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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
114TH COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION

Spring graduate CommenCement  |  Friday, may 4 and Saturday, may 5, 2018

Dear graduates,

All of the hours, all of the late nights and early mornings, 
all of the sacrifices you made over the past few years 
have led you here. To this day, this stage, this moment. 
This ceremony represents the culmination of each of the 
individual decisions you made – day in and day out – to 
keep reaching for your goals. 

But today is more than a closing of a chapter. Today 
represents continual growth in your chosen craft. Today 
honors the life-changing insights you’ve gained by 
engaging in dialogue with others of differing viewpoints. 
Today knows that you will be empowered by your 
confidence, and today knows you are only limited by your 
wildest dreams. It is because you are here, and because 
again and again you made the choice to reach higher, and 
because you know that today is just the beginning. 

May today’s celebration be not of what’s behind you, but 
of the incredible potential ahead. May today you toast to 
the challenges you’ll face head-on; To the problems you 
will solve; To the opportunities you’ll have to make life 
better, to change the world. 

May you continue to embrace every challenge that comes 
your way. May your growth never cease. May your journey 
take you all over the world, and may you always find a 
way back to USF.  

Congratulations, and GO BULLS!

Judy genShaFt, preSident

univerSity oF South Florida SyStem
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA SYSTEM

Founded in 1956, the University of South Florida is 
a multicampus system comprising three separately 
accredited institutions, USF, USF St. Petersburg, and 

USF Sarasota-Manatee. The USF System has an annual 
budget of $1.8 billion, an annual economic impact of $4.4 
billion and offers 232 degree programs at the undergraduate, 
graduate, specialist and doctoral levels, including the doctor 
of medicine. Serving nearly 48,000 students, USF is large 
and diverse with students from every state and nearly 
160 different countries. More than 30 percent are African 
American, Hispanic, Asian American, Native American and 
other races and ethnicities. 
   USF is the doctoral granting, research intensive member of 
the USF System and it includes the main campus in Tampa, its 
College of Marine Science in St. Petersburg and USF Health. 
USF is ranked 25th in the nation for research expenditures, 
among public U.S. universities and is also one of only 25 public 
research universities nationwide with very high research activity 
that is designated as community engaged by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 
   USF St. Petersburg offers master’s level and undergraduate 
programs in the arts and sciences, business and education 
within a student-centered environment. The first regional 
institution in the USF System with independent accreditation, 
USFSP distinguishes itself by its urban waterfront location 

in downtown St. Petersburg and its focus on undergraduate 
research, civic engagement and small classes. Most faculty 
members hold the highest degree in their field and teach 
courses from the freshman to graduate level. USFSP retains 
its separate identity and mission while contributing to and 
benefiting from the associations, cooperation, and shared 
resources of a premier national research university.
   USF Sarasota-Manatee is the second regional institution 
in the USF System to earn an independent accreditation. 
USFSM strives to be a hometown, comprehensive university 
with ever-increasing national and global impact. The 
USF Sarasota-Manatee campus is located on U.S. 41 near 
Sarasota Bay, the Powell Crosley Mansion, the John & Mable 
Ringling Museum of Art, and the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport. 
USFSM offers over forty bachelor’s degree, master’s degree 
and certificate programs in four colleges: Arts & Sciences, 
Business, Education, and Hospitality and Technology 
Leadership. USFSM provides students with individualized 
attention from nationally and internationally recognized 
faculty while capitalizing on the resources of a major public 
research university. 
  The USF System member institutions span the Tampa Bay 
region; however, true to their differentiated missions, the 
member institutions collectively provide educational services 
across the state of Florida and beyond. 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM SENIOR LEADERSHIP
Judy Genshaft, USF System President
Ralph Wilcox, USF System Provost & Executive Vice President
David Lechner, USF System Senior Vice President for Business  
  and Financial Strategy
Charles Lockwood, USF Senior Vice President for USF Health and  
  Dean, USF Morsani College of Medicine
Paul Sanberg, USF System Senior Vice President for Research, 
  Innovation & Knowledge Enterprise
John Long, USF System Chief Operating Officer
Joel Momberg, USF System Senior Vice President for Advancement 
  and Alumni Relations
Martin Tadlock, Interim Regional Chancellor, USF St. Petersburg
Karen Holbrook, Regional Chancellor, USF Sarasota-Manatee
 
USF TAMPA ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
Charles Adams, Dean, Honors College
Paul Atchley, Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Robert Bishop, Dean, College of Engineering
Roger Brindley, Vice President, USF World and Interim Dean, College of Education
Jacqueline Dixon, Dean, College of Marine Science
Eric Eisenberg, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Todd Chavez, Dean, Library System
Moez Limayem, Dean, Muma College of Business
James Moy, Dean, College of The Arts
Donna Petersen, Dean, College of Public Health
Govindan Parayil, Dean, Patel College of Global Sustainability
Victoria Rich, Dean, College of Nursing
Julianne Serovich, Dean, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences
Kevin Sneed, Dean, College of Pharmacy
Dwayne Smith, Dean, Graduate Studies

The University of South Florida is accredited 
by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools to award 
degrees at the baccalaureate, master’s, specialist 
and doctoral levels, including the Doctor of 
Medicine. Events, activities, programs and 
facilities of the University of South Florida are 
available to all without regard to race, color, 
marital status, gender, sexual orientation, 
religion, national origin, disability, age, Vietnam 
or disabled veteran status as provided by law and 
in accordance with the University’s respect for 
personal dignity.

USF BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Brian D. Lamb, Chair
Jordan B. Zimmerman, Vice Chair
Mike Carrere
James Garey
Stephanie E. Goforth
Oscar Horton
Moneer Kheireddine
Harold W. Mullis, Esq.
Leslie Muma
John B. Ramil
Byron E. Shinn
Charles Tokarz
Nancy H. Watkins
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THE SYMBOLS OF LEARNING

THE GOWN — The gown has become symbolic of the de-
mocracy of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of 
rank or social standing. The sleeves of the gown indicate the 
level of the degree held by the wearer. A long, pointed sleeve 
indicates the bachelor’s degree. The master’s gown has an 
oblong sleeve cut in an arc, with a slit at either the upper arm 
or wrist. The USF doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves and 
three black bars on the sleeve. The doctoral robe also has the 
seal of the university on the velvet facing.

THE CAP — The freed slave in ancient Rome won the privi-
lege of wearing a cap, and so the academic cap is a sign of the 
freedom of scholarship and the responsibility and dignity with 
which scholarship endows the wearer. Old poetry records the 
cap of scholarship as a square symbolizing the book, although 
other authorities claim that it is a mortar board, the symbol of 
the masons, a privileged guild. The color of the tassel on the 
cap denotes the discipline. The tassels on the caps (mortar 
boards) worn by the faculty may be black or a color indicat-
ing the degree. Those who hold a doctoral degree may wear 
a gold tassel. It is traditional for degree candidates to wear 
their tassels on the right and for those holding degrees to wear 
them on the left. Graduates transfer their tassels to the left 
after conferring of the degrees by the President.

THE MACE — The USF Mace, used 
during all Commencement ceremonies, 
is a ceremonial staff similar to those 
used by many institutions of higher 
learning to show the right of academic 
institutions to grant degrees to gradu-
ates. The USF mace is used during all 
Commencement ceremonies and is car-

ried by the President of the Faculty Senate. Our mace includes 
a gold pine cone at its top to represent growth and continuity. 
Eight silver semicircles, which support the pine cone, stand 
for the eight colleges in existence at USF when the mace was 
commissioned in 1998. When not in use, today’s mace is 
displayed in the foyer of the President’s office. The original 
university mace is on display in the Alumni Center.

THE MEDALLION — The medallions worn by candidates for 
the bachelor’s degree identify those graduating with honors. 
The black hood of a bachelor’s candidate indicates a student 
who has earned the Honors College degree.

THE SASH — The golden-colored sash is made available to 
students who are members of university honors societies. The 

Modern academic regalia evolved from the kinds of apparel worn by monks and students in the 11th and 12th centuries 
to keep warm in the medieval castles and halls in which they studied. Academic life as we know it today began in the 
Middle Ages — first in the church, then in the guilds. The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, and the 

Bachelor was the apprentice of the Master. Their dress was the outward sign of stature and responsibility. Academic regalia was 
thus a visible manifestation — in color, pattern and design — that unified those of common discipline and like purpose. In later 
centuries, to preserve the regalia’s dignity and meaning, universities set rules of academic dress. American universities agreed on 
a definite system in 1895, establishing a code of approved attire. In 1932, the American Council on Education revised this code, 
which, for the most part, governs the style of academic dress today. The principal features of academic dress are three: the gown, 
the cap and the hood.

sash is embroidered with the university seal and the student’s 
honors society. International students may choose to wear a 
special sash honoring their home country. The colors of their 
sash reflect the colors of their native flags.

THE HOOD — The hoods are lined with the official colors 
of the institution conferring the degree. They are edged and 
bound with velvet of the color appropriate for the degree. 
At USF, the lining of the hood is green with a gold chevron, 
representing the university’s colors. 

