
CFS Quarterly Fall 2017  | 1

Mark Your Calendar!
January 12-14, 2018
 25th Annual CARD Conference on 

Autism Spectrum Disorder
card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/CARDconference

March 5-8, 2018
 The Annual Research & Policy 

Conference on Child, Adolescent, & 
Young Adult Behavioral Health
www.cmhconference.com/

April 7, 2018 
Cycling for Autism Fundraiser
www.interbayrotary.org

April 24-27, 2018 
15th Annual National Training Institute 
on Effective Practices: Supporting Young 
Children’s Social Emotional Development
www.addressingchallengingbehavior.org
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Research Issue

Letter from the Chair
Greetings! The University of South Florida has grown into 
a major research institution. Today it is one of only 40 
public research universities nationwide with high research 
productivity and is designated as community engaged by 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 

The College of Behavioral & Community Sciences 
(CBCS), home to the Department of Child & Family 
Studies (CFS), continues to be among the highest of academic affairs units in 
both research awards and research expenditures at USF. In 2017, CBCS faculty 
obtained over $23.5 million in grant awards. CFS contributions toward that 
total consisted of over $9.8 million in federal funds and nearly $3.9 million in 
non-federal funds. This represents approximately 58% of CBCS’s 2017 contracts 
and grants dollars.

This issue of our newsletter profiles some of the research of our faculty and 
staff, with a special emphasis of our early career faculty. Our research spans a 
wide range of innovative strategies that support communities within Florida 
and throughout the nation. Our work continues to improve the well-being of 
children and families as it is implemented throughout communities in schools, 
in homes, in public agencies and other child-serving organizations.

As we continuously work to help level the playing field for all children, regardless 
of race, ability and home environments, I am excited to share that we have 
recently received funding to establish two new centers within our department. 
USF has invested approximately $2.5 million for the USF Rightpath Research 
and Innovation Center, which will work to improve academic development 
in young children. The National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations, a 
$5.5 million dollar grant funded by the federal Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitation Services, Department of Education will work to improve 
young children’s social and emotional competence while reducing challenging 
behaviors. Both of these new centers are profiled in this Quarterly. 

Since 2007, CFS has annually produced the CFS Impact Report, which 
highlights academic, research and training, and technical assistance activities 
conducted each fiscal year. The Impact Report, scheduled to be out in 
December, will provide additional details on the efforts of our faculty and staff. I 
hope you will visit the publications tab of our website to view the new report. In 
the meantime, this newsletter will serve to highlight the consistent and positive 
effects of our faculty and staff.

Mario Hernandez, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
www.usf.edu/cbcs/cfs
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New Centers

USF Rightpath Research & Innovation Center 
The new USF Rightpath Research and Innovation Center, housed 
within CFS, will work to improve language, literacy and mathematics 
development in young children who are at risk of poor outcomes 
due to limited English language proficiency, low socioeconomic, and 
ethnic minority backgrounds, or those who have communication, 
learning, behavioral, or intellectual disabilities.

“There is a rising need to find solutions for our state’s vulnerable 
children, and the Rightpath Center at USF will be an important 
resource as it works to find those solutions,” said CFS Chair 
Dr. Mario Hernandez. “We applaud USF’s commitment to this 
important resource.”

USF has committed approximately $1.75 million in recurring 
funds, and $750 thousand in start-up funds.

Rightpath faculty will connect with families, early interventionists, 
teachers, practitioners, administrators and policy makers to develop 
and apply proven research strategies into marketable and sustainable 
innovations that enrich the lives of children, families, educators, 
and caregivers. In addition, Rightpath will also provide specialized 
mentoring and training for graduate students so that a well-prepared 
next generation of innovative scholars will be readily available.

“We are excited to welcome the Rightpath team,” said Dr. Julianne 
Serovich, Dean of the College of Behavioral & Community 
Sciences. “Their addition to our college will be a tremendous step 
in keeping us focused and successful as leaders in early childhood 
intervention and research.”

Rightpath’s team, consisting of five new faculty members, have 
extensive expertise in the foundational roles of language, literacy, 
and mathematics development in early childhood.

