
 

 

What is EcoMentors? 

EcoMentors is a program through which USF advanced undergraduates and masters students design and 

carry out environmental science research projects, mentoring high school students with an interest in the 

environment. EcoMentors and their high school partners will also participate in field trips and other social 

activities. Research projects will be presented at the end of the Spring semester. The time commitment for 

EcoMentors is about 180 hours over the full academic year (or about 4 – 6 hours a week).  Please note 

that all volunteers working with K-12 students must agree to be fingerprinted and submit to a criminal 

background check.  

What are the benefits of becoming an EcoMentor? 

 Develop research skills:  EcoMentors will work with USF faculty and local environmental 

professionals to design and carry out research projects 

 Demonstrate leadership:  Working with one or more high school students, EcoMentors will have 

the opportunity to develop their leadership and mentoring skills 

 Deepen understanding of local environmental issues:  EcoMentor projects will focus on local 

environmental concerns; EcoMentor research can actually make a difference to our region! 

 Strengthen connections:  EcoMentors will have opportunities to work closely with other students, 

with faculty and area environmental professionals. These networking opportunities are useful for 

those who will be seeking graduate school admissions or employment. 

Who can become an EcoMentor?   

To participate in the academic program you must be a sophomore, junior or senior; masters students may 

also participate. Students should have a 3.0 GPA in their previous classes. Previous research experience 

(e.g. working as a research assistant; enrolling in a research methods course) is highly recommended. 

EcoMentors requires a full academic year commitment (Fall 2012 – Spring 2013).  If you are planning 

to be away for one semester, or will graduate in Fall, unfortunately you will not be able to participate. 

Can I earn academic credit as an EcoMentor?  Yes; you can earn 3 credits as an  EcoMentor. See below 

for registration instructions. 

Can I be an EcoMentor without earning credits?  Yes, there are noncredit options. See below for 

registration instructions. 



When does the EcoMentors program meet? EcoMentors will  have a set class period on Friday (specific 

time not yet determined), but will not meet every week. There are also likely to be field trips and field 

research experiences outside the Friday meeting time.  

Can my EcoMentors project fulfill my senior project requirements  for my ESP major?  Yes, in 

consultation with Dr. Mizak and Dr. Mark Hafen (EcoMentors instructor) it can.  

Can my EcoMentors project fulfill research requirements in for other majors?  Possibly – we will be 

working with undergraduate directors to explore these options. 

I like the idea of EcoMentors but I can’t commit to the full program in 2012-3. Can I still be involved?  

Yes!  EcoMentors is a program associated with the Student Environmental Association. Any student can 

become an Affilitate of EcoMentors through the SEA, where you can help develop the program and 

participate in field trips. If you’d like to learn more about the SEA and EcoMentors Affiliates, please 

contact Shaza Hussein [shussei2@mail.usf.edu]. 

How to register for EcoMentors in 2012/13: 

1. Contact Dr. Mark Hafen (mhafen@usf.edu) for approval 

2. If you are taking EcoMentors for 3 credits but it is not your ESP senior project:  you will need 

to sign up for EVR 4930 (three credits) one semester, and IDS 4914 (0 credits) for the other 

semester. Please contact us for specific section numbers. 

3. If you will be using EcoMentors as your senior project sign up for IDS 4914 with Dr. Hafen in 

the Fall, and EVR 4910 (ESP Project with Dr. Mizak) in the Spring.  

4. If you do not wish to earn academic credit for your participation sign up for IDS 4914 with 

Dr. Hafen in both Fall and Spring. Your transcript will reflect your participation in this program, 

but you will not receive, or be billed for, credit hours. 
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