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Wendy B. Young, Ph.D. is Senior Vice President of Small Molecule Drug 
Discovery in gRED.  Wendy has been at Genentech for over 13 years. Prior 
to Genentech she was a Senior Discovery Leader at Celera Genomics and 
Johnson & Johnson.  

Wendy is a chemist by training and has extensive experience leading drug 
discovery teams.  She is listed as an author or inventor on over 70 papers 
and patent filings and has led and managed numerous drug discovery project 
teams.  

Notably, Wendy led the research team responsible for and is co-inventor of 
fenebrutinib, a Bruton tyrosine Kinase (BTK) inhibitor, which has been 
evaluated in Phase II studies in several immunology indications.  Genentech 
anticipates that this molecule will reach the life-cycle investment point 
(LIP) decision soon and move to pivotal studies for multiple sclerosis and 
possibly other indications. 

Wendy received a B.A./M.S. degree in chemistry at Wake Forest University 
and a Ph.D. from Princeton University in 1993, where she was part of the 
team that invented Alimta that was launched by Eli Lilly for several 
oncology indications.  She was an American Cancer Society postdoctoral 
fellow at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center with Professor Sam 
Danishefsky, where she completed the total synthesis of taxol – 52 steps 
long!  

Wendy has been highly involved in the National American Chemical 
Society for over a decade and was elected as the national MEDI chair in 
2017.  In 2015, Wendy was recognized by the San Francisco Business 
Times as one of San Francisco Bay Area’s “Most Influential Business 
Women of 2015.”  In 2018 she was recognized as an ACS Fellows 
Awardee, and in March of 2020 she will be awarded the ACS Earle B. 
Barnes Award for Leadership in Chemical Research Management. 
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