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Flash Report • May 2026 

P-Card Sharing: A Small Action That Can Lead to Big Fraud 
May is home to National Scam Survivor Day, created in 2024 by the Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
Institute for Marketplace Trust.  Its purpose is to recognize scam victims, reduce stigma, and raise 
awareness about preventing fraud.  On May 14, 2026, this day encourages communities, like ours, to 
help others speak up, seek assistance, and recognize early warning signs of deception.  This makes 
May the perfect month to highlight a growing risk across universities: Procurement Card (P-Card) 
sharing and P-Card misuse. 

P-Cards are designed for authorized faculty and staff to make small-dollar, legitimate university 
purchases, but sharing P-cards or card information with another person, even in your department or 
for convenience, dramatically increases fraud risk.  According to Baker Tilly, “the unauthorized use 
and misuse of P-Cards is one of the most common ways in which fraud can be committed both in 
higher education and across other industries.” 

Common fraud indicators linked to P-Card misuse include: 

Unauthorized purchases for personal use. 
Splitting transactions to bypass spending limits. 
Duplicate or excessive purchases intended for resale or personal gain. 
Use of vague, repetitive, or missing business justifications. 
Unusual spending patterns identified through transaction analysis. 

P-Card misuse grows quickly because it often starts small, a minor purchase, an informal favor, or a 
shared card number, and can expand into thousands of dollars in unauthorized activity. 

What Faculty & Staff Can Do Today 

Never share your P-Card or card information.  This includes photos, card numbers, or online 
logins. 
Verify every transaction.  Review statements for small or unusual purchases, common early 
fraud indicators. 
Follow the University's sharing, reconciliation, and approval procedures.  Policies exist to 
protect you and the institution.  Policy does not allow for P-Cards to be shared with anyone. 
Report concerns early, even minor ones.  Just like Scam Survivor Day teaches us to speak up 
and support one another, preventing P-Card fraud requires attention, collaboration, and early 
action. 

Where can I find more information? 

USF Regulation 5.001: Fraud Prevention and Financial Detection 

USF Office of Internal Audit website: https://www.usf.edu/audit/ 

How can I report potential fraud or abuse? 

Notify your supervisor 
Contact the USF Office of Internal Audit at (813) 974-2705 
Report activities anonymously through the EthicsPoint hotline at (866) 974-8411 

https://www.bakertilly.com/insights/optimizing-p-card-use-with-internal-audit
https://usf.app.box.com/v/usfregulation5001
https://www.usf.edu/audit/
https://secure.ethicspoint.com/domain/media/en/gui/14773/index.html?locationid=-1



