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ANT 4034.002 Theories of Culture 
CRN 13925 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m., SOC 132 
Spring Term, 2018 

Instructor:

Dr. Kevin A. Yelvington
Professor 
Department of Anthropology
University of South Florida
Office: SOC 142
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., appointments recommended
Office phone/voicemail: (813) 974-0582 
Office FAX: (813) 974-2668
E-mail: yelvingt@usf.edu
Web page: www.cas.usf.edu/anthropology/faculty/yelvington/

Teaching Assistants: 

Ms. Lisa Armstrong 
Office: SOC 015C 
E-mail: lkarmstr@mail.usf.edu
Office hours: By appointment

Ms. Chantel Bell 
Office: SOC 31
E-mail: chantelbell@mail.usf.edu 
Office hours: By appointment

Learning Outcomes 

Anthropology is and has been a discipline produced in a global context that sees and has seen
itself as having a global scope, and sees and has seen its main goal of documenting human
diversity across time and space. This diversity has often been conceptualized as “cultural.” This
course surveys the history of the culture concept in professional anthropology from the late
nineteenth century to the present. Specific learning outcomes include the following: 

!  The student will become familiar with the different ways in which “culture” has been defined
and is analyzed to conceptualize human diversity. 
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! The student will also learn how these definitions varied with the major schools of thought in
anthropology and with the major figures in the history of the discipline. 

! Further, the student will become aware of the different global perspectives within and about
anthropology, specifically surrounding the concept of culture. 

! The student will become familiar with global socio-political and economic processes and their
effects, and how anthropologists have conceived of their impact on local cultural contexts. 

! At the same time, there is a focus on the social relations within anthropology — and between
society at large and academia — that help account for the production and reception of
anthropological theory and the inclusion and exclusion of particular anthropological approaches
and anthropologists from the core of the discipline. 

! Upon the successful completion of the course, the student will be able to relate contemporary
theories of culture to theories current in the past and understand their utility in interpreting
human diversity. The student will also be able to understand critiques of and alternatives to the
culture concept currently being deployed within anthropology.   

! The student will be able to identify their own place within the global production of
anthropology and their own potential contribution to it. That is, they will demonstrate an
understanding of global and cultural knowledge and how global and cultural systems are and
have been analyzed through anthropology, showing the way to their own constructive
engagement with diverse people, places, events, challenges, and opportunities.

! The student will emerge from the course with an enhanced global awareness and knowledge of
the scope of human cultural diversity.  

These learning objectives are met with all of the course assignments, as indicated below. 

Course Requirements

Students are automatically registered for the course via Canvas. Periodic announcements, course
documents, and other materials will be posted there. Communications are made to your official
USF e-mail account. If you wish, from Canvas you may forward all USF e-mail messages to
another e-mail account (such as Gmail, Yahoo, Aol, or Hotmail). 

It is essential that students attend and participate in class. This represents 10 percent of their final
grade. There is no attendance policy per se, but students who do not attend class regularly
obviously cannot adequately participate in class. Students are required to have completed the
day’s assigned readings by the date indicated on the course outline (see below). The course
lectures, films, and other activities are designed to interrelate with the readings but they do not
substitute for them. There are four examinations and these will consist of multiple choice
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questions. Exam I will cover course material from the beginning of the course through January 
23; Exam II will cover material from January 30 through February 13; Exam III will cover
material from February 20 through March 1; and Exam IV will cover material from March 8
through April 3. The exams will be based on lectures, readings, films, class discussions, and
presentations by any guest speakers we can coax to come to class. Each exam will represent 15
percent of the student’s final grade. However, only the three exams with the highest scores will
count toward the student’s final grade. Students will participate in a Group Project with their
USF classmates. This represents 15 percent of their final grade. Finally, there is an individual
Final Term Paper of 2,000-2,500 words (around 10 double-spaced pages, exclusive of the
References Cited section). It is worth 30 percent of the student’s final grade. The Final Term
Paper is due Monday, April 30 by 11:59 p.m.. Papers must be submitted in an electronic
version to Canvas by this date and time. 

Grading Scheme (The plus and minus grading system will apply)

A = excellent
B = good
C = average
D = poor
F = failure
I = incomplete

91+%    = A
89-90% = A-
87-88%  = B+
81-86% = B
79-80% = B-
77-78% = C+
71-76% = C
69-70% = C-
67-68% = D+
61-66% = D
59-60% = D- 
below 59% = F

College of Arts and Science policy states that the S/U option must be agreed to by the instructor
and student during the first three weeks of the semester.

