
Adult Mental Health 

FMHI Affiliates participate in various research projects regarding adult mental health. Some 
common research themes within the topic are interventions that address substance abuse and co-
occurring disorders, policy analyses dealing with adults diagnosed with a mental disorder, 
homelessness, and community behavioral health. 

FMHI Affiliates:  

Timothy Boaz, Ph.D.is an Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law and 
Policy. He earned his PhD in Clinical Psychology at the University of Kansas in 1986 and 
completed his Clinical Psychology Pre-Doctoral Internship training in behavioral medicine and 
neuropsychology at the Brown University Program in Medicine, Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Medicine in Providence, RI. A Licensed Psychologist in the State of Florida, his 
primary research interests involve evaluation of public mental health programs and the use of 
administrative data sets in mental health policy research. 

Annette Christy, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law and 
Policy. Dr. Christy's work is at the nexus of mental health services and criminal justice research. 
She directs the Baker Act Reporting Center, which involves the receipt and analysis of statewide 
civil commitment data. This has led to work investigating emergency commitment as it relates to 
various issue and populations. Her work has also included studies of specialty courts (Broward 
County Mental Health Court evaluation), coercion into outpatient care (MacArthur Network on 
Mandated Community Treatment study), as well as competence to proceed (report quality for 
children and adults, as well as the timing of movement of adults through various stages in the 
process). 

Mark Engelhardt, M.S., M.S.W., ACSW is a Faculty Research Associate in the Department of 
Mental Health Law and Policy. He provides training and consultation to various state agencies, 
county governments, advocacy groups, and mental health and substance abuse providers 
throughout the State of Florida. Mr. Engelhardt concentrates on systems development with an 
emphasis on policy-making and program development. 

Gregory Teague, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law & 
Policy. He received his PhD in Clinical Psychology and Public Practice from Harvard 
University. Specific research interests have included fidelity to program models, effectiveness of 
consumer-operated services, involvement of persons with mental illnesses in the criminal justice 
system, performance measurement, self-directed care, cost-effectiveness of services for people 
with co-occurring serious mental illness and substance use disorders, and consumer-provider 
relationships. 

Rick Weinberg, Ph.D. is a Clinical Associate Professor in the Rehabilitation and Mental Health 
Counseling (RMHC) program. He earned a PhD in Clinical-Community Psychology from USF, 
and was a Clinical Fellow at Harvard Medical School/Mass General Hospital. For 25 years, he 
directed the APA-accredited predoctoral psychology internship at FMHI and in 2003 was 
awarded APPIC's Internship Excellence award. In 2009, Dr. Weinberg moved to RMHC where 



he teaches Couple's Therapy, Family Therapy, and Medical Family Therapy in the Master's 
program; and Behavioral Health & the Family for the Behavioral Healthcare program. Since 
2013, Dr. Weinberg has taught a course, Intimate Relationships for the USF in Florence Summer 
Abroad program. In 2014, Dr. Weinberg was awarded USF's Outstanding Teaching Award. 

 

Jim Winarski, M.S.W. joined the faculty in the Department of Mental Health Law & Policy in 
February 2004. He provides technical assistance and training in the areas of assessment, 
development, and implementation of behavioral health programs, with a special focus on 
recovery-oriented services for persons with serious mental illnesses and services for persons who 
are homeless. Mr. Winarski has been working in coordination with state and local authorities to 
transform Florida's mental health system to a recovery/resiliency orientation. 

 

Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Affiliates conducting research on autism and developmental disabilities are internationally 
recognized for their research and expertise. CBCS is home to national and state centers such as 
the Center for Autism & Related Disabilities (CARD), the Florida Center for Inclusive 
Communities, the USF Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, Learning Academy 
& the Learning Academy Employment Services, Partnership for Effective Programs for Students 
with Autism (PEPSA), and the Interdisciplinary Center for Evaluation and Intervention (ICEI).  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Karen Berkman, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Child and Family Studies 
and the Executive Director of CARD-USF (Center for Autism and Related Disabilities) and the 
Director of the Learning Academy at the USF and St. Petersburg College (SPC) locations.  She 
coordinates all project activities and provides administrative supervision at the CARD-USF 
Tampa site, the Highlands regional site and FGCU site. Governor Charlie Crist selected her to be 
a member of the Governor’s Florida Autism Task Force for a four-year period to develop a 
statewide plan to serve those individuals diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder.  Dr. 
Berkman is recognized for her seminal work on challenging behavior and lifestyle planning as 
well as creative program development for individuals with developmental disabilities.    

