technology, Tier 1 PBS training, and 
mentorship support to Cohort 4.

 � Provided practicum experience to Cohort 4 in 
four high-need Hillsborough County elementary 
schools.

 � Cohort 3 presented at Florida ABA and APBS 
conferences.

 � Cohort 3 successfully completed the program.
 � Partnered with 6 Hillsborough elementary schools 
to provide practicum experience to Cohort 4.

 � Graduated 6 students of Cohorts 3 and 4.

Ongoing Kwang-Sun Blair 
kwangsun@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

University 
Center for 

Excellence in 
Developmental 

Disabilities

Florida Center for Inclusive Communities (FCIC-UCEDD)
FCIC-UCEDD is part of a federally-funded network of 67 
Centers across the United States and territories. UCEDDs have 
four broad tasks: conduct interdisciplinary training, promote 
community service programs, provide technical assistance 
at all levels (from local service delivery to community and 
state governments), and conduct research and dissemination 
activities.

 � Use core funding to leverage additional funding to promote 
mission of conducting research, education, and service that 
focus on individuals with developmental disabilities and 
their families.

 � CFS faculty and staff have shared 
values that guide their research, 
education, and services that focus 
on individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families.

 � Floridians will gain a better 
understanding of developmental 
disabilities as well as best practices 
when supporting individuals with 
developmental disabilities and 
their families in achieving full 
participation in the activities and 
communities of their choice. 

 � 239 activities with 39,357individuals.
 � 3,315 hours of interdisciplinary and community 
training to 16,667 UCEDD trainees, USF 
students, and community professionals.

 � 10,851 hours of technical assistance to 10,279 
people.

 � 4,369 hours of research activities.
 �The FCIC developed 227 new products and 
continued dissemination of 76 other products.

 � FCIC products were disseminated to 80,965 
individuals, family members, and professionals.

 � Leveraged additional $12,080,184 (9% federal, 
86% state, 3% local, 2% other).

 � FCIC faculty published a combined total of 
23 peer-reviewed articles, submitted 18  for 
publication,  and 10 book chapters.  FCIC 
faculty/staff presented 131 conference posters/
papers. 

Ongoing Lise Fox
lisefox@usf.edu

Don Kincaid
kincaid@usf.edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Workforce 
Development

Improving Child Help-Seeking by Understanding 
Caregivers’ Views of Mental Disorders: A Pilot Study
This pilot study examines caregivers’ perspective of children’s 
behavioral problems, especially potential difference by race or 
ethnicity.

 � To understand  whether African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers make distinctions between youth 
behavior that reflects a normal reaction to a harsh social 
context from that which is pathological, as specified in 
DSM guidelines.

 � To determine whether African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers make the same judgments about youth 
behavior and choices of treatment, given identical behavioral 
information.

 � To investigate what characteristics of caregivers are 
associated with caregivers’ judgments about youth behavior, 
stigma, and choices of treatment.

 � Gain insight into African-American, 
White, and Hispanic caregivers’ 
perspectives on mental health 
problems and treatment of youth.

 � Identify factors associated with 
African-American, White, and 
Hispanic caregivers’ judgments 
about youth behavior stigma, and 
treatment preferences. 

 � Identify important variations in 
cognitive-processing and decision-
making that may provide new 
information to program planners 
and clinicians regarding family 
engagement processes, and barriers 
to mental health care.

 � IRB approval from two (2) universities.
 � Data collection initiated.

New Mary Armstrong
miarmstr@usf.edu

II   Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation

Institute for Translational Research in Adolescent 
Behavioral Health
Funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, this is an 
innovative, state-of-the-art research education program that 
teaches the practical skills of translational and implementation 
science in the field of adolescent behavioral health. Institute 
scholars work with community partners, academic mentors and 
national mentors to advance the field of translational science 
and promote evidence-based practice.

 � To provide education (through education and a graduate 
certificate) and training (through service learning research 
projects) for graduate students, community professionals, 
and other students in behavioral health services.

 � Prepares students for professional 
careers in behavioral health services 
and applied behavioral health 
services research agencies and 
service organizations.

 �The third cohort of 13 Institute Scholars 
completed the graduate certificate program.

 � 13 Institute scholars presented their research 
outcomes at the 29th Annual Children’s Mental 
Health Research & Policy Conference.  

 � Institute Scholars assisted community partner 
agencies with community-based research projects 
centered on issues of translational research in child 
and adolescent behavioral health.

 �The fourth cohort of 12 Institute Scholars began 
the program and will present at the 30th Annual 
Children’s Mental Health Research & Policy 
Conference. 

 �The grant renewal process was begun to fund a 
further 5 years of the project.

Ongoing Bruce Lubotsky 
Levin 
levin@usf.edu

Tom Massey 
massey@usf.edu

Donna Burton 
dburton@usf.edu

Julie A. Baldwin, 
jbaldwin@health.
usf.edu

I Produce well 
educated global 
citizens.

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Project TSBA: Preparing Tiered Systems Behavior Analysts 
(TSBA) 
Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education Programs, TSBA prepares highly qualified school-
based behavior analysts to provide related services to children 
with disabilities with a focus on the provision of positive 
behavioral interventions and support and to serve in leadership 
positions in implementing the multi-tiered, system-wide 
approach to PBS.

 � Graduate 16 students with a Master’s degree in ABA, Board 
Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst (BCaBA) certification, 
PBS Certificate, and eligibility to sit for the Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst (BCBA) Certification exam.

 � Improve the quality and increase the 
number of personnel who are fully 
credentialed to serve children with 
disabilities.

 � Improve outcomes for children with 
disabilities.

 � Provided Summer Institute on universal design 
and assistive technology, Tier 1 PBS training, and 
mentorship support to Cohort 4.

 � Provided practicum experience to Cohort 4 in 
four high-need Hillsborough County elementary 
schools.

 � Cohort 3 presented at Florida ABA and APBS 
conferences.

 � Cohort 3 successfully completed the program.
 � Partnered with 6 Hillsborough elementary schools 
to provide practicum experience to Cohort 4.

 � Graduated 6 students of Cohorts 3 and 4.

Ongoing Kwang-Sun Blair 
kwangsun@usf.
edu

II Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Workforce 
Development

RSA Training Grant
Five-year, renewable federal long-term training grant to increase 
the number of highly qualified rehabilitation counselors 
available to work within the vocational rehabilitation system. 

 � Recruit a minimum of 30 scholars over the five-year period, 
with outreach to underserved groups, to increase the 
number of competent rehabilitation professionals available 
to work in the VR system.

 � Provide high quality training based on the recommendations 
of researchers and effective practices in the field to promote 
competitive, integrated employment outcomes for VR 
consumers.

 � Provide targeted training on customized employment 
strategies designed to identify the interests and talents of job 
seekers and to negotiate career placements in competitive, 
integrated settings.

 � Enhance collaborative relationships with VR, community-
based providers, employers, and other stakeholders to 
promote a more efficient, effective, and seamless system.

 � Increase in the number of highly 
qualified rehabilitation counselors 
working in public and private 
vocational rehabilitation positions.

 � Increase the use of customized 
employment strategies as required 
by the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA). 

 � Increase in the number of 
individuals with disabilities that 
achieve competitive and integrated 
employment.

 � A project advisory committee was established to 
provide guidance and oversight for the project.

 � Recruited eight scholars for spring 2016 admission 
through a competitive application process. Six 
additional scholars were been selected for fall 2016 
admission and scholarships.

 �Three new courses that align with 
recommendations from experts in the field 
as critical skills for vocational rehabilitation 
counselors have been developed, approved and 
added to the RMHC curriculum. 

 � Continuous collaboration with VR and 
community agency representatives was achieved 
through our quarterly advisory committee 
meetings.

Ongoing Tammy 
Jorgensen Smith 
smithtj@usf.edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Supporting Students with Autism Accessing Genereal 
Education (SAAGE)
SAAGE is a three-year research grant that aims to develop 
and pilot a comprehensive evidence-based modular approach 
for implementation in schools for students with autism 
spectrum disorders. The project is a collaboration between 
USF, University of Rochester, and the May Institute. The grant 
is funded by National Center of Special Education Research 
(NCSER).

 �The research questions to be answered by the research are:
 » What expansions and refinements are needed to 

SAAGE for the development of a manualized, 
modular intervention with fidelity in authentic school 
environments?

 » What is the perceived feasibility and sustainability of 
implementing the SAAGE manualized intervention with 
fidelity in authentic school environments?

 » What is the viability of the proposed research design for 
testing the efficacy of SAAGE?

 �The SAAGE logic model identifies 
the following distal outcomes:
 » Student progress toward 

individualized goals
 » Reduction of core or associated 

features of ASD targeted by 
intervention modules

 » Increased % of school day in 
general education

 � In 2015-2016, multiple focus groups were 
conducted to gather input on the SAAGE model 
and use the input to refine the model.

 � A conceptual manuscript of the SAAGE model 
has been submitted for peer review.

 �The SAAGE modules and decision making 
processes were developed.

Ongoing Rose Iovannone 
iovannone@usf.
edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation
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Project Goals Long Term Impact Accomplishments Status Contact USF Goals

Workforce 
Development

RSA Training Grant
Five-year, renewable federal long-term training grant to increase 
the number of highly qualified rehabilitation counselors 
available to work within the vocational rehabilitation system. 

 � Recruit a minimum of 30 scholars over the five-year period, 
with outreach to underserved groups, to increase the 
number of competent rehabilitation professionals available 
to work in the VR system.

 � Provide high quality training based on the recommendations 
of researchers and effective practices in the field to promote 
competitive, integrated employment outcomes for VR 
consumers.

 � Provide targeted training on customized employment 
strategies designed to identify the interests and talents of job 
seekers and to negotiate career placements in competitive, 
integrated settings.

 � Enhance collaborative relationships with VR, community-
based providers, employers, and other stakeholders to 
promote a more efficient, effective, and seamless system.

 � Increase in the number of highly 
qualified rehabilitation counselors 
working in public and private 
vocational rehabilitation positions.

 � Increase the use of customized 
employment strategies as required 
by the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA). 

 � Increase in the number of 
individuals with disabilities that 
achieve competitive and integrated 
employment.

 � A project advisory committee was established to 
provide guidance and oversight for the project.

 � Recruited eight scholars for spring 2016 admission 
through a competitive application process. Six 
additional scholars were been selected for fall 2016 
admission and scholarships.

 �Three new courses that align with 
recommendations from experts in the field 
as critical skills for vocational rehabilitation 
counselors have been developed, approved and 
added to the RMHC curriculum. 

 � Continuous collaboration with VR and 
community agency representatives was achieved 
through our quarterly advisory committee 
meetings.

Ongoing Tammy 
Jorgensen Smith 
smithtj@usf.edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation.

Supporting Students with Autism Accessing Genereal 
Education (SAAGE)
SAAGE is a three-year research grant that aims to develop 
and pilot a comprehensive evidence-based modular approach 
for implementation in schools for students with autism 
spectrum disorders. The project is a collaboration between 
USF, University of Rochester, and the May Institute. The grant 
is funded by National Center of Special Education Research 
(NCSER).

 �The research questions to be answered by the research are:
 » What expansions and refinements are needed to 

SAAGE for the development of a manualized, 
modular intervention with fidelity in authentic school 
environments?

 » What is the perceived feasibility and sustainability of 
implementing the SAAGE manualized intervention with 
fidelity in authentic school environments?

 » What is the viability of the proposed research design for 
testing the efficacy of SAAGE?

 �The SAAGE logic model identifies 
the following distal outcomes:
 » Student progress toward 

individualized goals
 » Reduction of core or associated 

features of ASD targeted by 
intervention modules

 » Increased % of school day in 
general education

 � In 2015-2016, multiple focus groups were 
conducted to gather input on the SAAGE model 
and use the input to refine the model.

 � A conceptual manuscript of the SAAGE model 
has been submitted for peer review.

 �The SAAGE modules and decision making 
processes were developed.

Ongoing Rose Iovannone 
iovannone@usf.
edu

II  Change lives 
for the better 
through high-
impact research 
and innovation



50   CFS Impact 2016 Department of Child & Family Studies

IMPACT Activities (July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016)
Books 
Dunlap, G., Strain, P.S., Lee, J.K., Joseph, J. D., Vatland, C., & Fox, L. (in 

press). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce for families: A model of individualized 
positive behavior support for home and community. Baltimore: Paul H. 
Brookes.

Miltenberger, R.G. (2016). Behavior modification: Principles and procedures 
(6th Ed.). Boston, MA: Cengage.

Miltenberger, R.G. (2016). Instructor’s manual with test bank for 
Miltenberger’s Behavior modification: Principles and procedures (6th Ed.). 
Boston, MA: Cengage.

Book Chapters
Chiriboga, D.A., & Hernandez, M. (2015). Multicultural competence in 

geropsychology. In P.A. Lichtenberg, B.T. Mast, B.D. Carpenter, & J. 
Loebach Wetherell (Eds.), APA handbook of clinical geropsychology, Vol 
1: History and status of the field and perspectives on aging, (pp.379-419). 
Washington, D.C., US: American Psychological Association. 

Cho, S., & Blair, K.C. (2015). The model minority and creating system-
wide supports for underserved Asian American students. In C. Hudley 
(Ed.), Adolescent identity and schooling, (pp. 67-80). New York, NY: 
Taylor & Francis.

Ferro, J., & Umbreit, J. (2015). Punishment. In G. Scarlett (Ed.). The sage 
encyclopedia of classroom management (pp. 622-626). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications Inc. 

Fox, L., Smith, B.J., & Law, D.P. (in press). How do we scale-up multi-tiered 
systems of support? In J. Carta and R.M. Young (Eds.), Guide for 
response to intervention in early education. Baltimore: Paul H.Brookes.

Hemmeter, M.L., Fox, L., & Hardy, J. (2016). Supporting the 
implementation of tiered models of behavior support in early 
childhood settings.  In B. Reichow, B.A. Boyd, E.E. Barton, & S.L. 
Odom (Eds.), Handbook of early childhood special education (pp. 247-
265). New York: Springer Publishing.

Hemmeter, M.L., Fox, L., Strain, P., Hardy, J. K., & Joseph, J. (in press). 
How do we design and implement tier 2 instructional supports to 
promote social emotional outcomes and prevent challenging behaviors? 
In J. Carta and R.M. Young (Eds.), Guide for response to intervention in 
early education.  Baltimore: Paul H.Brookes.

Iovannone, R.. & Briesch, A. (2016). Uses of DBR in individual 
interventions. In S. Chafouleas, T.C. Riley-Tillman, & T. Christ (Eds.), 
Direct Behavior Rating (DBR): linking assessment, communication, and 
interventions (pp. 165-188). New York: Guilford.