To reiterate, the final course grade will be computed as follows:
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Component Percentage of Final Grade

Class Participation 10
Participation in Group Project 15
3 highest exam scores (out of 4) @ 15 percent each 45
Final paper 30
Total           100

Class Participation

In a class of this nature it does not best benefit the student for there to be a one-way
communication from the instructor to the student, where students are passive recipients of the
instructor’s knowledge. Rather, questions and comments from the student to the instructor, and
between students, will greatly facilitate the learning process. Therefore, students are encouraged
to participate in class, and they are graded on their participation performance. Of course, we are
talking about informed participation, thus making it necessary for the student to come to class
each day prepared by at least reading the day’s assignments. 

Group Projects

There are four sections to the McGee and Warms textbook, 1. “Historical Foundations of
Anthropological Theory,” 2. “Culture Theory in the Early Twentieth Century,” 3. “Theory at
Mid[Twentieth]century,” and 4. “The Late Twentieth Century and Beyond.” These sections are
supplemented with readings from the other assigned texts and articles. The class will be divided
into four groups. Each group will be assigned to one of the four historical time periods.
Depending on the size of the class, the instructor will determine and inform the class whether the
Group Project will entail Option 1 or Option 2 as follows.   

Option 1: Each group will select one well-known anthropologist from among those discussed in
the assigned section of the McGee and Warms textbook. The chosen figure, who will be
portrayed by one student, will be the guest of honor at a “roast,” that is, a humorous, tribute laced
with sarcasm and verbal barbs, some of which are serious and some of which are designed to
embarrass the honoree but which are essentially friendly and warm in nature. The rest of the
group members will also assume the role of anthropologists discussed in the section, in the other
assigned readings and films, or otherwise known as the honoree’s contemporary colleagues
(friends and enemies, from within and outside of the honoree’s national anthropological
tradition). Each group will have an entire class period for its presentation and time will be given
during the term for the group to meet (see below). The group and its individual members will be
judged for an understanding of the issues represented by the chosen anthropologist and his/her
roasters, and by its creativity in using the roasting format to illuminate those issues for the
audience. The group should strive to be informative and entertaining. More detailed instructions
are in the course packet. 
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Option 2: Each group will select one well-known anthropologist from among those discussed in
the assigned section of the McGee and Warms textbook. The chosen figure, who will be
portrayed by one student, will be a late night talk show “host.” I suggest that you consult
comedy-themed talk shows as models (e.g., “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert,” “Late Night
with Seth Meyers,” “Jimmy Kimmel Live!,” “Conan,” etc.). The other members of the group will
all be “guests” and each portray anthropologists discussed in pertinent section of the textbook, in
the other assigned readings and films, or otherwise known as the host’s contemporary colleagues
(friends and enemies, from within and outside of the host’s national anthropological tradition).
Each group will have an entire class period for its presentation and time will be given during the
term for the group to meet (see below). The group and its individual members will be judged for
an understanding of the issues represented by the chosen anthropologists and by its creativity in
using the talk show format to illuminate those issues for the audience. The group should strive to
be informative and entertaining. More detailed instructions are in the course packet. 

Final Term Paper

This is a synthesizing paper that demonstrates what the student has learned over the entire
semester and how they have met the course’s learning objectives. This must be an original work
that has not been submitted for consideration elsewhere, such as for another class. The text will
be 2,000-2,500 words (around 10 double-spaced pages), exclusive of bibliography.

In this paper, the student will: 

1. provide a rationale for the study of the development of anthropological theory and how
theories of culture have been utilized to conceptualize human diversity;

2. provide a general overview of the schools of theoretical thought presented in the class, and the
sources of their critiques; 

and 3. discuss the social origins of theory in a global context with reference to assigned readings,
class films, and class lectures and presentations. 

That is, it is expected that each school of thought considered in the final paper will be placed in
the context of the history of anthropological knowledge, the main assumptions of each school of
thought will be explicated, and a critical evaluation will be provided for each theoretical position
presented. These papers may be organized in any manner, but it is highly suggested that the
structure of the paper mirrors the chapters and sections in the McGee and Warms textbook. 

The following format guidelines will apply:

1. The paper must be typed, double-spaced, with sufficient top and side margins. Make sure each
page is numbered.
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2. The title of the paper and the student’s name must be on the first page.

3. Remember that spelling, grammar, and punctuation will count in the grading of the essay. 

4. Every idea that is not your own or “general knowledge” must be accompanied by a source
citation. References for direct quotes must include the page citation. If you are copying maps,
diagrams, illustrations, etc., you must identify the source as well. Use American Anthropologist
style for referencing (Chicago Style). 

