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EDUCATION 

 
1969-1972       Rand Afrikaans University                Johannesburg 
B.A., Social Work  
Graduated best student in Social Work  
Chairperson of the Social Work Student Association  
 
1976-1978                           Rand Afrikaans University                 Johannesburg 
M.A., Social Work  
 
1983-1986                            University of Natal                             Durban    
Ph.D.  
 
 
EXPERIENCE 

 
August 2017 – Present University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 
Professor and Director, School of Social Work, College of Behavior and Community Sciences   
 
2000 – July, 2017                 University of Louisville, Louisville, KY     
Associate Dean for Research, Kent School of Social Work 

• Provides strategic leadership in collaboration with the Dean and faculty to promote and 
maintain the research and scholarship excellence of the School.  

• Serve on School and University wide Committees inclusive of SACS QEP (Co-Chair), 
University Strategic Planning Committees (2007-2016), University Research Deans 
Collaboration (Founding member), University IT Advising Committee, Kent School Dean’s 
Cabinet, Kent School Research Committee (Chair), Kent School Outcomes Committee, Kent 
School Budget Committee (Chair), Search Committees (EVPRI, Dean School of Social Work, 
Research Dean in the College of Education and Human Development, Director of Human 
Subjects Protection Program, Senior Manager in OSPA, Faculty in Kent School). 

• Initiated and actively promoted the following innovations: Develop comprehensive research 
support and infrastructure, a new BA program in Kent School, online education in Kent 
School, position School in strategic planning of University such as 20/20 plan, student 
electronic database for educational program, a EBP/consumer of research focus in BA and 
MA Curricula, educational outcomes measures to track program success and use as CQI, 
Military Specialization, work towards budget transparency, a Credit for Learning program, 2/2 
teaching load, 9-month appointments, challenge award program for researchers, strategy and 
metrics for salary equity and to prevent compression, external mentorship program for faculty, 
start-up funds for new faculty, university wide ADR network and policy review process, IRB 
support, research directory, university Scholars/Distinguished Scholars, doctoral students 
participating at SSWR conference. 

• Expanded the research portfolio of Kent School from less than $1 million per annum to $6 
million per annum. 
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1990-1999  Rand Afrikaans University, Johannesburg 

• Professor and Head, Department of Social Work  
• Strategically position the Department as a leading school in the transformation of social 

welfare in a democratic South Africa.   
• Became a leader in the field of research within the university, the research fraternity in South 

Africa and with increasing international recognition.  
• Introduced a new field practice training model, which proved to be highly cost effective and 

utilized largely private funds. 
• Nationally recognized for expertise in the field of corrections 
• Introduced and facilitated community development projects to townships informal settlements 

and rural communities on a large scale. 
• Introduced the first undergraduate program in Probation Service in South Africa.  
• Teach the introductory course to first year students, and research methodology and social 

policy on the Masters level. 
• Member of the management team of the Adult and Child Guidance Center  
• Founder member of the Institute for Indigenous Theory and Practice. 
• As part of the university community provided leadership as President of the Athletic Club 

(Track and Field) to develop into the most successful club in Africa.  During that time won 
consecutively all national competitions and prestigious meetings on the continent for five 
years.   

 
1997- 1999  Chairperson on the Joint Universities Committee on Social Work  

• Unite the different Schools of Social Work in a transformation process. 
• Initiate the development of new minimum standards and evaluation criteria for all Social Work 

programs 
 
1997 – 1999  National Chairperson of the National Epilepsy League  
Strategically realign the organization with changes in the external environment, e.g. changes in 
funding principles and criteria 
 
1995-1999  Consultant and Contract Researcher 

• Act as the facilitator for the development of a new national aging policy on behalf of the 
National Department of Welfare.  Previously 73% of South Africa’s welfare services budget 
was spent on services for older people and the new policy had to address this imbalance.  
Large numbers of people (44,000) participated in this process.  A consensus input document 
for the new White Paper on aging was compiled resulted in a savings of over four million Rand 
a year.  