Kearns, W.D., & Fozard, J.L. (2015). Dementia, smart houses and RFID-
based technologies. In J. van Hoof, E. Wouters, & G. Demeris 
(Eds.), Handbook of Smart Homes, Health Care and Well-being 
(pp. 1-8). Geneva, Switzerland: Springer International Publishing. 
doi:10.1007/978-3-319-01904-8_50-1

Miltenberger, R., Sanchez, S., & Valbuena, D. (2015). Teaching safety skills 
to children. In H. Roane, J. Ringdahl, & T. Falcomata (Eds.), Clinical 
and organizational applications of applied behavior analysis (pp. 477-
499). London, UK: Elsevier.

Miltenberger, R., Miller, B., & Zerger, H. (2016). Applied behavior analysis. 
In C.M. Nezu & A.M. Nezu (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of cognitive 
and behavioral therapies (pp. 79-95). New York: Oxford University 
Press.

Miltenberger, R., & Spieler, C. (2016). Body-focused repetitive behaviors. In 
J. Luiselli (Ed.), Behavioral health promotion and intervention for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (pp. 117-136). New York: 
Springer.

Miltenberger, R., Bloom, S., Sanchez, S., & Valbuena, D. (2016). Functional 
assessment. In N. Singh (Ed.), Clinical handbook of evidence-based 
practices for persons with intellectual disabilities (pp. 69-97). New York: 
Springer.

Perkins, E. A. (2016). Quality of life outcomes of aging adults with autism 
and their families. In S.D. Wright (Ed), The challenge and promise of 
autism spectrum disorders in mid and later life (pp. 397-406). London, 
UK: Jessica Kingsley.

Perkins, E. A., & Hewitt, A. (2016). Coping with caregiver stress. In I.L. 
Rubin, J. Merrick, D.E. Greydanus, & D.R. Patel, (Eds.), Health care 
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities across the lifespan 
(pp. 2165-2183). New York: Springer International Publishing.

Samaha, A. L., Bloom, S. E., & Koehler, L. J. (2016). Preference assessment 
for clinical decision making. In N.N. Singh (Ed.), Clinical handbook of 
evidence-based practices in intellectual and developmental disabilities (pp. 
99-122). New York: Springer.

Suldo, S.M. & Romer, N. (2016). Integrating positive psychology in multi-
tiered systems of support. In S.M. Suldo, Promoting student happiness: 
Positive psychology interventions in schools (pp.146-159). New York: 
Guildford.

Totura, C. M. W., & MacKinnon-Lewis, C. (2015). Bullying in middle 
school: What does it look like, why does it happen, and who does it 
hurt? In M. Paludi (Ed.), Bullies in the workplace: Seeing and stopping 
adults who abuse their co-workers and employees. Santa Barbara, CA: 
ABC-CLIO.

Umbreit, J., & Ferro, J. (2015). Reinforcement. In G. Scarlett (Ed.), The sage 
encyclopedia of classroom management (pp. 651-655). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications Inc. 

Magazines / Newspapers / TV / Radio 
Clark, M. (2016, June). Florida’s children have fallen behind in economic 

well-being and health. Northwest Florida Daily News. Report quoted Dr. 
Norín Dollard about Florida Kids Count Data Book. Available from 
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20160621/report-florida-children-
are-falling-behind-in-health-economic-well-being

Editorial: Marion’s kids more impoverished. [Editorial]. (2015). Ocala Star 
Banner. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on the latest Kids Count Data Book. 
Retrieved from http://www.ocala.com/opinion/20150727/editorial-
marions-kids-more-impoverished

Freeman, L. (2016, June) Florida children lose ground in well-being ranking. 
The News Press. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on latest Kids Count report. 
Retrieved from http://www.news-press.com/story/news/2016/06/21/
kid-count-well-being-health-education-rankings-florida/86146498/ 

Himmelman, J. (2015, December). Four bodies in Elmhurst. New York Times 
Magazine. Dr. Donna Cohen quoted. Available from https://www.
nytimes.com/2015/12/06/magazine/four-bodies-in-elmhurst.html?_r=0

Johnson, J. (2016, February). Petaluma couple’s violent deaths a sharp 
contrast with long, loving relationship. Press Democrat. Dr. 
Donna Cohen and her research cited. Available from http://www.
pressdemocrat.com/news/5149688-181/petaluma-couples-violent-
deaths-a?artslide=0

Kids Count: Florida child poverty numbers haven’t budgeted. (2016, June). 
Florida’s 5, WUFT-TV. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on latest Kids Count 
report. Retrieved from http://www.wuft.org/news/2016/06/21/kids-
count-florida-child-poverty-numbers-havent-budged/
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Kusturakatie, K. (2015, October). Murder-suicide among elderly driven 

by illness, depression. Daytona Beach News-Journal. Dr. Donna 
Cohen quoted. Available from http://www.news-journalonline.com/
news/20151011/murder-suicides-among-elderly-driven-by-illness-
depression

Lu, S. (2015). Invisible caregivers (APA Interview, Dr. Donna Cohen’s study 
cited). APA Monitor, September, 46(8), 36-38. Available from http://
www.apa.org/monitor/2015/09/caregivers.aspx

Masters, K. (2016, April 12). The NRA says ‘Eddie Eagle,’ not new laws, is 
the way to keep curious kids away from unsecured guns. Trace (online). 
Raymond Miltenberger quoted about safety skills research. Available 
from https://www.thetrace.org/2016/04/nra-eddie-eagle-child-gun-
safety-program-ineffective/

Miller, D.  (2016, June). Kids Count: Florida child poverty numbers haven’t 
budged. WUSF Public Media. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on latest 
Kids Count report. Retrieved from http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/
kids-count-florida-child-poverty-numbers-havent-budged#stream/0. 
This story is also available on three other national public radio websites: 
http://www.wuft.org/news/2016/06/21/kids-count-florida-child-
poverty-numbers-havent-budged/, http://wlrn.org/post/kids-count-
florida-child-poverty-numbers-havent-budged, http://www.floridatrend.
com/print/article/20172

Miltenberger, R. G. (2015, July). Dateline NBC: My kid would never do 
that. One hour special featuring the safety skills research of Raymond 
Miltenberger. Available from http://www.nbcnews.com/dateline/video/
my-kid-would-never-do-that--gun-safety-472914499953

Miltenberger, R. G. (2016, March). How to keep kids safe from guns. TEDx 
presentation. Boca Raton, FL. Available from https://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=FDOR6SEoelo

Perez, E. N. (2016, June). Florida desciende en clasificación de bienestar 
infantil. El Nuevo Herald. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted about latest Kids 
Count Data Book. Available from http://www.elnuevoherald.com/
noticias/sur-de-la-florida/article85069067.html

Potter, S. (2015, July). Florida 37th in overall child well-being. Public News 
Service. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on the latest Kids Count Data 
Book. Retrieved from http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2015-07-21/
childrens-issues/report-florida-37th-in-overall-child-well-being/a47284-
1 

Rivers, B. (2016, June). Kids Count says Florida falls in overall child well-
being. WNDB Daytona’s Morning News. Norín Dollard quoted on Kids 
Count Data Center. Available from http://www.newsdaytonabeach.
com/wndb-news/florida-falls-in-overall-child-well-being/

Robinson, K. (2016, April). Florida 3rd parental incarceration. Pensacola 
News Journal. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on latest Kids Count report. 
Retrieved from http://www.pnj.com/story/news/2016/04/26/study-fla-
3rd-parental-incarceration/83545776/ 

Santich, K. (2015, July). Despite economic recovery, number of Florida 
children in poverty continues to rise. Orlando Sentinel. Dr. Norín 
Dollard quoted on the latest Kids Count Data Book. Retrieved from 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/ 

Scotece, T.,  LeBlanc, A., & Roggenbaum, S. (2016, January). Funeral staff 
as first responders: Helping families & friends when a loved one has 
died by suicide. ICCFA (International Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral 
Association) Magazine. 50-56. Available from http://www.scribd.com/
doc/295118686/ICCFA-Magazine-January-2016 

Swirko, C. (2016, June). After nearly 59 years of marriage, Joe and Jean 
Subers die together. Gainesville Sun. Dr. Donna Cohen quoted on 
elderly murder-suicide. Available from http://www.gainesville.com/
news/20160605/after-nearly-59-years-of-marriage-joe-and-jean-subers-
die-together 

Watts, L.  (2015, July). Kids Count: health measures improve in FL. WUSF 
Public Media. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on latest Kids Count report. 
Retrieved from http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/kids-count-health-
measures-improve-fl#stream/0

Watts, L. (2015, July). FL 37th in Kids Count. WGCU News. Dr. Norín 
Dollard quoted on the latest Kids Count Data Book. Retrieved from 
http://news.wgcu.org/post/fl-37th-kids-count 

Watts, L. (2015, July). Kids Count: Economy hurts FL children. Health News 
Florida: Journalism for a Healthy State. Dr. Norín Dollard quoted on the 
latest Kids Count report. Retrieved from http://health.wusf.usf.edu/
post/kids-count-economy-hurts-fl-children#stream/0 

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles 
Alfonso, M.L., Corvin, J., Loi, C.A., Chan, I., Tyson, D.M., Callejas, L.M., 

. . . Gonzales, A. J. (2016). Latinos’ views of co-morbid chronic disease 
and minor depression. Journal of Behavioral Health, 5, 1-6. doi:10.5455/
jbh.20151014051233

Barnett, M.L., Davis, E.M., Callejas, L.M., White, J.V., Acevedo-
Polakovich, I.D., Niec, L.N., & Jent, J.F. (2016). The development 
and evaluation of a natural helpers’ training program to increase the 
engagement of urban, Hispanic families in Parent-Child Interaction 
Therapy. Children and Youth Services Review, 65, 17-25. doi:10.1016/j.
childyouth.2016.03.016 

BenitezSantiago, A., & Miltenberger, R. (2016). Using video feedback to 
improve martial arts performance. Behavioral Interventions, 31, 12-27.

Bailey, K., & Blair, K.C. (2015). Feasibility and potential efficacy of the 
family-centered Prevent-Teach-Reinforce model with families of 
children with developmental disorders. Research in Developmental 
Disabilities, 47, 218-233.

Bloom, S. E., & Lambert, J. M. (2015). Implications for practice: Resurgence 
and differential reinforcement of alternative responding. Journal of 
Applied Behavior Analysis, 48(4), 781-784. doi:10.1002/jaba.266

Burton, D.L., Levin, B.L., Massey, T., Baldwin, J., & Williamson, H. 
(2016). Innovative graduate research education for advancement of 
implementation science in adolescent behavioral health. The Journal of 
Behavioral Health Services & Research, 43(2), 1-15.

Burton, D.L., Massey, T.O., Levin, B.L., Baldwin, J., & Williamson, H. 
(2015). Transforming research education for translational science and 
implementation of evidence-based practices. Implementation Science, 
10(Suppl 1), A36.

Castillo, H.L., Rivers, T., Randall, C., Gaughan, K., Ojanen, T., Massey, 
O.T., & Burton, D. (2015). Placing evidence-based interventions at the 
fingertips of school social workers. Journal of Behavioral Health Services 
and Research. Advance online publication. doi:10.1007/s11414-015-
9493-4 

Chan, P., Crosland, K.A., & Fogel, V. (2016). Making a splash: Eliminating 
water phobia and increasing confident water skills. Behavior 
Interventions, 31, 163-179. 

Childs, K.E., Kincaid, D., George, H.P., & Gage, N. (2016). The relationship 
between school-wide and classroom implementation of positive 
behavior interventions and supports and student discipline outcomes. 
Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, 18(2), 89-99. 
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Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., Smith, T.J., Ehlke, S., Stergiou-Kita, Quichocho, 
D., & Dixon, C.G. (2015). Exploring the vocational evaluation process 
following traumatic brain injury. Behavioural Neurology, 2015(924027), 
1-11. doi:10.1155/2015/924027

Downs, H., Miltenberger, R., Biedronski, J., & Witherspoon, L. (2015). The 
effects of video self-evaluation on skill acquisition with yoga postures. 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 48, 930-935.

Ek, K., Miltenberger, R., & Valbuena, D. (2016). Promoting physical activity 
among school-age children using pedometers and rewards. Behavior 
Analysis: Research and Practice, 16, 41-46.

Elfner-Childs, K., Kincaid, D., Peshak-George, H., & Gage, N. (2016). 
The relationship between school-wide and classroom implementation 
of positive behavior interventions and supports and student discipline 
outcomes. Journal of Positive Behavioral Interventions, 18, 89-99. 
doi:1177/10983007/5590398 

Ennis, C., Blair, K.C., & George, H.P. (2016). An evaluation of group 
contingency interventions: The role of teacher preference. Journal of 
Positive Behavior Interventions, 18, 17-28.

Evans, M., Bruns, E., Armstrong, M., Hodges, S., & Hernandez, M. (Eds.). 
(2016). New frontiers in building mental, emotional, and behavioral 
health for children and youth. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 86, 
103-108. doi:10.1037/ort0000154

Greene, J., Cohen, D., Toyinbo, P., & Siskowski, C. (2016). The relationship 
of family caregiving to the mental health of young adults ages 18-
24. Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research. Advance online 
publication. doi:10.1007/s11414-016-9526-7

Green, A.L., Kutash, K., & Duchnowski, A.J. (2016). Strain in caregivers 
of students with emotional and behavioral disorders receiving school-
based services. School Mental Health. Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1007/s12310016-9193-0

Harriage, B., Blair, K.C., & Miltenberger, R. (2016). An evaluation of a 
parent implemented in situ pedestrian safety skills for individuals with 
autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 46, 2017-2027. 

Hemmeter, M.L., Snyder, P.A., Fox, L., & Algina, J. (2016). Evaluating the 
implementation of the Pyramid Model for promoting social-emotional 
competence in early childhood classrooms. Topics in Early Childhood 
Special Education, 36, 133-146.

Jang, Y., Kim, K., Park, N.S., & Chiriboga, D.A (2016). Emotional 
confidants in ethnic communities: Social network analysis of Korean 
American older adults. Journal of Aging and Health, 28(2), 324−340.

Jang, Y., Park, N.S., Chiriboga, D.A., Yoon, H., An, S., & Kim, M.T. 
(2015). Social capital in ethnic communities and mental health: A 
study of older Korean Immigrants. Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology, 
30(2),131–141. doi:10.1007/s10823-015-9258-9

Jang, Y., Park, N.S., Chiriboga, D.A., Yoon, H., Ko, J., Lee, J., & 
Kim, M.T. (2016). Risk factors for social isolation in older 
Korean Americans. Journal of Aging and Health, 28(1), 3-18. 
doi:10.1177/0898264315584578

Jang, Y., Park, N.S., Yoon, H., Ko, J.E., Jung, H., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2016). 
Mental health literacy in religious leaders: A qualitative study of Korean 
American clergy. Health & Social Care in the Community. Advanced 
online publication. doi:10.1111/hsc.12316

Jang, Y., Yoon, H., Park, N.S., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2016). The health 
vulnerability of immigrants with limited English proficiency: A study 
of older Korean Americans. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, 
64(7), 1498–1502.