Howard Goldstein, Ph.D. is the Associate Dean for Research and the College liaison for all 
research processes, including sponsored research. His primary focus on research has been on 
early intervention and prevention, especially in the following areas: observational learning and 
generalization processes in language learning, peer-mediated interventions to promote social 
communication in children with autism and other developmental disabilities in inclusive 
preschools, effects of vocabulary and phonics intervention on preventing reading disabilities in 
at-risk children in low-income schools, and embedding interventions focusing on language, 
vocabulary, and phonological awareness skills into shared book reading. Currently, he is 
investigating school- and home-based interventions to improve language and literacy outcomes 
in children with developmental delays in high poverty communities.  



Michael Greeson is a Research Support Specialist with the Florida Center for Inclusive 
Communities in the Department of Child & Family Studies. 

 

Child Welfare  

There are numerous training and research projects conducted by FMHI Affiliates that focus on 
child welfare, foster care, evaluation of mental health services, and policy research related to 
children and families. Categories include child welfare system and practice improvement, 
community supports, and facts, figures, and data support on child well-being.  

FMHI Affiliates:  

Catherine Batsche, Ph.D. came to USF in 1992 and served as the first Associate Dean for the 
Florida Mental Health Institute.  She is currently serving as the Associate Dean for the College 
of Behavioral & Community Sciences.  Her background as a school psychologist guided her 
early research and teaching in the area of children’s mental health.  She subsequently worked 
with several FMHI faculty to pursue research related to children in foster care, particularly those 
who were transitioning from foster care to independent living and postsecondary education.  Dr. 
Batsche became certified as a Mental Health First Aid instructor in 2014 and has integrated 
MHFA training into the curriculum of the Behavioral Healthcare undergraduate degree at USF.  
Dr. Batsche was instrumental in developing the Summer Research Institute @ FMHI (2006 – 
2017) and the Ph.D. in Behavioral and Community Sciences that admitted its first class in Fall, 
2017.   

Areana Cruz, M.S., Ed. is a Social and Behavioral Researcher in the Department of Child & 
Family Studies. Her background is in Psychology and Mental Health Counseling. She has 
research experience in adolescent substance abuse, stigmatization of parental help-seeking 
behaviors, and the early detection of early cognitive impairment in neurodegenerative and other 
brain disorders. She is currently involved in evaluation research for the Florida Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) and the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA). 

Melissa Johnson, M.A., M.P.H. is an applied anthropologist and senior social and behavioral 
researcher in the Department of Child and Family Studies. She performs research on child 
welfare and children's mental health services, both within the state of Florida and nationally. 

Monica Landers, M.A., M.S.W. is a Social and Behavioral Researcher in the Department of 
Child & Family Studies. Monica endeavors to utilize her educational background and work 
experiences in order to positively affect the lives of adolescents involved in, or who are at risk of 
involvement in, the juvenile justice system. While completing her graduate education, Monica 
has held several positions in direct care with at-risk adolescents at a juvenile detention facility, 
juvenile residential facility, and an alternative school, as well as youth involved in the child 
welfare system. 

Cathy Sowell, M.S.W., L.C.S.W. is a licensed clinical social worker and senior social and 
behavioral researcher in the Department of Child & Family Studies. She has clinical, 



administrative, consultation, and evaluation experience related to child, family and adult mental 
health and wellness, early childhood development, integration of physical and mental health 
services, and child welfare practice. Her work at USF has included local, state, and federally 
funded initiatives focused on early childhood emotional and behavioral challenges, promotion of 
child and family well-being, child welfare services, and child, adolescent, and young adult 
mental health care, with an interest in quality of care, innovative and best practices, and system 
change implementation.  

Amy Vargo, Ph.D. is an anthropologist and faculty member in the Department of Child & 
Family Studies with over eighteen years’ experience in behavioral health and child welfare 
service evaluation and provision. She currently serves as a Co-PI to Florida’s Title IV-E Waiver 
Evaluation, as well as Co-PI for the implementation analysis of the State of Utah and State of 
Idaho IV-E Waiver evaluations. Dr. Vargo’s previous research experience includes serving as PI 
of the Child Welfare Prepaid Mental Healthcare Evaluation, a study focused on examining the 
mental health needs of children in foster care receiving Medicaid-funded mental health services. 
Of particular interest methodologically are holistic and participatory approaches to program 
evaluation, and in-depth, exploratory studies of external and contextual variables impacting child 
welfare system change.   