• Developed the Social Welfare Action Plan to implement the new White Paper on social 
welfare.  The document consists of 18 clearly defined areas of social welfare, each with 
defined objectives and goals, outputs and criteria for outputs, intermediate action plans as well 
as key performance indicators and information system requirements. 

• Developed a comprehensive multimedia computer based multilingual assessment and 
evaluation system for prisoners comprising of 30 standardized measures in six languages 

 
1985-1990                         Rand Afrikaans University                 Johannesburg 
Senior Lecturer 

• Developed and introduced a new Master program in Social Work at the Workplace.  
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• Introduced systematic assessment to Social Work Practice and ran over thirty two and a half 
day workshops. 

• Undertook a comprehensive study and wrote a status report on behalf of the state of people 
with epilepsy in South Africa and on state spending on different categories of people in the 
total welfare field with projections on expected future expenditure rates. 

• Conducted research on future roles of social workers and develop teaching programs on the 
following roles:  program designer, PRO/Marketer, innovator, research/evaluator, policy 
manager and manager.  

• Act as founder member of and played an active role in the South African Association of 
Mediators. 

• Head the field work training unit and taught research methodology, social policy and 
competency based practice.   

• Warden of a student residence 
 
1984-1985                        South African National Epilepsy League 
Director of National Services 

• Prevent branches in the organization from splitting off from the League and provide 
organizational vision to ensure unity. 

• Developed and updated administrative and information systems 
• Won an international award for a film production on epilepsy 
• Expanded the organization and established new local agencies and seven employment units 

for people with epilepsy 
 
1979-1983                          University of Natal                            Durban 
Lecturer 

• Taught Courses in group work and mental health 
• Supervised social workers employed by the University of Natal Community Project.   
• Ran the field work program for first year students  
• Developed a curriculum for and presented the first alcohol safety school (attached to the 

criminal justice system) in South Africa. 
 
1974-1978                          Department of Social Welfare          Johannesburg & Ladysmith 

• Probation Officer and Social Welfare Officer, Northern Natal  
• Compile pre-sentence reports on adult and juvenile offenders in Johannesburg 
• Act as secretary and coordinator of the Crises Clinic in Hillbrow 
• Promoted to head of the office in Northern Natal  
• Established a rehabilitation center and half-way house in Northern Natal 
• Responsible for approval and inspection associated with all state subsidies, both for agencies, 

staff positions and institutions  
• Conducted investigations for the declaration of a disaster area and report findings to a 

parliamentary committee 
• Conducted all the investigations for the Supreme Court related to child custody cases in the 

area. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
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1. Clements, AD, Brown, LL, Steckel, MQ, Van Zyl, MA, Morelen, D, Dixon, WE (2022). “Measuring 

Trauma Resilience in Higher Education Settings,” in Thompson, P.A. & Clements, A.D. editors. 
Trauma-Informed Pedagogies: A Guide for Responding to Crisis and Inequality in Higher 
Education. Palgrave Macmillan  https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-92705-9 

2. Brown, LL; Pennings, J; Steckel, S; Van Zyl, M (2021). The Organizational Trauma Resilience Assessment: 
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Women Living With HIV and at Risk of Intimate Partner Violence.” Violence against women: 
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Florida Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Training and Evaluation project. To develop curriculum to 
establish a program of training and certification for professional staff members of the Florida GAL 
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PROPOSALS UNDER REVIEW 

Child Welfare Predictive Analytics “Chronicity” Pilot, SFY 2020-21 Proposal. Purpose: Create a pilot-
to-use case to use-case-review to policy and practice approach to connect what is provided in SAS 
Visual Investigator (SAS VI) during the pilot to a policy and practice approach grounded in evidence-
based practices. This includes understanding expectations of “case” (investigative) planning, and 
other assessment data that are used in combination with predictive analytics, develop different 
visualization scenarios (“cluster profiles”) and case plans for publication. Proposed Team: Riaan van 
Zyl, PhD (PI); Anita Barbee, PhD, (Co-PI); DCF (Program Office and Practice teams); SAS 
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