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Purpose of the Field Experience Project (FEP) 
Students accepted into the Applied Track of the Master of Science Degree in Child and 
Adolescent Behavioral Health (MSCABH) Program are required to complete 6 credits of field 
experience as part of their degree. The purpose of the Field Experience Project (FEP) in the 
MSCABH Evaluation & Research Concentration is to give the students an opportunity to 
develop specific concentration-related knowledge-based skills through the conduct of an 
individual effort on a specific child & adolescent related topic. The FEP will demonstrate the 
critical thinking skills of students as they prepare to enter their career in the field of child & 
adolescent behavioral health. The FEP should be relevant to their field of study and their long-
term goals in child & adolescent behavioral health. 
 
Registration for FEP 
MSCABH students should register for their FEP (via the Applied Field Experience course 
number MHS 6941) in the semester(s) following successful completion of their course work and 
the MSCABH Comprehensive Exam. However, students should start working with their 
MSCABH Advisor in the first semester of the program to identify potential agencies/ 
organizations that would be appropriate to fulfill this requirement. For students in the Evaluation 
& Research Concentration, Field Experience Project design should begin earlier than this 
registration, and with consent of the student’s advisor, the student may implement the project 
concurrently with their field experience or completion of final course work. The contract form 
should specify the nature of the project and designate an anticipated completion date. This 
contract form must be signed by the student, academic Advisor, and Evaluation & Research 
Concentration Director, and submitted to the MSCABH Program Director before the student is 
permitted to registration for the Applied Field Experience course(s), MHS 6941.  
 
Assignment of Project Supervisor 
The student's MSCABH Advisor will ordinarily supervise the FEP. In the event that the content 
area(s) of the proposed FEP would make another faculty member more appropriate for this role, 
the student’s MSCABH Advisor can agree to have another faculty member become the FEP 
Supervisor. In all cases, the FEP will be reviewed by the student’s MSCABH Advisor (and/or 
FEP Supervisor) and one other USF faculty member selected by the MSCABH Advisor. 
 
FEP Topics 
The student's MSCABH Advisor will discuss with the student the process of generating the topic 
area(s) for the FEP. It is expected to be a topic relevant to the student's Concentration area, in 
this case, Evaluation & Research. The topic should be one in which the student can contribute to 
the existing body of knowledge about an issue, program, or policy, or confirm existing data 
through replication of earlier work.  
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Most projects will include one of the following approaches: 
1. Analysis of data which relates to the student's field experience or other research activity; 
2. Evaluation of a program which the student has chosen either through a field experience or 

other contacts; 
3. Analysis of a policy/policy issue related to the Evaluation & Research Concentration; 
4. Pretesting and revision of child & adolescent behavioral health materials; or 
5. Development and implementation of a child & adolescent behavioral health program. 

 
In some cases, an extensive assessment of the literature, which is available surrounding an issue 
of concern to a MSCABH Evaluation and Research Concentration student, may be appropriate 
for the FEP. Replications of existing studies are also appropriate for special projects if approved 
by the Advisor or FEP Supervisor. In all cases, a written summary of the FEP is to be presented 
in a typewritten, bound document to the Advisor (or FEP Supervisor) and the additional faculty 
reader. 
 
Also, students will be expected to become familiar with the literature surrounding the topic or 
problem in the MSCABH Evaluation and Research Concentration, and knowledgeable about the 
methods selected to complete the FEP. Each student will also be expected to generate 
Implications for Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health research, practice, and/or policy at the 
end of the formal FEP. 
 
The specific content of the special project (in a written proposal) must be approved by the 
student's MSCABH Advisor or FEP Supervisor prior to implementation of the FEP. A written 
proposal and a one-page abstract briefly describing the idea for the FEP should be submitted to 
the student's Advisor or FEP Supervisor prior to approval of the project. 
 
FEP Proposal 
The proposal should be written following careful discussion and planning with the Advisor or 
FEP Supervisor. The proposal will form the basis of the FEP. 
 
Research and Pretesting Special Project Proposals 
Proposals for research projects should include the following components. These are outlined in 
the order they should appear in the proposal. 
 
1. Statement of the problem, background, purpose 
This section of the proposal delineates the issue that the student is studying. The statement 
should specifically identify the question that the student is addressing. It should include 
background information on why this is an important issue or an issue of interest to a child & 
adolescent behavioral health professional. Included in this background information might be 
policies, legislation, program changes, or other pieces of information that contribute to an 
understanding of the significance of the FEP. The purpose of the study should be clear. If it is the 
intent of the study to contribute to general knowledge in the literature, this should be specified. 
The uses to which the data or contents of the FEP might be put are of critical interest.  
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2. Literature review 
A complete literature review should be included in the FEP. This literature review will help to 
focus the FEP, as well as to ascertain whether similar types of studies have been done and their 
results. The review should include not only a description of the literature, but also a review of the 
adequacy of the literature. The literature review should be scientific, preferably from refereed 
journals. Although important information about trends and policies might be found in popular 
literature; this should be mentioned in the introduction or conclusions, not in the literature 
review, unless the paper is specifically evaluating the impact or trends of popular literature. 
 
3. Proposed methods 
The final section of the proposal should include the methods proposed for the FEP, including a 
description of the population, sampling procedures, methods for collecting information or data, 
methods of analysis, and limitations of the research design. Human subjects review (IRB) 
approval is required for most special projects. Students should consult with their faculty advisor 
about completing the information needed for IRB. 
 
