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Pharmacy School  
Pharmacist – Pharm.D.  
 

Information below is for pre-health advisement only. Students are responsible for 
verifying admissions information for their programs of interest. All information is subject to change. 

 

Career Description:  
Pharmacists research, analyze, and dispense prescription medications to patients and offer expertise in the safe use of 
prescriptions. They also may conduct health and wellness screenings, provide immunizations, oversee the medications 
given to patients, and provide advice on healthy lifestyles. Pharmacists work in pharmacies, including those in grocery and 
drug stores, hospitals, and other healthcare facilities. Some pharmacists who own their pharmacy or manage a chain 
pharmacy spend time on business activities, such as inventory management. Pharmacists also must take continuing 
education courses throughout their career to keep up with the latest advances in pharmacological science. 
 
 

Basic Education Path to Career:  
 

 
 
* Residency is not required to practice as general pharmacist 

 

Matriculant Statistics:  
 Average overall GPA of matriculants in 2015: 3.57  

 Average science GPA of matriculants in 2015: 3.23  

 Exam Required: PCAT (Pharmacy College Admission Test) 

 Average Exam Score of matriculants for 2015: Composite Score in 54th percentile 

 To be competitive for this career, schools want to see at least 2 years of pre-health semesters, which include 
multiple 3000/4000 level science courses before applying.  

o Pre-pharmacy semesters are: Semesters consisting of minimum 14-16 credit hours, with 8-11 hours of 
science courses. Science courses consist of biology, chemistry, mathematics and physics.  

 
Required extra-curricular activities: 

1) Extensive pharmacy/clinical shadowing 
2) Volunteering and/or employment in 

clinical/healthcare settings 
3) Academic Enrichment Programs: Research 

experience, scholars programs, participation in 
dental associations and organizations, etc.  

 

Recommended extra-curricular activities:  
1) Leadership experience 
2) Teaching/tutoring experience 
3) Related employment 
4) Global involvement through international service or 

study abroad 
5) Unique experiences or attribute

 
Resources:  
 American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy: www.aacp.org 

 Pharmacy College Application Service (PharmCAS): http://www.pharmcas.org/  

 Pharmacy College Admissions Test: http://pcatweb.info/  

 For more information please contact the USF Division of Health Professions Advising at healthprofadvise@usf.edu  
 

At least 2 years of 
undergraduate collge study (4 

years recommended)
3-4 year doctorate degree 0-1 year residency program *
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