THE COLORS — In regalia, academic disciplines are noted 
by color. These colors can be found on undergraduate and 
masters tassels and on master and doctorate hoods on the 
velvet edging.
  •  Apricot — Nursing
  •  Black — Independent Studies
  •  Blue (dark) — Philosophy, African Studies, Economics,  
 History, International Studies, Medical Sciences (doctorate),
 Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, Women’s Studies
  •  Blue (light) — Education
  •  Blue (peacock) — Public Administration
  •  Blue (Rhodes) — Audiology
  •  Brown — Visual and Performing Arts
  •  Citron — Social Work, Criminology, Rehabilitation and 
 Mental Health Counseling
  •  Crimson — Mass Communications
  • Copper — Economics
  •  Drab — Business
  •  Green — Medicine
  •  Orange — Engineering
  •  Pink — Music
  •  Salmon — Public Health
  •  Violet — Architecture
  •  Silver — Speech Communications
  •  Teal — Physical Therapy
  •  White — Arts and Letters and Humanities, including 
 American Studies, Applied Linguistics, Classics, English, 
 Foreign Language, Interdisciplinary Social Science, 
 Liberal Studies, Linguistics, Religious Studies
  •  Yellow — Anthropology, Biology, Bio Medical Sciences, 
 Chemistry, Communication Sciences and Disorders, 
 Environmental Science, Geography, Geology, Gerontology, 
 Information Technologies, Medical Sciences (Masters), 
 Medical Technology, Mathematics, Marine Science, Physics, 
 Speech Pathology
  •  Yellow (lemon) — Library Science
  •  Yellow (pineapple) — Hotel and Restaurant Management
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PROCESSIONAL (please stand) 

CEREMONY OPENING James Garey, Trustee and Faculty Senate President

NATIONAL ANTHEM Logan Mies, College of The Arts

PLATFORM INTRODUCTIONS President Judy Genshaft
AND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

STUDENT WELCOME Dahlia Guzman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL DEGREES Dwayne Smith, Dean, Graduate Studies 

CONFERRING OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Judy Genshaft
    
PRESENTATION OF MASTER DEGREES Eric Eisenberg, Dean, Arts and Sciences
(Listed in college alphabetical order) Julianne Serovich, Dean, Behavioral & Community Sciences
 Moez Limayem, Dean, Business 

       
CONFERRING OF MASTER DEGREES President Judy Genshaft

ALMA MATER Logan Mies, College of The Arts

CLOSING/RECESSIONAL James Garey

PARTICIPANTS:

University Reader Mark Schreiner, Assistant News Director, Producer and  
 Host for University Beat, WUSF

Marshals Kim Golombisky, Kimberly Read, Jared Williams
  
Interpreters Michael Friedman, Haley Tanner

ORDER OF EXERCISES
 Judy Genshaft, Presiding

Friday, May 4, 2018, 6 p.m.
114th Commencement Convocation
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PROCESSIONAL (please stand) 

CEREMONY OPENING James Garey, Trustee and Faculty Senate President

NATIONAL ANTHEM Logan Mies, College of The Arts

PLATFORM INTRODUCTIONS President Judy Genshaft
AND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

STUDENT WELCOME Alexa Trafficante, MS, College of Education

HONORARY DEGREE Ralph Wilcox, Provost, presenting
 Daniel Libeskind

PRESIDENT’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AWARD Ralph Wilcox, Provost, presenting
 Jeffrey Krischer

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL DEGREES Dwayne Smith, Dean, Graduate Studies 

CONFERRING OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Judy Genshaft
    
PRESENTATION OF SPECIALIST Roger Brindley, Interim Dean, Education
AND MASTER DEGREES Robert Bishop, Dean, Engineering
(Listed in college alphabetical order) Govindan Parayil, Dean, Global Sustainability
 Dwayne Smith, Dean, Graduate Studies
 Jacqueline Dixon, Dean, Marine Science
 James Moy, Dean, The Arts

       
CONFERRING OF SPECIALIST President Judy Genshaft
AND MASTER DEGREES

ALMA MATER Logan Mies, College of The Arts

CLOSING/RECESSIONAL James Garey

PARTICIPANTS:

University Reader Mark Schreiner, Assistant News Director, Producer and  
 Host for University Beat, WUSF

Marshals  Frankie Cunningham, Kimberly Read
  
Interpreters Jenna Boulware, Haley Tanner

ORDER OF EXERCISES
 Judy Genshaft, Presiding

Saturday, May 5, 2018, 6 p.m.
114th Commencement Convocation
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DANIEL LIBESKIND
HONORARY DOCTOR OF ARCHITECTURE

Architect and educator Daniel Libeskind is one of the most well-known ar-
chitects in the world today. His practice, Studio Libeskind in New York and 
Zurich, has received numerous design awards from the American Institute 
of Architects, the U.S. Green Building Council, The Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Hong Kong Institute of Architects, among many others. 

Libeskind’s importance as a teacher and theoretician made him one of the 
most influential figures in architecture education of the 1980s. His first build-
ing was the Jewish Museum in Berlin, widely considered to be the first ar-
chitectural project to successfully represent the Holocaust. The power of the 
building attracted 350,000 visitors before the exhibits were installed. More 
than 7 million people have visited the museum since 2001.

Libeskind also is well known for his World Trade Center Master Plan (New 
York), and a variety of cultural institutions, including the Denver Art Mu-
seum, the Royal Ontario Museum (Toronto), the Military History Museum 
(Dresden) and the Run Run Shaw Creative Media Center (Hong Kong). He 
also has designed concert halls, convention centers, universities, residences, 
hotels and shopping centers. Libeskind’s work has been exhibited in major 
museums and galleries around the world, including the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, the Bauhaus Archives, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Centre 
Pompidou.

He has held professorships at numerous distinguished institutions, including 
Harvard University, Yale University, the University of Illinois, the University 
of London, UCLA, Helsinki Technical University and the Royal Academy of 
Fine Arts in London.

Libeskind is a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, the highest 
membership award given to an individual “for their exceptional work and 
contributions to architecture and society.”
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JEFFREY KRISCHER
PRESIDENT’S GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AWARD

Dr. Jeffrey Krischer, an internationally leading researcher in autoimmune 
diseases, is Distinguished University Health Professor, associate chair of the 
Department of Internal Medicine, Morsani College of Medicine, and director 
of the Health Informatics Institute at the University of South Florida. He leads 
200 clinical and research faculty and staff exploring the origin and develop-
ment, and prevention strategies, for type 1 (autoimmune) diabetes and more 
than 200 rare diseases.

Krischer, who joined USF in 1993, has developed new methods that have re-
sulted in more efficient designs for clinical trials now widely used in the study 
of type 1 diabetes. He has been credited with the discovery of two specific 
subtypes of type 1 diabetes that provide new insights into the causes of the 
disease and prevention strategies. Krischer continues to be an active col-
laborator in pursuing new treatments for rare lung diseases and was part of a 
team that demonstrated the first-ever therapy to be awarded breakthrough sci-
ence by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for treatment of this disease. 
His research program involves collaborators from more than 15 countries and 
tens of thousands of children and families worldwide.

Krischer’s current research focuses primarily on the design, conduct and 
analysis of multi-institutional clinical trials, the epidemiology of autoimmune 
disorders, rare diseases, and cancer quality of life and symptom management. 
He is the author of more than 300 scientific papers and has been continuously 
funded by the National Institutes of Health for 40 years. He is often listed 
as among the most-funded NIH investigators, with his cumulative awards 
exceeding $500 million.

Later this spring, Krischer, who earned his Ph.D. from Harvard University, will 
be formally recognized as a new honorary doctor of medicine by the Lund 
University Faculty of Medicine in Sweden. He has collaborated with research-
ers there since 2002, contributing his expertise in the design and analysis of 
clinical studies and mentoring junior researchers.
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M. DWAYNE SMITH
DEAN, OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Dear Graduate,

Congratulations on your graduation today from the University of South 
Florida. It is an honor for me to acknowledge your great success and 
receipt of your graduate degree. You can be proud of your degree from 
the University of South Florida as we continue to climb in national 
and international prominence for excellence in research, teaching, and 
community engagement. A major component of the mission of the 
Office of Graduate Studies is to facilitate the development of present-day 
and future global leaders – one student at a time.

Today, you represent how that mission is being achieved. Through your 
work and accomplishments here as students and now graduates, we 
thank you for strengthening our ability as a university to demonstrate 
student success. I encourage you to continue your quest for excellence 
and become the leaders who will transform the world. You now join 
over 300,000 USF alumni who represent every state and nearly 160 
nations. I hope you will be an active alumnus and let us know of your 
future accomplishments. Congratulations again and best wishes for the 
stellar future I know you have.

Sincerely,
 
m. dwayne Smith, Senior viCe provoSt and 
dean, oFFiCe oF graduate StudieS
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APRIL MONTEITH
USF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CHAIR

Dear Graduate,

Congratulations! Today is your first day as a USF alumnus, a distinction 
you have earned and will proudly hold for the rest of your life. It is a 
special day for you and the friends and family who supported you.

Since the first graduating class in 1963, USF alumni have brought honor 
and distinction to the university in many areas, including medicine, 
business, law, the arts, public service, technology, engineering and 
education. With each passing year — and graduating class — the 
university’s stature grows as its alumni are recognized across the state 
and nation, and around the world.

From this day forward, you will carry on that tradition. Wherever your 
future takes you, you’ll carry with you the distinguished reputation of 
a world-class university. I personally invite and encourage you to stay 
connected to your Alma Mater through the USF Alumni Association. 
Your membership connects you with your fellow Bulls and creates 
meaningful ways for all of us to:

• Promote and protect USF
• Share your USF pride 
• Stay connected
• Make an impact and help USF succeed

Take full advantage of your first year complimentary USF Alumni 
Association membership by getting involved in your local chapter (we 
have USF alumni chapters around the globe!) and your college alumni 
society.

We are incredibly proud of the accomplishments you and your family 
celebrate today. With your degree and educational experiences to reflect 
on, you are now truly Unstoppable!

In Bull Pride, 

april monteith, ’01, mBa ’03
Chair, uSF alumni aSSoCiation
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DEGREES FROM THE OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
M. Dwayne Smith, Senior Vice Provost & Dean, the Office of Graduate Studies

CANDIDATES FOR THE DOCTORATE

COLLEGE OF ARTS  
& SCIENCES
Eric Eisenberg, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Lou-Ella Alexander, Cancer Biology
B.S., Saxion University of Applied Sciences
M.S., Radboud University Nijmegen
Dissertation: Characterization of the 
Transcriptional Elongation Factor ELL3 
in B cells and Its Role in B-cell Lymphoma 
Proliferation and Survival
Major Professor(s): Kenneth L. Wright, Ph.D. 

Rene Baumstark, Geography & 
Environmental Science & Policy
B.S., University of West Florida
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Remote Sensing and Spatial 
Metrics for Quantifying Seagrass Landscape 
Changes: A Study on the 2011 Indian River 
Lagoon Florida Seagrass Die-off Event
Major Professor(s): Ruiliang Pu, Ph.D. 

