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NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR
The Spring semester of 2022 is over. In this
second issue of the ISLAC newsletter, I want
to share with you the work we accomplished
during the second part of the Spring semester.
March 8 in commememoration of International
Women's Day, and during Women’s History
Month, Dr Laura Ripani from the InterAmerican Development Bank, gave a talk
about “Understanding Gender Dimensions of
COVID-19 in the Labor Market: what
happened in Latin America and the
Caribbean?”. This talked was moderated by Dr
Diana Hechavarría, Associate Professor, USFMUMA College of Business. Later that
month, ISLAC co-sponsored a talk with Office
of Multicultural Affairs (OMA) and the
Spanish Graduate Student Association, entitled
Literature Voyage inspired by the Tenth Muse,
featuring “Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz”, with the
participation of Drs Brescia and Arbesú from
World Languages.
To show our commitment to student success,
in partnership with OMA, we organized the
Latinx Student Organization Summit, April
20, held at Marshal Student Center. In that
encounter, we (ISLAC and OMA) met with
several student representatives from LASA,
MASA, UndocUnited among others, to
discuss possible collaboration strategies to
promote mentorship programs that lead to the
success of Latinx undergraduate and graduate
students. Along this initiative, ISLAC joined
the Department of Sociology and
Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, the
Sociology honor society, Kappa Delta, and the
Hispanic Services Council, to welcome Latino
middle schoolers and their families for a
bilingual tour of the USF campus. After the
tour, students and their families met
representatives from OMA, HCC,
UndocUnited and were able to ask questions.
Our thanks to Kenya Sanchez-Torres, a
sociology student, who made this possible and
the Sociology Department, mainly Dr.
Toothman who invited us as partners.
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In a successful closing of the semester, I
traveled to Barranquilla, Colombia, meeting
with several administrators and faculty
members from UniNorte, and participated in a
conference on “Comparative Experiences
towards Venezuelan immigrant in Latin
America: the cases of Barranquilla and
Soledad”, held April 28, 2022. It was a
wonderful and fruitful experience, and
hopefully our ISLAC community will be able
to enjoy more exchange and research
experiences with our Colombian partners.
I would like to thank Savannah Vanholten and
Andrea Cetré for their hard work in the office
and for bringing the newsletter back.
Congratulations to Glenda Vaillant Cruz and
Joel Ramirez who are graduating this summer.
Great job both! You will be missed.
In closing, I want to share good news. Starting
in the Fall of 2022, ISLAC will count with a
new affiliated faculty. Alejandro Marquez, an
expert on immigrant rights movement at the
US-Mexico border, will join the Department
of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social
Sciences. He comes in a good time to
strengthen our ISLAC community. Help me to
welcome Alejandro to USF and our
community.

Beatriz Padilla
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Meet Our
ISLAC Community Advisory
Council

Araseli Martinez-Peña, Ed.S.

Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian

Mercedes Soler

Coordinator of Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion for Hillsborough County
Public Schools, she is also the CoFounder & Chief Executive Officer for
AIRE, a Latinx Education Equity &
Advocacy Firm.
She is a Latinx Education strategist and
leads with an equity and data driven lens
that seeks to harness the power of
responsive strategic planning, culturally
responsive needs assessments, and
cultural capital to transform educational
institutions.

Director of the Department of Social
Inclusion of the Secretariat for Access to
Rights and Equity at the Organization of
American States (OAS), she is responsible
for directing the work of the OAS in
matters of social inclusion and access to
human rights with special consideration to
populations in vulnerable situations. She
has edited, published and co-authored
several articles and volumes on issues of
Latin American reality.

