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Black Women and Reform - Aug. 1915

Nannie Helen Burroughs
August 01, 1915

Burroughs' remarks from "Votes for Women: A Symposium by Leading Thinkers of Colored Women" held in
Washington, D.C., as published in the August 1915 issue of The Crisis (Vol 10., No. 4). Burroughs was secretary
of the Woman's Auxiliary to the National Baptist Convention.

The Negro Church means the Negro woman. Without her, the race could not properly support rive hundred
churches in the whole world. Today they have 40,000 churches in the United States. She is not only a great
moral and spiritual asset, but she is a great economic asset. [ was asked by a southern white woman who is an
enthusiastic worker for "votes for (white) women," "What can the Negro woman do with the ballot?" I asked her,
"What can she do without it?" When the ballot is put into the hands of the American woman the world is going
to get a correct estimate of the Negro woman. It will find her a tower of strength of which poets have never sung,
orators have never spoken, and scholars have never written.

Because the black man does not know the value of the ballot, and has bartered and sold his most valuable
possession, it is no evidence that the Negro woman will do the same. The Negro woman, therefore, needs the
ballot to get back, by the wise use of it, what the Negro man has lost by the misuse of it. She needs it to ransom
her race. A fact worthy of note is that in every reform in which the Negro woman has taken part, during the past
fifty years, she has been as aggressive, progressive and dependable as those who inspired the reform or led it.
The world has yet to learn that the Negro woman is quite superior in bearing moral responsibility. A comparison
with the men of her race, in moral issues, is odious. She carries the burdens of the Church, and of the school and
bears a great deal more than her economic share in the home.

Another striking fact is that the Negro woman carries die moral destiny of two races in her hand. Had she not
been the woman of unusual moral stamina that she is, the black race would have been made a great deal whiter,
and the white race a great deal blacker during the past fifty years. She has been left a prey for the men of every
race, but in .spite of this, she has held the enemies of Negro female chastity at bay. The Negro woman is the
white woman's as well as the white race's most needed ally in preserving an unmixed race.

The ballot, wisely used, will bring to her the respect and protection that she needs. It is her weapon of moral
defence. Under present conditions, when she appears in court in defence of her virtue, she is looked upon with
amused contempt. She needs the ballot to reckon with men who place no value upon her virtue, and to mould
healthy public sentiment in favor of her own protection.

Burroughs, Nannie Helen. 1915. "Black Women and Reform." The Crisis 10(4).

Neither the Catt Center nor Iowa State University is affiliated with any individual in the Archives or any
political party. Inclusion in the Archives is not an endorsement by the center or the university.
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Excerpts from Inez Haynes Irwin, The Story of the Woman’s Party (New York:
Harcourt Brace and Company, 1921), found at “Project Gutenberg”

On Monday, July 23, exactly a month from the time that the police had first interfered
with the picketing and the Suffragists, the daily Suffrage picket was resumed. The
crowds streaming home in the afternoon from the offices, laughed when they saw the
banners at the White House gates again. Some stopped to congratulate the women.

Time went on and still the President did nothing about putting the Amendment
through. As always when it was not strikingly brought to his attention, Suffrage seemed
to pass from his mind. It became again necessary to call his - cattention to the
Amendment. Often it seemed as though the President’s attention could be gained only
by calling the country’s attention to his inaction.

Within a week appeared a new banner. Elihu Root, the Special Envoy of the United
States to Russia, had just come home from a country which had enfranchised its women.
With the other members of the American Mission to Russia, he called at the White
House, and at the gates he was confronted by these words:

TO ENVOY ROOT:
YOU SAY THAT AMERICA MUST THROW ITS MANHOOD IN THE
SUPPORT OF LIBERTY.
WHOSE LIBERTY?

THIS NATION IS NOT FREE. 20,000,000 WOMEN ARE DENIED
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO
REPRESENTATION IN THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT.

TELL THE PRESIDENT THAT HE CANNOT FIGHT AGAINST
LIBERTY AT HOME WHILE HE TELLS US TO FIGHT FOR LIBERTY
ABROAD.

TELL HIM TO MAKE AMERICA FREE FOR DEMOCRACY BEFORE
HE ASKS THE MOTHERS OF AMERICA TO THROW THEIR SONS TO
THE SUPPORT OF DEMOCRACY IN EUROPE.

ASK HIM HOW HE COULD REFUSE LIBERTY TO AMERICAN
CITIZENS WHEN HE HAS FORCED MILLIONS OF AMERICAN BOYS
OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY TO DIE FOR LIBERTY.

For two hours, Lucy Ewing and Mary Winsor stood holding this banner. It attracted
the largest crowd that the pickets had as yet experienced. But the police managed them
perfectly—although in the courts there had been plenty of testimony that they could not
manage similar crowds—and without a word of protest—although half a block was
completely obstructed for two hours.

The following day saw scenes the most violent in the history of the pickets. This
was August 14. Catherine Flanagan’s story of this period of terror is one of the most
thrilling in the annals of the Party:

That day a new banner was carried for the first time by Elizabeth Stuyvesant—the
“Kaiser” banner. The banner read:

KAISER WILSON, HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN YOUR SYMPATHY WITH


https://www.gutenberg.org/files/56701/56701-h/56701-h.htm#ch01-05

THE POOR GERMANS BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT SELF-GOVERNING?
TWENTY MILLION AMERICAN WOMEN ARE NOT SELF-GOVERNING.
TAKE THE BEAM OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE.

I do not remember when Elizabeth took this banner out, but I think she was on the
four o’clock shift. For a half an hour people gathered about the banner. The crowd grew
and grew. You felt there was something brewing in them, but what, you could not guess.
Suddenly it came—a man dashed from the crowd and tore the banner down.
Immediately, one after another, the other banners were torn down. As fast as this
happened, the banner bearers went back to Headquarters; returned with tri-colors and
reinforcements; took up their stations again. Finally the whole line of pickets,
bannerless by this time, marched back to Headquarters. The crowd, which was fast
changing into a mob, followed us into Madison Place. As the pickets emerged again,
the mob jumped them at the very doors of Cameron House, tore their banners away
from them and destroyed them. By this time the mob, which had become a solid mass
of people, choking the street and filling the park, had evolved a leader, a yeoman in
uniform, who incited everybody about him to further work of destruction. Suddenly, as
if by magic, a ladder appeared in their midst. A yeoman placed it against Cameron
House, and accompanied by a little boy, he started up. He pulled down the tri-color of
the Woman’s Party which hung over the door. In the meantime, it was impossible for
us to take any banners out. We locked the door, but two strange women, unknown to
the Woman’s Party, came in. They opened a window on the second floor and were about
to push the ladder, on which the sailor and the little boy still stood, back into the street
when Ella Morton Dean drew them away.

At the other side of the house and at the same moment, another member of the crowd
climbed up the balcony and pulled down the American flag which hung beside the tri-
color. Immediately Virginia Arnold and Lucy Burns appeared on the balcony
carrying, -1 the one the Kaiser banner and the other the tri-color. The crowd began to
throw eggs, tomatoes, and apples at them, but the two girls stood, Virginia Arnold
white, Lucy Burns flushed, but—everybody who saw them comments on this—with a
look of steady consecration, absolutely motionless, holding the tri-color which had
never before been taken from its place over the door at Headquarters.

Suddenly a shot rang out from the crowd. A bullet went through a window of the
second story, directly over the heads of two women who stood there—Ella Morton
Dean and Georgiana Sturgess—and imbedded itself in the ceiling of the hall. The only
man seen to have a revolver was a yeoman in uniform, who immediately ran up the
street. By this time Elizabeth Stuyvesant had joined Lucy Burns and Virginia Arnold
on the balcony; others also came. Three yeomen climbed up onto the balcony and
wrested the tri-color banners from the girls. As one of these men climbed over the
railing, he struck Georgiana Sturgess. “Why did you do that?” she demanded,
dumbfounded. The man paused a moment, apparently as amazed as she. “I don’t know,”
he answered; then he tore the banner out of her hands and descended the ladder. Lucy



Burns, whose courage is physical as well as spiritual, held her banner until the last
moment. It seemed as though she were going to be dragged over the railing of the
balcony, but two of the yeomen managed to tear it from her hands before this occurred.
New banners were brought to replace those that had disappeared.

While this was going on, Katherine Morey and | went out the back way of
Headquarters, made our way to the White House gates, unfurled a Kaiser banner, and
stood there for seventeen minutes unnoticed. There was a policeman standing beside
each of us, but when the yeoman who had led the mob and who was apparently about
to report for duty, tore at the banner, they did not interfere. We were dragged along the
pavements, but the banner was finally destroyed.

By this time the crowd had thinned a little in front of Headquarters. The front door
had been unlocked when we went back. Five different times, however, we and others,
led always by Lucy Burns, made an effort to bear our banners to the White House gates
again. Always, a little distance from Headquarters, we were beset by the mob and our
banners destroyed.

About five o’clock, the police reserves appeared and cleared the street. Thereupon,
every woman who had been on picket duty that day, bearing aloft the beautiful tri-color,
went over to the White House gates, marched up and down the pavements
three -~ times. The police protected us until we started home. When, however, our little
procession crossed the street to the park, the crowd leaped upon us again, and again
destroyed our banners. Madeline Watson was knocked down and kicked. Two men
carried her into Headquarters.

While the crowd was milling its thickest before Headquarters, somebody said to a
policeman standing there, “Why don’t you arrest those men?” “Those are not our
orders,” the policeman replied.

Twenty-two lettered banners and fourteen tri-color flags were destroyed that day.

During all the early evening, men were trying to climb over the back fence of the
garden to get into Cameron House. None of us went to bed that night. We were afraid
that something—we knew not what—might happen.

The next day, August 15, was only a degree less violent. The Suffrage pickets went
on duty as usual at twelve o’clock, and picketed all that afternoon.