Jie Chen, Cancer Biology
B.S., Shandong Normal University
M.S., Shandong University
Dissertation: Novel Role of Histone Deacetylase 
11 (HDAC11) in Regulating Normal and 
Malignant Hematopoiesis
Major Professor(s): Eduardo M. Sotomayor, 
M.D. & Javier Pinilla Ibarz, M.D.

Hunter Clasen, Geology
B.S., Georgia Institute of Technology
M.S., Georgia Institute of Technology
Dissertation: Flow and Transport in Low-
Gradient Rivers and Estuaries
Major Professor(s): Mark Rains, Ph.D. 

Sarah Cooper, Sociology
B.A., University of Georgia
M.A., University of North Carolina, 
Wilmington
Dissertation: Breaking the Crass Ceiling? 
Analyzing Narratives, Performances, and 
Audience Reception of Women’s Stand-Up 
Comedy
Major Professor(s): Laurel D. Graham, Ph.D. 

Garrett Craft, Chemistry
B.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Characterization of Nylon-12 
in a Novel Additive Manufacturing 
Technology, the Rheological and Spectroscopic 
Analysis of PEG-Starch Matrix Interactions, 
and the Calorimetric and Mechanical 
Characterization of Polyimides
Major Professor(s): Julie Harmon, Ph.D. 

Timothy Curran, English
B.A., Christendom College
M.A., Seton Hall University
Dissertation: The Medievalizing Process: 
Religious Medievalism in Romantic and 
Victorian Literature
Major Professor(s): Regina Hewitt, Ph.D. 

Raheleh Dayerizadeh, Government
B.A., University of Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: “Neither East Nor West”: Shia 
Women Negotiating Gender Norms in America
Major Professor(s): Steven Roach, Ph.D. 

Alisa DeBorde, English
B.A., Southeastern University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Seeing Trauma: The Known and 
the Hidden in Nineteenth-Century Literture
Major Professor(s): Marty Gould, Ph.D. 

Benjamin Eduful, Chemistry
B.S., University of Cape Coast
M.S., University of Aberdeen
Dissertation: Synthesis of Novel Agents for the 
Treatment of Infectious and Neurodegenrative 
Diseases
Major Professor(s): James W. Leahy, Ph.D. 

Justine Egner, Sociology
B.A., Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania
M.A., Texas Tech University
Dissertation: An Intersectional Examination 
of Disability and LGBTQ+ Identities in Virtual 
Spaces
Major Professor(s): Sara Green, Ph.D. 

Hiva Feizi, Government
B.S., University of California, Los Angeles
M., University of Southern California
Dissertation: Bridging A Disciplinary Gap: 
A Non-normative Conceptualization of 
Soft Power Rising Powers- A Discursive 
Construction of Soft Power
Major Professor(s): Bernd Reiter, Ph.D. 

Zoe Fine, Communication
B.A., Emory University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Becoming a Woman of ISIS
Major Professor(s): Mariaelena Bartesaghi, Ph.D. 

Elizabeth Fuller, Psychology
B.S., Towson University
M.A., American University
Dissertation: An Examination of Underlying 
Causes for Differences in Affect-Rich and Affect-
Poor Choice
Major Professor(s): Sandra Schneider, Ph.D. 

Geoffrey Gray, Chemistry
B.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Conformational Fluctuations 
of Biomolecules Studied Using Molecular 
Dynamics and Enhanced Sampling
Major Professor(s): Arjan van der Vaart, Ph.D. 

Dahlia Guzman, Philosophy
B.A., University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley
M.A., Kent State University
Dissertation: The Strategic Naturalism of Sandra 
Harding’s Feminist Standpoint Theory: A Path 
Toward Epistemic Progress
Major Professor(s): Alex Levine, Ph.D. 

Tamalia Julien, Chemistry
B.S., Florida Agricultural & Mechanical 
University
Dissertation: Synthesis, Modification and 
Characterization of Thermoplastic Polymer 
Composites and Nanocomposites
Major Professor(s): Julie Harmon, Ph.D. 

Natalia Junqueira Sumi, Cancer Biology
B., United Metropolitan University
M.S., University of New Haven
Dissertation: A System Chemical Biology 
Approach for Dissecting Differential Molecular 
Mechanism of Action of Clinical Kinase 
Inhibitors in Lung Cancer
Major Professor(s): Uwe Rix, Ph.D. 

Vijaysankar Kalappattil, Applied Physics
B.E.T., Mahatma Gandhi University
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Spin Seebeck Effect and Associated 
Phenomena in Functional Magnetic Oxides
Major Professor(s): Srikanth Hariharan, Ph.D. & 
Manh-Huong Phan, Ph.D.
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Ankush Kanwar, Chemistry
B.S., Kurukshetra University
M.S., Thapar University
Dissertation: Studies Aimed at Synthesis of 
Anti-Infective Agents
Major Professor(s): Dr. James W. Leahy, Ph.D. 

Matthew Knestrick, Chemistry
B.S., John Carroll University
Dissertation: From Florida to Antarctica: 
Dereplication Strategies and Chemical 
Investigations of Marine Organisms
Major Professor(s): Bill J. Baker, Ph.D. 

Crystina Kriss, Cell and Molecular Biology
B.S., University of Tampa
Dissertation: Investigation of Alcohol-Induced 
Changes in Hepatic Histone Modifications 
Using Mass Spectrometry Based Proteomics
Major Professor(s): Stanley M. Stevens Jr., 
Ph.D. & Brant Burkhardt, Ph.D.

Anita Marshall, Geology
B.S., University of Arkansas
M.S., University of Arkansas
Dissertation: Evaluation of Academic 
and Social Engagement in a Technology-
Based Collaborative Approach to Inclusive 
Geoscience Field Learning
Major Professor(s): Jeffrey G. Ryan, Ph.D. 

Daniel Martin, Cell and Molecular Biology
B.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Role of Phosphohistidine 
Phosphatase 1 in Ethanol-induced Liver Injury
Major Professor(s): Stanley Stevens, Ph.D. & 
Brant Burkhardt, Ph.D.

Mark McCarthy, Communication
B.A., University of South Florida
M.S.I.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: As Good as it Gets: Redefining 
Survival Through Post-Race and Post-
Feminism in Apocalyptic Film and Television
Major Professor(s): Rachel Dubrofsky, Ph.D. 

Sommer Mitchell, Government
B.S., Ohio University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Becoming Legitimate: How 
PMSCs are Seeking Legitimacy in the 
International System
Major Professor(s): Steven Roach, Ph.D. 

Hong Nguyen, Applied Physics
B.S.E.S., Hanoi University of Science and 
Technology, Vietnam
Dissertation: Coarse-grained Modeling Studies 
of Polymeric and Granular Systems
Major Professor(s): Robert S. Hoy, Ph.D. 

Christina Ortega, Biology
B.S., University of Tampa
Dissertation: Flames and Frogs - The Impact of 
Environmental Disturbances on Host-Parasite 
Dynamics
Major Professor(s): Jason Rohr, Ph.D. 

Cynthia Pace, Applied Anthropology
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
M.P.H., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Ripple Effects of the Belo Monte 
Dam: A Syndemic Approach to Addressing 
Health Impacts for the Downstream 
Community of Gurupa
Major Professor(s): David Himmelgreen, Ph.D.

Elan Pavlinich, English
B.A., Duquesne University
M.A., Western Michigan University
Dissertation: Queer Authority in Old and 
Middle English Literature
Major Professor(s): Nicole Guenther Discenza, 
Ph.D. 

Jason Richardson, Biology
B.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Effects of Herbivory by the 
Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) on 
Plant Community Composition and Seed 
Germination
Major Professor(s): Peter Stiling, Ph.D. 

Muhammad Shafiq-Ul-Hassan, Applied 
Physics
B.S., University of the Punjab
M.S., Pakistan Institute of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences
Dissertation: Characterization of Computed 
Tomography Radiomic Features using Texture 
Phantoms
Major Professor(s): Eduardo G. Moros, Ph.D. & 
Ghanim Ullah, Ph.D.

Chavis Stackhouse, Chemistry
B.S., Univeristy of South Carolina
Dissertation: Azamacrocyclic-Based 
Frameworks: Syntheses and Characterizations
Major Professor(s): Shengqian Ma, Ph.D. 

Brad Steele, Applied Physics
B.A., Berea College
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Computational Discovery of Energetic 
Polynitrogen Compounds at High Pressure
Major Professor(s): Ivan Oleynik, Ph.D. 

Ongard Thiabgoh, Applied Physics
B.S., Ubon Ratchathani University
M.S., Texas Tech University
Dissertation: Novel Magneto-LC Resonance 
Sensors for Industrial and Bioengineering 
Applications
Major Professor(s): Manh-Houng Phan, Ph.D. 

Patrick Toglia, Applied Physics
B.S., University of South Florida
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Analyzing the Effects of Ca2+ 
Dynamics on Mitochondrial Function in 
Health and Disease
Major Professor(s): Ghanim Ullah, Ph.D. 

Konrad Trautman, Government
B.A., Pennsylvania State University
M., U.S. Army War College
Dissertation: Strategic Negligence: Why the 
United States Failed to Provide Military 
Support to the Syrian Resistance in 2011-2014
Major Professor(s): Mohsen Milani, Ph.D. 

Wilson Underkuffler, Philosophy
B.A., Boston University
M.A., University of York
Dissertation: Hume on the Doctrine of Infinite 
Divisibility: A Matter of Clarity and Absurdity
Major Professor(s): Douglas Jesseph, Ph.D. & 
Roger Ariew, Ph.D.

John Voelpel, Philosophy
B.S.C.H., University of Illinois
M.A., University of South Florida
J.D., Wane State University
Dissertation: Climate Change: Aristotelian 
Virtue Theory, the AidÅ s Response and Proper 
Primility
Major Professor(s): Martin Schoenfeld, Ph.D. 

Jessica Wilder, Geography & Environmental 
Science & Policy
B.S., University of Minnesota
M.S., Strayer University
Dissertation: Operationalizing the Pressure 
and Release Theoretical Framework Using 
Risk Ratio Analysis to Measure Vulnerability 
and Predict Risk from Natural Hazards in the 
Tampa, FL Metropolitan Area
Major Professor(s): Graham Tobin, Ph.D. & 
Ambe Njoh, Ph.D.