5. Avoid direct quotes of more than five lines of typescript. 

6. One way of evaluating the academic quality of the papers is through a consideration of the
student’s sources. A variety of scholarly sources and references should be used and cited. While
the Internet can be used for research, no more than one Internet source may be cited. Acceptable
(and encouraged) sources include academic journals, scholarly books, newspapers, and primary
source documents.

7. The paper must be submitted in electronic format. All papers will be processed through the
university’s plagiarism detection device. Papers submitted through this device are compared with
a database of journal articles, web articles, and previously submitted papers. In the case of
plagiarism, the instructor receives a report showing exactly how a student’s paper was
plagiarized and from where the material was taken. 

Course Rules and Regulations

1. It is expected that students will be attentive and respectful of their fellow students and of their
instructor and, perhaps more importantly, respectful of cultures and traditions which are not their
own. Students arriving late to class will have their class participation grade negatively affected.
Students arriving late to class may not be allowed to participate in exams, group projects, or
other learning activities. 

2. Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation because of a disability should contact
the instructor privately during the first week of class to discuss your specific needs. Each such
student must bring a current “Memorandum of Accommodations” from the Office of Students
With Disability Services that is prerequisite for receiving accommodations. Please contact:

USF Tampa - Students with Disabilities Services
4202 E. Fowler Avenue, SVC 1133
Tampa, FL 33620
Office phone: (813) 974-4309 
Office FAX: (813) 974-7337
E-mail: sa-sds-information@usf.edu 
Web page: www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-disabilities-services/ 
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3. Students may record lectures for their own private use only. Recordings are not to be
redistributed or sold. PowerPoint presentations will not be posted on Canvas. 

4. Cell phones should be turned off before the beginning of class. Students whose cell phones
ring during class will have their class participation grade negatively affected. 

5. In the event that the building is evacuated because of an emergency during class time, the class
will convene in the parking lot directly adjacent to the SOC building. No assignment will be
canceled because of any such emergency.

6. Students are required to read the university’s academic dishonesty policy in the undergraduate
catalog. This university policy on plagiarism and cheating will be strictly honored. 

7. If a student requires comments on their final paper, a paper version must be submitted at the
same time as the electronic version. Paper versions of course papers will be returned either in
person or by mail if a stamped, self-addressed envelope large enough for the paper is provided.
Grades will not be discussed over the phone. 

8. No work will be accepted late and no student will be allowed to take an exam or to participate
in a group project past the date and time of class indicated in the syllabus. There are only two
exceptions: 1) a documented medical emergency; and 2) major religious observances that
necessitate absence from class. In the case of the latter, the student must present notice in writing
to the instructor by the second class meeting.

9. “I” grades will only be issued at the discretion of the instructor. The College of Arts and
Sciences dictates that Incomplete grades should only be granted when, due to circumstances
beyond the control of the student, only a small portion of the required work remains undone and
the student is otherwise passing the course. Students seeking an “I” grade will be required to sign
a contract with the instructor, specifying the work to be completed and the deadline for
completion. 

10. There may be possibilities for extra credit. Any opportunities will be announced by the
instructor. To earn extra credit for events announced to the class, you must attend the event in
question and then turn in the following:

A one-single-spaced (typed, printed) page where you: a) identify the speaker/speakers and the
topic of the talk; b) provide a synopsis of the speaker’s/speakers’ presentation and main
arguments; and c) discuss how it relates to the themes of our class (for example, you might
identify the speaker’s/speakers’ theory of culture, explicit or implicit, or how they use the idea of
culture). 

You may earn up to five points added on to one of your exams. You can do as many extra credit
assignments as you want throughout the term. You can turn them in at any point before the end
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of the semester. However, it might be better to write up your report when it is fresh in your
memory. 

Required Texts

Harrison, Faye V. ed.

2010 Decolonizing Anthropology: Moving Further Toward an Anthropology for
Liberation. 3rd. ed. Arlington, VA: American Anthropological Association (ISBN
9780983682202, paper). 

McGee, R. Jon and Richard L. Warms, eds.

2012 Anthropological Theory: An Introductory Reader. 5th. ed. New York: McGraw-
Hill (ISBN 9780078034886, paper). This book is also available in other editions,
including the sixth edition (2017). Many of the readings that appear in the fifth
edition also appear in previous editions. Therefore students may purchase an
earlier edition. However, it is their responsibility to obtain the assigned readings
from the fifth edition. 

Patterson, Thomas C.