Svetlana Yampolskaya, Ph.D. is a Research Associate Professor in the Department of Child & 
Family Studies. Dr. Yampolskaya's research focuses on prevention of violence against children 
and improving outcomes for youth in the child protection system. She has been principal 
investigator and co-investigator on numerous studies examining issues related to child 
maltreatment, fatal child abuse, mental health, and involvement with juvenile justice among 
youth in the child protection system. 

 

Children’s Mental Health Systems of Care 

Systems of care provide effective community-based services for youth with or susceptible to a 
mental health diagnosis. They help both children and their families address any cultural and 
linguistic needs to live a better life at home, in school, and in the community. This concept 
emphasizes the importance of helping a child with mental health problems reach his or her 
potential.  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Rene Anderson is a Human Services Program Specialist for the Division of State and Local 
Support in the Department of Child and Family Studies. Her role is to provide the perspective 
and experience she has gained as a parent who has navigated the education, mental health, child 
welfare and juvenile justice systems on behalf of her child who is diagnosed with serious mental 
health problems. 

Norin Dollard, Ph.D. is a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Child and Family 
Studies. She has over twenty years of services research and evaluation experience in the area of 



behavioral health needs of children and families and has been responsible for or directed all 
aspects of the research process including design, implementation, analysis, interpretation and 
dissemination.  Currently she is the Director of Florida KIDS COUNT. 

Tracy-Ann Gilbert-Smith, M.S. is a Social and Behavioral Researcher in the Division of 
Training, Research, Evaluation and Demonstrations (TREaD). Tracy-Ann is the Project Director 
for the Online Learning in Children's Mental Health, and a teaching assistant for the Graduate 
Certificate in Children's Mental Health. In addition, she is the logistics and off-site coordinator 
for the System of Care Practice Review (SOCPR-R) site visits. She is also responsible for 
research management, the collection and analysis of data, scanning public agency and private 
foundation websites for grant opportunities, and gathering and developing literature base. 

Sharon Hodges, Ph.D., M.B.A is a Research Associate Professor and Division Director in the 
Department of Child and Family Studies. As an applied organizational anthropologist. Dr. 
Hodges has more than 20 years of experience working with community coalitions in children's 
mental health. Her research, training, and technical assistance efforts have focused on service 
system development and change, and her expertise includes qualitative and applied ethnographic 
field methods. 

Carol MacKinnon-Lewis, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Child and Family Studies. 
Her areas of research and professional interest include adolescents' family and peer interactions, 
social information processing, and youth aggression in the family and school. She has conducted 
longitudinal research focusing on the transition to middle school in which she examined family, 
peer, and school factors that contribute to aggression and academic outcomes. More recently her 
research has included the use of technology as a vehicle for the dissemination and 
implementation of preventive interventions, training, and practices in the field. 

Stephen Roggenbaum, M.A. has been at USF since 1983. His experience includes training, 
consultation, and evaluation in residential programs for children with emotional disturbances, 
evaluation and case review projects, curriculum development, and technical assistance support to 
contracts/grants. Mr. Roggenbaum's primary areas of research focus include child welfare and 
suicide prevention. 
 

Criminal Justice 

Many people involved in the criminal justice system have diagnosable mental illnesses or 
substance abuse disorders. The delivery of services and the development of effective 
interventions to avoid recidivism are critical in reducing criminal behaviors. Various studies 
focus on the interaction of the behavioral health and criminal justice systems.  

FMHI Affiliates:  

Karen Mann, M.S. is the Program Director for the Criminal Justice, Mental Health, and 
Substance Abuse (CJMHSA) Technical Assistance Center in the Department of Mental Health 
Law and Policy.  She provides technical assistance to CJMHSA grantees (providers, managing 



entities, and counties) to increase opportunities to divert individuals with substance use, mental 
health, or co-occurring disorders from the criminal and juvenile justice systems.   

Roger Peters, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law and Policy where he 
has served as a faculty member since 1986, and as Department Chair from 2004-2011.  Dr. 
Peters holds a joint appointment in USF’s College of Public Health. Dr. Peters has served as PI 
and Director for numerous grant projects, including a NIDA P30 Research Core Center on Co-
Occurring Disorders, Justice, and Multidisciplinary Research. Dr. Peters served as Chair and Co-
Editor of the SAMHSA/CSAT Treatment Improvement Protocol (TIP) #44 on “Substance Abuse 
Treatment for Adults in the Criminal Justice System”. Dr. Peters is also the lead author of the 
monograph “Screening and Assessment of Co-Occurring Disorders in the Justice System” (3rd 
edition) which was published by SAMHSA in 2016. 

