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TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

 
 
What years were you a part of CSD? 
Ms. Sullivan was a student in CSD from 1972-1978. She completed the five-year master’s 
program.  
 
What was your role (if student, what was your major?)? 
Ms. Sullivan was first an SLP student at USF and went on to complete a traineeship with 
the VA hospital. She has since worked at the VA for a number of years and in 1986 she 
initiated and ran the SLP program at the Moffit Cancer Center for about ten years, 
ultimately establishing a relationship between Moffit and USF CSD. Ms. Sullivan also 
taught the Dysphagia course for USF CSD from 1993-1996 and for the University of 
Wisconsin.  
 
Why did you choose USF CSD? 
She expressed that at the time she felt that she wanted a program that had a good 
relationship with the community so that she’d have broad exposure during her clinical 
practicums. She believed that USF was the best option to receive that experience. 
 
What did the facilities at and surrounding area look like during your time in USF? 
Ms. Sullivan explained that CSD is drastically different now. She was one of first classes 
to begin attending classes in the Social Science building with the “fishbowl” room - which 
was widely considered a new and improved department building compared to “Mildew 
Manor”. She mentioned that she practically lived in that fishbowl to study and that, as a 
student, if you weren’t in classes or practicum, you were in the fishbowl. She also stated 
that there were so many fewer buildings on campus when she was a student.   
 
What was the atmosphere like? 
She described the CSD atmosphere as very supportive. The fishbowl put the students in 
the center of the clinic and therefore close to interactions with the supervisors. The 
students got to know everybody and they were extremely close. She recalls that Dr. 
Guildford was her supervisor.  
 
Who were the major community partners? 
The VA primarily, there wasn’t a lot of medical speech pathology, and the Hillsborough 
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county schools and Pinellas county schools. The field was mainly school based. Her first 
job was with an Easter seal.  
 

Who else was part of the department? How many students and programs?  
Ms. Sullivan recalls there being approximately 20 SLP students and 10 to 15 audiology 
students. Among the members of the department were Jean Glover, Rebecca Carlson, Dr. 
Tony Zenner, Dr. Sheppherd, Dr. Lary Ricker, Dr. Guilford, Dr. Tucker, Dr. Ridderman, 
Dr. Jerry Critenden, and Mr. Kasen.  
 
Who was Chair? 
Dr. Stuart Kinde 
 
How has CSD changed over the years? 
She discussed that USF CSD has increased its national visibility not only with the 
expansion of the doctoral program which increased the presence of science and research 
within the programs, but also by attracting faculty members with national prominence. In 
addition, CSD has made meaningful affiliations within the community with centers like 
Moffit. USF has made a good reputation for itself.  
 
What are your favorite memories of your time at USF? 
Ms. Sullivan described her favorite memories to be time in the fishbowl and interaction 
with the faculty, the staff and fellow students. Every year they would do roasts with the 
professors where they would laugh until they cry. Students were very supported 
academically, clinically, emotionally and with the job search process. When she continued 
on at the VA and Moffit she pushed to make sure that they took student interns. The 
mentorship and involvement in the profession really helped her when she was starting out. 
She described herself as a shy individual and who then went on to leadership roles in 
FLASHA and ASHA, who taught at multiple universities, and who led research all 
because USF CSD gave her the support and tools to succeed.  
 
Last words that you would like to leave behind 

She knows without a doubt that in the next 50 years USF will grow and become more of a 
shining star and contribute to the profession with the work they are doing. She is certain 
that it will be a continued reality.  

2  