All the afternoon yeomen, small boys, and hoodlums attacked the women without
hindrance. Elizabeth Stuyvesant was struck by a soldier who destroyed her flag. Beulah
Amidon was thrown down by a sailor, who stole her flag. Alice Paul was knocked down
three times. One sailor dragged her thirty feet along the White House sidewalk in his
attempts to tear off her Suffrage sash, gashing her neck brutally. They were without
protection until five o’clock.



During this time they lost fifty tri-color banners and one Kaiser banner.

The pickets were, of course, constantly going back to Headquarters for new banners,
and constantly returning with them.

At five o’clock, in anticipation of the President’s appearance, and while still the
turmoil was going on, five police officers quickly and efficiently cleared a wide aisle in
front of each gate, and as quickly and as efficiently drove the mob across the street. The
President, however, left by a rear gate.

On the next day, August 16, the policy toward the pickets changed again. Fifty
policemen appeared on the scene, and ~:-instead of permitting Suffragists to be
attacked by others, they attacked them themselves. Virginia Arnold was set upon by
three police officers. Before she could relinquish her banner to them, her arms were
twisted and her hands bruised. Elizabeth Stuyvesant, Natalie Gray, and Lucy Burns
were all severely handled by the police. Elizabeth Smith and Ruth Crocker, who were
carrying furled flags, were knocked down. When men, more chivalrous-minded than
the crowd, came to their rescue, they were arrested.

In the late afternoon, the crowd grew denser. The police, therefore, ceased their
efforts, and waited while the crowd attacked the women and destroyed their banners An
officer threatened to arrest one young woman who defended her banner against an
assailant.

“Here, give that up!” called the second officer to a girl who was struggling with a
man for the possession of her flag.

During these days of mob attacks, the pickets had been put to it to get outside
Headquarters to some coign of vantage where they could stand for a few seconds before
the inevitable rush. For the first time in the history of their picketing the girls could not
carry their banners on poles. Either the mobs seized them or the policemen who lined
the sidewalks outside Headquarters. The pickets carried them inside their sweaters and
hats, in sewing bags, or pinned them, folded in newspapers or magazines, under their
skirts. One picket was followed by crowds who caught a gleam of yellow at the hem of
her gown. When they got to the White House, the pickets held the banners in their
hands. Lucy Burns kept sending out relays with new banners to take the place of those
which were torn.

Catherine Flanagan says that on August 16 when the four o’clock shift of the picket
line started out, Lucy Burns pointed to rolls of banners done up in various receptacles
and said, “Take out as many of these as you can carry and keep them concealed until it
is necessary to use them.” The eight pickets distributed the banners in different parts of
their clothes, and approaching the White House by various ~:-routes, suddenly lined
themselves against the White House fence, each unfurling a Kaiser banner at the word
of command. They were faced by forty policemen, policewomen, and secret service



men. Instantly the police were on them. The pickets held the banners as long as it was
physically possible—it took three policemen to remove each banner. The policemen
heaved sighs of relief, as though their work for the day was done, turned, and moved to
the edge of the pavement. Instantly, eight more banners appeared and as instantly they
fell on the pickets again. This happened seven times. As often as the police turned with
captured banners in their hands, reinforcing pickets in the crowd handed fresh banners
to the pickets at the gates. Fifty-six Kaiser banners were captured this day. When the
Kaiser banners were exhausted, the eight pickets returned to Headquarters and soon
emerged bearing the tri-color. The tactics of the police changed then. They did not,
themselves, attack the pickets, but they permitted the crowds to do so. In all, one
hundred and forty-eight flags were destroyed.

On August 17, Major Pullman, police head of Washington, called upon Alice Paul,
and warned her that young women carrying banners would be arrested.

Alice Paul replied, “The picketing will go on as usual.”

In a letter to his friend, Major Pullman, quoted in the Suffragist of August 25, Gilson
Gardner put the case concisely and decisively....

You must see, Pullman, that you cannot be right in what you have done in this matter. You have
given the pickets adequate protection; you have arrested them and had them sent to jail and the
workhouse, you have permitted the crowds to mob them, and then you have had your officers do much
the same thing by forcibly taking their banners from them. In some of these actions, you must have
been wrong. If it was right to give them protection and let them stand at the White House for five
months, both before and after the war, it was not right to do what you did later.

You say it was not right and that you were “lenient,” when you gave them protection. You
cannot mean that. The rightness or wrongness must be a matter of law, not of personal discretion, and
for you to attempt to substitute your discretion is to set up a little autocracy in place of the settled laws
of the land. That would justify a charge of “Kaiserism” right here in our Capitol city.

The truth is, Pullman, you were right when you gave these women protection. That is what the
police are for. When there are riots they are supposed to quell them, not by quelling the “proximate
cause,” but by quelling the rioters.

I know your police officers now quite well and | find that they are most happy when they are
permitted to do their duty. They did not like that dirty business of permitting a lot of sailors and street
riffraff to rough the girls....

It is not my opinion alone when | say that the women were entitled to police protection, not arrest.
President Wilson has stated repeatedly that these women were entirely within their legal and
constitutional rights, and that they should not have been molested. Three reputable men, two of them
holding office in this Administration, have told me what the President said, and | have no reason to
doubt their word. If the President has changed his mind he has not changed the law or the Constitution,
and what he said three weeks ago is just as true today.

In excusing what you have done, you say that the women have carried banners with “offensive”
inscriptions on them. You refer to the fact that they have addressed the President as “Kaiser Wilson.”
As a matter of fact, not an arrest you have made—and the arrests now number more than sixty—has



been for carrying one of those “offensive” banners. The women were carrying merely the Suffrage
colors or quotations from President Wilson’s writings.

But suppose the banners were offensive? Who made you censor of banners? The law gives you no
such power. Even when you go through the farce of a police court trial, the charge is “obstructing
traffic,” which shows conclusively that you are not willing to go into court on the real issue.

No. As chief of police you have no more right to complain of the sentiments on a banner than you
have of the sentiments in an editorial in the Washington Post, and you have no more right to arrest the
banner bearers than you have to arrest the owner of the Washington Post. So long as the law against
obscenity and profanity is observed, you have no business with the words on the banners. Congress
refused to pass a press censorship law. There are certain lingering traditions to the effect that a

people’s liberties are closely bound up with the right to talk things out and those who are
enlightened know that the only proper answer to words is words.

During the entire afternoon of that day—August 17—the day that Major Pullman
called on Alice Paul—the sentinels stood at their posts. One of the banners read:
ENGLAND AND RUSSIA ARE ENFRANCHISING WOMEN IN WAR TIME;

Another:
THE GOVERNMENT ORDERS OUR BANNERS DESTROYED BECAUSE THEY TELL THE TRUTH.

At intervals of fifteen minutes—for two hours—the pickets were told by a captain of
police that they would be arrested if they did not move. But they held their station. At
half-past four, the hour at which the thousand of government clerks invade the streets,
there was enough of a crowd to give the appearance that the pickets were “blocking
traffic.” Lavinia Dock; Edna Dixon; Natalie Gray; Madeline Watson; Catherine
Flanagan; Lucy Ewing, were arrested soon after four o’clock. Their trial lasted just forty
minutes. One police officer testified that they were obstructing traffic. They all refused
to pay the ten-dollar fine, which, though it would have released them, would also have
been an admission of guilt, and Police Magistrate Pugh sentenced them to serve thirty
days in the Government Workhouse.
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Peace - June 9, 1915

Leonora O’Reilly
June 09, 1915— New York City

O'Reilly delivered this report from the International Congress of Women, held at The Hague, Holland, on April
28-30, 1915, to the Fifth Biennial Convention of the National Women's Trade Union of America.

When on April 1st I received a telegram from our National office saying, "By vote of the National Executive
Board you are earnestly urged to represent League at Peace Conference, The Hague. Steamer sails April 13th." I
thought some one was playing a practical joke on yours truly. My reply, however, to the call was, as nearly as |
can remember it, "Do you think there is a ghost of a chance of bringing peace on earth or anything lastingly
useful by going? If so. I'll go if they blow me to atoms; all's well spent which is spent in labor's cause, the
greatest peace movement in the world."

Well. I went, and in order that we may be perfectly clear in our own minds about the work which was begun by
women for peace that shall be permanent, I must tell you the Peace Conference resolved itself at once into "The
International Congress of Women, which has for its object the establishment of such relations between all the
peoples of the earth as wilt make for permanent peace. founded on justice, rather than peace immediately at any
price."

The keynote struck by the 954 women delegates to The Hague was one of self-obliteration in the desire to help
suffering

Europe to-day, in the hope that, through a wise understanding of the immediate anguish and sorrow, they may
bring all mankind to a larger, better life on this planet before long. Some wise person has said, the reason women
succeed in doing new things while men stay put in ways that are old, is that the women are such darn fools they
don't know the thing can't be done, so they go right ahead and do it. Be that as it may, women did a piece of
work at that International Congress of Women, and they can leave the future to decide whether they were fools
or wise ones in their day and generation.

I should like to give you here the sense of the words with which Jane Addams closed that convention, at noon
Saturday, May 1, 1915. She said that this first International Congress of Women, met during the greatest war the
world had known, served to create good will and good fellowship; the work had been most difficult, we had
done it extremely well; the wonder was that at this time women from belligerent and neutral nations could meet
together for four day without one jarring word, one word of discord.

Now I believe I am not overstating when I say all our labor men. and all other men, looked on those women
delegates setting out on their errand of peace, fraternity and solidarity in these war times, as a bit freakish, if not
definitely mad. The women started out believing peace possible; they returned knowing that women in all
countries want peace, are willing to work for it, and are ready to make great personal sacrifices to secure
permanent peace.