A member also of our very own
Community Advisory Council, advocate
Mercedes Soler has made enormous strides
in the development of radio broadcasting.
She fosters many initiatives each
contributing greatly to the education and
edification of the Latin community at
home and abroad.
Check out her many great achievements in
a recent article written about her works.
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/artic
le/media-company-finds-success-bygiving-back-to-community

César Hernández
Founder and CEO of Omni Public, Hernandez has found great success
as an innovation policy advisor, public affairs strategist, and government
relations, helping individuals / companies deploy new technologies,
concepts, and ideas into the marketplace and engaging with government,
media, and industry. He graduated from USF in Biomedical Science,
Political Science, and Economics, serving as Student Body President.
Later, he earned a Certificate in Disruption Theory from Harvard
Business School and and EMBA at Brown University', where he was
named Entrepreneur of the Week for his work on integrating mobility
programs with public agencies.
Omni Public (Tampa Bay, Miami, Charlotte, New York, Los Angeles
and London) is one of Florida’s leading Public Affairs and Public
Relations firms and one of the top emerging consulting groups in the
country.
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Making an impact:
Student Spotlight

GLENDA VAILLANT CRUZ
ISLAC STUDENT (2022) &
FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
ISLAC student Glenda Cruz is a devoted scholar with exceptional
achievements in her academic pursuits. She has been
accepted into the Ph.D. program for Applied Anthropology and was
recently awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to conduct research on Latin
American Students' Achievement in Andalusia, Spain. There, she will
study the trends in Elementary School Age Children in collaboration with
The University of Granada's Institute for Migration Studies. In addition to
these great feats, she has also been awarded The Graduate Student Success
Fellowship.
Glenda believes that much of her academic success is due to the
mentorship and support she received from ISLAC. Among the many
Faculty and Staff that have aided her in her pursuits, she cites the
encouragement of ISLAC Director Dr. Padilla and ISLAC Affiliate
Faculty Kevin Yelvington and Dr. Barbara Cruz. "I wasn't even thinking
about applying for the [Fulbright] Scholarship but they encouraged me
and I am so glad I did! ISLAC has been a major part of my academic
journey through Grad School and it all started with my Graduate
Assistantship. It really set the tone and trajectory for the rest of my
academic career.
I am so grateful to ISLAC and its many supporters for granting me the
opportunity to develop as an academic, a professional, and a person
committed to the continued edification of the LatinX community at home
and abroad." Glenda will be graduating with a MA in Anthropology and a
MA in Latin America and Caribbean Studies this summer.
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Making an impact:
Alumni Spotlight
ISLAC has made a tremendous impact in the lives of students through the various
committees, initiates, and organizations they engender.
Here are just a few examples of the impact ISLAC has made.
MARIELA NOLES COTITO (USF ISLAC MA, 2018)

Mariela Noles Cotito was awarded the Civic Merit Medal by the
National Tribunal of Elections in Peru, recognizing her as a
“defender of democracy.” Mariela is a Professor of Political Science
and of Discrimination and Public Policy at the Department of Social
and Political Science at Universidad del Pacifico, in Lima, Peru. Her
research agenda includes gender equality, social inclusion policies,
and how the intersection of different systems of oppression position
different groups outside of the scope of legal protection in the
country.
ANDREA CETRE (USF ISLAC MA, 2021)

Andrea Cetré Castilblanco, currently our ISLAC Staff
Assistant, was selected to participate in the Digital Diploma of
Leadership in Social Inclusion and Access to Rights (Second
Edition) of the Organization of American States (OAS). The
Digital Diploma is committed to generating spaces for learning
and discussing problems, challenges, effective practices, and
pending issues in groups in vulnerable situations. In the words
of Ms. Cetre, "It has been a rewarding experience to acquire
the skills necessary to understand the challenges of public
policies when implementing an intersectionality approach to
guarantee the inclusion of all citizen rights." You can find
more information here:
https://www.oas.org/en/sare/default.asp

SHARUN GONZALES (USF ISLAC MA, 2020)

Sharun Gonzales, has been admitted to the Diplomatic
Academy of Peru, which is the only path to become a
diplomat. This is an incredible accomplishment as AfroPeruvian woman tend to be underrepresented in both
academia and government. Since returning to Peru after
working for the Organization of American States and the
Inter-American Development Bank, she also became a
professor at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Peru, in
Lima. Now, she is focusing all her efforts in becoming a
diplomat.
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GRANT WINNERS

ANNUAL SCHOLAR
GRANT COMPETITION

Help us celebrate the following individuals and their proposals
Arlene Calvo (PI) and Dina Martinez-Tyson (co-PI):

“The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the mental health of Central American Healthcare
Workers: A Multi-Center, Cross-Sectional Study.”