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL  
& COMMUNITY SCIENCES
Julianne Serovich, Dean

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

Samuel Bernhisel, Audiology
B.S., Brigham Young University
Doctoral Project: Cortical Connectivity 
Underlying Spectrotemporal Processing
Major Professor(s): Ann Clock Eddins, Ph.D.

Carolyn Brennan, Audiology
B.A., University of South Florida
Doctoral Project: How do Age and Gender Affect 
Performance on Auditory Processing Tasks
Major Professor(s): Michael Barker, Ph.D. & 
Patricia Carr Au.D.

Patricia Gabbidon, Audiology
B.H.S., University of Florida
Doctoral Project: An Evaluation of the 
Continuous Number Identification Test (CNIT)
Major Professor(s): David A. Eddins, Ph.D.

Kelsey Harris, Audiology
B.A., University of South Florida
Doctoral Project: Cortical Processing of 
Dynamic ITD and ILD Cues in Young, Normal 
Hearing Listeners
Major Professor(s): Ann Clock Eddins, Ph.D. & 
Erol Ozmeral, Ph.D.

Charissa Hicks, Audiology
B.A., University of South Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Doctoral Project: Predictive Value of the Theory 
of Planned Behavior in Hearing Help-seeking 
Behavior
Major Professor(s): Michelle Arnold, Au.D. & 
Victoria Sanchez, Au.D., Ph.D.

Ashley Hinton, Audiology
B.A., University of South Florida
Doctoral Project: Omega Essential Fatty Acids 
and the Aging Auditory System: A Systematic 
Therapeutic Investigation
Major Professor(s): Robert Frisina, Ph.D. & 
Joseph Walton, Ph.D.

Brianna Kinney, Audiology
B.S., Florida State University
Doctoral Project: TFS: TomFoolery and 
Shenanigans: Determining Effective Measures of 
Temporal Fine Structure Processing
Major Professor(s): David A. Eddins, Ph.D. & 
Eric Hoover, Ph.D.

Allison Lowenberg, Audiology
B.A., University of Maryland, College Park
Doctoral Project: Test-Retest Reliability of the 
P3b Event-Related Potential in Older Adults with 
and without Mild Cognitive Impairment
Major Professor(s): Jennifer Lister, Ph.D. & Aryn 
Harrison Bush, Ph.D.

Spruha Mahapatra, Audiology
B.Sc., All India Institute of Speech and Hearing, 
Mysore
Doctoral Project: Beyond Air Conduction: 
Characterizing the Perception of Ultrasonic 
Hearing via Bone Conduction
Major Professor(s): David A. Eddins, Ph.D.

Ashley Newton, Audiology
B.S., Florida State University
Doctoral Project: Evaluation of Bimodal Benefit 
for Time Compressed Speech in Noise: Simulated 
and Real Bimodal Listeners
Major Professor(s): Gail Donaldson, Ph.D.
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Amanda Peluso, Audiology
B.A., Marist College
Doctoral Project: Effects of Music Training on 
Auditory Processing
Major Professor(s): Susan Fulton, Ph.D. & 
Patricia Carr, Au.D.

Danielle Stephens, Audiology
B.S., Florida State University
Doctoral Project: Normative Data for 7- to 
12- Year-Old Children Based on Gender Using 
a Selection of the University of South Florida 
Auditory Processing Disorders Test Battery
Major Professor(s): Michael Barker, Ph.D. & 
Patricia Carr, Au.D.

Luke Wassermann, Audiology
B.A., Case Western Reserve University
Doctoral Project: Effects of Time Compression 
on Bimodal Benefit for Sentence Recognition in 
Quiet: Simulated and Real Bimodal Listeners
Major Professor(s): Gail Donaldson, Ph.D.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Sarah Eisel, Aging Sciences
B.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Daily Fatigue and Subjective 
Cognitive Function: What Influences Daily 
Quality of Life Issues among Breast Cancer 
Survivors?
Major Professor(s): Brent Small, Ph.D. & Stacey 
Scott, Ph.D.

Anna Garcia, Applied Behavior Analysis
B.A., University of South Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: A Cultural Adaptation of 
Functional Communication Training
Major Professor(s): Sarah E. Bloom, Ph.D. 

Richard Glaesser, Social Work
B.A., University of Toronto
M.S.W., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Transition of Persons with 
Developmental Disabilities from Parental to 
Sibling Co-Residential Care: Effects on Sibling 
Caregiver Well-Being and Family Functioning
Major Professor(s): Nan Sook Park, Ph.D. & 
Elizabeth Perkins, Ph.D.

Stacy Kratz, Social Work
B.S.W., University of South Florida
M.S.W., University of South Florida
Dissertation: An Exploratory Study of 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Communication among Haitian Mother-
Daughter Dyads in West Central Florida
Major Professor(s): Guitele J. Rahill, Ph.D. 

Rhissa Robinson, Criminology
B.S., Virginia Tech
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Impact of Religious/Spiritual 
Turning Points on Desistance: A Lifecourse 
Assessment of Racial and Ethnic Differences
Major Professor(s): Michael J. Leiber, Ph.D. 

Diego Valbuena, Applied Behavior Analysis
B.S., University of Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Monetary Reinforcement for 
Increasing Walking in Adults with Intellectual 
Disabilities
Major Professor(s): Raymond Miltenberger, Ph.D.

MUMA COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Moez Limayem, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Yibo Zhang, Business Administration
B.S., Nankai University
M.Acc., The University of Texas at Dallas
Dissertation: Three Essays on Digital Annual 
Reports for Nonprofessional Investors: 
The Impacts of Presentation Formats on 
Investment-Related Judgments and Decisions
Major Professor(s): Uday Murthy, Ph.D.

Yiyang Zhang, Business Administration
B., Washburn University
M.Acc., University of Kansas
Dissertation: Two Essays on String of Earnings 
Benchmarks
Major Professor(s): Dahlia Robinson, Ph.D. & 
Tom Smith, Ph.D.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Roger Brindley, Interim Dean

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Olayinka Alege, Educational Program 
Developmnt
B.S., University of South Florida
M.Ed., Argosy University
Dissertation: The Role of a Principal 
Supervisor working with School Administrators 
to Reduce Disproportionate Numbers of 
Suspended Students
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. & 
William Johnson, Ph.D.

Matthew Anderson, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S., Florida State University
M.S., Florida State University
Dissertation: An Exploration of the 
Relationship between Institutional Financial 
Resources and Global Ranking
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D.

Carol Brown, Educational Program 
Development
B.S., University of South Florida
M.S., NOVA Southeastern University
Dissertation: All Roads Lead to Turnaround: 
An Autoethnographic Case Study of Principal 
Leadership
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. & 
Elizabeth Shaunessey-Dedrick, Ph.D.

Felicia Davis, Educational Program 
Development
B.S., University of South Florida
M.S., Nova Southeastern University
Dissertation: Elementrary-aged African 
American Male Students’ Experiences with 
Teacher Expectations and Perceptions of Race
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. & 
Elizabeth Shaunessy-Dedrick, Ph.D.

Richard Grayes, Educational Program 
Developmnt
B.S., University of South Florida
M.A., Nova Southeastern University
Dissertation: An Analysis of School District 
Responses to Food Insecurity and Poor 
Nutrition in Elementary Children in High 
Poverty Communities
Major Professor(s): Howard Johnston, Ph.D. & 
Judith Ponticell, Ph.D.

Jennifer Hart, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., University of South Florida
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Nontraditional Community College 
Students’ Motivational Regulation in a Blended 
Core Technology Course
Major Professor(s): Sanghoon Park, Ph.D. 

Jacqueline Haynes, Educational Program 
Development
B.S., Florida State University
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Use of Equity Plans in School 
Districts
Major Professor(s): William Black, Ph.D. & 
Howard Johnston, Ph.D.

Holly Magaditsch, Educational Leadership
B., University of South Florida
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Union Representatives’ Stories: 
From Leading the Classroom to Leading a 
District
Major Professor(s): Vonzell Agosto, Ph.D. 

Rebecca Powell, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., University of South Florida, Lakeland
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: “We’re Not Going to Talk About 
That:” A Qualitative Case Study of Three 
Elementary Teachers’ Experiences Integrating 
Literacy and Social Studies
Major Professor(s): Danielle  Dennis, Ph.D.

Odalys Pritchard, Educational Program 
Developmnt
B.A., University of South Florida
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Program Evaluation of Step Up 
Program for Retained Students
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. 

Dawn Stites, Educational Program 
Developmnt
B.S., University of South Florida
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Promoting Teacher Self-efficacy in 
Turnaround Schools
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. 

Johan Von Ancken, Educational Program 
Developmnt
B.A., University of South Florida
M.Ed., University of Florida
Dissertation: Culturally Relevant Instruction 
and the Ethic of Care
Major Professor(s): William Black, Ph.D. & 
Howard Johnston, Ph.D.

Alisa Zujovic, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., Northeast Louisiana University
M.S., University of Louisiana, Monroe
Dissertation: Predictive Validity of Florida’s 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test
Major Professor(s): Robert Dedrick, Ph.D. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Adhwaa Alahmari, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B., Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic 
University
M.Ed., Cleveland State University
Dissertation: General Education Teachers’ 
Perceptions of Response to Intervention 
Implementation: A Qualitative Interview Study
Major Professor(s): David Allsopp, Ph.D. 
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Haifa Alsayyari, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., King Saud University
M.Ed., University of North Florida
Dissertation: Perceptions of Immigrant Arab 
American Parents of Children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder: An Exploratory Study
Major Professor(s): Ann Cranston-Gingras, Ph.D. 

Trevor Bernard, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., Florida State University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Environmental Perceptions 
to Promote Self-directed Learning in the 
Workplace
Major Professor(s): William H. Young, Ed.D. 

Christina Brown-Wujick, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., University of South Florida
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Student Employment during 
Senior Year of Undergraduate Study
Major Professor(s): Thomas Miller, Ed.D. 