Jeffries, T., Crosland, K., & Miltenberger, R. (2016). Evaluating a tablet 
application and differential reinforcement to increase eye contact in 
children diagnosed with autism. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 49, 
182-187.

Johnson, M.H., Walters, M.G., & Armstrong, M.I. (2015). It takes a village: 
Using a community-defined practice approach to develop a tribal in-
home services model for Alaska Native families. Journal of Public Child 
Welfare, 9(5), 487-505.  

Kavanaugh, M., Stamatopoulos, V., Cohen, D., & Zhang, L. (2016). 
Unacknowledged caregivers: A scoping review of research on caregiving 
youth in the United States, Adolescence Research Review, 1(1), 29-49. 
doi:10.1007/s40894-015-0015-7 

Kelley, H., & Miltenberger, R. (2016). Using video feedback to improve 
horseback riding skills. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 49, 138-
147.

Kearns, W.D., Scott, S., Fozard, J.L., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., & Jasiewicz, 
J. M. (2016). Decreased movement path tortuosity is associated with 
improved functional status in patients with traumatic brain injury. 
Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation, 31(1), E13-E19. doi:10.1097/
htr.0000000000000125

Kearns, W.D., Fozard, J.L., Ray, R.D., Scott, S., Jasiewicz, J M., Craighead, 
J.D., & Pagano, C.V. (2016). Movement path tortuosity predicts 
compliance with therapeutic behavioral prompts in patients with 
traumatic brain injury. Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation, 31(1), 
E20-E27. doi:10.1097/htr.0000000000000126

Kearns, W., Fozard, J., & Nams, V. (2016). Movement path tortuosity in 
free ambulation: Relationships to age and brain disease. IEEE Journal 
of Biomedical and Health Informatics, Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1109/jbhi.2016.2517332

Kearns, W.D., & Fozard, J.L. (2016). Evaluating new gerontechnologies: 
Proof of concept is necessary, but not sufficient. Gerontechnology, 14(3), 
139-145. doi:10.4017/gt.2016.14.3.007.00

Kincaid, D., Dunlap, G., Kern, L., Lane, K.L., Bambara, L.M., Brown, F, 
Fox, L., & Knoster, T.P. (2016). Positive behavior support: A proposal 
for updating and refining the definition. Journal of Positive Behavior 
Interventions, 18, 69-73. doi:10.1177/1098300715604826 

Kulikowski, L.L., Blair, K.C., Iovannone, R., & Crosland, K. (2015). 
An evaluation of the Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR) model in a 
community preschool classroom. Journal of Behavior Analysis and 
Support. 2, 1-22.

Lambert, J.M., Bloom, S.E., Samaha, A.L.,Dayton, E., & Rodewald, A. 
(2015). Serial alternative response training as intervention for target 
response resurgence. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 48(4), 765-
780. doi:10.1002/jaba.253

Lewin, A.B., Dollard, N., Murrin, M.R., & Murphy, T.K. (2016). Healthcare 
utilization among youth with Tourette’s Disorder. Journal of the 
American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 55(10), S305. 
doi:10.1016/j.jaac.2016.07.293

Lindsey, E.W., MacKinnon-Lewis, C., Frabutt, J.M., & Chambers, J.C. 
(2015). Cognitive attributions and emotional expectancies predict 
emotions in mother-adolescent interactions. Journal of Early Adolescence, 
35, 484-510.

MacKinnon-Lewis, C., Lindsey, E.W., Frabutt, J.M., & Chambers, J.C. 
(2014). Mother-adolescent conflict in African American and European 
American families: The role of corporal punishment, adolescent 
aggression, and adolescents’ hostile attributions of mothers’ intent. 
Journal of Adolescence, 37, 851-861.
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Mancuso, C., & Miltenberger, R. (2016). Using habit reversal to decrease 
filled pauses in public speaking. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 49, 
188-192.

March, A.L., Castillo, J.M., Batsche, G.M., & Kincaid, D. (2016). 
Relationship between systems coaching and problem-solving 
implementation fidelity in a response to intervention model. Journal of 
Applied School Psychology, 32(2), 147-177. doi:10.1080/15377903.201
6.1165326 

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Ko, J.E., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2016). Factors affecting 
willingness to use hospice in racially and ethnically diverse older men 
and women. American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine, 33(8), 
770-776.

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Lee, B.S., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2015). The relationship 
between perceived neighborhood environment and depressive 
symptoms in older Korean Americans: Do chronic disease and 
functional disability modify it? Asian American Journal of Psychology, 
6(2), 174-180. doi:10.1037/aap0000017

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Lee, B.S., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2015). The relation 
between living alone and depressive symptoms in older Korean 
Americans: Do feelings of loneliness mediate? Aging and Mental Health. 
Advance online publication. doi:10.1080/13607863.2015.1099035 

Sawyer, M., Crosland, K., Miltenberger, R., & Rone, A. (2015). Using 
behavioral skills training to promote the generalization of parenting 
skills to problematic routines. Child and Family Behavior Therapy, 37, 
261-284. doi:10.1080/07317107.2015.1071971

Sanchez, S., Miltenberger, R., Kincaid, D., & Blair, K. (2015). Evaluating 
check-in check-out with peer tutors for children with attention 
maintained problem behaviors. Child and Family Behavior Therapy, 37, 
285-302.

Skelton, E., Crosland, K.A., & Clark, H.B. (2016). Acquisition of a social 
problem solving method by caregivers in the foster care system: 
Evaluation and implications. Child and Family Behavior Therapy, 38, 
32-46. 

Slattery, L., Crosland, K.A., & Iovannone, R. (2016). An evaluation of self-
management to increase on-task behavior with individuals diagnosed 
with Attention-Deficit/ Hyperactive Disorder. Journal of Positive 
Behavior Interventions, 18, 168-179. doi:10.1177/1098300715588282

Smith, T.J., & Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J. (2016). Gauging the impact of 
discovery on the self-determination of students with developmental 
disabilities. American International Journal of Contemporary Research, 
6(3), 1-9.

Smith, T.J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., & Kenney, R.M. (2016). 
Implementation of customized employment provisions of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act in vocational rehabilitation 
systems. Journal of Disability Policy Studies. Advance online publication. 
doi:10.1177/1044207316644412

Smith, T.J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., & Kenney, C. (2015). Integrating 
customized employment practices within the vocational rehabilitation 
system. Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 42(3), 201-208. 
doi:10.3233/JVR-150740

Swanke, J.R., Strozier, A., Armstrong, M.I., & Yampolskaya, S. (2016). 
Mental health service utilization and time to care: A comparison 
of children in traditional foster care and children in kinship care. 
Children and Youth Services Review, 68, 154-158. doi:10.1016/j.
childyouth.2016.06.029

Umbreit, J., & Ferro, J. (2015). Function-based intervention: 
Accomplishments and future directions. Remedial and Special Education, 
36(2), 89-93. 

Williamson, H.J., Perkins, E.A., Fitzgerald, M., Acosta, A., Agrawal, J.K., & 
Massey, O.T. (2016). Family caregivers of individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities: Experiences with Medicaid managed 
care long-term services and supports in the United States. Journal of 
Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 13, 287-296. doi:10.1111/
jppi.12198View

Yampolskaya, S., & Mowery, D. (In press). Profiles of youth in therapeutic 
group care: Associations with involuntary psychiatric examinations and 
readmissions. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 

Yampolskaya, S. (In press). Administrative data and behavioral sciences 
research. Families in Society.

Yampolskaya, S., Armstrong, M.I., Strozier, A., & Swanke, J. (In press). Can 
the actions of child welfare case managers predict case outcomes? Child 
Abuse & Neglect.

Yampolskaya, S., Greenbaum, P.E., Brown C.H., & Armstrong M.I. 
(2015). Heterogeneity in trajectories of child maltreatment severity: 
A two-part growth mixture model. Violence and Victims, 30, 916-932. 
doi:10.1891/0886-6708.VV-D-13-00114

Yampolskaya, S., Sharrock, P.J., Clark, C., & Hanson, A. (In press). 
Utilization of mental health services and mental health status among 
children placed in out-of-home care: A parallel process latent growth 
modeling approach. Child Psychiatry and Human Development.

Young, B.R., Williamson, H.J., Burton, D.L., Massey, O.T., Levin, B.L., 
& Baldwin, J.A. (2015). Challenges and benefits in designing and 
implementing a team-based research mentorship experience in 
translational research. Pedagogy in Health Promotion, 1(4), 233-246.

Conference Presentations 

Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations
Armstrong, M., McGrath, K., Dollard, N., & Robst, J. (2015). Outcomes 

of a treatment foster care pilot for youth with complex multi-system needs. 
Paper presented at the Meeting of the Research & Policy Conference on 
Child, Adolescent and Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

McGrath, K., Armstrong, M., Dollard, N., & Johnson, M. (2015). Utilizing 
TFC and in-home services to meet the needs of commercially sexually 
exploited youth. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

 Abreu, A., Miltenberger, R., & Quinn, M. (2015, October). Using auditory 
feedback to increase dance skills for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Paper presented at the Annual Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Abraham, S., Miltenberger, R., & Valbuena, D. (2015, October). Using 
self-monitoring and goal setting to increase swimming in adults. Paper 
presented at the Annual Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Altman, L., & Blair, K.C. (2015, October). Using acoustical feedback to 
improve student behavior during transitions within classroom. In K.C. 
Blair (Chair), Academic and behavior interventions in the elementary 
school classroom. Symposium conducted at the 35th Annual Meeting of 
the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis (FABA), Daytona Beach, 
FL.

Anestin, M., & Blair, K.C. (2015, October). Using video self-modeling to 
improve reading fluency in at-risk students. In K.C. Blair (Chair), 
Academic and behavior interventions in the elementary school classroom. 
Symposium conducted at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis (FABA), Daytona Beach, FL.

IMPACT  Activities (continued)
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Barclay, C., Castillo, J., Dedrick, R., Raffaele-Mendez, L., & Kincaid, 
D. (2016, March). Investigating SW-PBIS and equitable discipline: 
Relationships between implementation and referral categories. Poster 
presentation for the Association for Positive Behavior Support, San 
Francisco, CA.

Barnes, S., Iovannone, R., Blair, K., & Crosland, K. (2015, September). An 
evaluation of the Prevent-Teach-Reinforce Model within a multi-tiered 
intervention system. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Binder, D., & Fox, L. (2016, March). Getting preschool classrooms on board 
with SW-PBIS. Paper presented at the 13th International Conference on 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Bishop, C., Hardy, J., Grifenhagen, J., Hemmeter, M.L., Snyder, P., & Fox, 
L. (2015, October). Unpacking coaching, key components and strategies. 
Poster presented at the 31st Annual International Conference on Young 
Children with Special Needs and their Families, Atlanta, GA.

Blair, K.C., & Sanquino, D. (2015, October). Using contingency mapping to 
decrease problem behavior and increase social communicative behavior 
in children with autism. In K.C. Blair (Chair), Academic and behavior 
interventions in the elementary school classroom. Symposium conducted 
at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior 
Analysis (FABA), Daytona Beach, FL.

Blair, K. C., & Yoo, S. (2016, March). Functional communication training for 
children with autism spectrum disorders and challenging behavior. Paper 
presented at the 12th Annual Meeting of the Association for Positive 
Behavior Support (APBS). San Francisco, CA.

Bloom, S.E. (2015, October). Discussant. In T. Vollmer (Chair), Applied 
behavior analysis and autism research. Symposium presented at the 
Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Daytona, FL.

Bloom, S.E., Campos, C., Castillo, G., Valbuena, D., Sanchez, S., & Garcia, 
A.R. (2016, May). La lengua del oyente: Some effects of listener 
language on dual language learners’ verbal behavior. In C.J. Casey 
(Chair), Effects of home language on responding: Advances in research 
with English language learners. Symposium paper presented at the 42nd 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis International, 
Chicago, IL. 

Boothroyd, R., Armstrong, M.I., & McDonald, K. (2016, February). Towards 
integrated health care: Implementation and evaluation of Florida’s Medicaid 
Managed Medical Assistance (MMA) Program. Presented at the Southeast 
Evaluation Association 2016 Annual Workshop, Tallahassee, FL.

Brinson, D., & Joseph, R. (2016, March). A case study of HIPPY 
implementation in Tampa. Paper presented at the 29th Annual Research 
and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent and Young Adult 
Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Cameron, K., & Blair, K.C. (2016, March). Using the Teaching Tools for Young 
Children with Challenging Behavior (TTYC) for kindergartners. Paper 
presented at the 12th Annual Meeting of the Association for Positive 
Behavior Support (APBS), San Francisco, CA.

Callejas, L.M., & Yampolskaya, S. (2016, August). What works for families 
affected by substance use. Presented at Child Welfare League of America 
2016 National Conference, Advancing Excellence in Practice and Policy, 
Orange County, FL.

Cassell, E., Blair, K.C., George, H., Iovannone, R., & Crosland, K. (2016, 
March). The impact of question type on student behavior in using response 
cards: The role of teacher preference. Poster presented at the 12th Annual 
Meeting of the Association for Positive Behavior Support (APBS), San 
Francisco, CA.

Chambers, M., Roca, G., Phodes, R.L., & Yampolskaya, S. (2016, March). 
Early implementation study: Hillsborough County children’s services. Paper 
presented at the 29th Annual Research and Policy Conference  Child, 
Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Childs, K.E., Raulerson, C., Romer, N., & Suldo, S. (2016, September). 
Data-based problem solving within MTSS for complete mental health. 
Conference session presentation at the Annual Conference on 
Advancing School Mental Health, San Diego, CA.

Childs, K.E., Romer, N., Castillo, J., Stockslager, K., & Brundage, A. (2016, 
March). I am SAM: The self-assessment of multi-tiered systems of support. 
Paper presentation at the Annual International Conference on Positive 
Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Cho, S., Blair, K.C., & Kim, J. (2016, April). Attitudes of Asian families of 
young children toward mental health services. Poster presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Council for Exceptional Children, St. Louis, 
TX. 

Clarke, S., Kranik, M., & Sawyer, M. (2015, September). Coaching early 
educators for implementation fidelity: Practice-based coaching. Symposium 
presented at the 35nd Annual Meeting of the Florida Association for 
Behavior Analysis, Daytona Beach, FL.

Clarke, S., McFee, K., & Barnes, S. (2015, September). An experimental 
evaluation of positive behavior support in a community preschool program. 
Symposium presented at the 35nd Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Anaiysis, Daytona Beach, FL.