“They have previously collaborated on projects that have yielded 
countless assessment tools and are well-positioned to address home, 
school, and community assessment needs,” said Dr. Hernandez. 
“This work is an excellent fit within our department. Our already 
strong research portfolio that currently consists of over $30 million 
in contract and grant awards will be even more strengthened by the 
research activity brought in by the Rightpath team. In addition, 
our growing academic programs will be enhanced by the mentoring 
and training that will 
be available through the 
Rightpath faculty.”

The Rightpath faculty 
include Director Jason 
Anthony, PhD, Trina 
Spencer, PhD, Jeffrey 
Williams, PhD, Matthew 
Foster, PhD, and Marla 
Carlo, PhD. Additional 
team members include 
Elizabeth Ingram as 
the Business Manager, 
Dawn Grossman as a 
Community Liaison,  
Claudia Millar, Program 
Planner, and Noé Erazo, 
MA, Graduate Research 
Associate.

Population
3rd Largest State Population
3rd Fastest Growing State

Poverty
26% 

Florida’s 
children under 

age 5 live in 
poverty

Diversity
1,107,257 

Florida Children: 
30% Hispanic
22.5% African 

American

Preschool
50% 

Florida’s 3-5 
year olds are 

not enrolled in 
any public or 
private school

Florida is already a majority “minority” state for children

FLORIDA
According to Florida KIDS COUNT

The Rightpath faculty (l to r):  
Trina Spencer, PhD,  
Director Jason Anthony, PhD,  
 Jeffrey Williams, PhD,  
Matthew Foster, PhD,  
and Marla Carlo, PhD

“We are excited to welcome 
the Rightpath team. Their 
addition to our college 
will be a tremendous step 
in keeping us focused and 
successful as leaders in early 
childhood intervention and 
research.”
—Dr. Julianne Serovich, Dean, College of 

Behavioral & Community Sciences
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Letter from the Dean of Research 
The Department of Child and Family Studies (CFS) is a vibrant part of the research enterprise in the College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences. The diversity of contracts and grants as illustrated in this newsletter reflects 
a deep commitment to improving the lives of children and families in society. New research discoveries, program 
evaluations, and dissemination and implementation efforts encompass educational, behavioral health, and home 
and community independence outcomes. Investigators cover the life span from young children to geriatric 
populations. Individuals with developmental, intellectual, and physical disabilities participate in intervention 

projects as well as many at-risk populations enrolled in efforts to prevent reading, behavior, and other disabilities. The Principal 
Investigators and their respective research staff rank among the most outstanding innovators and most capable behavioral scientists 
that USF has to offer. We are proud of the important work undertaken in CFS that contributes so much to the local, state, and 
national community and to behavioral sciences in general. 

With the initiation of our new interdisciplinary PhD program in Behavioral and Community Sciences, many of these talented 
investigators have the opportunity to prepare the next generation of behavioral scientists. This past Fall, we enrolled our first cohort of 
PhD students in the program. The students seem to emulate the interdisciplinary composition of the CFS faculty. We have students 
with backgrounds in behavioral health, psychology, rehabilitation and mental health counseling, public health, applied behavior analysis, 
and applied linguistics. It is an impressive group, sure to keep CFS faculty on their toes. We hope you will spread the word about our 
new doctoral program. We are looking forward to reviewing applications for our second cohort of PhD students in the coming months. 

The Department of Child and Family Studies is to be congratulated for another productive year and all that the faculty, staff, and 
students contribute to the fabric of the College of Behavioral and Community Sciences at USF.

— Howard Goldstein, PhD, Associate Dean of Research

National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations
Dr. Lise Fox has received $5.5 million from the federal Office 
of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services, Department 
of Education to establish a national technical assistance center 
beginning this November. Across the country, there are growing 
concerns about the use of inappropriate discipline practices, 
disproportionate suspension and expulsion, the lack of inclusive 
education opportunities for many young children with challenging 
behavior and disabilities, and the need for guiding early education 
programs and practitioners in the use of effective intervention 
approaches.

