
 
 

Requirements for the Major  

A student majoring in Philosophy must complete 36 credit hours distributed as 
follows: 

I. History of Philosophy – 9 credit hours: 
Choose three of the following courses: 

PHH 3062 – History of Western Philosophy: Ancient Philosophy 
PHH 3280 – Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy 
PHH 3420 – Early Modern Philosophy 
PHH 3442 – Late Modern Philosophy 
PHH 4440 – Continental Philosophy 
PHH 4600 – Contemporary Philosophy 
PHH 4700 – American Philosophy 
PHH 4820 – Chinese Philosophy 
PHM 4331 – Modern Political Philosophy 
PHP 3786 – Existentialism  
PHP 4000 – Plato  
PHP 4010 – Aristotle  
PHP 4410 – Kant  
PHP 4784 – Analytical Philosophy 

II. Logic – 3 credit hours: 
Choose one of the following courses: 

PHI 2101 – Introduction to Formal Logic 
PHI 3130 – Formal Logice (strongly recommended) 

III. Capstone Seminar – 3 credit hours: 
PHI 4938 – Philosophy Capstone Seminar 

IV. Electives – 21 credit hours of any Philosophy course 
6 credit hours maximum may be at the lower-level (1000 & 2000) 

Students who are pursuing Philosophy as a second major must only complete 30 total 
credit hours, with the approval of the Undergraduate Director at the time they declare 

their Philosophy major. 

 
 
Requirements for the Minor  

A student minoring in Philosophy must complete 18 credits distributed as 
follows: 

I. History of Philosophy – 6 credit hours: 
Choose two courses from the list of courses above for the major 

II. Electives – 12 credit hours of any Philosophy course 
3 credit hours maximum may be at the lower-level (1000 & 2000) 

 

Master of Arts & Ph.D.—For more information contact the department:  
Dr. Alex Levine, levineat@usf.edu  

 

 

Department of  Philosophy 

The Philosophy program 
aims to produce teachers 
and scholars with a deep 
understanding of philosophy 
and a broad knowledge of its 
history. We welcome a 
diversity of approaches to 
the study of philosophy, 
including analytic, 
continental, historical, 
literary, and multicultural. 
Above all, we seek to 
prepare students to make 
contributions in their areas of 
expertise and to become 
responsible members of the 
philosophical community. 
The degree prepares 
students for graduate school, 
medical school, law school, 
or the workforce in public, 
private, governmental, and 
non-profit agencies. 

 
The department offers: 
 

 Bachelor of Arts 

(major or double 

major) 

 Minor 

 Master of Arts 

 Ph.D.  
 
 
 
 

Phone:  813-974-2447 

Fax:   813-974-5914  

ht tp : / /ph i losophy.usf .edu  

Advising E-mai l :   
Phi losophyAdvise@usf .edu 
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Studying Philosophy at USF 

A Brief  Guide for Students Considering a Career in the Health Professions 
 
An April 6, 2008 article in the New York Times confirms what those of us who teach in philosophy 
programs had come to suspect:  nationwide, in recent years, there has been a marked increase in 
the number of undergraduates studying philosophy. We have observed this increase at the 
University of South Florida, too. It’s not hard to understand why.  To study philosophy is, among 
other 
things, to study how to reason well. Philosophy majors perform at or very near the top on 
standardized tests such as the GRE, the LSAT, and the MCAT (See our website for references.). 
They are also in great demand in professions that 
demand the ability to think critically, write clearly and cogently, and argue forcefully.  Such skills 
are likely to come in handy in a broad range of careers— which is fortunate for those who have 
them, as given the fast pace of economic and social change, most students entering college today 
will probably face at least one major career change. 

 
For those interested in the biomedical professions—medicine, nursing, public health, pharmacy, and 
biological sciences, among others—the study of philosophy is especially valuable. Philosophy, 
whether pursued as a second major along with biology, as a minor, or simply for a few key courses, 
offers students the opportunity to look seriously at some of the ethical issues arising out of recent 
advances in biomedical technology, advancing globalization, crises in our health care system, and 
emerging public health threats such as global pandemics. These issues include the moral 
dimensions of life-extending treatments, new reproductive technologies and genetic engineering, 
and stem- cell research, to name a few.  Philosophy also invites students to consider the social and 
political facets of science, medicine, and health policy, and the status of medicine as a science. 
The following courses at USF particularly recommend themselves to students considering a career 
in health or biomedical research: 

 
PHI 1103—Critical Thinking 

PHI 1401—Science and Society 

PHI 1600—Ethics 

PHI 2101—Logic 

PHI 3404—Philosophy of Science 

PHI 3633—Biomedical Ethics 

PHI 3640—Environmental Ethics 
 
Students interested in more information should visit us online at http://philosophy.usf.edu. You 
may contact our Undergraduate Mentor, Alex Levine at levineat@usf.edu, or our Undergraduate 
Advisor, Andrew Bird at  ajbird@usf.edu. Students particularly interested the relationship between 
philosophy and medicine should contact Joshua Rayman at jrayman@usf.edu. We welcome 
enquiries from both prospective USF degree students and dual enrollment students. 
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