Clay, C.J., Bloom, S.E., Slocum, T.A., Samaha, A.L., & Callard, C.H. (2016, 
May). Assessing preference for home language or english praise in 
English language learners with disabilities. In C. Clay (Chair), Effects of 
home language on responding: Advances in research with english language 
learners. Symposium presented at the 42nd Annual Convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL.

Cividini-Motta, C., Moore, K., Priehs, J., Fish, L., & Ahearn, H.A. (2016 , 
May). From public to private masturbation: An assessment of redirection 
procedures. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Professional Behavior Analysts, Chicago, IL. 

Correa, L., Crosland, K., Weil, T., & Miltenberger, R.G. (2016, May). 
Acquisition and generalization of tacts across stimulus modes in children 
diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Paper presented at the Annual 
Association for Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, 
IL.

Corso, R., Fox, L., Hemmeter, M.L., Smith, B.J., & Allen, R. (2015, 
October). Reduce child expulsion and promote social emotional outcomes: 
Implementing and scaling up the Pyramid Model. Paper presented at the 
31st Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special 
Needs and their Families, Atlanta, GA.

Crosland, K. (2015, September). (Discussant). Using coaching and diverse 
implementation supports to enhance intervention fidelity with teaching 
professionals. Symposium presented at the Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Crosland, K., Joseph, R., Haynes, R., & Khan, N. (2015, September). 
Functional assessment and intervention for youth in foster care who run 
away. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida Association for 
Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

DaSilva, A.P., & Davis, A.D. (2016, March). Removing obstacles to effective 
school-based coaching. Poster presented at Association of Positive 
Behavior Supports (APBS) Conference, San Francisco, CA.
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Davis, C., Armstrong, M.I., Massey, T., Mayo, J., Smith, R. B., Tiedemann, 
K., & Basalik, D. (2016, March). Mental health literacy: instrument 
development and relationship to family empowerment, caregiver self-efficacy, 
and caregiver strain. Presented at the 29th Annual Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

Davis, D., Raulerson, C., & Martinez. S. (2016, March). CARED: Identifying 
a “why” disproportioanlity occurs to identify solutions. Paper presented at 
the 13th International Conference on Positive Behavior Support, San 
Francisco, CA.

DeWolfe, J., Fitzgerald M., Barbee, A., Deakins, B., Kaye, S., Armstrong, 
M.I, . . . Bright, C. (2016, January). Supporting change in child welfare: 
Evaluating the Children’s Bureau’s Training and Technical Assistance (T/
TA). Presented at the Society for Social Work and Research Conference, 
Washington, DC.

Ferro, J.B., & Wood, B.K. (2016, March). Effective tools for enhancing 
functional behavioral assessment methods in early childhood settings. Poster 
presented at the 13th International Conference on Positive Behavior 
Support, San Francisco, CA.

Fettig, A., & Fox, L. (2016, March). Achieving implementation fidelity: 
Coaching early education professionals and parents to use PBIS. Paper 
presented at the 13th International Conference on Positive Behavior 
Support, San Francisco, CA.

Fitzgerald, M., Sanclimenti, J., Armstrong, M.I., & Graef, M. (2016, 
January). Measuring implementation process and capacity across state and 
tribal child welfare projects. Presented at the 2016 Society for Social 
Work and Research Conference, Washington, DC.

Fox, L., & Peters, M. (2016, May). Peer to peer coaching for practice change. 
Paper presented at the 16th National Early Childhood Inclusion 
Institute, Chapel Hill, NC.

Fox, L., Trivette, C.M., & Binder, D.P. (2015, October). Offering our best 
to children and families:  Programwide implementation of recommended 
practices. Paper presented at the 31st Annual International Conference 
on Young Children with Special Needs and their Families, Atlanta, GA.

Fox, L., & Trivette, C.M. (2016, February). Reaching potentials through 
recommended practices: Supporting programs in implementing evidence-
based practices to promote child engagement in learning opportunities. 
Poster presentation at the Conference on Research Innovations in Early 
Intervention, San Diego, CA.

Gage, N., Childs, K., & Kincaid, D. (2016, March). Psychometric 
evaluation of implementation instruments in MTSS research and practice. 
Presentation for the Association for Positive Behavior Support, San 
Francisco, CA.

Garcia, A., Bloom, S.E., Lambert, J.M., Mottern, R.E., & Jennings, 
C.M. (2015, October). Sensitivity to parameters of positive versus 
negative reinforcement. In S. Bloom (Chair), Translational research 
on reinforcement and related phenomena. Symposium presented at the 
Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Daytona, FL.

George, H.P. (2016, March). International ignite session. Facilitated 
international presentations at the Thirteenth International Conference 
on Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

George, H.P. (2016, March). School-wide systems and training: Structured 
networking. Presentation at the Thirteenth International Conference on 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

George, H.P. (2016, March). State PBIS team ignite session. Facilitated 
state-level presentations at the Thirteenth International Conference on 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Glaesser, R.S., Park, N., & Perkins, E.A. (2016, June). Post-transition 
adjustment of brothers/sisters with a developmental disability to sibling 
co-residential care. Poster presented at the Meeting of the National 
Association of Social Workers, Washington, DC.

Gomez, L., Crosland, K., & Weil, T. (2015, September). Acquisition and 
generalization of tacts across stimulus modes in children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Green, A.L. (2015, November). Do perceptions hold the key to our 
understanding of caregiver strain? Paper presented at the School Mental 
Health Research Summit, New Orleans, LA.

Greenwald, A., Soracco, J., Sabey, C., & Iovannone, R. (2016, March). 
Reviewing impact and perceptions of applied behavior analysis in positive 
behavior support. Paper presented at the 13th Meeting of the Association 
for Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Harriage, B., & Blair, K.C. (2015, October). An evaluation of a parent 
implemented in-situ pedestrian safety skills intervention for individuals 
with autism. Paper presented at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis (FABA), Daytona Beach, FL.

Haynes, R., & Crosland, K. (2016, May). An applied behavior analytic account 
of child abuse and neglect. Paper presented at the Annual Association for 
Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, IL.

Haynes, R., Clarke, S., & Crosland, K. (2015, September). An expansion on 
JABA authorship publication trends (1998-2014). Poster presented at the 
35nd Annual Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, 
Daytona Beach, FL.

Haynes, R., Clarke, S., & Crosland, K. (2016, May). An expansion on the 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis (JABA) authorship publication 
trends (1998-2014). Poster presented at the Annual ABAI conference, 
Chicago, IL.

Haynes, R., Crosland, K., & Dollard, N. (2015, September). Trauma 
informed care and applied behavior analysis: Making the connection. 
Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior 
Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Herrera, F., & Blair, K.C. (2016, March). The impact of a teacher-preferred 
group contingency with data-based decision making on class-wide behavior. 
Poster presented at the 12th Annual Meeting of the Association for 
Positive Behavior Support (APBS), San Francisco, CA.

Hester, S., & Bloom, S.E. (2015, October). Keeping up with the grandkids: 
Using TAGteach to train baton twirling skills to older adults. In R. 
Miltenberger (Chair), Using ABA technologies to enhance performance 
of adults of varying ages and ability levels. Symposium presented at the 
Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Daytona, FL.

Hodges, S., Nesman, T., Joseph, R., Tirotti, M., & Gilbert-Smith, T. (2015, 
October). Building upon a sense of place to develop a community-based 
wellness intervention. Poster presented at the Qualitative Health Research 
Conference, Toronto, Canada.

Hoffmann, A.N., Sellers, T.P., Halversen, H., & Bloom, S.E. (2016, May). 
Implementation of interventions for problem behavior based on the 
results of precursor functional analyses in an early childhood setting. In 
T. Sellers (Chair), Advances in applications of varied functional analysis 
methodology: Latency, precursor, and tele-health. Symposium presented 
at the 42nd Annual Meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis 
International, Chicago, IL.
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Hoffman, A., Samaha, A.L., Bloom, S.E., & Boyle, M.E. (2015, October). 
Preference and reinforcer efficacy of high-tech items: A comparison 
of item type and duration of access. In A. Samaha (Chair), Preference 
and technology in applied behavior analysis. Symposium presented at the 
Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Daytona, FL.

Hoffmann, A.N., Sellers, T.P., Halversen, H., & Bloom, S.E. (2016, 
February). Implementation of interventions for problem behavior based 
on the results of precursor functional analyses in an early childhood 
setting. In D. Shabani (Chair), Recent advances in functional analysis 
methodology. Symposium presented at the Meeting of the California 
Association for Behavior Analysis, Santa Clara, CA.

Horne, A., & Blair, K.C. (2015, October). An evaluation of electronic 
student response system in improving class-wide behavior. In K.C. Blair 
(Chair), Academic and behavior interventions in the elementary school 
classroom. Symposium conducted at the 35th Annual Meeting of the 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis (FABA), Daytona Beach, FL.

Horne, A., & Blair, K.C. (2016, May). An evaluation of an electronic 
student response system in improving class-wide behavior. In K.C. Blair 
(Chair), Instruction-based interventions to improve students’ academic and 
social behaviors. Symposium conducted at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International (ABAI), Chicago, IL.

Iovannone, R., Christiansen, K., & Romer, N. (2016, March). The FBA/
BIP Technical Adequacy Tool for Evaluation (TATE): Applications for 
improving practice. Paper presentation at the Annual International 
Conference on Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Iovannone, R., & Romer, N. (2016, February). The FBA/BIP Technical 
Adequacy Tool for Evaluation (TATE): Improving practice. Mini skills 
presentation at the Annual National Association of School Psychologist 
Convention, New Orleans, LA.

Iovannone, R. (2016, March). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce: Making an 
individualized FBA/BIP process feasible and acceptable for school 
implementation. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Association for 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Iovannone, R., & Romer, N. (2016, March). The FBA/BIP Technical Adequacy 
Tool for Evaluation (TATE): Applications for improving practice. Paper 
presented at the 13th Meeting of the Association for Positive Behavior 
Support, San Francisco, CA.

Iovannone, R., & Romer, N. (2015, November). The FBA/BIP Technical 
Adequacy Tool for Evaluation (TATE): Improving practice. Paper presented 
at the Meeting of the Florida Association for School Psychologists, 
Orlando, FL.

James, T., Miltenberger, R., & Quinn, M. (2015, October). Using auditory 
feedback to improve dance movements of children with disabilities. Paper 
presented at the Annual Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Jang, Y., Park, N.S., Chiriboga, D.A., Yoon, H., & Kim, M.T. (2016, 
January). The health vulnerability of older ethnic immigrants with limited 
English proficiency. Paper presentation at the Society for Social Work and 
Research (SSWR) 20th Annual Conference, Washington, DC.

Johnson, M.H. (2016, March). Reclaiming children, reclaiming culture: 
Mediating state and indigenous politics over Alaska Native child welfare. 
Paper presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology 76th Annual 
Meeting, Vancouver, Canada.

Johnson, M.H., McGrath, K., Armstrong, M.I., & Dollard, N. (2015, July). 
Providing a continuum of comprehensive services to meet the needs of 
commercially sexually exploited youth in child welfare: One year findings 
on program implementation and youth outcomes. Paper presented at the 
Foster Family-based Treatment Association 29th Annual Conference, 
Denver, CO.

Johnson, M.H., & Landers, M. (2015, November). Use of the CANS-CSE in 
evaluating a comprehensive treatment program for commercially sexually 
exploited youth in child welfare. Paper presented at the 11th Annual 
TCOM/CANS Conference, Seattle, WA.

Joseph, R. (2016, March). Early childhood education: Preparing low-income 
children for school using Florida Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters (HIPPY). Paper presented in symposium at the 29th Annual 
Research and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent and Young Adult 
Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Kadison, L., & Miltenberger, R. (2015, October). Using gamification to 
increase daily living routines. Paper presented at the Annual Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Kearns, W.D. (2015, November). International Society for Gerontechnology. 
Paper presented at the Meeting of the Gerontological Society of 
America, Orlando, FL.

Kearns, W.D. (2015, November). The tortuous path to TBI recovery: Mapping 
the punch-drunkard’s walk. Paper presented at the Brain Injury 
Association of America Mitchell Rosenthal Memorial Webinar, Vienna, 
VA. [sponsored by the Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation]. 

Khan, N., Miltenberger, R., & Singer, L. (2015, October). Analysis of active 
responding procedures to decrease problem behaviors in the classroom. Paper 
presented at the Annual Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Khan, N., Miltenberger, R., & Singer, L. (2016, May). Effects of response cards 
and number of teacher directed questions on classroom behavior. Paper 
presented at the Annual Association for Behavior Analysis International 
Conference, Chicago, IL.

Kincaid, D. (2016, March). Ignite session: School PBIS implementation. 
Presentation for the Association for Positive Behavior Support, San 
Francisco, CA.

Kincaid, D., & Iovannone, R. (2016, March). Tier 3 redesign: Moving from 
compliance to a results-driven system. Paper presented at the 13th Meeting 
of the Association for Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Krenz, H., Miltenberger, R., & Valbuena, D. (2016, May). Using token 
reinforcement to increase walking for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
Paper presented at the Annual Association for Behavior Analysis 
International Conference, Chicago, IL.

Kunnavatana, S.S., Bloom, S.E., Samaha, A.L., Slcoum, T., & Clay, C. (2015, 
October). Manipulating parameters of reinforcement to reduce problem 
behavior without extinction. In S. Bloom (Chair), Problem behavior: 
Prevention and treatment. Symposium presented at the Meeting of the 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Daytona, FL.

Lambert, J.M., Garcia, A., Bloom, S.E., Mottern, R., & Jennings, C.M. 
(2016, May). Human sensitivity to parametric manipulations of 
positive and negative sound reinforcement: Revisited. In A. Garcia 
(Chair), Translational research on reinforcement and related phenomena. 
Symposium presented at the 42nd Annual Convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International, Chicago, IL.

Lazear, K., Callejas, L.M., Webster-Bass, S., Booth, C., & Monsalve-Serna, 
M. (2016, March). Pecha Kucha: Structural racism and implicit bias 
in juvenile justice and mental health. 29th Annual Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

Lindsey, M. (2016, March). Preparing children for kindergarten: The impact 
of HIPPY on parent involvement and school readiness. Symposium Chair 
and presented at the 29th Annual Research and Policy Conference on 
Child, Adolescent and Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.
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Lindsey, M., Rampersad, D., & Joseph, R. (2016, March). HIPPY 
implementation in Florida. Poster presented at the 29th Annual 
Research and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent and Young Adult 
Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

McGrath, K., Armstrong, M., Dollard, N., & Johnson, M. (2015). Utilizing 
TFC and in-home services to meet the needs of commercially sexually 
exploited youth. Paper presented at the 29th Annual Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

McGrath, K., Armstrong, M., Johnson, M., Landers, M., Dollard, N., & 
Anderson, R. (2016). Meeting the needs of commercially sexually exploited 
youth. Presented at the 29th Annual Children’s Mental Health Research 
and Policy Conference, Tampa, FL.