Alessandro Cesarano, Second Langauge 
Acquisition & Instructional Technology
B., UniversitÃ  degli Studi di Milano
M.A., University of Virginia
Dissertation: Language Educator’ Perceptions 
of Their Use of Social Media for Pedagogical 
Purposes
Major Professor(s): John I. Liontas, Ph.D. 

Addie China, Second Langauge Acquisition 
& Instructional Technology
B.A., University of Florida
M.A., University of Florida
Dissertation: Beyonce as a Semiotic Resource: 
Visual and Linguistic Meaning Making and 
Gender in Twitter, Tumblr, and Pinterest
Major Professor(s): Camilla Va¡squez, Ph.D. 

Ahmet Colak, Curriculum and Instruction
B.A., Middle East Technical University
M.A.T., Middle East Technical University
Dissertation: A Multiple-Case Study Examining 
Faculty Members’ Online Course Design and 
Teaching Experiences in Distance Education
Major Professor(s): Yiping Lou, Ph.D. 

Julie Dell-Jones, Second Langauge 
Acquisition & Instructional Technology
B.S., Florida International University
B.F.A., Florida International University
M.S., Florida International University
Dissertation: Intersecting Stories: Cultural 
Reflexivity, Digital Storytelling, and Narratives 
in Language Teacher Training
Major Professor(s): Wei Zhu, Ph.D. 

Cynthia Edwards, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., Western Illinois University
M.A., Western Illinois University
Dissertation: First-Year Seminars and Student 
Expectations: A Correlational Study of 
Retention and Success
Major Professor(s): Waynne B. James, Ed.D. 

Oriana Eversole, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., University of Florida
M.A., Clark University
Dissertation: Case Study of a Collaborative 
Approach to Evaluation Within a School 
District Central Office
Major Professor(s): Jose Castillo, Ph.D. & 
Jennifer Wolgemuth, Ph.D.

Fadwa Flemban, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S., King Abdulaziz University
M.Ed., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Animated Pedagogical Agent’s 
Roles and English Learners’ Prior Knowledge: 
The Influence on Cognitive Load, Motivation, 
and Vocabulary Acquisition
Major Professor(s): Glenn Smith, Ph.D. & 
Sanghoon Park, Ph.D.

Jennifer Greene, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., University of South Florida
M.S.P.H., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Assessing Readiness to Seek 
Formal Mental Health Services: Development 
and Initial Validation of the Mental Health 
Belief Model Assessment (MHBMA)
Major Professor(s): Robert Dedrick, Ph.D. 

Melanie Griffin, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
M., University of South Carolina
Dissertation: Once Upon a Genre: Distant 
Reading, the Newbery Medal, and the 
Affordances of   Interdisciplinary Paradigms 
for Understanding Children’s Literature
Major Professor(s): Jenifer Schneider, Ph.D. 

Angela Jones, Educational Leadership
B.S., Florida State University
M.S., Florida State University
Dissertation: Enrollment and Disenrollment 
in Voluntary Prekindergarten:  A Study of 
Educational Leaders’ Decision-Making
Major Professor(s): Vonzell Agosto, Ph.D. 

Anh Kellermann, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S.I.T., University of South Florida
M.S.I.T., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Missing Data in Complex Sample 
Surveys: Impact of Deletion and Imputation 
Treatments on Point and Interval Parameter 
Estimates
Major Professor(s): John Ferron, Ph.D. 

Pelagia Kilgore, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.A., University of South Florida
M.Ed., NOVA Southeastern University
Dissertation: Adult College Students’ 
Perceptions about Learning Mathematics via 
Developmental  Mathematical xMOOCs
Major Professor(s): Janet Richards, Ph.D. & 
Eugenia Vomvoridi-Ivanovic, Ph.D.

Brandon King, Second Langauge 
Acquisition & Instructional Technology
B.A., Wichita State University
M.A., Wichita State University
Dissertation: Investigating Spanish Heritage 
Language Learning, Virtual Worlds, and Task 
Design
Major Professor(s): John Liontas, Ph.D.

Myriam Lindo, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., Florida International University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Differences in English Language 
Proficiency Growth: A Possible Indicator of 
Giftedness for English Learners
Major Professor(s): Elizabeth Shaunessy-
Dedrick, Ph.D. & Lisa Lopez, Ph.D.

Lindsay Persohn, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., Florida Southern College
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Curating Illustrations of Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Major Professor(s): Jenifer Jasinski Schneider, 
Ph.D. 

Jennifer Rinck, Educational Leadership
B.S.W., Florida State University
M.S.W., Florida State University
Dissertation: A Multiple Case Study of 
Principal and Instructional Leadership Team 
Implementation of a District Multi-Tiered System 
of Support Initiative
Major Professor(s): William Black, Ph.D. 

Omar Salaam, Educational Leadership
B.A., Bethune-Cookman University
M.Ed., Saginaw Valley State University
Dissertation: A Critical Family Histories Study of 
Parents Engaging Issues of Race and Racism
Major Professor(s): William R. Black, Ph.D. 

Deirdra Sanders-Burnett, Curriculum and 
Instruction
B.S., Bethune-Cookman University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: School Counselors’ Role in 
Reducing Aggression in Children in Alternative 
Education Programs
Major Professor(s): Herbert Exum, Ph.D. & 
Cynthia Topdemir, Ph.D.

Sharlene Smith, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., Nova Southeastern University
M.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Parent Perceptions of Family 
Quality of Life Raising a Child with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder
Major Professor(s): Judith Ponticell, Ph.D. & 
William Young, Ed.D.

April Steen, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S.W., Saint Leo University
M.S.W., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Threats to Teaching: An 
Investigation Into the Constructs of Compassion 
Fatigue in the Classroom
Major Professor(s): Jeannie Kleinhammer-
Tramill, Ph.D. & Leia Cain, Ph.D.

Katherine Wesley, School Psychology
B.S., Oregon State University
M.S., University of Oregon
Dissertation: Perceptions of Quality of Life, Peer 
Relationships, and Health Literacy in Adolescents 
with Phenylketonuria (PKU)
Major Professor(s): Kathy Bradley-Klug, Ph.D. 

Jessica Wilson, Curriculum and Instruction
B.S., Tennessee State University
M.S., Tennessee State University
Dissertation: Voice of High Achieving Black 
Women Undergraduate Engineering and 
Mathematics Majors
Major Professor(s): Eugenia Vomvoridi-Ivanovic, 
Ph.D. 
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Robert H. Bishop, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Majdi Ababneh, Electrical Engineering
B.S.E.E., Jordan University of Science and 
Technology
M.E.E., Jordan University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: Overview of Design of Micro-
Scale Energy Harvesting Systems for Low 
Power Applications Using Enhanced Power 
Management System
Major Professor(s): Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D. 

Abdulrahman Al Fuhaid, Civil Engineering
B.S.E., King Faisal Unversity
M.C.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Biobased Epoxy Asphalt Binder 
(BEAB) for Pavement Asphalt Mixtures
Major Professor(s): Qing Lu, Ph.D. 

Ghadh Alzamzmi, Computer Science & 
Engineering
B.S., Umm Al-Qura University
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Automatic Monitoring of Neonatal 
Pain
Major Professor(s): Rangachar Kasturi, Ph.D. & 
Dmitry Goldgof, Ph.D.

Peyman Behzadnia, Computer Science & 
Engineering
B.S., Iran University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: Dynamic Energy-Aware Database 
Storage and Operations
Major Professor(s): Yi-Cheng Tu, Ph.D. 

Prashanth Chetlur Adithya, Electrical 
Engineering
B.S.E.E., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological 
University
M.S.E.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: A Novel Framework to Determine 
Physiological Signals From Blood Flow 
Dynamics
Major Professor(s): Ravi Sankar, Ph.D. & 
Wilfrido. A. Moreno, Ph.D.

Shamara Collins, Electrical Engineering
B.S., Morgan State University
M.S.E.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Low-Temperature 
Photoluminescence Study of the Manufacturing 
Process for CdTe Thin Films
Major Professor(s): Christos Ferekides, Ph.D. 

Joseph Dituri, Biomedical Engineering
B.S.C.S., University of South Carolina
M.S., Naval Post Graduate School
Dissertation: Novel Heart Rate Variability and 
C02, Real-time Detection and Measurement 
System
Major Professor(s): Robert Frisina, Ph.D. 

Radwan El Zein, Electrical Engineering
B., University of Surrey
M.S.E.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Electronic Properties of Self-
Assembled 2D and 3D Surface Mounted Metal 
Organic Frameworks
Major Professor(s): Rudy Schlaf, Ph.D. 

Song Fang, Computer Science & Engineering
B.S.E.E., South China University of Technology
M.E.E., Beijing University of Posts and 
Telecommunications
Dissertation: Channel Camouflage and 
Manipulation Techniques in Wireless Networks
Major Professor(s): Yao Liu, Ph.D. 

Rekha Govindaraj, Computer Science & 
Engineering
B.E.T., Visweswaraya Technological University
M., Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur
Dissertation: Emerging Non-Volatile Memory 
Technologies for Search and Security
Major Professor(s): Srinivas Katkoori, Ph.D. & 
Swaroop Ghosh, Ph.D.

Earnest Hansley, Computer Science & 
Engineering
B.S.C.S., Fort Valley State University
M., Naval Postgraduate School
Dissertation: Identification of Individuals from 
Ears in Real World Conditions
Major Professor(s): Sudeep Sarkar, Ph.D. 

Derar Hawatmeh, Electrical Engineering
B.S.E.E., Jordan University of Science and 
Technology
M.S.E.E., Jordan University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: Three Dimensional Direct Print 
Additively Manufactured High-Q Microwave 
Filters and Embedded Antennas
Major Professor(s): Thomas Weller, Ph.D. 

Mohammed Jasim, Electrical Engineering
B.S., Applied Science Universtiy
M.S., Brunel Unversity
Dissertation: Intial Beam Access Methods for 
Millimeter Wave Cellular Systems
Major Professor(s): Nasir Ghani, Ph.D. 

