
Dialogues on Diaspora Series  
Each semester, the Department of Africana Studies co-

sponsors the “Dialogues on Diaspora” speaker series with 

the Institute on Black Life.  This series highlights research and 

creative work of faculty, students and visiting or invit-

ed  scholars.  Top-

ics for the series 

are very diverse 

and include inter-

disciplinary per-

spectives on the 

shape and context 
of the African 

Diasporan experi-

ence. 
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  The Africana 

Studies Depart-

ment has devel-

oped this unique 

opportunity for 

you to enhance 

your under-

standing of Afri-

ca through 

hands-on expe-

rience in Gha-

na.  The pro-

gram includes a 

two week study tour that allows participants to experience 

and understand Ghana's rich cultural history and traditional 

institutions, such as those of chieftaincy and associated cere-

monies. Participants will travel within the country of Ghana 

to four major regions of cultural, historical and academic 

significance; Kumasi, Cape Coast, Accra, and Ho. You will 
be given the opportunity to tour a gold field, meet with par-

liamentarians at the Capital, discuss health issues with physi-

cians in a regional hospital, visit several villages of dedicated 

craftspeople, cross a rainforest canopy, and sail on Lake 

Volta, the World's largest man-made lake.  Guest lectures, 

traditional ceremonies, and other special events will add to 

participants' understanding and appreciation of Ghana and 

Ghanaian people and culture.  You will complete this pro-

gram with a great deal of firsthand knowledge concerning 

West African society and culture that you can infuse into your 

major studies upon return.  

Important Contacts 
 

Africana Studies  Department 
Dr. Cheryl Rodriguez, Chair 

FAO 270 
813-974-2427 

 
Undergraduate Advisor 

Mr. Andrew J. Bird
         BEH 201
     813-974-6957
   ajbird@usf.edu  

What can I do with an Africana Studies Major or Minor? 

   Africana Studies graduates participate in our society as man-

agers, independent professionals, problem-solvers, decision-

makers and citizens with special expertise in the area of eth-

nic and cultural diversity. As with all liberal arts majors, specif-

ic careers might include, but are not limited to, business, hu-

man resources/services, law, mass media, museum curating, 

government, and education.  Whether you are an Africana 

Studies major or minor, the Africana Studies Program offers 

courses which prepare you to meet the challenges of a demo-

graphically dynamic world and help you to develop critical, 

analytical, and creative thinking, writing, and oral communica-

tion skills which are highly valued in the job market. 
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Our Mission 

   Africana Studies is an 

interdisciplinary field of 

study that focuses on the 

history and lived experi-

ence of Africans on the 

continent and in the Dias-

pora. The field of Africana 

studies grew out of, and is 

therefore shaped by, spe-

cific historical circumstances.  The general neglect or mis-

representation of the history and culture of Africans in 

Western historiography, the marginalization of people of 

African descent in the West, and their consequent reduced 

ability to investigate, document and systematically pass on 

their own history.   

 Africana Studies recognizes that the African and Diaspo-

ran experiences are part of the history of the wider world  

that is best understood from a holistic perspective. To 

actualize this perspective the Department is built on an 

interdisciplinary academic modality, combining social scien-

tific and humanistic perspectives. In this way, Africana Stud-

ies aspires to 

promote an un-

derstanding of 

humanity in gen-

eral, and the 

Black perspective 

in particular, that 

demonstrates the 

organic interrelationships among different aspects of life, 

aspects such as the religious, the economic, the political, 

the expressive/symbolic, and the social.  

 Students, cutting across ethnic, class, gender and age 

differences, recognize the evolutionary, socio-historical and 

cultural relevance of Africa in human society, and are often 

appalled at the misrepresentation of Africa and the Diaspo-

ra in popular and academic discourses. These historical 

occurrences not only define the academic endeavor of Afri-

cana Studies, but also help to determine the methods of 

carrying out that endeavor.  

 In the 30 years since the Department began, we have 

enjoyed a steady increase in student enrollment.  Today we 

serve more than  two thousand undergraduate students per 

year.  We look forward to continued growth and develop-

ment and invite you to join us in exploring the wonderful 

heritage of Africa and the African Diaspora. 

 

 

 Africana Studies is a liberal arts program offering both an 

undergraduate major and a minor. This program provides all 

students with the opportunity to study the history, culture 

and lived experiences of people of African descent in the 

United States, Africa, the Carib-

bean, and elsewhere; study the 

influence of Africa and people of 

African descent on world and 

U.S. thought, culture, and poli-

tics; study the social construction 

and consequences of race and 

racism; develop needed critical 

thinking skills to address the 

often narrow and Eurocentric 

bias in the current knowledge 

base; and examine their personal 

experiences, prejudices, and 

possible contributions in a multi-

racial, multi-cultural society.  

Students who major or minor in Africana Studies have the 
option of emphasizing African American Studies (including the 

Caribbean), 

African Studies, 

or African and 

African Diaspo-

ra Studies. Ad-

mission to the 

Africana Studies 

major or minor 

is open to all students who have been duly admitted to the 

University of South Florida. 

Requirements for the B.A. Degree (36 Credit Hours): 

Core Courses (15 credits) 

AFA2000 Introduction to the Black Experience 

AFH3100 African History to 1850 

AFA3200 African History Since 1850 

AMH3571 African American History to 1865 

AMH3572 African American History Since 1865 

Electives (21 credits) 

Undergraduate Studies Requirements for the Major 

Through diverse course offerings, the Department of Africana Studies 

challenges students to explore and create new ideas as they become 

actively engaged in the global community. 

    Dr. Cheryl Rodriguez, Department Chair 

Requirements for the minor (18 Credit Hours): 

Core Courses (9 credits) 

AFA2000 Introduction to the Black Experience 

AFA3100 or AFA3200 African History to 1850 or Since 1850 

AMH3571 or AMH3572 African American History to 1865 

or Since 1865 

Elective Courses (9 credits) 

Requirements for the Minor 

Undergraduate Certificate 

in  

Africana Literatures 

Required Core Courses  (12 Credits) 

AFS3153 African Literature Survey 

AML3604 African American Literature 

AFA4931 Afro-Diasporic Literature & Political Movement 

ENG4013 Literary Criticism 

Required Elective Courses  (6 Credits—any two) 

AFA4931 Internship 

AML4303 Zora Neale Hurston 

AML4624 Black Women Writers 

WST4410 Postcolonial Women Writers 