The funding addresses increasing concerns about the alarming 
number of children who are being suspended and expelled 
from public and private preschool programs, by supporting the 
implementation of an approach known as the Pyramid Model for 
Supporting Social Emotional Competence in Infants and Young 
Children that promotes young children’s social and emotional 
competence. The National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations 
will work with states, early childhood programs, and professionals in 
promoting the approach that is aimed at improving young children’s 
social and emotional competence while also reducing challenging 
behavior. The Center will provide training, technical assistance, and 
consultation on the effective Pyramid Model approach.

New Centers
According to Dr. Fox, 
“There is a wealth of 
research that shows the 
importance of early social 
and emotional skills for 
later school success. Young 
children who are socially 
competent and have 
positive behavior during the early childhood years are more 
successful in school and in life. However, many early childhood 
educators struggle with teaching social and emotional skills and 
intervening with challenging behavior. Our Center will  
be building the capacity of state and local programs to 
implement evidence-based practices to ensure positive 
outcomes for all children.”

Dr. Fox will lead a national team of experts who will work 
directly with states and local programs. These experts are from 
the University of Colorado-Denver and Vanderbilt University.  
The Center’s leadership team includes: Dr. Lise Fox (University 
of South Florida), Dr. Barbara J. Smith (University of Colorado-
Denver), Dr. Phillip S. Strain (University of Colorado-Denver), 
and Dr. Mary Louise Hemmeter (Vanderbilt University). 
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New Funding

ITRE team members: Ercilia Calcano, Dr. Bruce Lubotsky Levin, Dr. Julie Baldwin, 
Dr. Tom Massey and Dr. Donna Burton.

USF Receives $1.6 Million Grant to Continue 
Efforts to Address Drug Abuse and Related 
Behavioral Health Concerns of Children and 
Adolescents
Adolescent drug and substance use is a significant public health 
problem in the United States. To address this serious issue, 
a successful research education program that provides skills 
for graduate level students and professionals to address drug 
abuse and related behavioral health concerns of children and 
adolescents is continuing at USF, thanks to a second five-year 
$1.6 million grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

During 2012 to 2017, the Institute for Translational Research 
Education in Adolescent Drug Abuse (ITRE) project 
team successfully recruited 50 Institute Scholars representing 
a variety of academic departments, including psychology, 
school counseling, nursing, rehabilitation and mental health 
counseling, child and family studies, public health, social work 
and criminology. Some scholars are enrolled in master’s or 
doctoral degrees, while others work full-time at community-
based agencies.

A unique feature of the Institute is its service learning component. 
Community agency partners and academic mentors work 
together to guide Scholars in the latest science of alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention, intervention, and sustainability with an added 

emphasis on translational issues of evidence-based practices.

The second phase of the ITRE grant will build upon the successes 
during the first five years while expanding training for those who 
work with ethnically diverse populations, including children and 
families of American Indian descent, Hispanic populations (such 
as members of immigrant and migrant farmworker families), and 
youth with co-occurring substance use and mental health disorders.

The program now involves the collaboration of two university 
partners – USF’s Colleges of Behavioral & Community Sciences 
(Child & Family Studies) and Public Health (Community and 
Family Health), and Northern Arizona University (NAU).

Faculty on the grant include: Drs. Bruce Lubotsky Levin, Tom 
Massey, and Donna Burton from CFS, and Dr. Julie Baldwin from 
Northern Arizona University. 

Funding to Improve Employment Outcomes for 
Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Congratulations to CFS faculty Drs. Tammy Jorgensen Smith 
and Christina Dillahunt-Aspillaga who were recently awarded 
$672,750 through a federal National Institute of Health/National 
Institute of Mental Health grant to refine and test an intervention 
for community-based Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) service 
practitioners to improve employment outcomes for adults (age 22+) 
diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). 

The research study, Achieving Competitive Customized Employment 
through Specialized Services (ACCESS), has the potential to 
dramatically shift current practice standards by informing research and 
policy decisions and by customizing employment placement strategies 
to address the specific support needs of adult job seekers with ASD 
using the platform of an intervention already reimbursed by VR.