At Christmastime, 1914, in spite of the horrors and bitterness of war, the women of England sent the season's
greeting of love to the women of Germany and Austria, and Austria sent back a message of solidarity -and
humanity to the women of England. These letters were quickly followed by letters from the women of France,
Russia , Ireland, Denmark; in fact the women of all lands were anxious to be heard in the name of peace. All
these women pinned their faith in the power of women to bring peace on earth. In these letters a note of
solidarity among women was struck which was heard around the world. The women of the warring countries
having done this much for peace and humanity, it remained for the women of the neutral countries to carry the
good work further. The women of the neutral countries hesitated at first, not knowing how to act, then Rosika
Schwimmer came to us; she went through the states and stirred our women to a sense of their responsibility for
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this war, if they sat quiet in their neutrality without trying to answer the call of the women of Europe in distress.
The thought which Rosika Schwimmer left in the head and heart of every thoughtful woman in this country was:
Europe's women are shedding their blood on the battlefield in the lives of -their children, who are being
sacrificed to the War God. She made women feel they must come out of their snug, inert neutrality, and do
something to bring peace. They must secure a peace ship and set sail for Holland and at the Hague meet other
women in the name of peace. Granted they might be blown to pieces on their way over, they, must accept their
fate conscious that so too they might serve as their sisters were serving in Europe.

The women who sailed on the "Noordam" April 13th, felt they were going forth likely not to return. They did not
escape so easily; instead they have returned, and brought back with them a program of action and a set of
resolutions, ,to carry out which will require a long and useful life's service; from all of them. These resolutions
deal with:

1. Women and War.
2. Action Toward Peace
3. Principles of Permanent Peace.
(a) Respect for Nationality.
(b) Arbitration and Conciliation.
(c) International Pressure.
(d) Democratic Control of Foreign Policy.
(e) The Enfranchisement of Women.
4. International Co-operation.
(a) International Organization.
(b) General Disarmament.
(c) Commerce and Investments.
(d) National Foreign Policy.
5. The Education of Children.
6. Women and the Peace Settlement Conference.

On the voyage going over we had as our leader Jane Addams, that splendid democrat, meaning by that much
abused term, a woman so quietly, splendidly strong that, with her intelligence, she could understand the smallest
of us and the biggest of us, while she held all of us to the best that was in us by her own humane goodness, for
the sake of the cause we served, which was greater than all of us put together. Around this woman democrat we
grouped and worked on the tentative program which the women of the Dutch countries had prepared. We began
our sessions the first morning out at sea, planning for one session a day; the next day we planned for a morning
and afternoon session, and later we added an evening session. We worked morning, noon and night, leaving the
sessions for meals and going back from meals to work. Jane Addams was getting from every member of the
party the best she had to give, while making the giver see that that which we moulded out of the intelligence of
the group was much better than the best in any one of us. Always unity and solidarity of purpose prevailed.

We were held up outside the coast of England for four days, just off the coast from Dover or Deal. While held as
prisoners by order of the British Admiralty we were the guests of the Holland-American line and fared like

https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2020/10/20/peace-june-9-1915/ 2/7



2/14/24, 2:48 PM Peace — June 9, 1915 | Archives of Women's Political Communication
princesses, but prisoners for all that to whom the world was calling to be up and doing in the cause of peace.

When we reached Holland we learned we were very likely held out of the North Sea for our own good, as there
had been some serious action there while we sat quietly waiting the signal to move on. Had we gone into the
trouble we would have had to take the consequences.

We reached Rotterdam 7 p. m., April 27th; had to take one-half hour's ride to reach the Hague, where we ate a
hurried supper, then on to the first evening meeting. The meetings were held in the Dierentuin, the largest
meeting hall outside of the Madison Square Gard in New York I have ever seen. The hall was full to overflowing
with the delegates and the people of Holland, who came great distances to be present at the night sessions.

The four days the women of Europe sat waiting for the United States delegates to arrive made heroines of us all.
We were welcomed as sisters saved from the sea, to whom might be given the wisdom to know how to bravely
serve the others. In all honesty I think I can say the women of the United States did not disappoint the hopes of
the women of Europe.

At the Hague we found there were 1,328 women enrolled as members of the Congress; there were 954 delegates
present from sixteen countries—England, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Austria, Hungary, Belgium,
Armenia, Brazil, Poland, Italy, South Africa, Canada, Holland and the United States of America.

The members not present were prevented from coming by the governments at war.
At the Hague, by a unanimous vote, Jane Addams was made chairman of the Congress.

While the past has given to gods credit for deeds great and heroic, I believe the future will have to place by the
side of the gods the goddess of great and heroic deeds, or maybe, better still the future will show how the God of
War was vanquished forever by the Goddess of Peace. Be that as it may, when the International Congress of
Women was called to order April 28, 9 a. m., at that table of peace beside Jane Addams there sat and worked two
of these wonderful women from each of the nations assembled, super-women, goddesses, if you will, who
through their own fine sympathy and intelligence were working to make love grow where hate might so easily
flourish.

These women sat at a table such as Christ and His disciples are pictured at when taking their Last Supper
together. The table of women may some day become the symbol of the day when woman made her vital
contribution to the sisterhood of women and the motherhood of the same, by declaring woman's right to share
the bread of peace and plenty of one nation with that of another, through the love and understanding in the heads
and hearts of the women of all nations.

At the table of peace Jane Addams was the central figure; at her right hand sat the two German delegates, at her
left hand the two English delegates; next to the German delegates sat the Belgian delegates; next to the English
sat the Austrian, and so on down the table, two women from each of the nations represented.

The meetings were conducted in three languages—English, French and German.

The splendid women secretaries translated immediately from one language to another, as if it was just as easy to
speak three languages as it is to speak one. The Europeans seem to learn three languages at school as we are
taught the three R's—reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Without more words from me you will understand the great goodness in human nature which the success of this
congress bespeaks. The spirit of love permeated all those present It made them forget national strife for the sake
of international peace.

Every woman at the congress understood that peace cannot and will not come if we sit with folded hands waiting

for its arrival. A peace propaganda is not one in which we can sit and talk big talk and do nothing, while human
beings are slaughtered by the millions for one reason or another. So these women undertook the peace movement
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as a crusade in which women were enlisting to pay the price of eternal vigilance—eternal vigilance in order that
no child born on this planet may be deprived of its rightful inheritance of peace and plenty through industry and
the full return therefrom.

These women knew that to them will fall the duty and the privilege of proving that the peoples of the earth will
do right one by the other through mutual interest and the fraternity of nations sooner than by the power of
authority exercised autocratically from above.

To secure this fraternity of nations and give it expression in the democratic laws, the voice of the whole people,
men and women, must be heard in the making and enforcing of these laws. To secure these rights of autonomy
and self-government, in order that all may do their duty, will need much work, quiet, steady patient unending
service in season and out of season.

The International Congress of Women at The Hague took up this work of active service in this crusade to make
the men and women of all nations, creeds and colors love one another, because they were worthy of love,
knowing the road would be a difficult one, but that it was the only one which could bring peace on earth.

In our midst sat women whose hearts were torn and b lee d in g because of the horrors they had witnessed and
lived through, women whose eyes had grown accustomed to seeing maimed men on every street, blind men
learning to use their fingers, without the aid of sight, in the hope that when the war is over they may be again
self-supporting. These women were petitioning all women to love one another for the sake of those who were
suffering, through no fault of their own, save that they were ignorant of the ways of militarism and what was
done in its name to all peoples. These women maintained the people, the great mass of the common peoples, had
no bitterness in their hearts for each other; their interests were mutual if not identical; from their mutual
understanding and interest the women knew there would be born a day in which war would be only a memory.

The first night's meeting, April 27th, was given over to short speeches from the women of all lands.

A word of welcome was spoken to the strangers by Dr. Alletta Jacobs of Holland.

Madame Rose Genoli brought greetings from Italy.

Froken Anna Kleman brought greetings from Sweden.

Miss Kathleen Courtney brought greetings from Great Britain and Ireland.

Fraulein Vilma Glucklich brought greetings from Hungary.

Dr. Keilhau brought greetings from Norway.

Dr. Anita Augspurg brought greetings from Germany.

Fru Tybjerg brought greetings from Denmark.

Frau Leopoldina Kulka brought greetings from Austria.

Mrs. Fannie Fern Andrews, of. Boston. from the United States.

The next morning, May 28th, all delegates were in their seats early, and active work began on the program.
The second night, April 28th, was given over to speeches on what war meant to the women of all lands.
The story was the same from all nations: Women pay the first and last full tax of all wars. They take up the
burden of production when the men are forced to lay down their tools to take up guns. They must feed the men at

the front while in their bodies they must build the next generation perhaps to share a like fate. These women, one
and all, maintained war must cease. They stated emphatically this cessation can only come through the growth
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and development of the anti-military spirit in the whole people. This is a matter of education; education is
principally woman's work.

April 29th was given over to talks on suffrage from the women of all lands, those who had the vote those who
were working to get the vote. Here again unanimity of purpose and solidarity of thought prevailed. All the
speakers maintained the time for democracy is here, the enfranchisement of women in all lands is necessary to
make the self-government of people possible. Ballots in the hands of women, preferable to bullets in the hands
of their fathers, husbands and sons as a means of settling questions political, industrial or territorial. Arbitration
and conciliation can be trusted to settle all questions to-day. For this woman must be given an opportunity to
write the laws, and help establish the relations which must prevail between nations before men and women can
live on this planet in peace. Intelligent women must refuse to re-people the earth for any purpose less worthy
than to work out a destiny of constructive peace and harmony. For this the enfranchisement of women is needed.

On April 30th at least twenty women from different lands brought their messages of energetic sympathy to the
congress. All the speakers were filled with altruistic cosmopolitanism, rather than narrow, egotistical patriotism
of one country for itself and its people, regardless of what happened to humanity as a whole.

It would be impossible to give you the thoughts of all those splendid women, doctors all, educators. physicians,
writers, economists, lecturers, and workers generally for the liberty of the human family.

When Gerald Massey wrote his glorious poem to the Men of '48, who was there then to understand that before
the glorious dreams of the men could be made realities, beside the spirit of those wise men would have to, stand
the dauntless spirit of the mothers of men to make possible the fusion of the peoples through the sympathy,
intelligence, and love of the women of 1915.

This fusion of the people was begun in the work of the International Congress of Women at The Hague, and
especially expressed in those five-minute speeches on April 30th.