Dr. Peters is a faculty member of the National Judicial College and serves on the Florida 
Supreme Court’s Task Force for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Issues in the Courts.  He 
received a Fulbright Specialist Grant and served in Ghana in June 2015 as a Fulbright Scholar 
with the University of Cape Coast, College of Health and Allied Sciences, Department of Mental 
Health.  He received a second Fulbright Specialist Grant which will be conducted in Asuncion, 
Paraguay in August-September, 2017 in collaboration with colleagues at the Universidad 
Catolica.  Dr. Peters currently serves as Director of the Universal Treatment Curriculum (UTC) 
Coordinating Center for North American Universities at USF, which is supported by the 
Colombo Plan with funding by the U.S. Department of State/INL. He recently helped to establish 
the International Consortium of Universities for Drug Demand Reduction (ICUDDR).   

M. Scott Young, Ph.D. is a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Mental Health 
Law and Policy. Combining his interests in both MIS and psychology, Dr. Young has received 
and worked on grants and contracts using behavioral healthcare administrative data sets to 
examine mental health and substance use policy issues, and he has collaborated on corrections 
and community-based mental health and substance abuse treatment evaluations at the system, 
agency, and program-levels. 

 

Health Reform/Managed Care/Integrated Care 

In 1996, Florida’s Medicaid authority, the Agency for Health Care Administration, implemented 
the Prepaid Mental Health Plan under the authority of a 1915(b) waiver from the Federal Health 
Care Financing Administration, now known as the Center for Medicare and Medicaid. At that 
time, the Louis de la Parte Mental Health Institute (FMHI) was selected by the Agency to 
evaluate the effects of the Florida Prepaid Mental Health Plan. From that first contract, the 
relationship with the Agency for Health Care Administration grew into a partnership of shared 
research and evaluation interests, with university resources matched with Medicaid funding.  

Integrated care combines general healthcare and behavioral healthcare into one setting. Affiliates 
doing research on integrated care have found that it provides a very effective approach to treating 



people with various healthcare needs. In the long run, combining the two types of healthcare can 
be more cost efficient and more helpful in helping the patient live a healthier life.  

FMHI Affiliates:  

Mary Armstrong, Ph.D. Specializing in state and local government evaluation and policy 
analysis, Dr. Armstrong is the Executive Director of the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health 
Institute, and Associate Professor, Department of Child and Family Studies. Dr. Armstrong’s 
specific areas of interests include the impact of financing arrangements on at risk children and 
families including Medicaid managed care health care reform, IV-E Waivers and child welfare 
privatization, and cross-system financing of effective systems of care. Related topics include the 
integration of physical health and behavioral health, informal supports and mental health literacy 
for caregivers of at risk children, and the effectiveness of out of home settings for children with 
behavioral health needs. Dr. Armstrong serves as a board member and is immediate past 
President of the American Orthopsychiatric Association.  

Roger Boothroyd, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law & Policy and 
holds a faculty appointment in the College of Public Health. He has been conducting mental 
health services research for the past 20 years. He received his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology, 
specializing in measurement, evaluation, and research design. He teaches courses in research 
methodology, program evaluation, and statistics. Dr. Boothroyd was formerly a Research 
Scientist with the New York State Office of Mental Health where he directed various federally-
funded research and demonstration projects. 

Amber Gum, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law & Policy. 
Her research focuses on mental health service utilization and delivery for older adults with 
depression. She conducts collaborative, community-based research to integrate mental health 
services into non-specialty settings and to improve collaboration among professionals working 
across service sectors. She currently has a grant from the Retirement Research Foundation to 
implement a holistic senior wellness program in faith-based settings in collaboration with five 
local predominantly African-American churches. 

Lodi Rohrer, M.S.P.H. is a Senior Social and Behavioral Researcher in the Department of Child 
and Family Studies. Her primary responsibilities include directing and managing evaluations of 
behavioral health programs. Currently, Ms. Rohrer is the project director for an evaluation of 
Florida's managed care program that serves individuals with serious mental illness. She also 
manages national evaluation efforts for a federally funded system of care grantee community. 
Ms. Rohrer has extensive experience with creating protocols for data collection and conducting 
data analysis of primary and secondary data sets, including large administrative databases. 