New $1.11 Million Grant to Help Prepare 
Board Certified Behavior Analysts and School 
Psychologists
Dr. Kwang-Sun Cho Blair has secured a $1.11 million grant 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education Programs to help prepare high-quality scholars to serve 
as either Board Certified Behavior Analysts or School Psychologists 
who can contribute to the provision of focused instruction and 
individualized positive behavioral interventions and supports in 
an interdisciplinary team-based approach for school-aged children 
with severe emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD). Over the 
5 years of funding for Project EBAS: Enhancing Behavior Analytic 
Services for Children with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Dr. 
Blair will work with Co-Principal Investigators, CFS faculty Drs. 
Kimberly Crosland, Catia Cividini-Motta and USF College of 
Education faculty Jose Castillo. Tracy-Ann Gilbert-Smith will serve 
as Project Coordinator. 
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National Institute on Aging Funds Project to Monitor 
Electric Powered Wheelchair Navigation by Elderly with 
Cognitive Impairments 
Dr. William Kearns is among a team who has secured funding 
from the National Institute on Aging to create a monitoring 
system for electric powered wheelchair (EPW) operators with 
or at risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and cognitive 
impairments. The team, which includes Dr. James L. Fozard 
and Dr. Victor Molinari from the School of Aging Studies and 
members from Innovative Design Labs, USF College of Behavioral 
and Community Sciences and the USF Center for Assistive 
Rehabilitation Robotics and Technology, will track individuals using 
a device that is added to powered wheelchairs which syncs with a 
control system that monitors user inputs and driving commands. 

“Many older adults have chronic health conditions that 
limit mobility and thus EPW use is essential for maintaining 
independence,” said Dr. Kearns. “However, when an older 
wheelchair user exhibits signs of cognitive decline related to 
developing dementia, caregivers must make hard subjective choices 
trading between safety and independent mobility. Currently there is 
no system that can monitor and quantify subtly diminishing driving 
abilities to aid in this decision.”

Findings can inform caregivers before an incident that intervention 
may be necessary and wheelchair use should be reviewed and 
possibly suspended. Conversely, it may allow many patients to 
continue wheelchair use by providing caregivers a consistent, in-
community measure of a patient’s abilities reflecting their current 
cognitive state.  Dr. Kearns will be the lead on the USF subcontract.

CFS Faculty Promotions
Congratulations to Associate Professors Dr. Sarah Bloom (ABA) 
and Dr. Tina Dillahunt-Aspillaga (RMHC) on receiving tenure and 
Dr. Liz Perkins on her promotion to Research Associate Professor.

New Funding

CFS’s Pre-and Post Award Support Instrumental 
to Principal Investigators’ Research Portfolio
CFS is fortunate that so many of our Principal Investigators 
(PI) are able to charge their time to their sponsored projects 
(contracts, grants, agreements). Because of this, we are able 
to provide high quality research administration support to 
assist PIs with their projects. Research Administrators provide 
pre-award and post-award sponsored project management to 
allow the PI to focus on his/her research and the deliverables 
involved. Pre-Award services include assisting with budget 
preparation, managing individual biographies, making 
sure the PI has the appropriate Institutional Review Board 
authorizations, and putting it all together efficiently and in a 
timely manner for submission to our University Sponsored 
Research Office. Post-Award services include getting the 
project set-up in our various systems (Financial and Human 
Resources), searching for and hiring the appropriate employees, 
budget management, and processing purchasing, travel, and 
participant payments. 

All of our Research Administrators are well versed in not only 
USF Policies and Procedures, but on the countless rules and 
regulations which differ based on individual sponsors.  We are 
lucky to have such a dedicated crew of compliance minded 
administrators to keep the wheels turning on our $43.5 million 
dollar portfolio! 

Thanks to our team: Nancy Bangston, Florence Boddupalli,  
Maura deJesus, Maricel Hernandez, Lorna Henley,  Sonya 
Jones, Kimberly Read,  Janet Reyes, Adrian Ruiz , Dana 
Stanley,  Taja Sumpter, Selecia Watson.

Photo left to right: Kim Read, Sonya Jones, Taja Sumpter, and Janet Reyes

Photo left to right: CFS Department Chair Dr. Mario Hernandez; Dr. Tina Dillahunt-Aspillaga;  
Dr. Sarah Bloom; and ABA Program Director Dr. Ray Miltenberger
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within a Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
framework. 