McGrath, K., & Johnson, M.H. (2015, November). Providing a continuum of 
comprehensive services to meet the needs of commercially sexually exploited 
youth in child welfare: One year findings on program implementation 
and youth outcomes. Paper presented at the Juvenile Sex Traficking 
Conference, Washington, DC.

Martinez, S., Raulerson, C., & Davis, A.D. (2016, March). CARED: 
Identifying “why” disproportionality occurs to indentify solutions, why is 
there disproportionate discipline in your respective state, district or school 
site? Paper presented at the Association of Positive Behavior Supports 
(APBS) Conference, San Francisco, CA.

Martinez, S., Lobley, J., & Winneker, A. (2016, October). Using student voice 
in PBIS. Paper presented at the  National PBIS Leadership Forum, 
Chicago, IL.

Miller, B., Valbuena, D., Zerger, H., & Miltenberger, R. (2016, May). 
Evaluating public posting and goal setting to increase physical activity 
during school recess. Paper presented at the Annual Association for 
Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, IL.

Miltenberger, R. (2016, May). A discussion regarding methodology used in 
health psychology research: Advantages and limitations of within-subjects 
and between-groups experimental designs. Panel discussion at the Annual 
Association for Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, 
IL.

Miltenberger, R. (2015, October). (Discussant). Using ABA technologies to 
enhance performances of adults of varying ages and abilities. Symposium 
presented at the Annual Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Miltenberger, R. (2015, October). (Discussant). Recent research in ABA and 
dance. Symposium presented at the Annual Florida Association for 
Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Minch, D., & Martinez, S. (2016, September). Classroom coaching: Utilizing 
a systemic approach to supporting classroom Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS). Paper presented at the Educational Strategies and 
Student Success Institute, Orlando, FL. 

Minch, D., Martinez, S., & Winneker, A. (2016, November). Utilizing 
coaching supports to increase fidelity of classroom PBIS systems. Paper 
presented at the Florida Association of School Psychologists Annual 
Conference, Palm Harbor, FL.

Moore, J., & Crosland, K. (2015, September). Using video feedback to teach 
job interview skills to adults diagnosed with developmental disabilities. 
Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior 
Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Mowery, D. (2016, March). Florida HIPPY data results & findings FY 2014-
2015: Bracken School Readiness Assessment & Parent Involvement 
Survey. In M. Lindsey (Chair), Preparing children for kindergarten: The 
impact of HIPPY on parent involvement and school readiness. Symposium 
conducted at the 29th Annual Research & Policy Conference on Child, 
Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2016, January). Unwillingness to 
use mental health counseling and antidepressants in Korean American 
older adults: The role of beliefs and stigma about depression and stigma. 
Paper presentation, 20th Annual Society for Social Work and Research 
(SSWR) Conference, Washington, DC.

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Lee, B.S., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2015, November). The 
relationship of living alone and depressive symptoms in older Korean 
Americans: The mediating role of loneliness. Poster presentation, Annual 
Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Orlando, FL.

Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Serovitch, J., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2016, January). Profiles 
of longitudinal trajectories of depressive symptoms in HIV positive women: 
The role of family support and loneliness. Poster presentation at the Society 
for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 20th Annual Conference, 
Washington, DC.

Perkins, E.A., VanZant, S., LaMartin, K., & Romer, H. (2016, April). 
Improving communication between providers and patients with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Poster presented at the Annual  
Conference of the Developmental Disabilities Nurses Association, San 
Diego, CA.

Putman, T., Tirotti, M., Ledford, R., & Hodges, S. (October, 2015). 
Innovation Symposium. Presentation at the 9th Annual Children’s Home 
Society of Florida, Inc., Orlando, FL.

Quinn, M., Miltenberger, R., Abreu, A., & Narozanick, T. (2016, May). 
An evaluation of public posting and graphical feedback to enhance the 
performance of competitive dancers. Paper presented at the Annual 
Association for Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, 
IL.

Quinn, M., Greenberg, L., Miltenberger, R., & Narozanick, T. (2016, 
May). A descriptive analysis of dance instructor training methods. Paper 
presented at the Annual Association for Behavior Analysis International 
Conference, Chicago, IL.

Quinn, M., Miltenberger, R., James, T., & Abreu, A. (2015, October). An 
evaluation of auditory feedback for students of dance: The effects of receiving 
and giving feedback. Paper presented at the Annual Florida Association 
for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Quinn, M., Narozanick, T., Miltenberger, R., & Greenberg, L. (2016, May). 
An evaluation of the use of video modeling and video modeling with video 
feedback to enhance dance performance of competitive dancers. Paper 
presented at the Annual Association for Behavior Analysis International 
Conference, Chicago, IL.

Raulerson, C., Childs, K., Eunice, K., & Romer, N. (2016, September). 
Enriching PBIS to address complete mental health: Leadership, teaming, 
and systems coaching. Paper presented at the Annual Conference on 
Advancing School Mental Health, San Diego, CA.

Reed, L., & Dollard, N. (2016). Adolescent on parent violence: Development 
and testing of a group intervention. Poster presentation at the 29th 
Annual Research & Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young 
Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Robst, J., Armstrong, M., & Dollard, N. (2015). Out-of-home mental health 
treatment, trauma, and juvenile justice recidivism: A propensity score 
analysis. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Southern Economic 
Association, New Orleans, LA.
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Roggenbaum, S. (2016, April). Suicide prevention – Awareness and action: 
What to look for, what to do, & how to help. Presented at Psychosocial 
Aspects of Physical Therapy Practice class (PHT7402), Simultaneously 
in Tampa & via Virtual Training Course in Pensacola, FL.

Roggenbaum, S., Petracco, H., Monahan, M., & Karver, M. (2016, March). 
Campus Connect: Evaluation of a popular gatekeeper training program. 
Presented at The 49th Annual American Association of Suicdology: A 
Place for Everyone Conference, Chicago, IL.

Roggenbaum, S., Petracco, H., Monahan, M., & Karver, M. (2016, March). 
University suicide prevention: Evaluation of Campus Connect, a gatekeeper 
training program. Presented at The 29th Annual Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

Romer, N., Childs, K., & Raulerson, C. (2016, March). Integrating positive 
behavioral interventions and supports and mental health: Partnering across 
school and community. Paper presented at the Children’s Mental Health 
Research and Policy Conference, Tampa, FL.

Romer, N., Ehrhart, E.J., Polly, B., Raulerson, C., & Barclay, C. (2016, 
March). Raising a village: Integrating PBIS and mental health supports. 
Paper presentation at the Annual International Conference on Positive 
Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Romer, N., Raulerson, C., Anderson, R., & Childs, K.E. (2016, March). 
Building state capacity for integrated school mental health services. 
Paper presented at Annual Research & Policy Conference on Child, 
Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Romer, N., Raulerson, C., Ehrhart, E., Polly B., & Barclay, C. (2016, 
March). Raising a village: Integrating PBIS and mental health supports. 
Paper presented at the Association for Postive Behavior Support 
Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

Romer, N., Whitcomb, S., & Cummings, K. (2016, February). A strength-
based approach to universal screening. Poster presentation at the Annual 
National Association of School Psychologist Convention, New Orleans, 
LA.

Ronkin, E.G., McQuarrie, S.C., Weinstock, R.E., Caporino, N.E., Lindsey, 
E., & MacKinnon-Lewis, C. (2015, November). The impact of 
race/ethnicity on the association between parenting practices and child 
internalizing symptoms. Paper presented at the African American Special 
Interest Group of the 49th Annual Convention of the Association for 
Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Chicago, IL.  

Rudd, A., & Blair, K.C. (2016, March). Implementation of the Bully 
Prevention in Positive Behavior Support (BP-PBS) Program in an unban 
elementary school. Paper presented at the 12th Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Positive Behavior Support (APBS), San Francisco, CA.

Samaha, A.L. (2016, May). (Discussant). In K. Blair (Chair), Instruction-based 
interventions to improve students’ academic and social behavior. Presented 
at the 42nd Annual Meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis 
International, Chicago, IL.

Samaha, A.L. (2015, September). (Discussant). Systematic and quantitative 
analyses of published datasets in behavior analysis. In I.G. DeLeon 
(Chair), Mining published and clinical data in guide practice: Functional 
analysis, treatment preferences, and research productivity. Presented at the 
35th Annual Meeting of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis 
Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Samaha, A.L. (2015, September). (Chair). Preference and technology in applied 
behavior analysis. Symposium at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Sanchez, S., & Kincaid, D. (2016, March). Proposing a tiered approach to 
behavior assessment in schools. Poster presentation for the Association for 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Shern, D., Armstrong, M.I., Krueger, J., Evans, M., & Thomas, K.A. (2015). 

Supporting public health, productivity and well-being through collaborative 
work in mental health: A career development workshop. Workshop 
presented at the Meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Chicago, IL.

Singer, L., Vo, C., & Crosland, K. (2016, May). The evaluation of tablets 
to increase compliance and decrease problem behaviors in children with 
autism spectrum disorder. Paper presented at the Annual Association for 
Behavior Analysis International Conference, Chicago, IL.

Smith, T.J. (2015, December). Customized strategies for promoting competitive, 
integrated employment for persons with complex disabilities. Presentation at 
the National TASH Conference, Portland, OR.

Spieler, C., & Miltenberger, R. (2015, October). Using awareness training to 
decrease nervous habits in public speaking. Paper presented at the Annual 
Florida Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, 
FL.

Stannis, R., Crosland, K., & Miltenberger, R.G. (2015, September). Response 
to Bullying (RtB): Behavioral skills and in situ training for individuals 
diagnosed with intellectual disabilities. Paper presented at the Meeting 
of the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona 
Beach, FL.

Steed, E., Fox, L., & Lentini, R. (2015, October). Teamwork makes the dream 
work: Programwide positive behavior support. Paper presented at the 
31st Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special 
Needs and their Families, Atlanta, GA.

Stockslager, K., Castillo, J., Brundage, A., Childs, K.E., & Romer, N. 
(2015, October). Developing of a school-level tool to monitor MTSS 
implementation. Paper presentation at the Florida Association of School 
Psychologists Annual Conference, Orlando, FL.

Stockslager, K., Castillo, J., Brundage, A., Childs, K.E., & Romer, N. 
(2016, February). Development of a school-level tool to monitor MTSS 
implementation. Paper presentation at the Annual National Association 
of School Psychologist Convention, New Orleans, LA.

Tirotti, M., Hodges, S., & Gilbert-Smith, T. (2016, April). Statewide results: 
Trauma-informed care organizational survey 2015. Poster presented at 
the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, All Network Conference, 
National Harbor, MD.  

Tirotti, M., Hodges, S., & Gilbert-Smith, T. (2016, March). Statewide results: 
Trauma-informed care organizational survey 2015. Poster presented at the 
29th Annual Research & Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and 
Young Adult Behavioral Health Conference, Tampa, FL.

Vatland, C.H., & Dunlap, G. (2016, March). Prevent, teach, reinforce for 
families: Behavior intervention in home and community settings. Paper 
presentation at the Annual International Conference on Positive 
Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA. 

Vinh, M., & Fox, L. (2016, May). Am I making a difference? Using data to 
improve practice. Paper presented at the 16th National Early Childhood 
Inclusion Institute, Chapel Hill, NC.

Vo, H., & Crosland, K. (2015, September). The evaluation of tablets to increase 
compliance and decrease problem behaviors in children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder. Paper presented at the Meeting of the Florida 
Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Daytona Beach, FL.

Webster-Bass, S., Callejas, L., Booth, C., Serna, M., & Lazear, K. (2016, 
March). Structural racism, implicit bias, juvenile justice, and mental 
health: Where do we go from here. Workshop at the 29th Annual 
Research and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult 
Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Yampolskaya, S. (2016, March). Florida HIPPY kindergarten educational 

outcomes. Paper presented at the 29th Annual Research and Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
Tampa, FL.

Yampolskaya, S., & Callejas, L. (2016, March). The effect of parental substance 
use on child safety and permanency in Florida. Paper presented at the 29th 
Annual Research and Policy Conference on Child, Adolescent, and 
Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL.

Zerger, H., Miller, B., Valbuena, D., & Miltenberger, R. (2016, May). 
Evaluating the effects of peer competition on physical activity during school 
recess. Paper presented at the Annual Association for Behavior Analysis 
International Conference, Chicago, IL.

Invited Conference Presentations 
Armstrong, M.I. (2016, June). Interagency collaboration for youth diverted from 

juvenile justice. Presented at the Financing Effective, Community-Based 
Behavioral Healthcare Services and Supports for Youth Diverted from 
the Juvenile Justice System, Washington, DC.

Armstrong, M.I., & Cavanaugh, D. (2016, June). Setting the 
framework.  Presented at the Financing Effective, Community-Based 
Behavioral Healthcare Services and Supports for Youth Diverted from 
the Juvenile Justice System, Washington, DC.

Berkman, K. (2016, October). Self-determination, independence and 
interdependence. Invited keynote presented at the Fifth Annual Creating 
a Future for Adults with Autism Conference, Naples, FL.

Chiriboga, D.A., Park, N.S., & Molinari, V.A. (2016). The impact of 
innovative approaches for patient and caregiver. Plenary Address, 
Alzheimer’s Community Care 19th Annual Alzheimer’s Educational 
Conference, Palm Beach, FL.

Clarke, S. (2016, April). Help and hope: Combining PBS and optimism 
training for parents of young children with challenging behavior. Presented 
at The 13th National Training Institute on Effective Practices for Young 
Children with Challenging Behavior, Saint Petersburg, FL.

Ferro, J.B., & Wood, B.K. (2016, April). Efficient and effective tools to use 
in developing a behavior plan. Invited presentation at the 13th Annual 
National Training Institute on Effective Practices, St. Petersburg, FL.

Ferro, J.B., & Wood, B.K. (2016, March). Structured networking in early 
childhood. Invited presentation at the 13th International Conference on 
Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Fox, L. (2016, June). PBS at home! Helping families address challenging 
behavior at home and the community. Invited keynote presented at 
the First Asia Pacific International Conference on Positive Behavior 
Support, Taipei, Taiwan.

Fox, L. (2016, June). PBS goes to preschool: Changing the developmental 
trajectory of young children. Invited keynote presented at the First Asia 
Pacific International Conference on Positive Behavior Support, Taipei, 
Taiwan.

 Fox, L. (2016, May). What It takes: Providing high quality instruction within 
PBIS implementation. Invited keynote presented at the PAPBS Network 
Implementers Forum, Hershey, PA.

Fox, L. (2016, May). Playing and learning together: Implementing program-
wide PBIS in Early Education. Invited session presented at the PAPBS 
Network Implementers Forum, Hershey, PA.

