
ONLINE MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM
USF’s online MSW program is designed to prepare professionals to become tomorrow’s leaders in social work practice and be the voice of 
change in their communities and beyond. Our USF online MSW Programs are built upon a strong foundation of social work ethics, values and 
professional standards, followed by advanced scholarly study in preparation for clinical social work with individuals, families, groups and 
communities. Both online MSW Traditional and Advanced Standing programs are a combination of fully online and live online courses, so 
you can earn your degree remotely. We are committed to equipping students to advocate for the population and communities they are most 
passionate about serving.

PROGRAM FORMAT

Online Advanced 
Standing MSW: 
• 35 credit hours

• Finish in as few as 3 semesters full 
time or 5 semesters part time

Online Traditional MSW: 
• 60 credit hours

• Finish in 8 semesters

Online Advanced Standing MSW*: 
Must hold a Bachelor’s Degree in social work from a regionally accredited institution* and 
satisfy the following criteria: 

• Minimum “B-“ in the social work courses and minimum overall 3.0 GPA The GRE is not 
required for admission. 

The Online Advanced Standing MSW program requires that all applicants have a BSW degree from a Council on Social Work Education 
(CSWE) accredited program within five years from the term of entry. 

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Online Traditional MSW: 
Must hold a bachelor’s degree and satisfy the following criteria:

• 3.0 cumulative GPA or a “B” average or better in all work attempted while registered as 
an undergraduate student working toward a bachelor’s degree.

The GRE is not required for admission. However, applicants with a GPA less than 3.0 are encouraged to submit GRE scores to strengthen 
their application. Quantitative (144 or higher) and Verbal (153 or higher).

Download the complete program brochure at: usf.to/OMSW

Deciding between an Online or On-Campus Degree Program? 

There is no right answer on whether to pursue an online or traditional on-campus 
program.  Consider the following factors and make the choice that works best for you: 
Traditional and Advance Standing.

https://usf.to/OMSW
file:
https://43905124.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/43905124/OMSW-T/Publications/Online-MSW-Program-Comparison.pdf
https://43905124.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/43905124/OMSW-AS/Download%20Assets/Online-AS-MSW-Program-Comparison.pdf


ONLINE MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

*If you are a USF student, you do not need to provide transcripts.
 
USF’s online programs are authorized in all 50 states, including the District of Columbia. Non-Florida 
residents should contact their state’s licensing agency to ensure this program meets their state’s 
professional licensure requirements. For more information, visit http://ined.usf.edu/state-authorization.

HOW TO APPLY 
1. Complete the online graduate application and pay  

the $30 fee. 

2. Upload the following to the application portal. All documents 
required for upload can be found on the bottom half of the 
confirmation page of your online graduate application.

• Three reference forms. References should include at 
least one academic source and one professional source 
(preferably from a human services experience), and 
an additional source of either type. Applicants who are 
unable to obtain an academic reference may substitute a 
work (volunteer or paid) or personal reference. Personal 
references DO NOT include relatives.

• Your resume

• Two essay forms (500 words each). The first should be 
a personal statement explaining how your life has led 
to your desire to become a social worker. The second 
should be a professional statement to demonstrate your 
understanding of the social work profession.

3. Mail an official transcript from each institution of higher 
learning attended. If you are a USF student, you do not need to 
provide transcripts. 

University of South Florida 
Office of Admissions 
4202 E. Fowler Ave. SVC1036 
Tampa, FL 33620-2910

Submit your transcripts directly to    
gradadmissions@usf.edu or learn more about submitting 
electronic transcripts at www.usf.edu/admissions/gradu-
ate/next-steps/submit-transcripts.aspx

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
• TRADITIONAL

 » October 15 deadline for a spring semester start

 » June 1 deadline for a fall semester start

• ADVANCED

 » February 15 summer semester start

 » June 1 deadline for a fall semester start

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Tiffany Young
Admissions Recruiter Advisor
Schedule a Call
tyoung6@usf.edu

Valentina Zambrano
Academic Program Specialist
valentinaz@usf.edu 

DOWNLOAD BROCHURE
Download the complete brochure at: 
usf.to/OMSW

Accredited by the Commission 
on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) and Council on 
Social Work Education (CSWE).

http://ined.usf.edu/state-authorization
https://secure.vzcollegeapp.com/usf/default.aspx
https://43905124.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/43905124/OMSW-T/Brochure/msw-lor-form.pdf
https://43905124.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/43905124/OMSW-T/Brochure/msw-life-experiences-form.pdf
file:
https://43905124.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/43905124/OMSW-T/Brochure/msw-social-problem-form.pdf
mailto:gradadmissions%40usf.edu?subject=
https://www.usf.edu/admissions/graduate/next-steps/submit-transcripts.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/admissions/graduate/next-steps/submit-transcripts.aspx
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeetings.hubspot.com%2Ftiffany-young%2Fonline-msw&data=05%7C02%7Cjlswenson%40usf.edu%7C4320cb9cedb248da03f008dbfd94de88%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638382588050631076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qe88235UVr48IK4U%2BHs77iSCBlkyYQ1c1FmQBYI66y4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tyoung6%40usf.edu%20%20?subject=
mailto:valentinaz%40usf.edu%20%20?subject=
http://usf.to/OMSW