Tamina Johnson, Engineering Science
B.S., Florida Agricultural & Mechanical 
University
M.S., Florida Agricultural & Mechanical 
University
Dissertation: Elastin-Like Polypeptide Fusion 
Tag as a Protein-Dependent Solubility Enhancer 
of Cysteine-Knot Growth Factors
Major Professor(s): Piyush Koria, Ph.D. 

Imran Khan, Electrical Engineering
B.S.E.E., Bangladesh University of Engineering 
and Technology
M.S.E.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation:  In Situ Extrinsic Doping of CdTe 
for Photovoltaic Application
Major Professor(s): Christos Ferekides, Ph.D. 

Youngwoon Kim, Environmental Engineering
B.S.E., Myongji University
M.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Sustainable Energy Systems in 
Aquaculture
Major Professor(s): Qiong Zhang, Ph.D. 

Andrea Lowe, Biomedical Engineering
B.S., University of Florida
M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Neural Mechanisms of 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation in the 
Treatment of Tinnitus
Major Professor(s): Joseph Walton, Ph.D. 

Diogo Nunes De Oliveira, Electrical 
Engineering
B.S.C.S., Salgado de Oliveira University
M.C.P., Federal University of Goias
Dissertation: Joint Mapping and Routing 
of Virtual Network Functions for Improved 
Disaster Recovery Support
Major Professor(s): Nasir Ghani, Ph.D & Jorge 
Crichigno, Ph.D.

William Oropallo, Computer Science & 
Engineering
B.S.C.S., University of South Florida
M.S.C.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: A Point Cloud Approach to Object 
Slicing for 3D Printing
Major Professor(s): Les A. Piegl, Ph.D. 

Antonia Panaou, Civil Engineering
B.S.C.E., University of South Florida
M.C.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Assessing the Impacts of Climate 
Change on Streamflow and Reservoir Operation 
in Central Florida
Major Professor(s): Mahmood Nachabe, Ph.D. 

Samuel Perez, Electrical Engineering
B.S.C.P., University of Nebraska at Omaha
M.E.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Integration and Cross-coupling of 
a Notched-turbine  Symbiotic Power Source for 
Implantable Medical Devices
Major Professor(s): Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D. 

Daniel Romero Rodriguez, Industrial 
Engineering
B.S.I.E., Universidad del Norte
M.I.E., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Physical and Social Systems 
Resilience Assessment and Optimization
Major Professor(s): Alex Savachkin, Ph.D.

Mohsen Ziaee, Mechanical Engineering
B.S.M.E., Bu-Ali Sina university
M.S.M.E., Sahand University of Technology
Dissertation: Materials and Methods to Fabricate 
Porous Structures Using Additive Manufacturing 
Techniques
Major Professor(s): Nathan Crane. Ph.D.

COLLEGE OF 
MARINE SCIENCE
Jacqueline Dixon, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Marcy Cockrell, Marine Science
B.S., Stony Brook University
M.S., Northeastern University
Dissertation: Spatial Dynamics and Productivity 
of a Gulf of Mexico Commercial Reef Fish 
Fishery Following Large Scale Disturbance and 
Management Change
Major Professor(s): Steven Murawski, Ph.D.

Nora Douglas, Marine Science
B.S., Duke University
Dissertation: Extending Spectrophotometric pH 
Methods to Temperate Estuarine Environments
Major Professor(s): Robert H. Byrne, Ph.D.

Christian Haller, Marine Science
B.S., Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg
M.S., Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat 
Bonn
Dissertation: Application of Modern 
Foraminiferal Assemblages to 
Paleoenvironmental Reconstruction: Case 
Studies from Coastal and Shelf Environments
Major Professor(s): Pamela Hallock Muller, Ph.D.
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COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
James Moy, Dean

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Joshua Blair, Music
B.M., Stetson University
M.M., University of South Florida
Dissertation: The Making of a Nationally 
Recognized Band in a Small, Private Liberal 
Arts University: The Historical Significance of 
Bobby L. Adams, 1987-2012
Major Professor(s): Victor Fung, Ph.D. & Terese 
Volk Tuohey, Ph.D.

Daniel Nevels, Music
B.M., University of Tampa
M.M., University of South Florida
Dissertation: Music Software in the 
Compositional Learning Process
Major Professor(s): David Williams, Ph.D. & 
Victor Fung, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR THE 
SPECIALIST DEGREE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Roger Brindley, Interim Dean

EDUCATION SPECIALIST
    
Curriculum and Instruction, School Psychology
Emily Elizabeth Esposito
Kayla N. LaRosa
Natalie Ann Leedy
Courtney Lynn

Educational Leadership
Catherine Michelle Lennard
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Eric M. Eisenberg, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Applied Anthropology
Christine Lynn Bergmann
Mecca Burris
Gennifer Michelle Goad
Heather Diane Henderson
Kerri Ann Knigge
Kelsey Anna Kreiser
Gabrielle R. Lehigh
Mohammud Guffran Rostom
Elizabeth A. Southard
Chlöe Alexandra Sweetman
Seiichi Villalona
Devin N. Williams

Communication
Sanford K. Betz
Angela Candela
Reign Hervey
Erick J. Viera

Economics
Vibha Agarwal
Ethan Hamilton
Taofen Xiao

English, Literature
Harley Joyce Campbell
Kristen Y. Collins
Janie L. Gill
Madeline Ilana Gottlieb
Martha Lynn Heiser
Jeanine Elizabeth Rodino
Maria Anastasia Theodosiou

English, Rhetoric  
& Composition
Taylor B. Johnson
Emelia R. Smith

French
Lucie Folio
Hayley Jayson
Susan Elliott Pollard

Geography
Jared Austin

History
Douglas Richard Benner
Ricki Gonzalez
Lester B. Hunt
Eric Louis Noah
Rozzmery Palenzuela Vicente
Michael L. Wedebrock

Latin American, 
Caribbean and  
Latino Studies
Jennie Raye Robinson
Sergio Rojo

Liberal Arts,  
American Studies
Adam W. Davidson
Jennifer Dolan

Liberal Arts, Film Studies
Kevin T. McKenna
Matthew W. Morales
Zhanwen Peng
Morgan R. Wallace

Liberal Arts, Humanities
Sarah E. Conner
Morgan J. Macey
Kelley M. Obrien
Nicholas J. Orlando
Valerie Theresa Simuro

Library and  
Information Science
Sarah Allison
Alexandra V. Bellido de Luna
Afra B. Burton
Melissa Ann Carroll
Kelly A. D’Ambrosio
Audrey Marion DeLuca
Andrea Du Chaussee
Christine Anne Dunleavy
Katherine E. Fleck
Karen M. Garcia
Tera Marie Henry
Allison Marie Hornbeck
Ellen Howett
Ashley N. Ickes
Christopher D. Johnston
Benjamin David Kon
Max D. LaMura
Bari A. Lotts
Maia G. McCabe
Susan M. Morris
Vanessa C. Mule
Silvia Oseira
Rebecca Parker
Ambar Payne
Katherine Pritchard
Jaylyn M. Pruitt
Sarah M. Qronfleh
Brielle E. Sharrett
Elizabeth Siniscalchi
Breanna L. Stackpole
Angela E. Switzer
Alexandria Grace Wells

Linguistics: English as  
a Second Language
Oksana Bomba
Jessica Marie Evans
Diana Andrea Garcia- 
  Guerrero

Dawn Harding
Kayli Ann Keyes
Yingchia Shen
Marimar Velaz Rivero
Hefziba Alonso Wolfram

Mass Communications
Tursynay Alikhanova
Shengfei Li
Murewa O. Olubela
Yi Tang
Mengni Wang
Qinqin Wang

Mass Communications, 
Media Studies
Shou-Chen Hsieh
William Anthony Korte, Jr.
Xiao Qiu
Anastasiia Utiuzh
Jiahui Zhuang

Mass Communications, 
Strategic Communication 
Management
Yifei Ren

Mathematics
Scott Sanderson Grizzard

Mathematics, Pure 
and Applied
Mehrez H. Hannachi
David L. Kotschessa 
Almodovar
Jackie Pham
Dayvon L. Walker

Philosophy
Garrett William Potts
Ryan P. Quandt

Political Science
Salem Saeed Omar Bahfi
Garrett V. Luzadder
Ameer Hamdan Mansour
Maria Del Carmen 
Rodriguez
Chelsea M. Vogel

Psychology, Clinical 
Psychology
Bryan Benitez

Psychology, Cognition, 
Neuroscience and Social 
Psychology
Colleen T. O’Leary

Psychology, Industrial-
Organizational 
Psychology
David J. Howard
Kim S. Johnson

Religious Studies
Justin Tyler Odle
Madelyn Nicole Perez-
Ramachandran

Sociology
Ana L. Balius
Olivia Megean Fleming
Jonathan David Ware

Spanish
Leticia Ferrazzini
Jennie Raye Robinson
Sergio Rojo

Statistics
Sameer Anand
Shi Chen
Ruizhe Hou
Jinyong Pang
Minh Hoang Pham
Katharine Tondreau 
Williams
Jiawei Yang

Women’s and  
Gender Studies
Jamie M. Lane
Neylis Sanchez
Abby Christine Schneller
Megan Wiedeman

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Creative Writing
Allyson Irene Hoffman
Kevin Ip
Danielle M. Penuliar
Alysia Li Ying Sawchyn

Creative Writing, Fiction
Alexander M. Cendrowski
Georgia R. Jackson

Creative Writing, Poetry
Gregory L. Van Winkle

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Public Administration
Choung Mi Lim Akehurst
Jordan Anthony Biegler
John Dauphinais
Erica L. Nelson
Evelin Lucia Ocampo
Caroline Polanco
Lourdes Rodriguez
Johnathan Paul Sims
Janae E. Thomas
Robert E. Toadvine
Edgardo Valentin

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Biology, Cell Biology and 
Molecular Biology
Brandi Jo Cook
Arian Farid