 

HIV/AIDS 

The University of South Florida Center for HIV Education and Research provides healthcare 
professionals throughout the state with the latest research in regards to the treatment, 
management, and prevention of HIV and AIDS. The follow are programs that are currently 



taking place within the Center: Perinatal HIV Transmission Prevention Program, Project Latino 
STYLE, and S.H.A.R.E. Haiti—Syndemic HIV/AIDS Research and Education for Haiti. 

FMHI Affiliates: 

Celia Lescano, Ph.D. received her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. (Clinical and Health Psychology – 
concentration in Clinical Child/Pediatric area) from the University of Florida, and completed an 
APA-approved internship in clinical psychology at the University of Miami. Dr. Lescano has 
published widely, has been actively involved in professional psychology activities at the national 
level, and has successfully developed a program of funded research with support totaling more 
than $14 million.  She recently completed a 5-year $2.4 million R01 grant from NIMH (Latino 
STYLE) to study the efficacy of a family-based HIV prevention program with Latino 
populations and currently has a $1.7 million NICHD-funded R24 grant (SHARE Haiti; MPI: 
Rahill) to improve the infrastructure and provide HIV research training to faculty at the State 
University of Haiti.  

Khary Rigg. Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law & Policy. 
His primary research interests involve the use, abuse, and diversion of controlled prescription 
medications (e.g., opioids, sedatives, stimulants), and HIV prevention/treatment among African-
Americans. Dr. Rigg is also interested in veterans' post-deployment mental health, pain 
management in patients with mental disorders, theories of behavioral change, racial/ethnic health 
care disparities, and mixed method/community-based participatory research. 

 

Older Adults and Adult Behavioral Health 

Faculty and staff at FMHI conduct research regarding older adults and adult behavioral health in 
the following areas: aging and health; cognitive aging and Alzheimer's disease; mental health 
and disparities and public policy and long-term care. Research conducted in such topics aims to 
improve clinical practice, public policy, and the well-being of older adults and their families. 

FMHI Affiliates:  

Amber Gum, Ph.D.—See bio under Health Reform/Managed Care/Integrated Care  

William Haley, Ph.D. is a Professor in the School of Aging Studies. His research focuses on 
stress, coping, and adaptation in older adults and their family members. This work has examined 
psychological, social and health impacts experienced by family members caring for relatives 
with Alzheimer's disease, stroke, cancer and terminal illness. His research also focuses on the 
development and evaluation of psychoeducational interventions to improve the adaptation of 
older adults facing stressful circumstances, including family caregiving, chronic illness, and 
bereavement. Current funded projects focus on family caregiving in stroke, and helping cancer 
patients cope with the stresses of chemotherapy. 

Kathryn Hyer, Ph.D., M.P.P. is a Professor in the School of Aging Studies. Her research is on the 
organization, staffing, training, policies, and financing of long-term care in varied settings along 
the continuum of long-term care. She is interested in the impact of state and federal regulations 



on assisted living and nursing home residents' quality of care and quality of life, especially at the 
end of life. Her research includes program evaluation with a special emphasis on evaluation of 
geriatric educational interventions for health professionals and students. 

Jennifer Lister, Ph.D., CCC-A, FAAA is a Professor in the Department of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders. She holds the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Audiology (CCC-A) 
from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Audiology, and is a Licensed Audiologist by the State of Florida Department of 
Health. Her areas of research interest are aging, auditory processing, auditory training, and 
cortical auditory evoked potentials. She is currently studying methods of assessing and 
remediating age-related auditory processing disorders, with the ultimate goal of creating tools 
that may be of use to clinical audiologists in treating older adult patients. 

Brent Small, Ph.D. is Professor and Director in the School of Aging Studies at the University of 
South Florida (USF), a Senior Member in the Health Behaviors and Outcomes program, and the 
Biostatistics Resource Core at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute, and 
holds courtesy joint appointments in the Department of Psychology and College of Nursing at 
USF. Dr. Small’s research has focused broadly on changes in cognitive performance, but 
specifically among persons undergoing treatment for cancer, cancer survivors, as well as older 
adults and those at risk of late-life dementing disorders. His research has also focused on the role 
of cognitive reserve and lifestyle activities on the maintenance of cognitive functioning in late 
life. Dr. Small’s applied statistics research has focused on the use of advanced statistical analytic 
techniques within these populations, especially the application of advanced multivariate and 
multivariable statistical techniques to longitudinal data. 

