
 

 

 

BLOOM'S TAXONOMY OF THINKING SKILLS  

 

  

  

General Learning objective  

  

Verbs /Example  

 

Questions 

REMEMBERING 

Exhibit memory of previously learned material  

Example; List the bones or muscles in the arm.  What is ...? Where is ...? When did _______ happen? How 
did ______ happen? Why did ...? How would you describe 
...? When did ...? Can you recall ...? How would you show ...? 
Can you select ...? Who were the main ...? Can you list three 
...? Which one ...? Who was ...?  

 

Knows common terms  

Knows specific facts  

Knows methods and procedures  

Knows basic concepts  

Knows principles   

Define, describe, identify, label, list, match, 
name, outline, recognize, reproduce, select 
and/or state  
  

 

UNDERSTANDING 

Demonstrate understanding meaning of material  

Example; Explain how muscles operate in pairs.  How would you classify the type of ...? How would you 
compare ...? contrast ...? Will you state or interpret in your 
own words ...? How would you rephrase the meaning ...? 
What facts or ideas show ...? What is the main idea of ...? 
Which statements support ...? Can you explain what is 
happening . . . what is meant . . .? What can you say about 
...? Which is the best answer ...? How would you summarize 
...?  
 
 

 

Interprets verbal material  

Interprets charts and graphs  

Translates verbal material to mathematical 

formulae  

Estimates future consequences implied in data  

Justifies methods and procedures  

 

Convert, defend, distinguish, restate, rephrase, 
estimate, explain, extend, generalize, infer,   
give examples, paraphrase, predict, rewrite, 

summarize  

 

APPLYING 

Use learned information in new situations  

Example; Illustrate features of bones and muscles 

that are important in designing an artificial limb 

 

 How would you use ...? What examples can you find to ...? 
How would you solve _______ using what you have learned 
...? How would you organize _______ to show ...? How 
would you show your understanding of ...? What approach 
would you use to ...? How would you apply what you learned 
to develop ...? What other way would you plan to ...? What 
would result if ...? Can you make use of the facts to ...? What 
elements would you choose to change ...?  
 
 
 

 

Applies concepts and principles to new situations  

Applies laws and theories to practical situations  

Solves mathematical problems  

Constructs charts and graphs  

Demonstrates correct usage of a method or 

procedure  

Apply, change, compute, demonstrate, discover, 

illustrate, manipulate, modify, operate, predict, 

prepare, produce, relate, show, solve, use  

 

 



 

ANALYZING 

Examine and break information into parts  

Example; Show the similarities between the bones and 

muscles of the arms and legs 

What are the parts or features of ...? How is _______ related 
to ...? Why do you think ...? What is the theme ...? What 
motive is there ...? What inference can you make ...? What 
conclusions can you draw ...? How would you classify ...? How 
would you categorize ...? What evidence can you find ...? 
What is the relationship between ...? Can you make a 
distinction between ...? What is the function of ...? What 
ideas justify ...?  

 

Recognizes unstated assumptions  

Recognizes logical fallacies in reasoning  

Distinguishes between facts and inferences  

Evaluates the irrelevancy of data  

   Analyses the organizational structures of a work 

(art, music, writing)  

Break down, diagram, differentiate, discriminate, 

distinguish, identify, infer, outline, point out, relate, 

select, separate, subdivide  

 

EVALUATING 

Judging based on defined criteria  

Example; Compare the parts of a human limb and an 

artificial limb in terms of durability, flexibility, etc.  

Do you agree with the actions ...? with the outcomes ...? What is 
your opinion of ...? How would you prove ...? disprove ...? Can you 
assess the value or importance of ...? Would it be better if ...? Why 
did they (the character) choose ...? What would you recommend 
...? How would you rate the ...? What would you cite to defend 
the actions ...? How would you evaluate ...? How could you 
determine ...? What choice would you have made ...? What would 
you select ...? What judgment would you make about ...? Based 
on what you know, how would you explain ...? How would you 
justify ...? What data was used to make the conclusion ...? 

Judges the logical consistency of written 
material 
Judges the adequacy with which conclusions 
are supported by data  
Judges the value of a work by use of internal 

criteria 

Judge the value of a work (art, music or writing) 

by using external standards of excellence  

Appraise, assess, compare, conclude, contrast, 

criticize, describe, differentiate, discriminate, 

document, explain, interpret, judge, justify, relate, 

summarize, support  

 

CREATING  

Forming a new whole from various parts  

Example; Design an artificial limb that will have the 

structural and functional abilities of an arm or leg.  

What changes would you make to solve ...? How would you 
improve ...? What would happen if ...? Can you elaborate on the 
reason ...? Can you propose an alternative ...? Can you invent ...? 
How would you adapt ________ to create a different ...? How 
could you change (modify) the plot (plan) ...? What could be done 
to minimize (maximize) ...? What way would you design ...? What 
could be combined to improve (change) ...? Suppose you could 
_______ what would you do ...? How would you test ...? Can you 
formulate a theory for ...? Can you predict the outcome if ...? Can 
you construct a model that would change ...? 

Writes a well-organized theme  

Gives a well-organized speech  

Writes a creative short story (or poem, or music, 

etc.)  

Proposes a plan for an experiment  

Integrates learning from different areas into a 
plan for solving a problem  

Formulates a new scheme for classifying objects 

(or events, or ideas, etc.)  

Categorize, combine, compile, compose, create, 

devise, design, explain, extend, generate, modify, 

organize, plan, propose, question, rearrange, revise, 

reconstruct, relate, reorganize, restructure, rewrite, 

summarize, tell, write  

 

Modified from: McComas, W.F., and L. Abraham. 2005. Asking more effective questions. http://cet.usc.edu/resources/teaching_learning/docs/Asking_Better_Questions.pdf 