Jane Addams, who made the address of the evening, made her strong plea for the spiritual which, in spite of the
grossest materialism, will survive and triumph.

She put the question, why had women come from both warring and neutral nations? Because women realized the
spiritual value of Internationalism which surrounds and completes our national life. Men have recognized
internationalism in science, art, philosophy and religion. Women are here demanding it for political life. We must
find methods of expression for this new internationalism. We must trust international good will.

If the idealism of men can drive men to the point of making war, then cannot the idealism of wo men induce
them, at no matter what cost to themselves, to give to the world their spiritual message, the world to use it now if
it will, but surely at last, for always the spiritual triumphs however difficult the situation into which it has come.

Then when your delegate was asked to give labor's message, she tried to say what you would have her say, in no
failing tones, out of the fulness of a heart of love ;to all these intelligent women. She tried also to be true to that
department of school children who asked her to speak for them in the name of peace. As their teacher mother
they asked her to bring peace on earth, in order that their children might be permitted to fulfill their function as
useful workers in their day of the world's work. Rather a large order for any poor mortal, but they are young and
how can we old ones serve the young better than by trying through our larger experience to make the dreams of
youth come true. With all seriousness she therefore tried to use her time to say for the 250,000 working women
what no other woman there was delegated to say—namely, that the organized workers of the world had been
carrying on a peace propaganda for more than fifty years, that these workers had done more for international
peace than all the capitalist peace movements put together. Yet where were the workers and their representatives
to-day? Where were the institutions and societies that by industry and personal sacrifice they had built up? All
gone, all mowed down as grass before the devastating machinery of war. She tried to tell them that most of the
workers in the United States were exiles from the European countries because they could not make a living in
their native lands, but for all that the love of their hearts was in their own lands. They had left their own lands to
seek larger opportunities; they soon learned that the same economic struggle to live holds the workers down in
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all lands, yet it is the courage and pioneer spirit of the people who leave their native land to try to make their
fortune in a new world that underlies the labor struggle in the United States, which will be satisfied with nothing
short of industrial democracy; further, that the industrial war waged in the United States will run a very close
second to military war in the mortal statistics of the future, which will be compiled to show how men, women
and children sacrificed to empire and profit alike by their masters, political and industrial, in the twentieth
century. The workers must learn that ignorance is the evil which destroys all before it, and that profit and
idleness are the canker worm and the cancer which eat the vitals out of life and labor on this planet. She told
them further that the thoughtful women in the labor struggle were beginning to see that there must be something
fundamentally wrong with society as organized to-day, since if the workers escape death by cannon the y meet
with it in the exigencies of commerce, which sap them white in factories and mills, for profit, through long hours
and short wages, or again feeds sixty thousand of the youngest working women in the United States into the
white slave trade every year.

Yet we, the workers, would dismiss our own immediate wrongs for the moment, after calling attention to them,
in the hope of establishing a peace on earth that shall be permanent—permanent because it shall be established
in accordance with the first law of life, which is to labor; for this every child must be taught how to labor, every
worker must join the constructive army of the workers, for so and so only can the people shake off those
parasites, personal and institutional, that live by and profit on the negotiations leading up to war and the carrying
on of the murderous business.

To sum up and give a mental picture of the work done at the International Congress of Women: We set sail in a
very light craft of hope on a seething sea which might rise up and submerge us at a moment's notice. We found in
our travels 1,300 other women imbued with the same faith; they had all come together in response to the call of
brave women in countries at war. High up in the crow's nest of the craft on which we sailed sat intellect, using
the strongest glasses at its command to detect and prepare to meet any signs of disturbance or trouble on the far
horizon. Every woman on board was tense with the desire to serve to her utmost capacity in the cause of peace.
The wonderful ship was kept afloat and sailing smoothly by the stokers in their holds below the surface; the
work of the stokers was carried on so quietly, so far from sight, that intellect itself almost forgot the existence of
the men at the furnaces and the boilers below. Yet unless the stokers on that ship, the men in the mines, the
women in the factories, the girls in the shops; the children in the mills, the vast army of workers, can be made to
understand it is their labor and their blood which supplies the energy that keeps the ship of state afloat, as well as
the body social intact, there is no hope for permanent peace. Only when the workers are intelligent enough to
stop all industry, when anywhere on earth a worker is compelled to take up arms to destroy that which humanity
through long ages of labor has built up, will war cease. To teach this is labor's mission, none but the workers can
do this work.

The labor movement is the true peace movement of the world, because it is based on principles which are just,
and therefore will bring peace and plenty to all who obey labor's law.

The world has had only two forms of civilization thus far—the military and the industrial. Military civilization is
what has brought Europe where she is to-day, with seventeen million men in arms in eight countries, costing
seven billion six hundred million dollars to keep them active in destruction for six months. Who must pay for all
of this? The workers, the producers, unto the fifth, sixth and seventh generation to come.

What an industrial civilization can be is typified by the hundred years of peace which has existed between the
United States and Canada, with a four thousand mile border line between them without a fort or battleship in
sight on either side.

We, the workers, must put all our energy to work in the constructive army of labor, to establish this industrial
civilization upon a permanent basis. We must insist that sane people can settle all disputes, nation or
international, by arbitration and conciliation. We must teach that the worker, the producer battling for industrial
justice is the hero in an industrial civilization. We must work for universal anti-militarism. If we will do these
things as the workers' contribution to an industrial civilization, we can let the poor politician build few more
battleships because they know not what else to do. We,. the workers, when the time is ripe, will make floating
schools out of these battleships. We will leave the guns on shore and take brains on board. We will give health,

https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2020/10/20/peace-june-9-1915/ 6/7



2/14/24, 2:48 PM Peace — June 9, 1915 | Archives of Women's Political Communication

pleasure and knowledge to the students, and inspire humanity with a crew of energetic, sympathetic, constructive
minded youths who shall inaugurate and represent the altruistic cosmopolitanism of the future, not my country as
against they country, but our world, our humanity. This, and nothing short of this, is labor's stand on the peace
question. Labor stands for organization and co-operation. Labor must never lose sight of its great ideal, which is
the establishment of universal peace, a universal republic, and the solidarity of mankind.

National Women's Trade Union League of America. Proceedings of the Fifth Biennial Convention of the
National Women's Trade Union of America. Chicago.

Neither the Catt Center nor lowa State University is affiliated with any individual in the Archives or any
political party. Inclusion in the Archives is not an endorsement by the center or the university.
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CHAPTER XXVII: NEGRO WOMEN IN WAR WORK

Enthusiastic Service of Colored Women in the Wartime Emergency --Overcoming the Problems of Race by Pure
Patriotism-Work for the Red Cross--The Young Women's Christian Association --The Colored Hostess Houses
and Rest Rooms for Soldiers--War Problems of Living--The Circle for Negro War Relief--Colored Women in the
Loan Drives--Important Work in War Industris .

By ALICE DUNBAR-NELSON

When the world war began, even before the United States had entered the conflict the women of this country
were thrilled as women have ever been since wars began, with the desire to serve. As if in anticipation of the
days soon to come when their own men would be sent forth to battle, they began to sew and knit and plan relief
work for the men of other nations. It was but an earnest of the days to come, when every nerve of the nation
would be strained to care for its own men.

When, after that day in April, 1917, so filled with direful possibilities for the nation, the women realized that
they were indeed to be called upon to give up their all, there was but one desire in the hearts of all the women of
the country--to do their utmost for the men who were about to go forth to battle for an ideal. Overnight careless
idlers were transformed into busy workers; social butterflies into earnest grubs; thoughtless girls into poised
women; card clubs into knitting circles; aspirants to social honors into workers whose sole ambition was to be a
definite factor in helpful service. Where there had been petty bickering, there was now a realization that this was
no time for the small things of life. The one common sorrow of loss of the men dearest to them, of seeing their
sons, brothers, fathers and husbands in the great conflict, welded together the woman of the nation, and purged
the dross of littleness from their souls by the fire of service.

One thing which served to strengthen and intensify the feeling of responsibility and seriousness of the women of
the country was the fact that for the first time in the history of the world, a nation at war recognized its women as
a definite asset in the conduct of the war. Hitherto, her place had been that of those in the poem, For men must
work, and women must weep. Hers was the task of sending her men forth to return with their shields or upon
them, while she remained at home to weep and perhaps make bandages against the return of her wounded men.
As a factor in the war she was nil, save in those isolated and abortive cases in history where she became and
Amazon or a Molly Pitcher.

But in April, 1917, all this was changed! The nation called upon its women to do definite and constructive work,
far-reaching and real. It called them not only to nurse the wounded, but to conserve the health of those at home;
not only to give aid and comfort ot the fighting men, but to preserve the health and morals of the women whom
they must meet, love, and marry; not only to make bandages for the stricken soldiers, but to provide ambulances
and even drive them; not only to give love and tears, but money, which they raised from every legitimate source;
not only to cheer the men as they marched to the front, but to keep up the morale of those left at home; and to
fan into a flame the sparks of patriotism in the breasts of those whom the country denied the privilege of bearing
arms. With one stroke the Government organized every woman of the nation into an inclusive body, and
mobilized the formerly overlooked greatest asset of the nation.

Into this maelstrom of war activity the women of the Negro race hurled themselves joyously. They asked no
odds, remembered no grudges, solicited no favors, pleaded for no privileges. They came by the thousands, hands
opened wide to give of love and service and patriotism. It was enough for them that their country was at war; it
was enough for them that there was work to do. Centuries of labor had taught them the love of labor; a heritage
of service had taught them the beauty of giving of themselves, and a race record of patriotism and loyalty had
imbued them inherently with the flaming desire to do their part in the struggle of their native land.

