
2021-2022 Beekeeping Class at the USF Botanical Gardens 

A comprehensive hands-on introduction to basic beekeeping course held at the USF Botanical Gardens Apiary the third 
Saturday of each month from 10:00 until 12:30. The course is open to all people interested in becoming beekeepers with 
an emphasis on the “backyard beekeeper.” Children under 15 must be accompanied by an adult participant.   

Over the course of 12 classes, student will learn how to: 

● identify activities going on inside the hive 

● establish a new colony of bees 

● divide colonies to increase hives 

● use integrated pest management techniques to keep bees healthy 

● control swarms 

● extract honey 

● manage queens 

Course mentors are Florida Master Beekeepers or experienced beekeepers.   

Course Cost and Registration: This year’s class size is limited to allow for Covid-19 considerations. Please register early to 
ensure your spot.   $180 for twelve classes. $150 for Garden members. (Individual garden membership is only $25. $35 
for a household. $15 for students.) Prepayment to the Botanical Gardens is required. Registration and payment must be 
made via the “Register Now” link on the right side of USF Botanical Gardens’  homepage at http://gardens.usf.edu/ 

Additional Costs: Students should have a veil, hive tool, and smoker at the first class. These are available at the Botanical 
Gardens, through catalogs, or online. Hive kits and bees will be ordered as scheduled below and are additional costs.  

Scheduled lecture and in-hive topics may vary depending on what’s happening in the apiary.  

Date Lecture In Hive 

November 20 Introduction to Bees and Beekeeping First Look Inside the Hive 

December 18 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Reading a Frame 

January 15 – Order Your Hive Kits Setting up Your Apiary In-hive Basic Inspection 
February 19 Hive Building None 

March 19 – Order Your Bees Swarm Control Hiving Your Bees 

April 16 Pick Up Nucs Installing Nucs/Re-queening 

May 21 Q&A, Swarm Control Making splits 

June 18 Queen Biology Re-queening 

July 16 Varroa destructor  Varroa Counts and Treatment 

August 20 Apiary Maintenance Day– Cleaning, repairing, replacing, painting, etc. 

September 17 Honey Extraction, Bottling, Labeling Honey Extraction 

October 15 Winter Preparations, Q&A Inspections and Q&A 

 
Important Note: Students must wear suitable beekeeping attire in the apiary. Closed-toe shoes, long and loose pants, 
long-sleeved shirt, and a veil or a beekeeping suit.  Beekeeping gloves are optional.  

Join our NewBees Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/newbeesconferenceroom 

Address:  12210 USF Pine Drive Tampa FL  33612, on the SW corner of the Tampa campus.  

The mission of the USF Botanical Gardens is to foster appreciation, understanding, and stewardship of our natural and cultural 

botanical heritage through living collections, displays, education and research. 