“The 2016 pilot award allowed me the opportunity to meet with 
Dr. Mario Hernandez and through that become acquainted 
with the need for this area of research, the needs of Florida 
schools, and the integration of such Restorative Practices with 
an added focus on mental health awareness. Mario and I speak 
through email and in person when available. His experience with 
leadership and program evaluation will help me to supervise 
undergraduate and graduate interns who will collect yearly data, 
and develop large scale evaluation measures.”

Amy Green, PhD  has research interests in 
school-based mental health services, peer-
delivered parent support services, and 
caregiver strain. Amy has recently completed 
a two year appointment as a post-doctoral 
Research Associate in CFS. In addition 
to a proposal to the National Institutes of 
Health to study behavioral health screening 

in university-based student health centers (with Dr. Burton), Dr. 
Green submitted a proposal for a CBCS internal award to study 
parent involvement in education and school-based mental health 
services for parents of youth with emotional and behavioral 
challenges. In addition, she successfully completed a department-
funded pilot study exploring parents’ perceptions regarding the 
utilization and perceived benefits of peer-delivered parent support 
services. This study focused on understanding the underlying 
mechanisms of parents’ use of peer-delivered support services in 
an effort to further explicate the role of caregiver strain and parent 
perceptions as related to service use and outcomes. Results from 
this study will serve as a foundation for future grant applications 
aimed at developing a comprehensive model of peer family 
support that can aid in guiding decisions regarding the selection, 
timing, and delivery of support services to maximize the benefit 
of these services for families and youth. During her post-doctoral 
appointment, Dr. Green published two manuscripts in peer-
reviewed journals and has three additional manuscripts currently 
under review. She co-led a graduate student training on basic data 
analysis using SPSS and has taught the Research and Evaluation 
Methods course in the Masters in Child and Adolescent 
Behavioral Health program for the last two years. 

Donna Burton, PhD  focuses her research on 
translational research and the implementation 
of effective and evidence-based practices into 
community settings. Populations and topics of 
special interest include children and adolescents, 
youth of transition age, persons with co-occurring 
disorders, persons with trauma recovery needs, 

and youth involved with juvenile justice. In May of this year, Dr. 
Burton submitted a grant application to the National Institutes of 
Health: “University-Based Screening for Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health: Systems Level Implementation Readiness,” which proposes 
to examine essential systems features and organizational structures 
of university student health centers to better understand readiness 
for broad scale-up of effective substance abuse screening tools across 
the primary care–behavioral health care divide. Dr. Burton is also 
working with colleagues in the department to submit a proposal to 
increase access to mental health services for Latino/Hispanic youth 
involved or at risk of involvement in the juvenile justice system. 
The USF team will partner with S4KF, a community provider with 
success in promoting early access to mental health services for youth 
and families. In addition, Dr. Burton serves as faculty and Co-
Investigator of the Institute for Translational Research Education 
in Adolescent Drug Abuse (ITRE), supported by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse of the National Institutes of Health that 
develops, cultivates, and disseminates an innovative model of research 
education that addresses best practices for translational research in the 
field of adolescent behavioral health as it relates to substance abuse 
and co-occurring disorders. The ITRE focuses on training scholars 
in translational research methods, policies and perspectives, and the 
practical skills of translational research.

Lauren Evanovich, PhD has research interests in multi-
tiered systems of support, academic interventions 
for students with learning disabilities, and 
transition services and programs. In 2016, Dr. 
Evanovich received a USF College of Behavioral 
and Community Sciences Internal Grant Award, 
“Pilot Implementation of Integrating Restorative 

Practices within Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 
Framework.” Building upon that work, she recently submitted a 
proposal to the William T. Grant Scholars 2017-18 program for 
funding to study the research evidence of Restorative Practices (RP) 

Early Career Faculty
Early Career Faculty Mentoring and Research Support
As the department continues to successfully strengthen academic programs in Applied Behavior Analysis, Child & Adolescent Behavioral 
Health, and Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling, it is also focusing on an impressive and growing research portfolio. To do so 
requires a faculty mentoring plan that pairs new and early career faculty with senior faculty for support in both instructional and research 
activities. Mentoring efforts are resulting in increased proposal submissions and grant awards by early career faculty. Below are overviews 
of the robust research agenda from early career faculty, profiling research proposals they have submitted, internal and external awards they 
have received, or Co-PI participation on state and federally funded projects.
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technical assistance and program evaluation for the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s Now is the 
Time State Education Agency Program. This project focuses on 
sustainable systems change for integrating school and community-
based behavioral health supports within a multi-tiered framework 
to ensure students and their families have access to a wide-range 
of interventions that result in improved educational, social, and 
emotional outcomes.