Fox, L. (2016, March). From birth to graduation: Implementing a seamless 
system of PBIS. Invited session presented at the 13th International 
Conference on Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Fox, L. (2015, November). The impact of IDEA: Early childhood. Invited 
presentation for the IDEA Symposium of the 40th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
Washington, DC.

George, H.P. (2016, April). Building and sustaining PBIS district leadership 
teams. Invited presentation to the Special Education Services Division 
and PBIS School Climate Specialists and District Coordinators. Hosted 
by the Georgia Department of Education, Atlanta, GA.

George, H.P. (2016, June). Effective PBIS leadership teams: Understanding 
roles, responsibilities and data to guide activities. Presentation at the Texas 
Behavior Support State-Wide Pre-conference hosted by Region 4, 
Houston, TX.

 George, H.P. (2016, June). Using PBIS implementation fidelity data for 
corrective action planning. Invited presentation at the Texas Behavior 
Support State-Wide Conference hosted by Region 4, Houston, TX.

George, H.P. (2016, May). Addressing outcome goals for the whole child through 
district and state action planning for PBIS. Keynote at the Northeast 
PBIS Network Leadership Forum, Mystic, CT. 

George, H.P. (2016, May). Teaming with PBIS: Maximizing overall success. 
Keynote at the Region 19 Positive Behavior Interventions & Support 
Conference, El Paso, TX.

George, H.P. (2016, May). The fundamentals of PBIS in the classroom. Invited 
presentation at the Northeast PBIS Network Leadership Forum, Mystic, 
CT. 

George, H.P. (2016, May). Using PBIS implementation fidelity data for 
corrective action planning. Invited presentation at the Northeast PBIS 
Network Leadership Forum, Mystic, CT.

George, H.P. (2015, November). Effective leadership to support PBIS. Invited 
presentation at the 11th Annual New England Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports Forum, Norwood, MA.  

George, H.P. (2015, November). Expanding PBIS into classrooms: The 
fundamentals. Invited presentation at the 11th Annual New England 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports Forum, Norwood, MA.  

George, H.P. (2015, November). Infrastructure to support PBIS momentum. 
Keynote at the 11th Annual New England Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports Forum, Norwood, MA. 

George, H.P. (2015, November). Scaling up: Moving towards tier 2 supports. 
Invited presentation at the 11th Annual New England Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports Forum, Norwood, MA.  

George, H.P., Davis, T., & Andrews, C. (2015, October). Early childhood: 
integrating the research practices of the Pyramid Model into school-wide 
PBIS. Invited presentation at the National Forum for Implementers of 
School-wide PBIS, Chicago, IL.

George, H.P., & Lewis, T. (2016, April). School climate transformation grant 
– state education agency: District action planning. Webinar for School 
Climate Transformation Grant - SEA recipients. Hosted by the OSEP 
TA Center on PBIS and the USDOE Office of Safe and Healthy 
Students.  

George, H.P., March, A., & Christiansen, K. (2015, October). Coaching to 
fidelity and sustainability. Invited presentation at the National Forum for 
Implementers of School-wide PBIS, Chicago, IL.

George, H.P., Page, L., & Burgess, B. (2015, October). District exemplars of 
PBIS implementation. Invited presentation at the National Forum for 
Implementers of School-wide PBIS, Chicago, IL.



60   CFS Impact 2016 Department of Child & Family Studies

George, H.P., & Putnam, B. (2016, March). Building district capacity for 
Multi-Tiered Behavioral Frameworks (MTBF): What does it mean? How 
do you build it? How do you know you have it?  Webinar for School 
Climate Transformation Grant recipients. Hosted by the OSEP TA 
Center on PBIS and the USDOE Office of Safe and Healthy Students. 

George, H.P., Simonsen, B., Herschfeldt, P., & Martinez, S. (2016, June). 
School climate transformation grant – state education agency: High school 
challenges. Webinar for School Climate Transformation Grant - SEA 
recipients. Hosted by the OSEP TA Center on PBIS and the USDOE 
Office of Safe and Healthy Students.  

Iovannone, R. (2016, March). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce Model: An evidence-
based functional behavior assessment/intervention process. Invited 
workshop presented at the Meeting of the Association for Positive 
Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Iovannone, R. (2016, May). Culturally responsive school-wide positive behavior 
supports. Keynote presented at the Meeting of the British Institute of 
Learning Disabilities, Liverpool, UK.

Iovannone, R. (2016, June). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce. Webinar presented for 
the British Institute of Learning Disabilities, London, UK.

Iovannone, R., Smith, L., & Boyer, D. (2015, October). Building state or 
district capacity for evidence-based FBA/BIP processes: Prevent-Teach-
Reinforce. Invited presentation at the 2015 PBIS National Forum, 
Chicago, IL.

Joseph, R. (2016, April). Florida research and evaluation. Invited plenary 
session at the HIPPY National Conference, Orlando, FL.

Joseph, R. (2016, March). Florida HIPPY research. Invited presentation at the 
HIPPY International Meeting, Tampa, FL. 

Kern, L., Kuder, B., Lane, K., Dunlap, G., Horner, R., Jolivette, K., Kincaid, 
D., Clark, S., Knoster, T., Koegel, R., & Sugai, G. (2016, March). 
Discussion of key issues in the future direction of PBS and JPBI. Invited 
Panel Presentation for the Association for Positive Behavior Support, 
San Francisco, CA.

Kincaid, D. (2015, July). PBIS Tier 2: Exploration…or getting ready. Invited 
presentation at the Virginia PBIS Conference, Charlottesville, VA.

Kincaid, D. (2015, July). PBIS Tier 2: Installation…or getting started. Invited 
presentation at the Virginia PBIS Conference, Charlottesville, VA.

Kincaid, D. (2016, June). Tier 3 Redesign: Moving from compliance to a results-
driven system. Invited presentation at the 12th Annual Texas Behavior 
Support State Conference, Houston, TX.

Kincaid, D. (2016, June). What we have learned about coaching and systems 
change. Invited presentation at the 12th Annual Texas Behavior Support 
State Conference, Houston, TX.

Kincaid, D., & Gaunt, B. (2015, October). Integrating academic and 
behavioral systems at the district level. Invited presentation for the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Support Implementers’ Forum, Rosemont, 
IL.

Kincaid, D., & Iovannone, R. (2016, March). Supporting school districts to 
redesign tier 3 behavioral supports. Invited Panel Presentation for the 
Association for Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, CA.

Kincaid, D., & Iovannone, R. (2015, October). Multi-tiered systems of support: 
Developing a results-driven tier 3 system. Invited paper presented at the 
2015 PBIS National Forum, Chicago, IL.

Kincaid, D., Iovannone, R., Dofka, C., & Everett, J. (2015, October). Tier 
3 redesign: Moving from compliance to a results-driven system. Invited 
presentation for the Positive Behavior Interventions and Support 
Implementers’ Forum, Rosemont, IL.

IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Kincaid, D., & Sandomierski, T. (2015, October). Tier 3 systems development: 

Using data for problem-solving. Invited presentation for the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Support Implementers’ Forum, Rosemont, 
IL.

Lazear, K., & Webster-Bass, S. (2016, August). Addressing health disparities 
and promoting health equity. Invited presentation at the Innovations in 
Medicaid Managed Care for Children, Youth and Young Adults with 
Behavioral Health Challenges, Rockville, MD.

Lindsey, M. (2016, April). Program collaboration to serve children with austism 
spectrum disorder. Invited presenter at the HIPPY National Conference, 
Orlando, FL.

Martinez, S. Minch, D., Christiansen, K., Winneker, A., & MacSuga-
Gage, A. (2016). Classroom coaching: Setting up a systemic approach 
to supporting classroom PBIS. Invited session presented at the 13th  
International Conference on Positive Behavior Support, San Francisco, 
CA.

Martinez, S., Christiansen, K., Minch, D., & Winneker, D. (2016). Taking 
a walk through a classroom coaching guide. Invited session presented at 
the 13th International Conference on Positive Behavior Support, San 
Francisco, CA.

Miltenberger, R.G. (2016, March). Reactivity in staff management: Do staff 
continue to do their job when we are not watching? Invited address at the 
Quebec Association for Behavior Analysis Conference. Montreal, QC.

Miltenberger, R.G. (2016, March). Teaching safety skills to children: What 
works and what doesn’t? Invited address at the Quebec Association for 
Behavior Analysis Conference, Montreal, QC.

Miltenberger, R.G. (2016, April). Teaching safety skills to individuals with 
disabilities. Invited address at the Inaugural Meeting of the Chapters of 
the Florida Association for Behavior Analysis Conference, Orlando, FL.

Rohrer, L. (2015, November). Implementation analysis of the Magellan 
Complete Care Serious Mental Illness (SMI) Specialty plan. Invited 
presentation to the Agency for Health Care Administration, Tallahassee, 
FL.

Rohrer, L. (2015, December). Overview of wraparound initiatives across the 
U.S. Invited presentation to the College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL.   

Smith, T.J. (2016, February). Integrating the customized employment process 
into the VR system.  Keynote presented at the FCIC Virtual Employment 
Conference – Talent Actualized, Tampa, FL.

Strain, P., Fox, L., Scott, T., Miller, D., & Abell, M. (2015, July). What it 
takes: Providing high quality instruction for child and student outcomes. 
Invited session presented at the 2015 OSEP Leadership Conference,  
Washington, DC.

Vatland, C.H., & Joseph, J.D. (2016). Family-centered behavior support: 
An introduction to prevent, teach, and reinforce for families. Invited 
presentation at the National Training Institute on Effective Practices: 
Addressing Challenging Behavior, St. Petersburg, FL. 

Vatland, C. (2016). Unpacking self-determination. Invited presentation at the 
First Annual Virtual Employment Conference, Tampa, FL.  

Technical Reports 
Armstrong, M.I., Boothroyd, R.A., Rohrer, L., Robst, J., Teague, G., Batsche, 

C., & Anderson, R. (2016). Access, integration and quality of care for 
individuals with serious mental health challenges enrolled in Florida’s 
Managed Medical Assistance program. Tampa, FL: Louis de la Parte 
Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida.
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Armstrong, M.I., Vargo, A., Cruz, A., Johnson, M., Landers, M., Robst, 

J., & Yampolskaya, S. (2015, October). Florida Title IV-E Waiver 
Demonstration Project extension semi-annual report #2. Tampa, FL: 
Department of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida 
Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, University of South Florida.

Armstrong, M., Vargo, A., Cruz, A., Johnson, M., Landers, M., Robst, J., 
& Yampolskaya, S. (2016). Phase 3-Florida’s Title IV-E Demonstration 
Waiver interim evaluation report (10/01/2013-03/31/2016). Retrieved 
from: http://centerforchildwelfare.fmhi.usf.edu/Datareports/
IVEReport.shtml

Armstrong, M.I., McNeish, R., Anderson, R., Dollard, N., Johnson, M., 
Landers, M., & Haynes, D., (2015). Annual evaluation report of Florida’s 
system of care expansion. Tampa, FL: Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 
Health Institute. University of South Florida. Submitted to the Florida 
Department of Children and Families.

Booth, C., & Lazear, K. (2015). Cultural adpatations: Resource brief. 
Baltimore, MD: National Training and Technical Assistance Center for 
Children’s Behavioral Health. Tampa, FL & Baltimore, MD: National 
Training and Technical Assistance Center for Children’s Behavioral 
Health.

Booth, C., & Lazear, K. (2015). Implementating the National Standards for 
Culturally and Linguistcally Appropriate Services and Supports in Health 
and Health Care (CLAS). Tampa, FL & Baltimore, MD: National 
Training and Technical Assistance Center for Children’s Behavioral 
Health.

Callejas, L.M. (in press). Cultural and linguistic considerations in the 
continuum of care for youth and young adults. Chapter 4 to be included 
in Communication and Referral Pathways for a Seamless Transition: 
Streamlining the Continuum of Care for Youth and Young Adults. Now 
Is the Time Technical Assistance Center, Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.

Davis, M., Tanana, M., Vanderloo, M., West, K., O’Conner, A., Hopkins, 
R., Harris, Armstrong, M.I., Vargo, A., Sowell, C., Johnson, M., Fluke, 
J., Fowles, R., & Poulson R. (2015, October). Utah Child Welfare 
Demonstration Project semi-annual evaluation report April 1, 2015 to 
September 30, 2015. University of Utah.

Fox, L., Corso, R., Binder, D., Simonsen, B., George, H.P., Freeman, 
J., & Sugai, G. (2015). Program-Wide PBS and School-Wide PBIS 
Crosswalk. Retrieved from www.pyramidmodel.org or www.pbis.org  
doi:10.13140/RG.2.1.4209.8086

Gamache, P., & Lazear, K. (2016). Implementation strategies and opportunities 
for behavioral health disparities impact statements: Resource brief. Tampa, 
FL & Baltimore, MD: National Training and Technical Assistance 
Center for Children’s Behavioral Health.

George, H.P. (2016). Final Report: Year 1 MTSS implementation in Bermuda 
2015-2016. St. David’s, Bermuda: The Government of Bermuda, 
Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2015). PBIS Forum 15 Practice Brief: State Level PBIS 
Coordination. Retrieved from www.pbis.org 

George, H.P. (2016). Tier 2 positive behavioral interventions and supports: 
Establishing supplemental support systems. Houston, TX: Region 4 
Educational Services Center, Texas Behavior Support Network.  

Hernandez, M., Roggenbaum, S., Miller, S., Balmer, S., Berkman, K., Julian, 
L., Mowery, D., & Trinidad, V. (2016). CFS Impact 2015: July 1, 2014 
– June 30, 2015. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.

Hodges, S., & Miel-Uken, S. (2016, May). Practice Brief 5: Primary care 
perspectives on care integration for children and families. Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies. Michigan Action 
Learning Network on Primary and Behavioral Healthcare Integration 
for Children and Families. 

Hodges, S., Tirotti, M., & Gilbert-Smith, T. (2015) Logic Talk Electronic 
News: Focus on storytelling: Using data for sustainability. Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies. National Evaluation 
of the Children’s Mental Health Initiative.

Joseph, R., &  Lindsey, M. (2015, December). A snapshot of implementation of 
Florida HIPPY Program’s fiscal year 2014-2015. Tampa, FL: Department 
of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health 
Institute, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of 
South Florida.

Joseph, R., Yampolskaya, S., & Lindsey, M. (2015, November). Educational 
progress of Florida HIPPY students 2013-2014 academic year. Tampa, 
FL: Department of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida 
Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, University of South Florida. 