The problem of the woman of the Negro race was a peculiar one. Was she to do her work independently of the
women of the other race, or was she to merge herself into their organizations? There were separate regiments for
Negro soldiers; should there be separate organizations for relief work among Negro women? If she joined relief
organizations, such as the Red Cross Society, and worked with them, would she be assured that her handiwork

https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cbibliographic_details%7C2754204/negro-women-war-work 113



2/14/24, 3:45 PM Negro Women in War Work

would reach black hands on the other side of the world, or should she be great-hearted and give her service,
simply for the sake of giving, not caring who was to be benefited? Could she be sure that when she offered her
services she would be understood as desiring to be a help, and not wishing to be an associate? As is usually the
case when any problem presents itself to the nation at large, the Negro faces a double problem should he essay a
solution --the great issue and the lesser problem of racial adjustment to that issue.

However, the women of the race cut the Gordian knot with magnificent simplicity. They offered their services
and gave them freely, in whatsoever form was most pleasing to the local organizations of white women. They
accepted without a murmur the place assigned them in the ranks. They placed the national need before the local
prejudice; they put great-heartedness and pure patriotism above the ancient creed of racial antagonism. For pure,
unalloyed unselfishness of the highest order, the conduct of the Negro women of the United States during the
world war stands out in splendid relief, a lesson to the entire world of what womanhood of the best type really
means.

Colored Women and the Red Cross

At the very beginning of the war, the first organization to which the women of the country naturally turned was
the Red Cross Society. It was to be expected that the colored woman, preeminently the best nurse in the world,
would necessarily turn to the Red Cross Society as a field in which to exercise her peculiar gifts. Red Cross
branches were organized in practically every community in the country. Yet it is extremely difficult to tell just
what the contribution of the colored woman has been to this organization. We are told that, The American Red
Cross during the war enlisted workers without regard to creed or color and no

separate records were maintained of the work of any particular Auxiliary. We know that some eight million
women worked for the Red Cross in one way or another during the war, but we have no figures indicating how
many of them were colored.

In the Northern cities the colored women merged their identity in their Red Cross work with the white women,
that is, in some Northern cities. In others, and in the South, they formed independent units, auxiliaries to the
local branches presided over by the women of the other race. These auxiliaries sent hundreds of thousands of
knitted garments to the front, maintained restaurants, did canteen service where they could; sent men from the
local draft boards to the camps with comfort kits; in short, did all that could be done--all that they were allowed
to do.

But the story of the colored woman and the Red Cross is not altogether a pleasant one. Unfortunately, her
activities in this direction were considerably curtailed in many localities. There were whole sections of the
country in which she was denied the privilege of doing canteen service. There were other sections in which
canteen service was so managed as to be canteen service in name only. Local conditions, racial antipathies,
ancient prejudices militated sadly against her usefulness in this work. To the everlasting and eternal credit of the
colored woman be it said that, in spite of what might have been absolute deterrents, she persisted in her service
and was not downcast in the face of difficulties.

The best part of the whole situation lies in the fact that in the local organizations of the Red Cross the Negro
woman was the beneficiary. The Home Nursing classes and the classes in Dietetics not only served to strengthen
the morale of the women engaged therein, but raised the tone of every community in which they were organized.
This was shown during the influenza epidemic of 1918, when a panic-stricken nation called upon its volunteer
nurses of every race and color, and the women of the Red Cross were ready in response and in training.

Theodore Roosevelt has said, All of us who give service and stand ready for sacrifice, are the torch-bearers. We
run with the torches until we fall, content if we can then pass them to the hands of other runners. If that be the
case, the gray chapter of the colored nurses in overseas service is a golden one. Early in 1918

the Government issued a call for nurses. The need was great overseas; it was greater at home. Colored women
since the inception of the war had felt keenly their exclusion from overseas service. The need for them was
acute; their willingness to go was complete; the only thing that was wanted was authoritative sanction. In June,
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1918, it was officially announced that the Secretary of War had authorized the calling of colored nurses in the
national service. It was an act that did more complete justice to our people, in enfranchising our women for this
noble service than any other of the war. All colored nurses who had been registered by the American Red Cross
Society were thus given the right to render service to their own race in the army. Colored nurses were assigned to
the base hospitals at Camp Funston, Kansas; Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois; Camp Dodge, Des Moines, lowa;
Camp Taylor, Louisville, Kentucky; Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio, and Camp Dix, Wrightstown, New
Jersey. At these camps a total of about 38,000 colored troops were located.

The Service of Colored Nurses

Colored people throughout the country felt deep satisfaction over this authorization of the enrollment of colored
nurses at the base hospitals and camps. Hundreds of competent colored nurses had registered their names for
many months with the Nursing Division of the American Red Cross, in the hope of finally securing positions
where their skill and experience could be utilized to proper advantage. These last were particularly gratified over
the happy turn of affairs. At the convention of the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses held at St.
Louis, Missouri, a formal message of appreciation was sent to the War Department, the American Red Cross
Society, and other agencies that had been instrumental in pushing their claims.

Mrs. Adah B. Thomas, R. N., president of the National Association of Graduate Nurses, attached to the staff of
the Lincoln Hospital and Home in New York City, gave a typical expression of the sentiment of the colored
nurses and the colored people generally with reference to the admission of colored women to this branch of
service. She was the first to offer herself for overseas service. Indianapolis, Indiana, sent a contingent for active
service at once. Elizabeth Miller of Meharry Medical College, Nashville,

Tennessee, answered the Government call and was assigned to duty at a nitrate plant in Alabama.

These were but sporadic instances indicating the instant response to the long-waited call to service.
Unfortunately, before any considerable change in existing circumstances surrounding this branch of service
could be made, the Armistice was signed and history will never know what the colored woman might have done
on the battlefields of France as a Red Cross Nurse. Rumor, more or less authentic, states that over 300 colored
nurses were on the battlefields, though their complexion disguised their racial identity.

Young Women's Christian Association

Of the remedial agencies at work for the relief of humanity, and the shouldering of responsibility for the health,
morals, and happiness of those also working for the relief of humanity, the Young Women's Christian
Association in its operation among the colored girls, women, and men stands out pre-eminently. The reason for
this is not hard to seek--the qualities of personality in the leader of this work among colored women, Miss Eva
D. Bowles.

At the time the country faced the possibility of war, the National Board of the Young Women's Christian
Association was confronted with the great responsibility of helping to safeguard the moral life of women and
girls as affected by war conditions. Request came from the United States War Department Commission on
Training Camp Activities and from the Young Men's Christian Association, for women workers to undertake
work among girls in communities adjacent to army and navy training camps. Hence the formation of the War
Work Council. It was organized in June, 1917, with a membership of 100, its function to help meet the special
needs of girls and young women in all countries affected by the war. Allied with this was the Junior War Work
Council, and the Patriotic League. The extension of these activities among colored girls and women was
simultaneous, and one of the brightest chapters in the story of women in the war is the one which records how
this work measured up to the responsibilities laid upon it.

The War Work Council of the Young Women's Christian Association, recognizing the loyalty and the need of the
colored
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women and girls of the country, devoted 400,000 of its 1918 budget to the work among the colored girls. When
it was organized there was one colored National Secretary and sixteen associations or communities, with nine
paid workers. The great demand for a better morale among the girls of the country soon raised that number to
twelve National workers, three field supervisors, and forty-two centers, with sixty-three paid workers.

There were opened up in the various camps fifteen hostess houses with complete staffs of colored women. These
houses served a splendid purpose. When the War Department planned the great training camps it may not have
remembered the women of the country in the stress of making up the army of men, or it may have thought that if
it said that there were to be no women in the camps, there would be none. But every woman knows that as long
as there is a path to the camps, that path the women will follow; be it on foot, by boat, in cars, trains, trolleys,
motor cars, or on horseback; and if there be no trail, the women will blaze one. They must see if their men are ill,
or living, and how they are living. If they are ill, they must get to them; if homesick, they must cheer them; if
they are leaving for overseas, they must say good-bye to them. And if there are none of their own, they must be
charitable enough to extend their good-will to the lonely and heart-hungry of others.

Hence the birth of the Hostess House idea; a bit of home in the camps, a place of rest and refreshment for the
women folks belonging to the soldiers; a sheltering chaperonage for the too-enthusiastic girl; a dainty
supplement to the stern face of the camp-life of the soldiers; an information bureau for women and soldiers
alike; a clearing-house for the social activities which included the men in camps and their women visitors.

As the colored troops came into the camps in large numbers, there was an urgent appeal to meet the needs of
their women. The first house to be opened was at Camp Upton, when the Buffaloes (367th) were being made
into the crack regiment that it afterward became; Mrs. Hannah C. Smith, the pioneer among the Hostess House
leaders, going there to take charge in the early part of November, 1917. Only great enthusiasm and faith in the
value of the work to be done could have brought about the results

which Mrs. Smith achieved at Camp Upton at this time. The temporary headquarters for the hostess house were
in a barracks with few conveniences and almost no possibilities. Mrs. Smith, with her co-worker, Mrs. Norcomb,
soon made the place as homelike as possible. This was the beginning of the Hostess House work for colored
women.

In no very great while Hostess Houses in seven of the large camps were in operation and others soon followed.
In some camps, where there was a definite surety, work was begun in the barracks. From many Southern camps
came the request for the immediate erection of houses on an insufficient plan, but these plans were rejected.
Finally, in the natural progress that came, the houses were erected, and used the same as other Hostess Houses.
The relationship of the staff to the whole staff of the camp developed into an ideal, and all groups working under
the general tutelage of the Young Women's Christian Association understood each other and had a better
appreciation of mutual problems by working together.

The Y. W. C. A. and War Industries

As the war progressed, our colored girls were taken into almost every phase of the industrial field. It was then
recognized early in the work that the success of the movement depended largely upon the correct interpretation
of the colored girl to her employer and her white co-worker, and of a fair, just attitude of the white worker
toward the colored girl. The war opened up many avenues of employment and service to the colored girls that
had not hitherto been her privilege to accept, principally in the industrial field, and with the opening up of these
new lines of work, new problems were developed; consequently there came a demand for women to go into
localities where factories were located, to make investigations as to working conditions, housing and recreational
facilities; to create a better understanding between the employer and employee, and to assist in the opening up of
new opportunities for work. As a result of this, an industrial worker was placed at such vital points as Detroit, St.
Louis, Louisville, East St. Louis, Nitro, West Virginia; Penniman, Virginia, and Philadelphia, with one appointed
for Baltimore, and an acute situation in Washington cared for.