Policy Analysis Special Project Proposals 
Proposals for policy analysis FEP should include the following components. These are outlined 
in the order that they should appear in the proposal. 
 
1. Statement (restatement) of the problem 
When analyzing a policy, the first step is a restatement of the problem that the policy was 
designed to address. It should include background on the question at the time the policy was 
developed, and should include statements about why this is an important issue for the child & 
adolescent behavioral health field. Issues that might be discussed are such items as legislative 
intent, political perceptions, data supporting problem existence, etc. 
 
2. Statement of analysis criteria to be used in analysis 
These criteria are the values that will be utilized to analyze the policy. They will cover both the 
values of the professional and the values of the policy developer. Examples include values such 
as equity, liberty, fraternity, efficiency, justice, rights, such as privacy, self -determination, etc. 
 
3. Synthesis of information 
This section will include the literature review and available data on the topic, including historical 
data. 
 
4. Alternative strategies 
The alternative strategies are the most realistic possibilities for policy implementation. The 
student should select those strategies that seem to have been most successful or which should 
have been tried. Two or three strategies (no more) should be selected for analysis. 
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5. Criteria for strategy choice 
The student will select the criteria for analyzing the different criteria, identifying the factors they 
will utilize in assessing the strategies. Examples include cost, effectiveness, and political 
feasibility. 
 
Length and Format of the Special Project Report 
There is no specific length requirement of the FEP. The length will be dependent upon the nature 
of the FEP. The paper should be prepared in American Psychological Association (APA) or 
JBHS&R Referencing Styles. 
 
Grading of Special Projects 
The Advisor or FEP Supervisor will approve the final project as represented in the written 
document. Specific letter grades will not be assigned. If after review of the written document, the 
Advisor or FEP Supervisor feels that it is appropriate or necessary, the student may be asked to 
present his/her FEP in a verbal discussion. The verbal discussion will include the student, 
Advisor or FEP Supervisor, and the additional faculty member. 
 
How to Do Your Project 
Step 1. Start planning your FEP with your Advisor within your first two semesters 
Ideally, students should start working with their MSCABH Advisor in the first semester of the 
program to identify potential agencies/ organizations that would be appropriate to fulfill this 
requirement. The MSCABH Applied Field Experience Placement & Project Worksheet document 
(obtained from the student’s MSCABH Advisor) provides students with an opportunity to begin 
generating and developing ideas to discuss with their Advisor on possible field experience 
placements and projects. With your Advisor, decide on a topic and on the person who will be 
your additional faculty member. 
 
Step 2. Begin working with your Advisor to develop FEP overall design. Continue to check 
in regularly with your Advisor and all additional faculty members to ensure that you are staying 
on task and on target to meet all timelines and deadlines for approvals.  
 
Step 3. Review the Applied Field Experience Guidelines and complete the MSCABH Field 
Experience Application.  
When planning for their field experience, students will receive the Applied Field Experience 
Guidelines from their MSCABH Advisor to help them navigate the steps involved in the 
MSCABH field experience process. The application should be completed by the MSCABH 
student, in conjunction with his/her MSCABH Advisor. Students are required to submit the 
completed MSCABH Field Experience Application to the Field Experience Coordinator by 
the end of week six in the semester prior to the requested field experience semester to 
ensure adequate preparation and processing time. Applications submitted after this deadline 
are not guaranteed to be considered &/or approved. 
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Step 4. MSCABH Evaluation & Research Concentration Field Experience Project (FEP) 
Contract Form.  
Complete the contract form, obtaining signatures from your MSCABH Advisor and the 
Evaluation & Research Concentration Director, and submit it to Sandra Dwinell for signature by 
the MSCABH Program Director & processing. Sandra Dwinell will then complete the permit for 
you to register for the Applied Field Experience course(s), MHS 6941. 
 
Step 5. Conduct your literature review. 
Finalize the FEP's purpose and method of data collection. 
 
Step 6. Submit your study to the human subject's review board for approval. 
 
Step 7. Conduct your FEP. 
 
Step 8. Write the final sections of your FEP, including the data, data analysis, and your 
summary, conclusions, recommendations, and submit the report to the additional faculty reading 
your FEP. 
 
Step 9. Convert the report to a manuscript and submit the report for publication if 
appropriate. 
 

For questions related to this Guideline, please contact Dr. Bruce Lubotsky Levin @ 
levin@usf.edu.  
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Evaluation & Research Concentration         
Field Experience Projects (FEP) Contract

The purpose of the Field Experience Project (FEP) in the MSCABH Evaluation & Research Concentration is to give the students 
an opportunity to develop specific concentration-related knowledge-based skills through the conduct of an individual effort 
on a specific child & adolescent related topic. Please refer to the MSCABH Student Guidelines for Field Experience Projects (FEP) 
document posted on the Evaluation & Research Concentration page of the website for details.

Student Name (print)   Student UID# 

USF Email Address      

The student should attach a typed proposal specifying the nature of the Field Experience Project (FEP), as reviewed and discussed with 
the student’s MSCABH Advisor.

Anticipated completion date of the FEP:  

Student  Signature  Date 

Advisor/Faculty Signature     Date 

FEP Supervisor Signature (if applicable)     Date 

Concentration Director Signature     Date 

Advisor/Faculty Signature     Date 

Program Director Signature     Date 