Biology, Ecology and 
Evolution
Sara Garcia
Sandra E. Voors
Lauren N. Williams

Chemistry
Mussie Gide

Environmental  
Science and Policy
Emily Cerrito
Jackson S. McGraw

Geology
Amaresh Chukkapalli
Stephanie M. Drumm
Daniel B. Graybeal
Raymond Michael Johnston
Jamar G. Regis
Steven Refugio Rizo
Tianyu Rong
Yujia Wang
Ruoshu Zhao

Intelligence Studies, 
Cyber Intelligence
Samer Mohd
Nicholas Stott

Intelligence Studies, 
Strategic Intelligence
Sammy Alyooi
Maria T. Ansell
Lauren K. Kearsley

Microbiology
Feryal S. Alessa
Tsung-Che Ho

Physics
Hengzhou Liu
Devin E. Pappas
Jenae E. Shoup

Physics, Applied Physics
Nawal Kishore Khadka

MASTER OF URBAN 
AND REGIONAL 
PLANNING

Urban and Regional 
Planning
Eric Randolph Adams
Hatairat Chancherdphol
Yuzhou Chen

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER’S DEGREE
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Jessica L. Farnsworth
Aysel Guveloglu
Rebecca A. Hatz
Julita Kurdziuk
Brooks Conrad Lackmann
Ryan Latta
Van-Jennifer Ngoc Luu
Joshua D. Mastrangelo
Kara Lee O’Connor
Dhanisha Patel
Diego J. Rodriguez
Junhao Shi
Yonatan Tamir
Everett Lloyd Thomas
Quintin A. Tingwall

Accountancy, Tax
Rachel H. Carroll
Teresa M. Cooney
Solayma B. Gonzalez Sacre
Mark John Kraakman
Lisa Brianna Merritt
Mark Zakota

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Business Administration
Ammar Ali
Carmelo A. Alvarez
Jorge Alves Do Nascimento  
  Junior
Yesha H. Amin
Chanitha Arunrat
Lauren A. Balaban
Todd S. Benschneider
Lian P. Blackwelder
Michael A. Brinkman
Tristan R. Casanas
Tricia Chand
Min Chen
Jillian V. DeSouza
Victor T. Deischl
Austin B. Deno
Scott V. DeThomas
Clifton Lloyd Garrison III
Robert E. Gaylord
Carlton E. Hadden II
Kevin E. Halverson
Austin Hogue
Kristin Hood
Nadezhda Kaminskaya
Sabaresh V. Krishnan
Kurt N. Levin
Dale Richard Maloy, Jr.
Emilio Martinez
Teodora Melo
Joshua Michalko
Daniel A. Morales
Saetthakij Naothaworn
Kristofir Napier
Murewa O. Olubela
Ignacio Perez-Armesto
André Anthony Rivera
Matthew P. Rodgers
Kevin A. Rodriguez
Carley R. Sembower
Natakorn Semsuntad
Napathip Sriariyawat
Juan C. Tobon Ochoa
Kyohei Ueda
Janvi Aswin Vora
Kareika A. Wharton

Business Administration, 
Sport and Entertainment 
Management
Jose Pablo Alvarado
Elisabeth Grace Ames
Damian James Arbuckle
James A. Chaudry
Megan Renee Copeland
Jamie L. Holley

Brianna L. Dufour
Jennifer Marie Durham
Donna J. Feldman
Dolly Marie Ferraiuolo
Ariel N. Fisher
Dora Graciela Fitzpatrick
Samantha Rae Franks
Deranisha L. Gainous
Karlie S. Gallagher
Ciarra Gibson
Joshua Zaris Goldman
Nelicia A. Griffith
Suzanna Rose Gunter
Besima Halilovic
Candis-Monique Kathleen  
  Hardin
Shana Josephine Harper
Jazmin A. Haskins
Jessica Lyn Heard
Brooke Elizabeth Hencke
Kelly Christina Henry
Talor O. Hightower
Jessica Marie Hinchman
Jamie L. Hoagland
Lesli F. Huerta
Ashley A. Yeingst
Grace K. Jaenke
Stephanie M. Jones
Annika B. Kretschmer
Lindsay Louise Lauderdale
Miranda Lightle
Amanda Kristine Little
Megan Rose Malinka
Jennifer Mangra
Brittany I. Maze
Erin N. McNally
Marylyam Melgar
Stephen Mida
Jared N. Mitchell
Martinique M. Moron
Kristen L. Morrison
Emily B. Muecke
Islande Ovincy
Edwin Pena
Latreece Christine Perry-Jones
Jasmeen F. Polimeni
Shellece Elvie Pratt
Melissa Price
Amaya Alexandra Ramos
Nicole Rodriguez
Savannah M. Rogers
Tracy Rose
Andrea B. Rosero
Daniel Kagaba Schadrac
Madison May Siegfried
Caroline Kaye Soliday
Marissa Stevens
Kayla Stiftinger
Hali Talkington
Kiara P. Turner
Barbara Ann Whitehead
Grace Megan Ramsey Wilson
Marissa Alexis Witter

MUMA COLLEGE 
OF BUSINESS
Moez Limayem, Dean

MASTER OF 
ACCOUNTANCY

Accountancy
Ecaterina Adriana Dumitru
Luisa F. Salas
Jonathan Michael Sterling

Accountancy, Audit/
Systems
Laina Alleyne
Tina L. Brown
Bethany E. Dawson
Shao Fang

Megan Leigh Purcell
Christie K. Rios
Christine B. Templeman
Courtney M. Tinder
Charnell M. Widnall

Rehabilitation and 
Mental Health Counseling, 
Marriage and Family 
Therapy
Jessica A. Breslin
Kate A. Daigle
Daniel Dean
Tiffany E. Haynes
Taylor M. Karas
Nicholas A. Kolos
Megan Rebeka Roberts
Savannah M. Sterns

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Applied Behavior Analysis
LeAnn Sarah Avila
Yudelkis Fuste
Jesenia Giambrone
Beth Nicole Giguere
Lori B. Greenberg
Carolina Elena Luque
Daniella Orozco
Elizabeth Ortega
Haley Marie Paulish
Rachel Marie Sofarelli

Child and Adolescent 
Behavioral Health, 
Developmental
Disabilities
Caroline Clark
Christine Hugh
Caitlyn Mankin

Child and Adolescent 
Behavioral Health, 
Translational Research  
& Evaluation
Lauren Elizabeth Julian

Child and Adolescent 
Behavioral Health,  
Youth & Behavioral 
Health
Alyssa M. Sanchez

MASTER OF 
SOCIAL WORK

Social Work
Omar Gaston Ali
Marina Catherine Angelone
Brenna Jean Armbrust
Olivia Arratia-Bedolla
Tianna Marie Audet
Katrina Ausley
Johnothan Lee Babb
Linda Baldwin
Joanne Ballard
Marni E. Barish
Channelle Bastardo
Elizabeth Bateh
Anne Bjoerke
Brittany Faye Burr
Nichole Latrice Candelaria
Samantha Carosella
Samantha P. Clark
Carmela Maramba Cosca
Alberlina Mari Cruz
Rosamaria Davi
Laurel Anne Dellea
Dominique D. Dement
Leah Marie Dilimone
Madison Doyle
Kailyn Mary Dreger

Kevie Defranc
Soomin Kim
Jennifer Gallegos Sheppard
Sheila A. Tirey

COLLEGE OF 
BEHAVIORAL AND 
COMMUNITY 
SCIENCES
Julianne M. Serovich, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Applied Behavior Analysis
Cassandra L. Bochnak
Andrew Lee Coet
Jessica A. Cowan
Rachel Giovanna Davis
Angelie R. Garcia
Ashlee Marie Henrichs
Tora A. Jenkins
Vanessa M. Larson
Lisa Lee
Jaclyn R. Levine
Monique Renee Ramone 
Litchmore
Kristine M. Minteer
Kelsey Olivia Bell Myers
Brooklyn Shields
Alexander Jacobo Vallejo
Elena Vitug
Alexandra M. Whittaker
Austin M. Yllander

Criminal Justice 
Administration
Bonnie M. Bush
Felisha Clarke
Michael Joseph Ferguson
Ginger Raquel Grant
Emily Grace Guida
Roderick Deon Johnson
Danielle Britteny Judah
Monica Martinez
Wakesha S. Phidd
Jeffrey J. Quirk
Olivia Jade Ryall
Bradford Seltman
Edith Serrato
Joshua D. Spear
Stephanie M. Thackeray
Pia E. Vasconi
Amanda B. Woodke

Criminology
Amanda G. Armstrong
Jordan B. Boness
Danielle Chen-Loy Chin
Alexander Johnson
Nathaniel L. Lawshe
Lindy Pearl Solow

Gerontology
Carlie Kay Kearney
  
Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Helen A. Apostolatos
Brendon A. Bass
Morgan Bettye Jane Booker
Kadeem Campbell
Bridgette I. Canal
Kaleigh Christina Cornett
Savanna A. Deluca
Nicole A. DiMonda
Zachary Hoge
Ashley N. MacMunn
Erin Jane Mankin
Beth Michalak
Raquel E. Pimentel

Julius C. Johnson
Zachary Marc Korman
Hao Xin Li
Alex Lowden
Jakub Mikulik
Ryan Robert Milroy
Benjamin Morgan
Terrance Patrick O’Grady
Katherine Ridyard
Samuel B. Ross
Amy Rubin
Jordan T. Rutner
Alexandra Michelle Smith
Shea M. Sterner
Matthew Steven Swan
Marshall Williams

Business Administration, 
Supply Chain Management
Kenns C. Delice
Szu-Wei Huang
Chawit Jindatummanusarn
Fong Yi Wang Wu

EXECUTIVE MBA

Kevin Andrew Arber
Adam A. Bilbao
Michael Brutsman
Tamara D. Calleia
Ibrahim Cisse
Christopher J. Crace
Dannie R. Cross
Norbert Rogan Donelly
Jennifer Z. Driscoll
Jenna L. Engel
Nicole Flores
Sharon Garcia
Sarah M. Hawes
Brendan Michael Hess
Robyn L. Hinchey
Nikeisha Deborah Joseph
Thomas Carl Nankervis
Krofton D. Owen
Ernesto C. Perez, DNP
Edwin R. Segura
Scott Eric Seigel
Satish Sivasankaran
Douglas Stacy
Russell E. Stone
Bryan Thomas
Tamara L. Tigue