Not only was there need for the care and protection of the girl in the factory, but equally as much so for those in
more social
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communities. This led to the development of club and recreational centers especially in cities near which camps
were located. To-day, these centers reach from New York to Los Angeles, California, and from St. Paul,
Minnesota, to San Antonio, Texas. These clubs and recreational centers are also an important feature in industrial
communities.

Splendid Colored Women Workers

Not only in groups, but as individuals, the women felt the call of this great and important work, and responded
from every walk of life. There were many offers of volunteer service, and Miss Mary Cromwell, of Washington,
D. C., was one of those to offer. She spent the summer at Camp Dix as a volunteer information and emergency
hostess, and completed her two months of observation and service, feeling that there was an imperative need for
the workers to be able to differentiate between types of people and to deal with each type scientifically as well as
sympathetically; to know enough about such things as Home Service, War Risk Insurance, Protective Agencies,
and Allotments, to answer any question that might be asked.

Miss Cromwell was well fitted both by training and experience for her work. As an undergraduate at Ann Arbor,
she spent her summers in New York doing special investigations for the Charity Organization Society. After
graduating, she became a teacher in the Dunbar High School of Washington, and there she became interested in
the Washington alleys, and opened a settlement in one of the most congested districts. Later, she received her
master's degree from the University of Pennsylvania for special research work in psychology.

The arduous task of directing the work of the Industrial Section of the War Work Council was given over to Miss
Mary E. Jackson, as Special Industrial Worker among Colored Women for the War Work Council. She was
appointed in December, 1917. Prior to that time, Miss Jackson did statistical work in the Labor Department of
the State of Rhode Island.

Associated with Miss Bowles in this War Work Council of colored women as heads of departments in addition to
Miss Mary E. Jackson, were Miss Crystal Bird, girls' worker; Mrs. Vivian W. Stokes, who at one time was
associated with the National Urban

League and assisted in making a survey of New York City in connection with the Urban League of New York
(Mrs. Stokes' work in connection with the Room Registry work has already been mentioned); Mrs. Lucy B.
Richmond, special worker for town and county; Miss Mabel S. Brady, recruiting secretary in the Personnel
Bureau; Miss Juliette Dericotte, special student worker; Mrs. Cordelia A. Winn, formerly a teacher in the public
schools of Columbus, Ohio; Mrs. Ethel J. Kindle, special office worker. Miss Josephine V. Pinyon was appointed
a special war worker in August, 1917. She is a graduate of Cornell University, a former teacher, and a student Y.
W. C. A. secretary from 1912 to 1916.

The field workers were Mrs. Adele Ruffin, South Atlantic Field, appointed in October, 1917. Mrs. Ruffin was a
teacher for some years at Kittrell College, and then secretary of the Y. W. C. A. branch at Richmond, Virginia.
Miss May Belcher had charge of the South Central field and Miss Maria L. Wilder of the Southwestern field.
Miss Elizabeth Carter was loaned to the Association work by the Board of Education of New Bedford,
Massachusetts, where she is the only colored teacher in the city. She is chairman of the Northeastern Federation
of Colored Women's Clubs, and former president of the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs. She
was placed in charge of the center in Washington, D. C.

Aside from these, there was a small army of club and recreation workers, Hostess House workers, industrial
workers, and supervisors. Throughout the trying ordeal of directing the work of these assistants, and meeting the
huge problems presented to the council, Miss Bowles remained perhaps the most effective and achieving, and at
the same time, noiseless worker among the colored women in this country.

Women's Division, Council of National Defense
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The Council of National Defense made the best organized attempt at mobilizing the colored women of all the
war organizations. In most Northern States it was felt that separate organizations were superfluous, yet, on the
other hand, in many cases it was agreed that the work could be best served by distinct units. There were many
ramifications to the work of the Council of Defense; registration of women, the weighing and measuring of
babies, the establishment of milk stations, health and recreations centers, supervision of women

in industry, correlation with other war organizations. Different States excelled in different phases of the work. In
the establishment of Child Welfare and the conservation of infancy Alabama seems to be the banner state, the
best work emanating from Tuskegee, where the examination of infants was under the care of Mrs. J. W.
Whitaker. At Birmingham, Alabama, Mrs. H. C. Davenport had charge of the activities of the Council and was
particularly successful in the establishment of Community houses at two great industrial centers, Acipco and
Bessemer. In the first community, where the managers of the plant had established a model village with
community house and all forms of Community life, the entire program of the Council of Defense was carried
through, conservation of children, attention to health and recreation, with a very strong emphasis on food
conservation. In the latter instance, a Community house established in the heart of the village of Bessemer
concentrated on child welfare, food conservation, and war gardens.

Service in Various States

Two women in Florida stand out as doing yeoman service under the work of the Women's Committee of the
Council of Defense. Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, who at Daytona, where her splendid school is situated, pushed
forward the work of the Emergency Circle, Negro War Relief, and Miss Eartha White, the State Chairman of the
Colored Woman's Section of the Council of Defense. Under her direction Florida was organized into excellent
working units, with a particular concentration on a Mutual Protection League for Working Girls, who had taken
up the unfamiliar work of elevator girls, bell girls in hotels, and chauffeurs. From this it was not far to a Union of
Girls in Domestic Service, a by-product of war conditions that might well be continued in every city and hamlet
in the country.

In Colorado, the women formed themselves into a Negro Women's Auxiliary War Council, a Negro Women's
League for Service, and a Red Cross Auxiliary, all apparently working under the general management of the
Council of Defense. In Georgia, the president of the Georgia State Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, Mrs.
Alice Dugged Carey of Atlanta, reported organizations in Tallapoosa County, a community canning center in
Bremen, Coweta and Cobb counties, with other organizations in every important

city. The Illinois women, organized into a Committee on Colored Women, worked in cooperation with the Urban
League for training of Negro Women.

Delaware did not have a separate organization of the Council of Defense, but the race was represented on the
State Committee, and through them work was carried on. Mrs. Blanche W. Stubbs, president of the City
Federation of Christian Workers, represented the women, and through her efforts the usual classes in food
conservation were established at the Thomas Garrett Settlement, while a baby-weighing station was established,
and a public nurse appointed.

The work in Indiana was carried on by a separate division, largely directed by the State President of Colored
Women's Clubs, Mrs. Gertrude B. Hill. Kentucky, with no special woman's division, specialized on the
protection of girls. The best work done in Louisiana was in the conservation of children through the weighing
and measuring of babies, and in the effective registration of the women and the conservation of food.

Maryland did some splendid and effective work under the direction of Miss Ida Cummings, the State Chairman
of the Colored Women's Committee. Practically every phase of the inclusive program mapped out by the Council
of Defense was carried through, and a public-speaking class at the Bowie Summer School was successful.
Mississippi was organized by Miss Sallie Green, of Sardis, into eleven sections, corresponding with a similar
organization among the white women, with good work done in child conservation at Jackson. Mrs. Victoria Clay
Haley saw to it that Missouri did effective work. Colored women in North Carolina merged their war activities
into one, and were most successful in training camp activities, the War Camp Community Service maintaining
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an interesting work at Charlotte. In Portland, Oregon, the Rosebud Study Club, as was the case with so many
clubs, turned its attention knitting and a practical study of food conservation. In Columbia, South Carolina, the
Phyllis Wheatley Club opened a community center to be used as a clearing-house for war activities, welcoming
all war organizations to work within its walls--Y. W. C. A., Red Cross, War Camp Community Service, and
Council of Defence.

In Tennessee, Mrs. Cora Burke, of Knoxville had a successful

work; registration of nurses was particularly complete. The colored women of Nashville had a tag day to raise
funds for their Branch Council of National Defense. Virginia concentrated on food conservation and the
Children's Year, with most successful war gardens. A Colored Woman's Volunteer League was organized at
Newark, New Jersey, as a branch of the Mayor's committee, of the Woman's Committee of the Council of
National Defense, Mrs. Amorel Cook, president. This league established a canteen and specialized on making
soldiers feel at home.

War Problems of Living

The problems of living, made by the war, which were solved sometimes in whole, sometimes in part by the
Woman's Committee of National Defense, were many and various. For instance there was the shifting of the
percentage of women in the rural population particularly in the South, the same condition which was met in the
North in industrial plants. The employment of women in the cotton fields was as great a problem in its way as
the mass of girlhood in the Northern mills. This employment of the women could not but react upon the child,
with a consequent lowering of child vitality and raising of infant mortality. It was this condition which the
Council of Defense tried to meet, and to forestall the inevitable problems of reconstruction. Hence the
establishment of stations where babies were weighed, measured, tested, and placed under weekly supervision
with competent nurses in charge. Perhaps the various units did not always accomplish this end, but it was an
ideal worth striving for.

The Lure of the Khaki

One of the fundamental problems of the War--no new one but suddenly aggravated by the abnormal atmosphere
and excitement accompanying the presence of large numbers of soldiers--was that of the relationship of the
young girl and the soldier. What has been called the lure of the khaki is but an expression on the part of the girl
of her admiration for the spirit of the men who are willing to give their lives, if need be, in the defense of their
country. How to win this feeling into the right channels was one of the problems of the women in the war. It was
met by two organizations, the Young Women's Christian Association, of which we have spoken, and the War
Camp Community Service. It was the duty of the latter organization

to recreate home ties for enlisted men in cities adjacent to training camps.

It was in providing this home atmosphere that the War Camp Community Service was most successful.
Entertainment was developed for the colored soldiers; concessions let for poolrooms, picture shows, canteens
and cafeterias in connection with the work. But where the War Camp Community Service was most successful
was in the chaperoned dances, given at the clubrooms. Here the lure of the khaki might find conventional self-
expression. The largest of the Negro Community Service Clubs were in Des Moines, lowa; Battle Creek,
Michigan; Louisville, Kentucky; Chillicothe, Ohio; Charlotte, North Carolina; Petersburg and Newport News,
Virginia; Washington, D. C.; Baltimore, Maryland; Atlanta, Georgia; Montgomery, Alabama; and Columbia,
South Carolina.