2001 A Social History of Anthropology in the United States. Oxford: Berg (ISBN
1859734944, paper). This is also available as an electronic book via the USF
library.

Recommended Texts

Kuklick, Henrika, ed.

2008 A New History of Anthropology. Malden, MA: Blackwell (ISBN
9780631226000, paper). 

Ribeiro, Gustavo Lins and Arturo Escobar, eds.

2006 World Anthropologies: Disciplinary Transformations Within Systems of Power.
Oxford: Berg (ISBN 9781845201913, paper). 

These books are available at the campus bookstore. 

Required Readings

Abu-Lughod, Lila
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1991 Writing Against Culture. In Recapturing Anthropology: Working in the Present.
Richard G. Fox, ed. Pp. 137-162. Santa Fe, NM: School of American Research
Press. 

Brightman, Robert

1995 Forget Culture: Replacement, Transcendence, Relexification. Cultural
Anthropology 10(4):509-546.

Degregori, Carlos Iván

2006 Response to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’: Steps to a
World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo Escobar.
Critique of Anthropology 26(4):463-467.

Harrison, Faye V.

2017 Engaging Theory in the New Millennium. In The Routledge Companion to
Contemporary Anthropology. Simon Coleman, Susan B. Hyatt and Ann
Kingsolver, eds. Pp. 27-56. New York: Routledge.

Krotz, Esteban

2006 Response to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’: Steps to a
World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo Escobar.
Critique of Anthropology 26(4):478-483.

Ortner, Sherry B.

1984 Theory in Anthropology Since the Sixties. Comparative Studies in Society and
History 26(1):126-166.

Pina-Cabral, João de

2006 Response to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’: Steps to a
World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo Escobar.
Critique of Anthropology 26(4):467-470.

Restrepo, Eduardo and Arturo Escobar

2005 “Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise”: Steps to a World
Anthropologies Framework. Critique of Anthropology 25(2):99-129.
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2006 Response to responses to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’:
Steps to a World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo
Escobar. Critique of Anthropology 26(4):483-488.

Ribeiro, Gustavo Lins 

2006 World Anthropologies: Cosmopolitics for a New Global Scenario in
Anthropology. Critique of Anthropology 26(4):363-386.

Smith, Gavin 

2006 Response to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’: Steps to a
World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo Escobar.
Critique of Anthropology 26(4):471-474.

Trouillot, Michel-Rolph

2003 Global Transformations: Anthropology and the Modern World. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan. Ch. 5. 

Yamashita, Shinji 

2006 Response to “‘Other Anthropologies and Anthropology Otherwise’: Steps to a
World Anthropologies Framework” by Eduardo Restrepo and Arturo Escobar.
Critique of Anthropology 26(4):474-478.

Yelvington, Kevin A.

1997 An Interview with A.L. Epstein. Current Anthropology 38(2):289-299.

2002 An Interview with Andrew Hunter Whiteford. Anthropologica 44(1):131-141.

2003a An Interview with Johnnetta Betsch Cole. Current Anthropology 44(2):275-288. 

2003b An Interview with Alvin W. Wolfe. Practicing Anthropology 25(4):42-47. 

2006 The Invention of Africa in Latin America and the Caribbean: Political Discourse
and Anthropological Praxis, 1920-1940. In Afro-Atlantic Dialogues:
Anthropology in the Diaspora. Kevin A. Yelvington, ed. Pp.35-82. Santa Fe, NM:
School of American Research Press. 

2008 A Life In and Out of Anthropology: An Interview with Jack Sargent Harris.
Critique of Anthropology 28(4):446-476. 
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2010 The Making of a Marxist-Feminist-Latin Americanist Anthropologist: An
Interview with Helen I. Safa. Caribbean Studies 38(2):3-32. 

These readings are available in electronic versions on Canvas. 

Required Course Packet

A course packet consisting of course lecture outlines as well as film study guides is available via
Canvas. Please be sure to print this out and bring it to each class.

Topics and Assignments

Weekly Schedule

Tuesday, January 9: Introduction

Thursday, January 11: The Role of Theory in Anthropology and the Study of its
History 
McGee and Warms (M&W), pp. 1-4; Patterson (P), pp. 1-5;
Harrison (H), pp. 1-15; Ribeiro article. Recommended: Kuklick
(K), pp. 1-16; Ribeiro and Escobar (R&E), pp. 1-25.

1. Historical Foundations of Anthropological Theory

Tuesday, January 16: Nineteenth-Century Evolutionism 
P, pp. 7-34; M&W, Spencer, Tylor, Morgan, and Marx and Engels
readings. Recommended: K, pp. 17-31; R&E, pp. 225-238. 