Kincaid, D., George, H.P., & Childs, K. (2015). Florida’s Positive Behavior 
Support Project: 2013-2014 annual report. Tampa, Florida: University of 
South Florida. Retrieved from http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu

Kincaid, D., George, H.P., & Childs, K. (2016). Florida’s Positive Behavior 
Support Project: 2014-2015 annual report. Tampa, Florida: University of 
South Florida. Retrieved from http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu

McNeish, R., Hodges, S., Hernandez, M., Tirotti, M., Walker, C., Rigg, K., 
& Simmons, C. (2016, June). Making connections for mental health and 
wellbeing among men and boys in the US: Quarterly evaluation progress 
report: Period: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016. Making Connections 
Initiative national evaluation activities report submitted to the 
Movember Foundation. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child 
and Family Studies.

McNeish, R., Hodges, S., Hernandez, M., Tirotti, M., Walker, C., Rigg, K., 
& Simmons, C. (2016, March). Making connections for mental health 
and wellbeing among men and boys in the US: Quarterly evaluation 
progress report: Period: January 1, 2016 – March 31, 2016. Making 
Connections Initiative national evaluation activities report submitted 
to the Movember Foundation. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child 
and Family Studies.

McNeish, R., Hodges, S., Hernandez, M., Tirotti, M., Walker, C., Rigg, 
K., & Simmons, C. (2015, December). Making connections for mental 
health and wellbeing among men and boys in the US: Quarterly evaluation 
progress report: Period: October 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015. Evaluation 
activities report submitted to the Movember Foundation. Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies. 

Mowery, D., Callejas, L., Wang, W., Malmi, Jr., M., & Flynn, K. (2015). 
Arizona’s children’s system of care practice review fiscal year 2014 statewide 
report. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral 
and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies.

Mowery, D., Joseph, R., Lindsey, M., & Malmi, M. (2016). Bracken School 
Readiness Assessment Florida HIPPY results and findings FY 2014-2015. 
Florida HIPPY Newsletter. Tampa, FL: Florida HIPPY Training and 
Technical Assistance Center, University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.
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Mowery, D., Joseph, R., Lindsey, M., & Malmi, M. (2015, November). 
Bracken School Readiness Assessment. Florida HIPPY results and findings 
(November, 2015). Fiscal Year 2014-2015. Tampa, FL: Department 
of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health 
Institute, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of 
South Florida.

Mowery, D., Joseph, R., Lindsey, M., & Malmi, M. (2015, November). 
Parent involvement survey. Florida HIPPY results and findings. Fiscal year 
2014-2015. Tampa, FL: Department of Child and Family Studies, 
Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral 
and Community Sciences, University of South Florida.

Mowery, D., Joseph, R., Lindsey, M., & Malmi, M. (2016). Parent 
involvement survey. Florida HIPPY results and findings FY 2014-2015. 
Florida HIPPY Newsletter. Tampa, FL: Florida HIPPY Training and 
Technical Assistance Center, University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.

Mowery, D., Malmi, M., & Lindsey, M. (2015). Florida HIPPY data results 
and findings AY 2014-2015. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child 
and Family Studies.

Mowery, D., Malmi, M., Lindsey, M., & Joseph, R. (2015). Florida HIPPY 
results and findings: Bracken School Readiness Assessment 2014-2015. 
Tampa, FL: Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center, 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies.

Mowery, D., Malmi, M., Lindsey, M., & Joseph, R. (2015). Florida HIPPY 
results and findings: Parent involvement survey 2014-2015. Tampa, FL: 
Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center, University 
of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, 
Department of Child and Family Studies.

Roggenbaum, S., Mowery, D., & Carmona, Y. (2015). USF Counseling 
Center workshop evaluation summary: Workshops conducted from June 
2015 through October 2015. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Louis de la Parte 
Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.

Simonsen, B., Freeman, J., Goodman, S., Mitchell, B., Swain-Bradway, J., 
Flannery, B., Sugai, G., George, H.P., & Putnam, B. (2015). PBIS 
Technical Brief on Classroom Strategies. Retrieved from www.pbis.org.  

Sowell, C., Yampolskaya, S., Lentini, R., Cruz, A., & Walker, C. (2015, 
December). Florida Project LAUNCH year 3 evaluation report October 
1, 2014 – September 30, 2015. Tampa, FL: Department of Child and 
Family Studies, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South 
Florida.

Stockslager, K., Castillo, J., Brundage, A., Childs, K., & Romer, N. (2016). 
Self-assessment of MTSS (SAM) technical assistance manual. Florida’s 
Problem Solving/Response to Intervention Project and Florida’s Positive 
Behavior Intervention and Support Project, University of South Florida.

Tirotti, M., & Hodges, S. (2015). TRI evaluation report. Quarterly evaluation 
report for Trauma Recovery Initiative (TRI) Children’s Home Society of 
Florida (CATIII Children’s Home Society of Florida-FL-SM58234B). 
Report submitted to the National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department 
of Child and Family Studies.

Tirotti, M., & Hodges, S. (2015, September). TRI evaluation report. 
Quarterly evaluation report for Trauma Recovery Initiative (TRI) 
Children’s Home Society of Florida (CATIII Children’s Home Society 
of Florida-FL-SM58234B). Report submitted to the National Child 
Traumatic Stress Initiative, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.

Tirotti, M., & Hodges, S. (2015, December). TRI evaluation report. 
Quarterly evaluation report for Trauma Recovery Initiative (TRI) 
Children’s Home Society of Florida (CATIII Children’s Home Society 
of Florida-FL-SM58234B). Report submitted to the National Child 
Traumatic Stress Initiative, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies. 

Tirotti, M., & Hodges, S. (2016). TRI evaluation report. Quarterly evaluation 
report for Trauma Recovery Initiative (TRI) Children’s Home Society of 
Florida (CATIII Children’s Home Society of Florida-FL-SM58234B). 
Report submitted to the National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department 
of Child and Family Studies.

Tirotti, M., Hodges, S., Gilbert-Smith, T. (2016). Statewide Results: Trauma-
Informed Care Organizational Survey 2015. Report submitted to 
Children’s Home Society of Florida, Inc. Tampa, FL: University of 
South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Louis 
de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and 
Family Studies. 

Tirotti, M., Hodges, S., McNeish, R., Walker, C., Rigg, K., Simmons, C., & 
Joseph, B. (2016, June). Evaluation Connections Quarterly E-Newsletter 
Issue 1: Understanding community needs and strengths. Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies. National Evaluation 
of the Making Connections Initiative. 

Vargo, A., Armstrong, M.I., Cruz, A., Johnson, M., Landers, M., Robst, J., 
& Yampolskaya, S. (2016, April). Phase 2- Florida Title IV-E Waiver 
Demonstration evaluation semi-annual progress report (10/2015-03/2016). 
Tampa, FL: Department of Child and Family Studies, Louis de la Parte 
Florida Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences, University of South Florida. 

Vargo, A., Armstrong, M., Landers, M., Robst, J., Yampolskaya, S., 
Johnson, M., & Jordan, N. (2015, October). Florida Title IV-E Waiver 
Demonstration evaluation semi-annual progress report one. Tampa, FL: 
University of South Florida, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health 
Institute.

Wang, W., Robst, J., Zieba, R., Hodges, S., Tirotti, M., & Hernandez, M. 
(2015, December). Comparison study report: Pine Hills Wellness Project. 
Report submitted to the Children’s Home Society of Florida, Inc. 
Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of Behavioral and 
Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies. 

Yampolskaya S., McNeish,R., Cruz, A., Sowell, C., Teague, G., Hanson, A., 
& Levin, B. (2016, June). Access, integration of care and service utilization 
for child welfare involved children in Florida’s Managed Medical Assistance 
(MMA) Program. Tampa, FL: Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health 
Institute, University of South Florida.
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Westheimer, M., Tirotti, M., Khalil, D., & Miller, S. (2016). 2016 HIPPY 
International research forum summary report. Tampa, FL.: Child and 
Family Studies. Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family 
Studies.

Editorial Positions
 � American Journal of Alzheimer’s Care, Editorial Board, Donna Cohen, 
PhD

 � Behavior Analysis: Research and Practice, Board of Editors, Raymond 
Miltenberger, PhD

 � Child and Family Behavior Therapy, Consulting Editor, Kimberly 
Crosland, PhD

 � Education and Training in Autism and Developmental Disabilities, 
Editorial Board, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Gerontechnology, Associate Editor, William D. Kearns, PhD

 � Home Health Care Services Quarterly, Editorial Board, David Chiriboga, 
PhD

 � Inclusion, Editorial Board, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Editorial Board Member, Guest 
Associate Editor Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Guest Associate Editor, Raymond 
Miltenberger, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Gerontology, Editorial Board, David Chiriboga, PhD

 � Journal of Behavioral Disorders, Contributing Editor for Special Edition, 
Heather George, PhD

 � Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, Editor-in-chief, Bruce 
Levin, DrPH 

 � Journal of Early Intervention, Editorial Board, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, Editorial Board, 
Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, Associate Editor, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Journal of Rehabilitation, Editorial Board, Tammy Jorgensen Smith, PhD

 � Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, Editorial Board, Tammy Jorgensen 
Smith , PhD

 � Korean Journal of Early Childhood Special Education, Member, Kwang-
Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Korean Journal of Special Education, Member, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, 
PhD

 � Learning Disability Practice, Editorial Board, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � Preventing School Failure, Contributing Editor for Special Edition, 
Heather George, PhD

 � Remedial and Special Education, Consulting Editor, Kwang-Sun Cho 
Blair, PhD

 � Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, Editorial Board, 
Lise Fox, PhD

 � Teacher Education in Special Education, Editorial Board, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, Associate Editor, Lise Fox, 
PhD

 � Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, Consulting Editor, Kwang-
Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Young Exceptional Children, Editorial Board, Lise Fox, PhD

Reviewer
Grant 

 � Children’s Board of Hillsborough County (2015), Grant Reviewer Panel 
Member, Roxann McNeish, PhD 

 �Military Suicide Research Consotrium: Independent Scientific Review 
Panel Study Section (2016), Study Section Panel Member, Donna Cohen, 
PhD

 � National Institutes of Health, Small Business SEP: 2016/05 ZRG1 
RPHB-R (12) B, (March, 2016). Grant Review Panel Member, Scientific 
Review Officer: John H. Newman, PhD, William D. Kearns, PhD

 �  U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services, Personnel Development to Improve Services and 
Results for Children with Disabilities – Personnel Preparation in Special 
Education, Early Intervention, and Related Services (2016), Grant Review 
Panel Member, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

Journal 
 � American Journal of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Sarah E. 
Bloom, PhD

 � American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Svetlana Yampolskaya, PhD

 � American Journal of Public Health and Medical Care, Bruce Levin, DrPH

 � American Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Elizabeth 
Perkins, PhD

 � Behavior Analysis in Practice, Raymond Miltenberger, PhD

 � Behavior Analysis in Practice, Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Behavior Analysis: Research and Practice, Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Behavioral Interventions, Raymond Miltenberger, PhD

 � Behavioral Interventions, Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Care ADvantage (Alzheimer Foundation of America), Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Child and Family Behavior Therapy, Raymond Miltenberger, PhD

 � Child Maltreatment, Reviewer, Svetlana Yampolskaya, PhD 

 � Children and Youth Services Review, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Children and Youth Services Review, Svetlana Yampolskaya, PhD 

 � Developmental Neurorehabilitation, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Evaluation, Debra Mowry, PhD

 � Families in Society, Svetlana Yampolskaya, PhD

 � Gerontechnology, William D. Kearns, PhD

 � Gerontologist, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Homicide Studies, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Andrew L. Samaha, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Raymond Miltenberger, PhD

 � Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Journal of Asia Pacific Education, Tammy Jorgensen Smith, PhD

 � Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, 
PhD

 � Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Journal of Behavioral Education, Andrew L. Samaha, PhD

 � Journal of Behavioral Education, Raymond Miltenberger, PhD
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 � Journal of Behavioral Education, Sarah E. Bloom, PhD

 � Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, Donna Burton, PhD

 � Journal of Child and Family Studies, Linda M. Callejas, PhD

 � Journal of Child and Family Studies, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Journal of Early Intervention, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Journal of Gerontology, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Journal of Latina/o Psychology, Linda M. Callejas, PhD

 � Journal of Positive Behavior Intervention, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Journal of Positive Behavior Intervention, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, Heather George, PhD

 � Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, Karen Elfner Childs, PhD

 � Journal of Rehabilitation, Tammy Jorgensen Smith, PhD

 � Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, Tammy Jorgensen Smith, PhD 

 � Pediatric Health, Medicine, and Therapeutics, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � PLOS, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Preventing School Failure, Don Kincaid, EdD

 � Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Research in Developmental Disabilities, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Research on Aging, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 �The Behavior Analyst, Andrew L. Samaha, PhD

 � Topics in Early Childhood Education, Heather George, PhD

 � Trauma Studies, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Traumatology, Donna Cohen, PhD

Workshops/Trainings 
Bloom, S. E. (2016, March). Matching assessment type to client need and 

context. Invited presentation at the Visiting Scholar Series at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio Department of Interdisciplinary 
Education and Leadership, San Antonio, TX.

Bloom, S.E. (2016, February). Modified FAs: Trial-based functional anlaysis. 
Invited paper presented at the Meeting of the Project ECHO 
(Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) teleECHO™ Clinics 
in Applied Behavior Analysis, Albuquerque, NM [National broadcast].

Bloom, S.E., & Samaha, A.L. (2016, January). Trial-based functional analysis. 
In-service training for Hillsborough County Public School District, 
Tampa, FL.

Callejas, L.M. (2016, August). RAICES/Promotoras Model: Using community-
based support interventions to increase access to services and the reach of 
EBP. Children’s Board of Hillsborough County Summer Training 
Series, Tampa, Florida.

Fox, L. (2015, November). Positive alternatives to suspending and expelling 
misbehaving students in early childhood education. Panelist for telecast 
discussion. Albert Shanker Institute and American Federation of 
Teachers.

Fox, L. (2015, November). Implementing the Pyramid Model: District 
leadership team initial training, Boston, MA. 

Fox, L. (2016, March). District leadership team implementation training, 
Boston, MA.

Fox, L. (2015, November). Implementing the Pyramid Model: Program 
leadership team initial training, Atlanta, GA.  

Fox, L. (May, 2016). Implementing the Pyramid Model: Program leadership 
team initial training, cohort 2, Atlanta, GA.

Fox, L. (February, 2016). National briefing to the federal cross department early 
education workgroup on implementing a multi-tiered system of support for 
young chidren’s social emotional competence, Washington, DC.

Fox, L. (May, 2016). Strategic planning for program leadership teams, Atlanta, 
GA.

Fox, L. (May, 2016). Strategic planning for district leadership teams, Boston, 
MA.

George, H.P. (2016, April). Coaching for MTSS: Benchmarks of quality. 
Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/MTSS efforts 
in Bermuda, Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2016, April). State-level planning for PBIS. Invited 4-day 
planning session across the Georgia PBIS Team. Hosted by the Georgia 
Department of Education, Atlanta, GA.