Paul Stiles, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor and Associate Chair in the Department of Mental 
Health Law & Policy. In addition to a substantive focus on geriatric mental health services and 
policy, his research has involved the compilation, integration, analysis and dissemination of 
relatively large administrative data sets (e.g. Medicaid/Medicare eligibility and claims files, 
national hospital surveys, state mental health service regulatory databases) and the application of 
findings to public mental health systems and the mental health of older persons. 

 

Process of Learning 

Adult learning is an area of interest for some FMHI Affiliates. These Affiliates are interested in 
researching the most efficient methods in which students at the undergraduate and graduate level 
perceive the information they receive in the classroom and process it in order to apply it to real 
life scenarios. Students learn best when they alter their study habits to match their personal 
needs. Evaluation of such habits is important to determine if he or she should lean towards a new 
approach. 

FMHI Affiliates: 

Claudia Dold, M.A. is the Assistant University Librarian at the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 
Health Institute (FMHI) Research Library. Her driving interest is the process of learning: How 



do people learn? What are the most effective and efficient ways to present information to today's 
college and graduate students? How do students want their information delivered? What 
information is most useful to them? What information do they need that they don't realize they 
need, and how to present that information so they will realize they need to pay attention?  These 
questions have driven her interests in creating the Research Handbook for the Behavioral Health 
Sciences, videos, and other teaching modules for the CBCS learning community. 

Ardis Hanson, Ph.D. is a Research Coordinator at the College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences (CBCS) at the University of South Florida. She was the former director of the Louis de 
la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute Research Library. Ardis received her doctorate in 
Communication, with a focus on organizational and health communication, and her Master of 
Arts in Library and Information Science from the University of South Florida.  

 

Promotion of Health Equity 

Research conducted on the promotion of health equity addresses the unequal dissemination of 
services to a particular population, which may be rooted in a variety of factors, such as cultural 
differences, socioeconomic status, or geographic location. Such factors are linked to the social 
determinants of health and result in health disparities across populations.  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Linda Callejas, Ph.D. is a Research Assistant Professor. She conducts research and evaluation in 
the areas of collaborative community development initiatives, behavioral health disparities 
among minority populations, and racial and ethnic identity formation, especially among U.S. 
Latino populations. Dr. Callejas’ research and evaluation activities have often employed mixed 
methods design, with an emphasis on utilizing qualitative research as a means for understanding 
complex social processes and capturing essential aspects of social phenomena from the 
perspective of study participants, especially with regard to the motivations that underlie social 
behaviors such as those associated with health and wellness. 

David Chiriboga, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Child & Family Studies. His ongoing 
work includes a statewide study of mental and physical health disparities in Florida, an 
evaluation of 11 dementia-specific adult day centers, and a three state study of how the limited 
English proficiency of older Korean immigrants affects health care utilization. He has a long 
history of producing outstanding researchers in the field of aging, serving as a mentor for 
numerous postdoctoral fellows and students. 

Kyaien Conner, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law and 
Policy. Her research investigates the factors that influence disparities in mental health service 
utilization and treatment outcomes for African American elders with depression. For several 
years, Dr. Conner has worked as a licensed community-based mental health practitioner in 
predominantly low-income African American communities, where she witnessed disparities in 
mental health diagnosis and treatment, mistrust in the mental health service delivery system and 
negative attitudes toward seeking mental health treatment.  



Ruby Joseph, M.P.A is an Assistant-In-Research in the Department of Child and Family Studies.  
Her primary interests are in research, evaluation, and service implementation of programs that 
benefit minority populations and communities. She is particularly interested in issues that affect 
the mental, educational, and social development of youth. Ms. Joseph was the PI/Program 
Director for the GEAR-UP program, which is a multi-year, federally and locally funded program 
that served low-income, minority youth by preparing them for graduation and placing them into 
post-secondary careers in vocational/technical schools, community and four-year universities. 

Roxann McNeish, Ph.D., M.S.W. is a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Child 
and Family Studies. Her overall research interests focus on behavioral health policy, services and 
their impacts on individuals and families, particularly vulnerable and minority populations. Her 
other research interests lie in the area of child welfare and she has been the PI or team member 
for a variety of research studies in this area. Her current work includes evaluating the Making 
Connections Initiative, a national community-based initiative to promote the mental health well-
being of minority boys and men; and evaluating the SAMHSA funded expansion and 
sustainability of the system of care for children’s mental health in Florida.  

