
Gary M. Blau, PhD  Executive Director for the Hackett Center for Mental 
Health, Houston, TX

Dr. Blau has extensive experience in public policy, developing 
evidence-based community programs, implementing health 
care reform initiatives, and focusing on critical issues such 
as trauma, school-based mental health, prevention and 
early intervention, health disparities, and poverty. Dr. Blau is 
perhaps best known for his leadership in expanding awareness and support 
for the values and principles reflected in the “system of care” framework; 
namely, that services and supports should be organized into a coordinated 
network, that meaningful partnerships should be built with service users, 
and that services and systems should be evidence-based and culturally and 
linguistically competent. 

Nancy Koroloff, PhD  Research Professor,  Pathways Research and 
Training Center and Professor Emeritus, School of Social Work, Portland State 
University, Portland, OR

Dr. Koroloff has been an active researcher in the field of 
child, adolescent and young adult mental health services 
and policies since 1984. Her early years involved research 
about family advocacy organizations, family peer-to-peer 
support and the importance of family involvement in evaluating child mental 
health services and having input into mental health policy. More recently, she 
has conducted research related to young adults with mental health concerns 
and family involvement, published a review (with Barbara Friesen) of the 
impact of housing policies on young adults with mental health challenges and 
documented the potential for young advocacy groups to change policy.  

Shane Blackburn  IPS Supported Employment Specialist, Pathways, Inc.

Shane Blackburn is a recent graduate of Morehead State 
University and is the first college graduate in his family. 
Shane works as an IPS Supported Employment Specialist 
in Morehead, KY. He currently attends the University of 
Louisville, where he is working on a Masters of Social Work 
with a concentration in Mental Health. Shane has a decade 
of experience working with youth and has served as a missionary in Uganda, 
Nicaragua, New Orleans, and South Carolina. Shane hopes to serve and assist 
youth in Appalachia impacted by social and health disparities to help in the 
re-development of his community and families affected by the current state of 
the Appalachia.

David R. Williams, PhD Florence and Laura Norman Professor of Public 
Health; Professor of African and African American Studies and Sociology, Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Boston, MA

Dr. Williams research has focused on trends and 
determinants of socioeconomic and racial disparities in 
health, the effects of racism on health and the ways in which 
religious involvement can affect health. He is the author of 
more than 150 scholarly papers in scientific journals and edited collections 
and he has been ranked as one of the Top 10 Most Cited Researchers in 
the Social Sciences during the last decade. He is an elected member of the 
Institute of Medicine and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Sandra Gasca-Gonzalez Vice President, Center for Systems Innovation, 
Annie E. Casey Foundation

Sandra oversees national and state reform efforts in child 
welfare, young people transitioning into adulthood, and 
juvenile justice. Prior to assuming this role in 2018, Sandra 
served as the director of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 
Jim Casey Initiative, where she led national, state and local 
efforts to improve policies and practices to ensure young people have the 
opportunity to successfully transition from foster care to adulthood. She 
is known for her fearlessness in tackling deep-rooted challenges and her 
willingness to go into diverse communities to increase engagement in a way 
that benefits children and families.

Richard Luecking, EdD  Co-Director of the Center for Transition and 
Career Innovation for Youth with Disabilities, Research Professor at the University 
of Maryland 

Dr. Luecking is currently leading research and 
demonstration projects that feature the use of Pre-
Employment Transition Services as prescribed under the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. He previously 
served for 28 years as President of TransCen, Inc., a national non-profit 
organization dedicated to improving employment success of people 
with disabilities. He has also served as a state vocational rehabilitation 
counselor, the director of non-profit competitive integrated employment 
service programs, and Policy Advisor to the U.S. Department of Labor, 
Office of Disability Employment Policy, where he helped establish its 
national Employment First initiative.  
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