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TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

  
What years were you a part of CSD?  
Dr. Kaplon first started in the fall of 1979 and worked until the fall of 1984/5. She was a part-
time clinical supervisor and worked in private practice full time until 1991. In the fall of 1991/2 
someone retired, so she applied and filled that full time position and stayed until 2000. Since 
then she has maintained contact with the department and would like to come back to parties and 
get together with staff. 

 
What was your role? 
Dr. Kaplon was a clinical supervisor for phonology for one or two semesters. She then 
supervised child language clinic and taught introduction to communication science and disorders 
and fluency and voice disorders classes. She explained that she developed good partnerships with 
various people. 

 
Why did you choose USF CSD?  
Dr. Kaplon was originally from Tampa and received her undergraduate and Master’s degrees 
from the University of Florida and her Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee. Her husband at 
the time got a job offer here in Tampa so she tried to get a part-time job in Tampa. She then 
obtained a part-time job in 1979. 

  
What did the facilities at and surrounding area look like?  
Dr. Kaplon explained how the clinic was one floor with the aphasia room downstairs. There were 
not a lot of students on the campus. New landscaping and new buildings have helped because 
before it was pretty barren. It is a beautiful campus now. There was no décor, no nice things, no 
trees, no shade, and the waiting room was plain. She said she could walk from the CSD 
department and go to the old MSC and not see a single student. However, people were wonderful 
and engaging. The student body is now much more engaged. The residence halls used to be 
empty. 

 
What was the atmosphere like?  

  The university mall used to be the best mall around. The students in the CSD department made 
the clinic staff very impressed because all were very dedicated. Everyone was good at their jobs. 
There was a psychologist on staff. Speech and audiology were both great. Connie Kuffel was a 



good friend and a great staff member here. Dr. Stewart Kinde was the first Chair when she was 
here and in the 1990s it was Dr. Arthur Guilford.  

 
Who were the major community partners?  
United Cerebral Palsy and Easter Seals and public schools - Kay Morris had a good relationship 
with the department. There were pockets of good medical relationships, one was an ENT. The 
CSD program had to work on getting community partners and Dr. Guilford was keen on getting 
more. Psychology and education were big partners at the time and Audiology had big partners. 
Dr. Jane Scheuerle worked with an oral-surgeon plastic surgeon. There was quite a bit of 
outreach. Moffitt Cancer Center and CSD had good relationships as well. 

 
Who else was part of the department? How many students and programs?   
“We would take in 40-50 graduate students in the 90s. Prior to that it was about 20-30 students. 
The undergraduate program bloomed in the 1990s. Intro to CSD had about 140 students in the 
90s. Public awareness of CSD really grew during this time. The former president (M.D.) of 
ASHA was on staff and bumped Dr. Kaplan out of the job. She was very nice. Drs. Elaine 
Silliman, Ruth Bahr, Sylvia Diehl, Carolyn Ford, Rebekah Carlson, Sandra Graham (director of 
clinic) were a part of the clinic, Ronnie Loughlin, who works in Saudi Arabia, etc. 
 
Who was Chair?  
Stewart Kinde was the chair when first here, then Dr. Arthur Guilford.  

 
How has CSD changed?  
The new location on this side of campus set things up for change. Increased relationships now 
from when first here. More awareness of speech disorders has raised the significance of good 
programs. Still very high rated. Ups and downs as funding comes and goes. Lots of our clinicians 
go into Hillsborough County Public schools and the local hospitals.  
 
What are your favorite memories?  
Dr. Kaplon has lots of great memories. First semester here, she was pregnant. She had a night 
class for her first class. Lee Kasan said, “Don’t kill yourself over the 3-hour class. You can show 
a video and have guest speakers so you are not on your feet the whole time.” They bet on when 
the baby was due. Reel-to-reel films were shown in her class sometimes. Decided to show a 
video on hearing disorders. The video shown actually had her in it as a cheerleader. A fun 
memory. Great times after someone would pass their orals for thesis.  
 
Any last words? 
Dr. Kaplon is very pleased that the quality of the program has continued, even though she has 
not been around the whole time. The relationships that she still haves are wonderful - priceless 
relationships with coworkers. She is so happy that, even though she took turns in the career, she 
kept the license active. Her advice: pick a profession that you can do full time and part time.  