Victor Molinari, Ph.D., ABPP is the post-doctoral representative of the Council of Professional 
Geropsychology Training Programs and a member of APA's Task Force on Serious Mental 
Illness and Severe Emotional Disorders. He is a fellow of APA's Division 20 (Adult 
Development & Aging) and the Behavioral and Social Sciences section of The Gerontological 
Society of America. His major research interests include mental health outcomes in long term 
care sites, serious mental illness in nursing homes, reminiscence therapy, and personality 
disorder in older adults. 

Paul Stiles, Ph.D.—See bio under Older Adults and Adult Behavioral Health 

Research Methodology 

Affiliates under the research methodology theme further investigate the types of data collection 
and data analysis methods commonly used in various studies. Research methodology can help to 
examine the validity of a particular system. It can also help the researcher decide which method, 
materials, and training in techniques need to be used out of the various existing methods for his 
or her study. 

FMHI Affiliates: 

Shelley Clarke, M.A., BCBA is an Associate in Research, within The Florida Center for 
Inclusive Communities in the Department of Child & Family Studies.  Ms. Clarke has co-
authored over twenty-five peer-reviewed articles and four book chapters reflecting applied 
research in home, school and community settings. Ms. Clarke has disseminated her work across 
a number of international research conferences for the last 20 years. Her current interests include 
collaboration with families and schools in an effort to develop interventions for children with 
challenging behavior that reflect the use of evidence based practices. Ms. Clarke has also 
participated and created a number of measures that address the documentation of fidelity and 



implementation supports, practice based coaching and a variety of empirical assessments to 
capture child behavior change, areas of positive parenting, and quality of life issues.   

Beom S. Lee, Ph.D. is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law & 
Policy with a joint appointment with the Department of Economics, where he is teaching. Dr. 
Lee provides expertise in economic modeling and advanced statistical procedures (including 
Monte Carlo simulation, computational statistics, and cluster analysis). Dr. Lee’s main research 
topic is extracting hidden information from randomized controlled trials. For example, he is 
developing statistical methods to reveal the profiles of the people who would receive most 
benefits from the intervention in clinical trials. 

Kerry Littlewood, Ph.D. is an Instructor in the School of Social Work. She received her PhD in 
Social Work from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She currently teaches 
Research and Statistics, and Evaluation of Clinical Practice in Diverse Settings. Her research 
experience includes intervention design, multilevel modeling, multivariate methods, mixed 
methods, psychometrics, and secondary data analyses. Dr. Littlewood has been PI or Co-PI on 
many grants and contracts related to kinship care, evidence-based parent education programs, 
and intervention success on women with diabetes. 

John Robst, Ph.D. is a Research Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law 
and Policy, and Department of Economics, and a Research Associate with the Institute for Study 
of Labor (IZA) in Bonn, Germany.  Dr. Robst’s research interests include issues related to health 
economics and the economics of education, and has recently focused on youth in out-of-home 
care. He served as PI for a study on the Effect of Medicaid Reform on Baker Acts and Criminal 
Justice Encounters, and has been an investigator on projects funded by the Florida Agency for 
Health Care Administration, and Ortho-McNeil Janssen Scientific Affairs. He has published 
numerous refereed articles in journals including the Journal of Child and Family Studies, 
Children and Youth Services Review, Community Mental Health, Residential Treatment for 
Children and Youth. He has served as an Associate Editor for the Economics of Education 
Review and Research in Labor Economics. 
 
 
Substance Use 

Affiliates in this area conduct research in regards to substance abuse in many contexts. Common 
substance use themes are prevention of substance abuse problems and effective interventions 
used to treat substance abusers. Affiliates provide training and consultation to state agencies, 
advocacy groups, and substance abuse providers statewide. Previous studies have sought to 
engage clients into continuing treatment and eventually becoming substance free.  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Holly Hills, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor and Chair in the Department of Mental Health Law 
and Policy. In addition to her teaching and research duties at USF, she does training and 
consulting with service providers and systems focused on improving care for persons with 
serious mental illness and addictive disorders. 



