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Flash Report • November 2025 

Hollywood Meets Fraud: Movies Based on Real Scandals 
This month, we join the global effort to raise awareness about fraud prevention.  International 
Fraud Awareness Week (November 16–22, 2025) reminds us that fraud is a universal challenge 
that impacts everyone.  The Office of Internal Audit invites you to celebrate by exploring real-life 
fraud stories brought to life on the big screen.  These compelling movies not only entertain but 
also provide powerful lessons on ethics, compliance, and the consequences of fraud.  Grab some 
popcorn and learn how vigilance and integrity can prevent the next big scandal. 

The Wolf of Wall Street 
Fraud Type: Securities fraud, money 
laundering 
Lesson: Unchecked greed and lack 
of compliance can lead to 
catastrophic consequences. 

Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room 
Fraud Type: Accounting fraud, 
corporate corruption 
Lesson: Tone at the top matters; 
corporate culture can either prevent 
or promote fraud. 

American Hustle 
Fraud Type: Bribery, Political 
corruption 
Lesson: Ethical lapses in governance
can lead to widespread corruption. 

Catch Me If You Can 
Fraud Type: Check fraud, identity 
fraud 
Lesson: Strong internal controls and 
verification processes are critical to 
prevent impersonation and forgery. 

The Big Short 
Fraud Type: Misrepresentation of 
mortgage-backed securities 
Lesson: Transparency and ethical 
responsibility in financial reporting 
are essential to avoid systemic risk. 

The Wizard of Lies 
Fraud Type: Ponzi scheme 
Lesson: Even trusted figures can 
commit fraud; continuous 
monitoring and skepticism are key. 

These stories remind us that: 
Controls matter: Weak oversight creates opportunities for fraud. 
Culture counts: Ethical leadership sets the tone for the entire organization. 
Awareness is power: Understanding past frauds helps us prevent future ones. 

Where can I find more information? 

USF Regulation 5.001: Fraud Prevention and Financial Detection 

USF Office of Internal Audit website: https://www.usf.edu/audit/ 

How can I report potential fraud or abuse? 

Notify your supervisor 

Contact the USF Office of Internal Audit at (813) 974-2705 

Report activities anonymously through the EthicsPoint hotline at (866) 974-8411 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0993846/?ref_=fn_all_ttl_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1016268/?ref_=fn_all_ttl_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1800241/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_in_0_q_%2520%2509American%2520Hustle
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0264464/?ref_=fn_all_ttl_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1596363/?ref_=fn_all_ttl_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1933667/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_1_tt_4_nm_3_in_0_q_%2520%2509The%2520Wizard%2520of%2520Lies
https://usf.app.box.com/v/usfregulation5001
https://www.usf.edu/audit/
https://secure.ethicspoint.com/domain/media/en/gui/14773/index.html?locationid=-1
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