This working together for a common purpose is resulting in building up a new community consciousness among
our own people and in turning our thoughts to community projects of a permanent nature. Early in the war, work
was started at Des Moines, lowa. Prom that time, with the next two centers at Chattanooga, Tennessee, there
were established in all sixty-six centers, located in Richmond, Newport News, Lynchburg, Norfolk, Petersburg
and Peniman, Virginia; Nitro, West Virginia; Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Williamsport, Germantown, Pennsylvania;
San Antonio, Houston and Fort Worth, Texas; St. Louis and Kansas City, Missouri; Washington, D. C.; Winston-
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Salem and Charlotte, North Carolina; Youngstown, Dayton, Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio; St. Paul,
Minnesota; Orange, Jersey City, Burlington and Montclair, New Jersey; Atlanta and Augusta, Georgia; Brooklyn
and New York City; Charleston and Columbia, South Carolina; Detroit, Michigan; Indianapolis, Indiana; Little
Rock, Arkansas; Louisville, Kentucky; Chicago, Illinois; with a special industrial worker at Chester,
Pennsylvania, in the person of Mrs. Sarah Fernandis, of Baltimore, an experienced social worker.

The Circle for Negro War Relief

Time and time again it was borne in upon the inner consciousness of the women of the race that though the
various organizations for war relief were doing all that was humanly possible for the soldiers of both races, they
were inadequate for all the needs of the Negro soldier and his family. There were avenues open for more

extensive relief; there were places as yet untouched by any organization; there were programs of direct War
Relief and Constructive Relief work which needed to be carried out and some separate organization for this work
was an imperative necessity. So the Circle for Negro War Relief came into existence in November, 1917. The
leading spirit in this movement was Mrs. Emily Bigelow Hapgood the president, and associated around her were
the best minds of the country, white and colored. The Circle was incorporated, and dedicated itself to the purpose
of promoting the welfare of Negro soldiers and their dependent families as they might be affected by the
emergencies of war.

The success this Circle was immediate and phenomenal. Within a few months, sixty units were formed,
extending from New York to Utah, to the far South, throughout the East, and middle West. Each unit dedicated
itself in its particular locality to the relief of some vital need either in the Community or in some nearby camp.
For instance Ambulance Unit of N. Y. gave a two-thousand dollar ambulance to Camp Upton. Unit No. 29 in St.
Helena, South Carolina, not only did the usual war knitting and letter writing, but during the influenza epidemic
formed itself into a health committee in codperation with the Red Cross.

It would be difficult to give a complete report of the work of all the units. It forms a voluminous mass of
interesting and illuminating statistics. The activities of the Circle ranged from the making of comfort kits to the
furnishing of chewing gum to the soldiers from the supplying of victrolas and records to the introduction of
Theodore Roosevelt, Irvin Cobb and Needham Roberts at Carnegie Hall; from the giving of Christmas trees in
Harlem to Southern dinners for the home-sick boys in Augusta, Georgia; from contributions of air-cushions from
Altoona, Pennsylvania, to the issuing of educational pamphlets on the subject of the Negro soldier.

The Circle of Negro War Relief and the Crispus Attucks Circle organized in Philadelphia in March, 1918,
constituted the nearer approach to a Red Cross or other organization of this character through which the colored
people cooperated during the war. The Crispus Attucks Circle did for Philadelphia what the Circle of Negro War
Relief did for New York. Its name fitly commemorated the first Negro who gave up his life to help make the
world safe for democracy. The one great project to which it directed all its

energies was the attempted establishment in Philadelphia of a base hospital for Negro soldiers, in which Negro
physicians and Negro nurses should care for their own.

It may be objected and is frequently a source of controversy that separate hospitals are non-essential. Idle and
fallacious reasoning! They are needed in some places as schools, churches and social organizations are needed. A
moot question, not to be thrashed out here; merely a remark in passing that the Crispus Attuck Circle a need, a
vital need, and aimed to fill it. Certainly if every individual in the world saw the vital need in his own particular
home circle or community and met that need with joyous service, there would be no more wars. This is what the
women of the race have done since April, 1917.

As the Circle of Negro War Relief radiated its influence from New York City and the Crispus Attucks Circle
concentrated its efforts in Philadelphia, so all over the United States various independent and private
organizations for the relief of the soldier came into being. The Soldiers' Comfort Unit of the War Service Center
opened headquarters on Massachusetts Avenue, Boston. It was one of the hundreds of similar organizations made
up of women who instinctively got together to work for the great cause, and who, with a small beginning, found
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themselves a part of a big work with possibilities only limited by the ability to meet them. In February, 1918,
Mrs. H. C. Lewis called together a small group of women who in a Peek's time supplied an urgent need for
knitted garments at Newport News. From this beginning, made with a dozen women, the unit grew into an
organization of a hundred and seventy-seven women and eventually connected itself with the Circle of Negro
War Relief.

In the first days the work was almost exclusively for the comfort of the soldiers, but before many months had
passed the scope of organization had widened to a place of entertainment for the soldiers, visits to hospitals,
visits to the nearby camp--Devens, with home-made pies and cakes; liberty sings on Sunday afternoons; lectures
on social hygiene and special educational lectures; codperation with Company L auxiliary, and with the Red
Cross.

The officers of the Soldiers' Comfort Unit were; President, Miss M. L. Baldwin; first vice-president, Mrs. C. H.
Garland; second vice-president, Mrs. Alary E. Rollins; recording secretary, Mrs.

Geo. W. Torbey; financial secretary, Mrs. Wm. L. Reed; treasurer, Mrs. C. Henry Robbins; executive secretary,
Mrs. U. A. Ridley.

Executive Committee--Mrs. Lucy Lewis, Chairman; Mrs. Wm. J. Williams, Mrs. Maud Cuney Hare Mrs. Wm.
Cromwell, Mrs. Geo. B. Lewis, Mrs. Amos Mason, Mrs. Alice Casneau, Mrs. Jas Hinton, Mrs. Agnes Adams.
Chairman Red Cross, A. M. Gilbert; Chairman House Committee, Mrs. Geo. Drummond; Chairman Hospitality
Committee, Mrs. Nellie Brown Mitchell.

After a year of work the Soldiers' Comfort Unit found itself facing a still larger field, the returning soldiers
coming from scenes of horror and devastation with problems and needs. Like all of the war organizations of the
women of the race, they found their work had only just begun.

Woman's Auxiliary of the 15th Regiment

In the early days of the old Fifteenth New York Regiment, when colored men were volunteering as members of
the military organization which was to become the first New York State Guard composed of colored men, it
occurred to a thoughtful woman of the race, a New Yorker by birth, that earnest colored women banded together
could be a potent factor in the life of the regiment.

The idea was carried out, and the Woman's Auxiliary, Fifteenth Regiment, was organized May 2, 1917, with one
hundred members. It received its credentials from Colonel William Hayward, May 9. The first definite work
undertaken was the investigation of the cases of men whose dependents claimed exemption for them. This was
an important factor in the perfect recruiting of the regiment and won commendation from the commanding
officer and his official staff.

It is the exclusive privilege of the colored people to adopt the slogan, No Color Line. It would seem a strange
commentary on the magnanimity of the American people to note that those who are the first to adopt the policy
of no discrimination are the ones against whom that discrimination is most often practiced. We have noted how
in every instance where organizations of colored women have been formed for War Relief there is a definite
policy of No Color Line. Now and then the fact was proclaimed publicly in sign or in motto, as in Boston and by
the Josephine Gray Colored

Lady Knitters of Detroit, Michigan, who knitted for ail American soldiers regardless of race, color, or nationality.
Colored Women in the Loan Drives

But not only in the definite work of relief, in knitting, sewing, care of dependents of soldiers or in the more
spectacular forms of war work were the women engaged. The raising of the sinews of War was a problem which

the United States faced. Every man, woman, and child in the country needed to be taxed to the utmost. How to
make the giving a pleasing privilege rather than a doleful duty devolved upon the women of the country. Five
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Liberty Loan drives, six Red Cross drives, the constant Thrift Stamp Drive, and a tremendous United War Camp
Drive, wherein uncountable billions were spoken of airily, staggered the average mind both in prospect and
retrospect. But Americans learned to think in big figures. Every one got the habit of saving; and the purse-strings
of America were permanently opened for the relief of the needs of the nation and to aid needy peoples overseas.

This reaction on the national conscience is of inestimable value. Charity will never again be the perfunctory
thing that it was before the Great War. Penury in giving will be frowned down upon as immoral. And this
quickening of the national conscience, this loosening of the national purse, is due in no small measure to the
fervor and zeal with which the women of the nation threw themselves into the campaigns for filling the war
coffers.

As was to be expected, the colored women were foremost in all the financial campaigns. The National
Association of Colored Women organized at the very beginning of the war to codperate in every way with the
Woman's Council of Defense. Mrs. Philip North Moore, President of the National Council of Women, says, No
women worked harder than the women of the National Association of Colored Women.

Mrs. Mary B. Talbert, President of the National Association of Colored Women, which has a membership of a
hundred thousand, is authority for the statement that in the Third Liberty Loan the colored women of the United
States raised about five million dollars. Savannah, Georgia, alone raised a quarter of a million dollars. Poor
colored women in a tobacco factory of Norfolk, Virginia, subscribed

ninety-one thousand dollars. Macon, Georgia, subscribed about twenty thousand.

The National War Savings Committee appointed colored women to conduct campaigns for the War Savings

Committee. One of the most notable of these appointments by the Secretary of the Treasury was that of Mrs.
Laura Brown, of Pittsburgh. She maintained an office from which whirlwind campaigns emanated, and set a
standard of efficiency of organization not easily equaled.