Kathleen Moore, Ph.D. is a Research Associate Professor in the Department of Mental Health 
Law and Policy. For the past 17 years, she has collaborated with mental health and substance 
abuse agencies as well as different problem-solving courts on numerous federal grant projects. 
Her focus is on program evaluation, bridging the gap between research and practice. She also 
teaches several core courses within our Behavioral Healthcare major and is a trainer for Mental 
Health First Aid. Additionally, she oversees the research concentration program within the 
Behavioral Healthcare major and serves as a mentor for numerous USF undergraduate and 
graduate students. She also serves on several committees, both within USF and in the community 
such as the Hillsborough County Anti-Drug Alliance and the Tampa Alcohol Coalition. 
 
Roger Peters, Ph.D. — See bio under Criminal Justice 
 
Khary Rigg, Ph.D.—See bio under HIV/AIDS 
 
M. Scott Young, Ph.D.—See bio under Criminal Justice 
 

Cary Hopkins Eyles, M.A., CAP is the Assistant Director of the UTC Coordinating Center for 
North American Universities in the Department of Mental Health Law & Policy.  She has more 
than 12 years of experience working in non-profit organizations in the field of substance abuse 
and mental health.  Her research, presentations, and training sessions have focused on a range of 
criminological and behavioral health areas including: typologies of offenders in school 
shootings, the juvenile death penalty, gender specific addiction treatment, trauma-informed care 
in behavioral health, domestic violence, and co-occurring capable care, among others.  She has 
served on, and chaired, many committees to enact change locally. 

 

Trauma and Violence 

Research in this area addresses acute and chronic trauma that results from violence and/or 
neglect and, in turn, results in violence and/or neglect in the following generations as well as 
disenfranchisement from society, such as homelessness. Interventions that effectively change 
violence and neglectful behaviors and subsequent sequelae for victims and perpetrators can 
change the short and long-term outcomes of all persons involved in an interpersonal relationship 
or community setting.  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Carla Stover, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor and clinical psychologist in the Department of 
Mental Health Law and Policy. She has extensive clinical experience with families impacted by 
trauma and domestic violence including police-mental health collaboration with the Child 
Development-Community Policing Program, early intervention, and longer-term evidence based 
treatments including Trauma Focused-CBT and Child Parent Psychotherapy. 

Kathleen Heide, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Criminology. Her publication record 
includes four books and more than 100 publications in the areas of adolescent homicide, 



parricide, family violence, personality assessment, and trauma. Her latest book, Understanding 
Parricide: When Sons and Daughters Kill Parents, is the culmination of her 25 years of research 
and clinical evaluation involving parricide victims and offenders. Professor Heide is a licensed 
mental health professional and a court-appointed expert. She has evaluated defendants charged 
with murder in 14 states and Canada. 

 

Veterans’ Behavioral Health and Homelessness  

Veterans are a population of interest for multiple studies conducted in FMHI.  These studies 
focus on the topics of substance use, mental health problems, and homelessness among veterans. 
There are also studies that evaluate services intended to help veterans.  

FMHI Affiliates: 

Colleen Clark, Ph.D. is a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law 
& Policy and a Licensed Clinical Psychologist. Her research, clinical, and administrative 
professional life has focused on improving the lives of people with serious mental illnesses by 
working with community partners. She has been the PI on numerous national initiatives to 
address problems affecting their lives including homelessness, co-occurring disorders such as 
alcoholism, homeless families, gender differences, the effects of violence/trauma/abuse, and 
parenting. 

Tina Dillahunt-Aspillaga, Ph.D., CRC. CVE, CLCP is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Child & Family Studies. Her research focuses on the reintegration of veterans with TBI into 
their communities, improving patient and caregiver quality of life. Dr. Dillahunt-Aspillaga 
carries a number of specialty certifications to work effectively with individuals with TBI and 
their families/caregivers. Certified as a Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC), a Vocational Evaluator 
(CVE), a Life Care Planner (CLCP), and as a Brain Injury Specialist Trainer (CBIST), she is 
knowledgeable about the immediate, as well as short and long-term, needs of persons with TBI 
and their families/caregivers. 

Sondra J. Fogel, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the School of Social Work. She is the 
founding Director of Special Program for the USF Honors College. Dr. Fogel is a 1994 graduate 
of the social work Ph.D. program at the University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign. She received 
her Master of Science in Social Work (MSSW) from Columbia University in 1983. Dr. Fogel 
completed her double major psychology and sociology undergraduate degree in 1980 at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo. Dr. Fogel has a LCSW and is a Florida qualified social work 
supervisor. 