George, H.P. (2015, August). PBIS in The Netherlands. Invited 2-day state-
level planning for leaders of the PBIS efforts in The Netherlands. 
Hosted by the University of South Florida, Windesheim University, and 
Fontys University.  

George, H.P. (2015, August). Scaling-up PBIS: Procedures and protcols. 
Invited 1-day project planning for the PBIS Expertise Center in The 
Netherlands. Hosted by Windesheim University.  

George, H.P. (2015, December). Coaching for MTSS: Data-based problem-
solving. Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/MTSS 
efforts in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2016, January). Coaching for MTSS: Tools to support PBIS 
implementation.  Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the 
PBIS/MTSS efforts in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2015, July). PBIS and multi-tiered behavioral frameworks. 
Invited 2-day planning and on-site training session across the Orleans 
Parish School Board awardees of the School Climate Transformation 
grant. Hosted by the Orleans Parish School Board and the USDOE 
Office of Safe and Healthy Students, New Orleans, LA.

George, H.P. (2016, March). Coaching for MTSS: Implementation planning. 
Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/MTSS efforts 
in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2016, May). Coaching for MTSS: Sustaining PBIS and next 
steps. Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/MTSS 
efforts in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2016, May). District planning for PBIS. Invited workshop 
across four district leadership teams at the Region 19 Positive Behavior 
Interventions & Support Conference. Hosted by Region 19 ESC, El 
Paso, TX.  

George, H.P. (2015, November). Coaching for MTSS: The critical elements and 
next steps. Invited webinar for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/
MTSS efforts in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2015, October). MTSS coaches’ academy. Invited 1-day training 
for school-level coaches leading the PBIS/MTSS efforts in Bermuda. 
Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P. (2015, October). MTSS leadership academy. Invited 1-day 
training for school-level administrators leading the PBIS/MTSS efforts 
in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education. 

 George, H.P. (2015, September). MTSS planning for Bermuda. Invited 2-day 
state-level planning for leaders of the PBIS/MTSS efforts in Bermuda. 
Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  
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George, H.P. (2015, September). PBIS and multi-tiered behavioral frameworks. 
Invited 1-day planning and on-site training session across the Orleans 
Parish School Board awardees of the School Climate Transformation 
grant. Hosted by the Orleans Parish School Board and the USDOE 
Office of Safe and Healthy Students, New Orleans, LA. 

George, H.P. (2015, September). PBIS Tier 1. Invited 1-day training for 
school-based teams leading the PBIS/MTSS efforts in Bermuda. Hosted 
by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P., & Minch, D. (2016, February). PBIS Tier 1. Invited 2-day 
advanced training for school-based teams leading the PBIS/MTSS 
efforts in Bermuda. Hosted by the Ministry of Education.  

George, H.P., O’Connell, G., & Johnson, N. (2015, October). State-level 
coordinators for PBIS: Roundtable discussion questions. Invited facilitative 
roundtable discussion at the National Forum for Implementers of 
School-wide PBS, Chicago, IL.

George, H.P., & Strickland-Cohen, K. (2016, June). TXPBIS Evaluation 
Report and next steps. Invited workshop across the state-wide Texas 
Behavior Support Network for all Educational Service Centers, 
Houston, TX.  

Iovannone, R. (2016, April). Advanced behavior interventions. Workshop 
presented for the Delaware Positive Behavior Support Project, Dover, 
DE.

Iovannone, R. (2016, April). The FBA/BIP Technical Adequacy Tool for 
Evaluation (TATE): Applications for improving practice. Workshop 
presented at the Center for Autism and Related Disabilities-University 
of Albany 10th Annual Statewide Conference, Rochester, NY.

Iovannone, R. (2016, February). FBA/BIP: Improving practice. Workshop 
presented for Region 4 Education Service Center, Houston, TX.

Iovannone, R. (2016, June). Increasing the capacity of educators to improve 
FBAs and BIPs. Workshop presented at the 12th Annual Texas Behavior 
Support Conference, Houston, TX.

Iovannone, R. (2016, June). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR): An FBA/BIP 
model for implementation.  Workshop presented for the North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction, Bismarck, ND.

Iovannone, R. (2016, June). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR): An FBA/BIP 
model for implementation.  Workshop presented for the North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction, West Fargo, ND.

Iovannone, R. (2016, June). The FBA/BIP Technical Adequacy Tool for 
Evaluation (TATE): Improving practice.  Workshop presented at the 12th 
Annual Texas Behavior Support Conference, Houston, TX.

Iovannone, R. (2015, October). PTR Modeling Session. An active coaching 
process modeled for the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance 
Network, Williamsport, PA.

Iovannone, R. (2015, September). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR): An 
evidence-based functional behavior assessment/behavior intervention process 
for students needing tier 3 supports. Workshop presented for the Delaware 
Positive Behavior Support Project, Dover, DE.

Joseph, R. (April 2016). Using Bracken School Readiness Assessment to monitor 
educational progress of HIPPY children. Invited training workshop at the 
2016 HIPPY National Conference, Orlando, FL.

Kearns, W. D. (2015, November 10). The tortuous path to TBI recovery: 
Mapping the punch-drunkard’s walk.  National webinar presented at 
the Brain Injury Association of America Mitchell Rosenthal Memorial 
Webinar, Vienna, VA. [sponsored by the Journal of Head Trauma 
Rehabilitation].

Rogers, C. Ford, P., Callejas, L.M., Lundblad, C., Blanco, D. & McCullough, 
K. (2016, September). Peer interventions: establishing a peer support 
program for families involved in the child welfare system with significant 
behavioral health needs. Advanced Training Workshop, Child Protection 
Summit 2016, Florida Department of Children & Families, Orlando, 
FL. 

Roggenbaum, S. (2016, April). Suicide prevention for parents and adolescents. 
Presented at Mayor’s Youth Leadership Council’s Suicide and 
Depression: The Truth Behind One of the World’s Least Spoken about 
Issues, Tampa, FL.

Roggenbaum, S., Aranda, M., & Mueller, T. (2016, April). Question and 
answer panel participant. Mayor’s Youth Leadership Council’s Suicide 
and Depression: The Truth Behind One of the World’s Least Spoken 
about Issues, Tampa, FL.

Appointments/Memberships
 � Ad Hoc Committee Member to develop the petition for Recognition 
of a Specialty in Professional Psychology (Behavioral and Cognitive 
Psychology), Raymond Miltenberger, PhD

 � Agency for Persons with Disabilities, Expert consultant, Kimberly 
Crosland, PhD

 � American Association of Caregiving Youth, Research Director, Donna 
Cohen, PhD

 � American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 
Elected Vice President, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � American Psychological Association (APA) Division 20 Executive 
Committee, David Chiriboga, PhD 

 � American Psychological Association (APA) Division 20 Executive 
Committee, Geneology Project, Subcommittee Chair, David Chiriboga, 
PhD

 � American Psychological Association (APA) Division 20 Executive 
Committee, Membership Committee Chair, David Chiriboga, PhD

 � American Psychological Association TaskForce on Re-Envisioning the 
Multicultural Guidelines for the 21st Century, David Chiriboga, PhD

 � Applied Behavior Analysis Positive Behavior Support Special Interest 
Group, President, Rose Iovannone, PhD

 � Association for Positive Behavior Support Board, Elected Board member, 
Rose Iovannone, PhD

 � Association of Persons Supporting Employment First - Florida Chapter, 
Board Member, Tammy Jorgensen Smith, PhD

 � Bailey Family Foundation, Scholarship Reviewer, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � Conn Memorial Foundation, Board Member, Mario Hernandez, PhD

 � Community Tampa Bay, Vice Chair, Rick Weinberg, PhD 

 � Disability Community Planning Group, Disability and Health Program, 
Florida Department of Health, Advisory Member, Elizabeth Perkins, PhD

 � Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, Chair of the Community 
Applications Special Interest Group, Kimberly Crosland, PhD

 � Florida Association for School Pyschologists, Executive Board Member, 
Rose Iovannone, PhD

 � Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Member, Elizabeth Perkins, 
PhD

 � Florida Early Steps Continuous Improvement Stakeholder Group and 
Subject Matter Expert, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Florida Rehabilitation Association, Board Member, Tammy Jorgensen 
Smith, PhD
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 � Florida’s Suicide Prevention Coalition, Vice Chair, Stephen Roggenbaum, 
MA

 � Florida’s Suicide Prevention Coordinating Council, Gubernatorial re-
appointee, Stephen Roggenbaum, MA

 � Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners Diversity Advisory 
Council, David Chiriboga, PhD

 � Independent Scientific Peer Review Panel (ISPRP) for the Military Suicide 
Research Consortium, Study Section Member, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � International Association for PBS, Board Member, Heather George, PhD

 � International Association for PBS, Board of Directors Executive 
Committee, President, Heather George, PhD

 � International Society for Gerontechnology, President, North American 
Chapter, William Kearns, PhD 

 � Korean Association for Applied Behavior Analysis, Member, Board of 
Directors, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Korean Association for Youth Counseling, Member, Advisory Board, 
Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Korean Society for Early Childhood Special Education, Member, Board of 
Directors, Kwang-Sun Cho Blair, PhD

 � Liaison for American Psychological Association Division 45, with APA’s 
Committee on Aging (CONA), David Chiriboga, PhD

 �Medical and Scientific Review Board, Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, 
Member, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � National Child Traumatic Stress Network, Evaluation Community of 
Practice, Member, Melissa Tirotti, MA

 � National Expert Panel on Eliminating Suspensions and Expulsions in Early 
Childhood Education, Consultant for SRI Education, Lise Fox, PhD

 � Office of Minority Health, National Project Advisory Committee (NPAC), 
Member, Mario Hernandez, PhD

 � OSEP Technical Assistance Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS), Research Partner/Resource Agent, Heather George, 
PhD

 � Regional Meeting of the 2015 White House Conference on Aging, 
Participant, Donna Cohen, PhD

 � SAMHSA/CMHS National Workgroup to Address the Needs of Children 
and Youth Who Are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, 
Intersex, Two-Spirit (LGBTQI2-S) and Their Families, Chair, Kathy 
Lazear, MA

 �The British Institute of Learning Disabilities, Expert Advisor, Rose 
Iovannone, PhD

 � US Department of Veterans Affairs, National RTLS Implementation Team, 
William Kearns, PhD

 � US Department of Veterans Affairs Observational Study Monitoring Board 
Member for the Career Development Award study of Lelia Barks, RN 
Nurse Researcher III. HSR&D/RR&D Center of Innovation on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research VISN 8.  William Kearns, PhD

Patent Applications
Kearns, W.D, Crosland, K.A, Craighead, J.D & Fozard, J.L. (2016) Machine 

Readable Marker Based Medication Adherence APP. Provisional patent 
USF Ref. No. 16B117PR.
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Acronyms
ABA Applied Behavior Analysis

ABAI Association for Behavior Analysis International

AHCA Agency for Health Care Administration

APBS Association for Positive Behavior Support

ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder

AYA Adolescent and Young Adult

BCABA Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst

CABH Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health

CANS Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths 

CAP Certified Addition Professional 

CARD Center for Autism and Related Disabilities

CBCS College of Behavioral and Community Sciences

CBHC Children’s Board of Hillsborough County

CBTAC Certified Business Technical Assistance Consultants

CDSS California Department of Social Services

CE Customized Employnment

CFARS Children’s Functional Assessment Rating Scale 

CFS Child & Family Studies

CHANCE Citrus Helping Adolescents Negatively Impacted by Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation 

CHS Children’s Home Society

CLC Hub Cultural and Linguistic Competence Hub 

CME Continuing Medical Education

CMHI Child Mental Health Initiative

CMHS Center for Mental Health Services

CODIE Collaboration on Discovery and Innovation in Employment

COPH College of Public Health

CW-PMHP Child Welfare Prepaid Mental Health Plan

CWDA County Welfare Directors Association 

CWSP Child Welfare Specialty Plan 

DD Developmental Disabilities 

DEC Division for Early Childhood

DJJ Department of Juvenile Justice

DrPH Doctor of Public Health 

EBP Evidence-Based Program

ECTA Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

ETO Efforts to Outcomes 

FACTS Families and Children Together in Seminole

FAIR Functional Assessment Interview for Runaways

FCIC Florida Center for Inclusive Communities

FDLE Department of Law Enforcement 

FKC Florida KIDS COUNT

FLPBS Florida’s Positive Behavior Support Project

FMHI Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute

FOEL Florida’s Office of Early Learning 

HIPPY Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters

ICEI Interdisciplinary Center For Evaluation and Intervention

IDD Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

IMPACT Identify, Measure, and Prevention Addiction and Childhood Trauma 

ITCA Inter Tribal Council of Arizona

JBHS&R Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research

KC Kids Count

LAUNCH Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health

LIBER8 Linking Individuals Being Emotional Real

LEAP Leading to Educational Advancement Pathway

MPH Master of Public Health

MSPH Master of Science in Public Health 

MSW/MPH Masters of Social Work/Masters of Public Health Dual-Degree 

MTSS Multi-tiered system of support

NAEYC National Association for the Education of Young Children

NASDSE National Association of State Directors of Special Education

NASMHPD National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors

NHSA National Head Start Association

NITT-TA Now is the Time – Technical Assistance Center 

NREC National Research and Evaluation Center HIPPY-USA at USF

ODR Office Discipline Referral 

OSEP Office of Special Education Programs

OSEP-TAC Office of Special Education Programs – Training and Technical 
Assistance Program for Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports 

OSS Out-of-School Suspension 

PACER Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights

PBIS Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

PBS Positive Behavior Support

PEDD Florida Physician’s Education in Developmental Disabilities

PEPSA Partnership for Effective Programs for Students with Autism

PI Principal Investigator

PWPBS Program-Wide Positive Behavior Support

QPI Quality Parenting Initiative

RMHC Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling 

S4KF Success 4 Kids & Families

SAAF Strong African American Families Program

SAAF-TDM Strong African-American Families – Technology Dissemination 
Model 

SAMHSA Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

SCH Student Credit Hours

SED Serious Emotional Disturbances

SIPP State Inpatient Psychiatric Program

SOC System of Care 

SOCPR System of Care Practice Review

TA Technical Assistance

TAC Technical Assistance Center

TACE Technical Assistance and Continuing Education

TACSEI Technical Assistance Center on Social Emotional Interventions for 
Young Children 

TLA The Learning Academy

TRAC Transformation Accountability

TRI Trauma Recovery Initiative

TSBA Tiered Systems Behavior Analyst

UCEDD University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities

VR Vocational Rehabilitation 
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Project List
A Pilot Study of Postpartum Weight Loss in Obese Women Using a Sleep 
Intervention in a Group Prenatal Care Setting ..................................................................20

ABA Doctoral Program ................................................................................................................ 8

ABA Master’s Program ................................................................................................................. 8
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