Andrew Samaha, PhD conducts research 
examining the roles of reinforcer valuation 
and preference as determinants of core and 
comorbid deficits and their treatment in 
individuals with autism, as well as other 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Although the work contacts a broad swath 
of important areas including early intensive 

behavioral intervention, skill acquisition, transition, assessment and 
treatment of severe problem behavior, technology in intervention, 
telehealth, social skills, stereotypy, creativity, social interactions as 
reinforcement, conditioned reinforcement, behavioral economics, 
measurement, and quantitative analysis of single-subject data, his 
focus on reinforcer valuation and preference is narrow and relatively 
unique. His clinical contributions include the developed assessment 
methods to identify and characterize forms of social interactions 
that function as effective rewards for individuals with disabilities, 
which stands as a significant counterpoint to the predominant 
but often criticized use of edible rewards in clinical practice. Over 
the past few years Dr. Samaha has submitted proposals to the 
U.S. Department of Defense, Department of Education, and the 
National Institutes of Health. He is a Co-Principal Investigator with 
Dr. Kwang-Sun Cho Blair on the U.S. Department of Education's 
Project ABA: Preparing Related Services Personnel in Applied 
Behavior Analysis for Children with Autism, which is helping 
to prepare 20 highly-qualified school-based behavior analysts to 
provide quality related services for high-need children with autism 

of all grade levels. 

Chris Vatland, PhD has submitted several 
proposals over the last few years related 
to early childhood intervention, program 
development, and family-driven intervention. 
These included a request for funding for 
the creation of a pilot project that supports 
families in which a parent or caregiver has 

an intellectual or developmental disability (I/DD) or other needs 
that require adaptation of support strategies. This model recognizes 
that social supports and services for the parents with intellectual 
challenges must start early on to impact children’s educational and 
health outcomes.

Early Career Faculty
Monica Landers, M.A., MSW has research interests 
in the intersection of mental health and juvenile 
justice, systems collaboration, and multi-system 
interventions for youth dually-involved in 
the child welfare and juvenile justice system.  
Currently, she is engaged in research and 
evaluation projects that focus on examining 
outcomes of commercially sexually exploited 

youth admitted to a specialized treatment program, evaluating 
the implementation of systems of cares across Florida, assessing 
collaboration among child-serving agencies, evaluating cultural and 
linguistic competency within systems of care, exploring collaboration 
among coalition partners for the purpose of enhancing the mental 
health and well-being of men and boys, and assessing child well-
being outcomes for youth served by Florida’s child welfare system. 
Recently, under the advisement of Dr. Mary Armstrong, Monica 
wrote and submitted a grant application aimed at improving child 
permanency, safety and well-being, as well as adult recovery and 
stability from substance use.  Monica has presented her research at 
a number of national conferences including the Research & Policy 
Conference on Child, Adolescent and Young Adult Behavioral Health, 
the Foster Family-based Treatment Association, the Child Protection 
Summit, the American Society of Criminology conference, and the 
Child Welfare League of America National Conference.  She has also 
submitted a number of manuscripts to peer-reviewed journals and is 
the first author on an article recently accepted to the Journal of Child 
Sexual Abuse. 

Lodi Rohrer, MSPH has expertise in applied social 
research and serves as the primary evaluator 
for several state-funded programs. In the 
past year, she has received funding from the 
Florida Department of Health, the Agency 
for Health Care Administration, and the 
Florida Department of Children and Families 
to evaluate programs in the areas of substance 

abuse prevention, child welfare, medical transportation, and 
integrated health care. As primary evaluator, Lodi is responsible for 
working with multidisciplinary teams to develop data collection 
tools, conduct interviews, and analyze data for evaluation projects. 
She is currently working with DCF on its efforts to combat the 
opioid epidemic in Florida by evaluating its school-based prevention 
programs and overdose prevention trainings.