War Work Among Negro Children

One of the most effective ways of reaching the people of any community is through the children. Hence the work
of the colored teachers in reaching the race through the children under their care, has been in the highest degree
effectual. Throughout the South, in the middle Atlantic states in which there is a separate school system, in the
Middle West, and in the Southwest; in public schools, in endowed institutions, in colleges--in short wherever
colored teachers are employed to teach colored children, there was a constant and beneficial influence being
exerted in the entire race through its children. This influence made for loyalty, patriotism unquestioning and
devoted; and particularly did this influence raise the quota of the race's contribution to the National war chest.
Colored schools taught by colored teachers sent in every community a pro rata to the Thrift Stamp, Bed Cross,
United War Campaign, and Liberty Loans in considerable excess of the natural percentage. It would have been
easy to have failed just here with the children; it was difficult in many communities to overcome the natural
obstacles. But they were overcome. The amounts raised in all National drives through the colored women
teachers working with their children, are a monumental credit to the women of the race.

The Negro Exodus of 1917-18

Such a move as this was more important than appears on the face of the bald statement of the fact. In the
Northern cities directly affected by the exodus of Southern Negroes in 1917 and 1918, a by-product of the war,
there was suffering, intense and widespread, among the Negroes suddenly thrust into a climate and conditions
for which their life in the South had given them no preparation. Some cities, notably Detroit, met the situation
with a whole-hearted

desire on the part of the civic authorities to cope with the condition correctly and humanely. Other cities
lamented the influx into their borders, and let the new population shift for itself as best it could, resulting in a
pitiful increase of the death rate in pneumonia. The unprecedentedly hard winter of 1917-1918 was trying even
to those inured to the rigors of a Northern winter. Some cities drove out the invaders, or made conditions so
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uncomfortable that they drifted away, or suffered in silence. In other cases, notably Chester, Pennsylvania, the
colored women of the city took the matter in their own hands, and saved as best they could the pitiful stragglers
in their search for homes and work.

The tide of migration swept northward, and broke in a huge wave, beginning at Chester, Pennsylvania, in the
East, St. Louis and East St. Louis in the Middle West, and Los Angeles in the West, the crest of the wave
breaking in Philadelphia, Detroit and Chicago. It was a situation which the war had inevitably brought about--the
increase in munition plants and shipyards, with their need for more help, and consequent high wages; it was
helped by nature--the bollweevil devastating the little which the Southern laborers owned in cotton-field and
home; it was fostered by the growing unrest and bitterness due to lack of economic and educational opportunities
and to injustice dealt at home. When the true history of the great Negro Exodus of 1917-1918 shall be written, it
will prove as fascinating and as peculiar in its psychological ramifications as the story of the Exodus from Egypt.

Not the least interesting and splendid is the part played by the colored women in those cities where the crest of
the wave broke. Hunger and privation, even in the face of the big wages paid by the huge war plants, stared the
newcomers in the face, for there was not always work enough, and illness laid off many of those who had made
places for themselves in the industrial elysium. The housing conditions, or rather the lack of them, constitute one
of the blackest chapters in the history of the movement. Here is where the Christian fortitude and love of the
colored women who lived in those cities shine forth resplendently. They gave up their own homes to the
newcomers; they endured discomforts and inconveniences to help the women thus pitifully thrust into these
adverse conditions; they taught the women from the South the art of coping with the northern

climate; they nursed them when the inevitable sickness broke out; they gave them warm clothing and taught
them how to spend money to the best advantage in purchasing suitable clothes and proper food; they took
women and children into their homes, and helped them in ways that only women understand how to help each
other.

Maintaining the Negro Morale

Rumors, many and various, of the disaffection of the Negro, of his lack of patriotism, of the influence upon him
of so-called German propaganda, of the need of stimulating his patriotic fervor, swept through the country in the
spring and summer of 1918. Just how much of this so-called propaganda was German, and how much American,
and how much of it rumors which had their rise in hysterical fear, it is not given us to know. Why there was a
loss of patriotic interest in certain localities was not hard to discover. Here and there studied indifference on the
part of certain organizations toward the well-meant efforts of the colored women in attempting to help in war
relief; labor conditions; the old, old stories of prejudice and growing bitterness in the labor situation; rumors of
increased lynching activities--from all these a lukewarmness towards the conduct of the war had grown up in
various cities. And it was here again that the women met a difficult problem and helped to solve it.

Again we look to the army of women teachers, and their subtle and pervasive influence over the youth of the
race, and through children over their parents. It would be difficult to measure the service of these women in this
particular direction.

Here and there, however, there was a more spectacular appeal made to the patriotic emotions of the race through
pageants, demonstrations, or mass meetings. In some cases, the schools through school pageants and plays
appealed directly to the patriotic emotions; plays written by Negro authors were staged, commencement
exercises became rallying grounds of calls to the warmth of the race in its love for the nation.

Colored Women in War Industries
War has a way of forcing expedients. From 1914 until November, 1918, the economic balance of the nation was

sadly upset, first by the stopping of the tide of immigration from Europe, second by the exodus of the Negro to
the North, third by the
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drastic sweep of the draft law. The first opened the door of opportunity to the Negro laborer, the second depleted
the fields of the South, the third plunged the colored woman pell-mell into the industrial world--an entirely new
place for her.

For generations colored women have been working in the fields of the South. They have been the domestic
servants of both the South and the North, accepting the positions of personal service open to them. Hard work
and unpleasant work has been their lot, but they have been almost entirely excluded from our shops and
factories. Tradition and race prejudice have played the largest part in their exclusion. The tardy development of
the South and the failure of the colored woman to demand industrial opportunities have added further values.
Clearly, also, two hundred years of slavery and fifty years of industrial boycott in both the North and the South,
following the Civil War, have done little to encourage or to develop industrial aptitudes. For these reasons, the
colored women have not entered the ranks of the industrial army in the past.

But war expediency, for a time at least, partially opened the door of industry to them. It was an experiment and
like all experiments, it fell against problems, and those problems were met by the earnest consideration of
several agencies. We have already spoken of the splendid work of this department of the Young Women's
Christian Association, under the direction of Miss Mary E. Jackson of Providence, Rhode Island. In June, 1918,
a joint committee was formed in New York to study the employment of colored women in that city and its
environs. Serving on that committee were representatives from practically all the philanthropic organizations in
the city, and the result of its labors through two investigators, Mrs. Gertrude McDougald (colored) and Miss
Jesse Clarke (white), were given publicity in an interesting pamphlet, from which the above paragraph was
quoted. It is a significant fact that the colored woman in industry in a short time had reached the point where she
merited trained investigation.

Come out of the kitchen, Mary, was the slogan of the colored woman in war time. She doffed her cap and apron
and donned her overalls. Some States, such as Maryland and Florida, specialized in courses in motor mechanics
and automobile driving.

The munition factories took the girls in gladly. Grim statistics prove that their scale of wages was definitely
lower than a man's doing the same work, and sad to say a considerable fraction below that of white girls in the
same service, although Delaware reports some very high-priced, skilled ammunition testers, averaging seven to
twelve dollars a day. The colored girls blossomed out as switch-board operators, stock takers, wrappers, elevator
operators, subway porters, ticket choppers, track-walkers, trained signallers, yard-walkers. They went into every
possible kind of factory devoted to the production of war materials, from the most dangerous posts in munition
plants to the delicate sewing in aeroplane factories. Colored girls and colored women drove motor trucks,
unloaded freight cars, dug ditches, handled hardware around ship-ways and hardware houses, packed boxes.
They struggled with the discomforts of ice and fertilizing plants. They learned the delicate intricacies of all kinds
of machines, and the colored woman running the elevator or speeding a railroad on its way by signals was a
common sight.

Just what the effect of this marvelous influx of colored women into the industrial world would have upon the
race was a problem viewed with considerable interest. Pessimists predicted a sociological and psychological
upheaval in the ranks of the women of the race. A strange thing about it was that there was no perceptible racial
disintegration and the colored women bore their changed status and higher economic independence with much
more equanimity than white women on a corresponding scale of living. The reason for this may perhaps be
found in the fact that the colored woman had a heritage of 300 years of work back of her. Her children were used
to being left to shift for themselves; her home was used to being cared for after sundown. The careful
supervision of the War Work Council and the Council of Defense over the health and hours of the woman in
industry averted the cataclysm of lowered vitality and eventual unfitness for maternity.

The possible economic effect of this entrance into the unknown fields of industry on the part of the colored
woman will be that when pre-war conditions return and she is displaced by men and is forced to make her way
back into domestic service, the latter will be placed on a strictly business basis and the vocation of

housekeeping and home-making will be raised to the dignity of a profession.
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We have touched lightly the Negro woman in the world war. Lightly perforce, because of her innate modesty and
reticent carelessness in proclaiming her own good deeds. She emerges from the war more serious-minded, more
responsible, with a higher opinion of her own economic importance; with a distinct and definite aim and
ambition to devote her life to the furthering of the cause for which her men died on Flanders fields. She has
served the Red Cross at home and begged to serve it abroad; she has probed to the depths the real meaning of the
word Christianity; she has formed a second line of defense at home; she has learned the real value of community
service, and what it means to give of her time, means, and smiles to the weary soldiers passing through her town;
she has organized special circles of war relief on her own initiative, and given all that she could afford, from the
homely apple and sandwich and cigarette to an ambulance for service overseas.

She has given regally, munificently of her little to help fill the national war chest, and when there was no more in
her slender purse she has given her time and persuasiveness to induce others to follow her example. She has
endowed and maintained Hostess Houses and helped support the wives and children of the men in service. When
disaffection threatened, she fostered patriotism and overcame propaganda with simple splendid loyalty. She gave
up ease and clear skies for the dangers and hardships of death-dealing labor. She shut her eyes to past wrongs
and present discomforts and future uncertainties. She stood large-hearted, strong-handed, clear-minded,
splendidly capable, and did, not her bit, but her best, and the world is better for her work and her worth.

(s Wt
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