Aaron Augsburger (PI):

“El Proceso de Cambio: Hegemony, Plurinationality, and Revolution in Bolivia, 2006-2019”

Kiran C. Jayaram (PI) and Lauren Braunstein (co-PI):

“Understanding Anthropological Education at Universities in the Dominican Republic”

Diana M. Hechavarria (PI)

“Emprendedores Hispanos: An Investigation of Hispanic Lead Start-ups in the United States”

LATIN AMERICAN
SCIENCE FICTION
RESEARCH TRAVEL GRANT
Christian Elguera

(Visting Professor, St Mary University of San Antonio)
This grant will assist in the translation from Portuguese to English of O presidente negro, a
novel published by Brazilian author José Monteiro Lobato in 1926. In this fiction, the
author envisaged the political life and racial classification of the United States in 2028.
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Degree Programs
The Institute of Latin American and Caribbean Studies (ISLAC), under the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), offers
three distinct Degree Programs to immerse students in the study of Latin America.
Currently, we offer a M.A in Latin American and Caribbean Studies, as well as Graduate and Undergraduate Certificates.
Our programs are open for enrollment to USF students of all majors and colleges.
For more information on our programs, please see the corresponding degree programs flyer below
Master's Degree

Graduate Certificate
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Undergraduate Certificate
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ISLAC EVENTS
La Vida Es Un Carnival was the closing
celebration of the semester. With lots of
food, music, and laughter ISLAC danced to
the start of a new beginning. With all the
sights and sounds, students learned about the
history of Latin Dance and Culture and its
impact on the Art of today. Yasmeen
Armoush, Tampa's Carnival Queen
representing Barranquilla Colombia showed
guests the beauty and richness of various
Latin dance styles including the Cumbia.
Presenters Glenda Cruz and Isabella Da Silva
Sodre also spoke in depth about the history
of Brazil and Cuba as well as their Afro
descendant roots.
The semester was rich for ISLAC and we
appreciate your support in making it so as we
leave you with this rich Colombian Carnival
Saying;
Quien Lo Viva Es Quien Lo Goza!
Those who live it are those who enjoy it

GALLERY

Glenda Vaillant Cruz and Isabella Da Silva present
about Carnival in Latin America.

Dr.Padilla & Kenya Sanchez-Torres tour USF with Latino
families, encouraging aspiring students.

Glenda Vaillant Cruz for presenting her thesis project
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Dr Padilla, ISLAC Director, presenting research
results in UniNorte (Colombia).
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ALIANZA LATINA FACULTY & STAFF ASSOCIATION
Alianza Latina held its 4th General Body Meeting May 10,
2022, which was attended by more than 30 USF staff and
faculty. The guest speakers were Elizabeth HordgeFreeman, Ph.D.and Clara Buie, M.Ed., from the Office of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
The session was very lively and participated.
ISLAC closely collaborates with Alianza and encourage
the ISLAC community to join and support it, as our
mission are aligned. Somos la misma familia!

GIVING

Sharon Hamisak
Director of Development and Alumni Relations
College of Arts and Sciences
We hope you will consider making a gift in support of ISLAC. Your support will have a lasting impact on the program
and beyond, to support our Latinx students! You can make a gift on our website to one of two funds:
The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program Fund
(#390750): https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/390750/
The Passport Scholarship Fund
(#390940): https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/390940/
Or you can mail your check made out to the USF Foundation (with fund # in the memo line) to:
USF College of Arts and Sciences Development Office
4202 E. Fowler Ave., CPR107 Tampa, FL 33620
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about other funding opportunities, please contact:
Sharon Hamisak, Director of Development at (813) 974-4072 or shamisak@usf.edu
ISLAC INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
ISLAC - INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY
OF LATIN AMERICA AT USF
4202 EAST FOWLER AVENUE, FAO 270
TAMPA, FL
HTTP://ISLAC.USF.EDU
ANDREA CETRÉ
EMAIL: ACETRE@USF.EDU