Natalie Romer, PhD has research interests 
in strength-based approaches to universal 
screening, behavioral health intervention, and 
implementation of multi-tiered systems of 
social and emotional behavior supports. Dr. 
Romer submitted and received funding with 
Dr. Don Kincaid from the Florida Department 
of Education for coordinating, providing 
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Department Chair: Mario Hernandez, PhD

Editor: Storie Miller
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Previous copies of the CFS Quarterly can be found at  
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Giving to CFS
Please consider partnering with us in our efforts to support 
student research, scholarship and activities. Donations can be 
made online, or by mail. For more information, visit http://cfs.
cbcs.usf.edu/donations/, or contact Lisa Isenbeck at (813) 974-
2327, or lisenbeck@usf.edu.

Research News

Dr. Lauren Evanovich Among Presenters  
at Pasco County Anti-Bullying Event 
Dr. Lauren Evanovich was one of three presenters who shared their 
work on preventing bullying and creating safer, more inclusive 
learning environments at a recent Pasco County Public Schools event, 
Together We Stand Pasco Youth & Community Summit. She provides 
technical assistance to Pasco County and other Florida school districts 
through the Florida Positive Behavior Interventions & Support 
Project funded by the Florida Department of Education, Bureau of 
Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS). 

During the presentation, Dr. Evanovich led educators through an 
exercise on effective classroom circles, in which students and their 
teacher gather in a circle to talk about school-wide expectations, class 
experiences, or even review curriculum. 

“When educators take steps to create connections between circle 
participants, for instance by having everyone share how they’re 
feeling or their favorite color, and are careful to make sure everyone is 
included and heard, classroom circles can go a long way in building 
relationships,” said Dr. Evanovich. “Those relationships form the basis 
for more effective conflict resolution in the classroom and overall school 
culture.” (Excerpt from USF News Channel, Story by Rachel Pleasant.)

Jennifer Bleck, PhD has research interests in 
obesity prevention, bariatric surgery, positive 
youth development, and the co-occurrence of 
ADHD and eating disorders. She has recently 
published several articles on subsequent obesity 
and eating disorders among children and 
adolescents with ADHD and has submitted 

a proposal to the National Institutes of Health to continue this 
research. Jennifer was awarded a USF New Researcher Award to 
work with the Tampa General Hospital Bariatric Surgery Center 
and investigate the prevalence and impact of ADHD on obese 
adolescents seeking weight loss surgery. Along with faculty from 
the Department of Psychology, she will be collecting data from 
new patients at the center and exploring the impact of ADHD 
symptoms on their weight loss success and psychological well-being. 
Jennifer is continuing her work with bariatric surgery patients and 
in collaboration with Dr. Marilyn Stern and colleagues in Brazil, she 
will be submitting an NIH grant this winter to expand this research 
to pregnancy outcomes post-bariatric surgery. Additionally, in 
collaboration with Dr. Stern, she has submitted several proposals to 
the NIH and Florida-based Foundations to support clinical research 
of behavioral interventions for obesity prevention in a range of 
adolescent populations including cancer survivors and Latino youth 
living in rural communities in Florida.

David Chiriboga Serves on APA Multicultural 
Guidelines Revision Task Force
Since 2015, Dr. David Chiriboga has served on the American 
Psychological Association’s five-person task force to revise the 
Guidelines on Multicultural Education, Training, Research, Practice 
and Organizational Change for Psychologists, 2002 (Multicultural 
Guidelines). Retitled Multicultural Guidelines: A Reconsideration 
and Applications and approved by APA’s Council in August 2017, 
the document reflects the significant growth in research and 
theory regarding multicultural contexts since the original 2002 
guidance was adopted. It encourages psychologists to consider how 
knowledge and understanding of intersectional identity develops 
from and is disseminated within professional psychological practice. 
The Guidelines incorporate broad reference group identities such as 
Black/African American/Black American, White/White American, 
and Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander to acknowledge within 
group differences and the role of self-definition on identity. The 
Board of the Advancement of Psychology in the Public Interest’s 
intends that the document continue to serve as the state-of-the-
science in multicultural competency education and training, service 
delivery and research.