 
Thursday, January 18: Nineteenth-Century Evolutionism 

H, pp. 16-23. Recommended: K, pp. 113-127, 143-157.

Tuesday, January 23: The Foundations of Sociological Thought
M&W, pp. 74-77, and Durkheim, Mauss, and Weber.
Recommended: K, pp. 96-110; R&E, pp. 113-132, 239-258. 

Thursday, January 25: Exam I

2. Culture Theory in the Early Twentieth Century

Tuesday, January 30:  Historical Particularism
P, pp. 35-69;  M&W, pp. 112-117, and Boas, Kroeber, and Whorf.
Recommended: K, pp. 35-51, 79-95, 225-241; R&E, pp. 29-109,
133-156. 
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Thursday, February 1: Functionalism 
M&W, pp. 150-154, and Malinowski, Radcliffe-Brown, and
Gluckman. Recommended: K, pp. 52-78; R&E, pp. 191-200. 

Tuesday, February 6: Functionalism
H, pp. 25-41; Yelvington 1997. Recommended: R&E, pp. 157-
178. 

Thursday, February 8: Culture and Personality
P, pp. 71-102; M&W, pp. 195-200, and Benedict and Mead; H,
pp. 68-87. 

Tuesday, February 13: U.S. Cultural Anthropology’s Hidden Transnational Roots 
Yelvington 2002, 2006. Recommended: K, pp. 161-222, 310-325;
R&E, pp. 201-224, 261-279.

Thursday, February 15: Exam II

3. Theory at Mid[Twentieth]century 

Tuesday, February 20: The Reemergence of Evolutionary Thought
P, pp. 103-34; M&W, pp. 220-223, and White and Steward.
Recommended: K, pp. 242-258. 

Thursday, February 22: Neomaterialism: Evolutionary, Functionalist, Ecological, and
Marxist 
M&W, pp. 259-262, and Fried, Harris, Rappaport, and Wolf;
Yelvington 2008.

Tuesday, February 27: Structuralism 
M&W, pp. 320-322, and Lévi-Strauss and Ortner (chapter in
book).

Thursday, March 1: Ethnoscience and Cognitive Anthropology
M&W, pp. 344-347, and Conklin and Tyler. Recommended: K,
pp. 128-142. 

Tuesday, March 6: Exam III

4. The Late Twentieth Century and Beyond

Thursday, March 8: Sociobiology, Evolutionary Psychology, and Behavioral
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Ecology
P, pp. 135-64; M&W, pp. 370-372, and Wilson and Bird, Smith,
and Bird. Recommended: K, pp. 259-274.

March 12-18: Spring Break

Tuesday, March 20: Anthropology and Gender
M&W, pp. 396-398, and Slocum, Leacock, and Valentine; H, pp.
88-110; Yelvington 2010. Recommended: K, pp. 277-292. 

Thursday, March 22: Symbolic and Interpretive Anthropology
M&W, pp. 438-440, and Douglas, Turner, and Geertz; Yelvington
2003a. Recommended: K, pp. 293-309. 

(Last day to drop or withdraw with W grade is March 24)

Tuesday, March 27: Before and Beyond Postmodernism
Ortner article; M&W, pp. 488-492, and Bourdieu and Foucault.
M&W, pp. 520-524, and Rosaldo, Abu-Lughod, and Hanson; H,
pp. 42-67, 111-200. Recommended: K, pp. 326-340.

Thursday, March 29: The World Anthropologies Movement
Restrepo and Escobar (2005) article; articles by Degregori, Pina-
Cabral, Smith, Yamashita, Krotz, and Restrepo and Escobar
(2006). Recommended: R&E, pp. 281-295. 

Tuesday, April 3:  Globalization, Power, and Agency
Abu-Lughod, Brightman, and Trouillot articles; M&W, pp. 580-
582, and Appadurai, Bourgois, and Bestor; Yelvington 2003b;
Harrison 2017. 

Thursday, April 5: Exam IV

Tuesday, April 10:  No class, Group Preparation Day

Thursday, April 12: Group One Presentation (“Historical Foundations of
Anthropological Theory”)

Tuesday, April 17: Group Two Presentation (“Culture Theory in the Early
Twentieth Century”)

Thursday, April 19: Group Three Presentation (“Theory at
Mid[Twentieth]century”) 
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Tuesday, April 24: Group Four Presentation (“The Late Twentieth Century and
Beyond”)

Thursday, April 26: No class, Reading Day 

Monday, April 30: Final Term Paper Due submitted on Canvas by 11:59 p.m.
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