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Business Analytics & 
Information Systems
Raju Mohan Reddy  
  Bakaram
Sreekanth Cherapati
Natasha S. Gandhi
Jonathan Grandon Gill
Ashish Hanskumar Powani
Szu-Wei Huang
Arjun Kadian
Mounika Kancharla
Gurpreet Kaur
Niroop Kelakoppa Sadananda
Sai Srikanth Kotamraju
Vageesha Harikrishna Maiya
Ravi Shankar Maruvada
Manoj Kumar Mishra
  Siddharth
Simala Neeli
Harshita Patil
Sathish Prabakaran
Maruthainar Pranavan
Bharathwaj Sundaresan
Bhargav M. Thanki
Vamshi Krishna Tummala
Fong Yi Wang Wu
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Amanda S. McGrath
Kimberle R. Noorbakhsh
Keven F. Norton
Stephanie Palmer
Shavonda Phillips
Kayla E. Rodak
Sara A. Schwanzl
Cassandra Smallen
Amanda N. Steel
Heather Joi Wall
Andrew G. Wayman

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Exercise Science,  
Health and Wellness
Brittany Dutkiewicz
Christina M. Esposito
Lindsey Klein
Julia Corinne Lutz
Donna R. Rauschuber
Taylor A. Shimshock

Exercise Science, Strength 
and Conditioning
Danielle Aguilar
Stephen R. Beaugrand
Leah M. Becker
Shiva Michael Best
Christopher Ellis
Carlton Fox
Molly C. Gower
Kevin Kenneth Hartke
Jordan N. Marlor
Max S. Schoen
Vickie Wong

COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING
Robert H. Bishop, Dean

MASTER OF CHEMICAL 
ENGINEERING

Chemical Engineering
Antonio Rafael Birk

MASTER OF CIVIL 
ENGINEERING

Civil Engineering
Sebastian Honigfort
Georges M. Nicolas

Civil Engineering, 
Structures
Adeoluwa O. Bello
Derek Ryan Christian
Jaydeep Santaji Ghorpade
Poe Poe Min Hlaing
Akshay Mahadeo Huljute

Civil Engineering, 
Structures, Transportation
Firas S. Naser

Civil Engineering, 
Transportation
Dharmin Hiteshbhai 
Kukadia

MASTER OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING

Environmental 
Engineering
Joshua Donegan
Yash Makhija
Madhu Preetha Murali

Amber Lynne Myer
Carrington Dwayne Price, Jr.
Lauren Elizabeth Roberts
Christina J. Sanchez
Vanity Shields
Akyanna Khadijah Smith
Amanda M. Torrellas

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Early 
Childhood Education
Catherine E. Falkner

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Instructional 
Technology
Rabea M. Alfahad
Ashley Porter
Hilary W. Sedgeman

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Measurement 
and Evaluation
Anna V. Gonzalez

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Secondary 
Education: English
Jessica R. O’Brien
Michael J. Stowe

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Secondary 
Education: Foreign 
Language
Samar Sultan

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Secondary 
Education: Instructional 
Technology
Donna E. Bell
Jon Berryman
Shannon C. Holden
Annamae Celina Trypus

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Secondary 
Education: Mathematics
Matthew O’Brien

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Secondary 
Education: TESOL
Asma S. Aladhadhi
Hannan A. Danon
Yu-Hsuan Liao
Melissa A. Sams
Chunxiao Song
Michael D. Stevens
Yi-Wen Su
Tzu-Yu Tsai

Educational Leadership
Michaela M. Alcott
RaShée Janeen Bennett 
Lavelle
Rebecca Black
Natalie Blake
Genna Custard
Vivian M. Delgado
Karen Rohm Elenbaum
Jena B. Ferry
Amanda Osofsky 
Fleischbein
Jerry Franchino
Jennifer L. Glasgow
Mark J. Ingram
Julie Lynn Kemble
Jimmy Lynch
Timothy Martin
Lynia R. Mattachione

Physical Education
Patrick G. Clark
Jonathan Fitzjarrell
Amie Hoch
Anthony J. Labonte
Jennifer E. Pinette
Harold B. Russell, Jr.
Augustin A. Sanchez
James Maxwell Toy IV

Reading Education
Jamie L. Marcus
Leocadia Ruel

Special Education: Gifted
Gavin K. Baker
Jessica E. Ford
Saima Sabir Masood

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING

Elementary Education
John-Clayton Kropac

English Education
Amanda Danielle Marrero

Exceptional Student 
Education
Megan Elizabeth Corry
Krizia M. De Delva
Kimberly C. Nelms
Evaleigh C. Reele
Brooke Elizabeth Soles
Felicia R. Willis

Mathematics Education 
(6-12)
Azza Bouthour

Middle Grades 
Mathematics
Carla Pomponio Stahley

Science Education, Biology
Timothy R. Campbell
Steven A. Harper

Science Education, 
Chemistry
Angelina Maria Bardell

Science Education, Physics
Matthew Solomon

Social Science Education
Tamara Bendely
Ryan J. Tarbett

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Curriculum and 
Instruction, College 
Student Affairs
Donae A. Adjei-Grundy
Shari Chryss Alfred
Jessica Caridad Armenteros
Jessica Elena Barquero
Jayson W. Blunt
Alicia Rene Caruso
Madison Dazey
Martha Depumarejo
Megan M. Deremiah
Rebecca H. Eisenstein
Marisella M. Gonzalez
Allison Jones
Geoffrey A. Koester
Lauren Marie Levanti
Sonja A. Massa
Nadir M. McCoy
Jonathan McIntosh

Julius C. Johnson
Zachary Marc Korman
Hao Xin Li
Alex Lowden
Jakub Mikulik
Ryan Robert Milroy
Benjamin Morgan
Terrance Patrick O’Grady
Katherine Ridyard
Samuel B. Ross
Amy Rubin
Jordan T. Rutner
Alexandra Michelle Smith
Shea M. Sterner
Matthew Steven Swan
Marshall Williams

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN MARKETING

Marketing
Alisa Blagodarnaia
Tianyu Cao
Tiantian Chen
Chia-Hao Chuang
Michelle Dufresne
Yakun Fan
Kristin Kennedy
Laura Kneski
Xuan Hong Ha Nguyen
Thanaphon Supavivat
Dheeroot Temsupanund
Mariya Topchy
Ziyue Wu
Ou Xie
Yiye Yu
Xiangyu Zhong

COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION
Roger Brindley,  
Interim Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Adult Education
Yanan Sun
Kuwen Zhang

Autism Spectrum 
Disorders & Severe 
Intellectual
Disabilities
Lourdes M. Quinones

Counselor Education
Kaley R. Balfour
Leslie T. Morrow

Counselor Education, 
School Counseling
Kyle Riter Fischer
Jacquelyn Elizabeth 
Piercefield
Ashley E. Tarschis
Jennica Elise Thomas

Elementary Education
Juanita Milleé-Nichelle  
  McCoy
Olwyn Watson

Exceptional Student 
Education
Stacy Renee Homan
Holly L. Lampo
Kaitlyn F. Leeman
Jacqueline B. Peek

Entrepreneurship in 
Applied Technologies
Shi Chen
Yin-Ting Chen
Chin-Han Chiang
Yogesh Dama
Adriana Florez
Ye Huang
Michael I. Love
Ekaterina Osipova
Munif P. Pambudi
Joshua Ray
Qinze Shen
Cheng-Hsing Shih
Chuan-Yu Tai
Mengge Zhang

Finance
Blake Bingel
Scott Casimiri
Haixiang Chen
Nisit Chobdamrongtham
Erik Fernando Davila Garzon
Dmitriy Drozdov
Minjie Du
Cong Guo
Quyen T. Hoang
Guangwei Huang
Tingzhuo Huang
Alexander Christian 
Johansson
Huanlin Lee
Jinglin Miao
Joshua A. Noyes
Haili Shao
Constance Schlatter Starkovs
James A. Steger
Tian Sun
Phuc H. Tran
Tung T. Tran
Anli Wang
Bohan Wang
Haotian Wang
Xueou Wang
Yibin Wang
Nicholas C. Williams
Rongjin Yang
Chi Zhang
Yongxi Zhuo

Management
Sarah Halwani

Management Information 
Systems
John J. Bomba III
Rajiv Girdhari Gajria
Nikhil Ram Ganapathy Ram
Mohammed Ameen Soukat  
  Ali
Roohid Ahmed Syed

Management, Project 
Management
Akshay Agarwal
Chi Chun Lai
Ugochukwu Beze 
Ozoemena
Hutchavich Putiprawan
Huiyu Sun
Xuehao Tan
Yutian Tang
Binrui Yang
Xuelin Zhao

Sport and Entertainment 
Management
Jose Pablo Alvarado
Elisabeth Grace Ames
Damian James Arbuckle
James A. Chaudry
Megan Renee Copeland
Jamie L. Holley
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James T. Reid
Karuna Singh
Ashini A. Vashi

MASTER OF 
MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING

Mechanical Engineering
Saleh Mohammed Alhumaid
Ali Moeed A. Alshamrani
Muhammad Waqas Asif
Narasimha Amruth Raj 
Avadhuta Lakshmi
Harshil Shirishkumar Bhatt
Jonathan F. Bockhorst
Aubrey James Campbell
Nikhil Chandrakala Ravi
Andrew Chase
Aniket Chavan
Hongjian Chen
Suraj Coimbatore 
Sivagurunathan
Maclyn Malcom D’Cunha
Mayur Bhupatbhai Desai
Akshay Deshpande
Xiaowei Hou
Dinesh Nitin Kharat
Kristofer Kyle Krajec
Venkata Karthik Reddy  
  Kunnam
George Lee
Sagar Limbasiya
Pengfei Liu
Yash P. Mankeekar
Chao Meng
Bharath Kumar Menon
Haris Nadeem
Jwalith Sai Narsimha Raju 
Nidadavolu
Shashidhar Reddy Padamati
Nipun Kiran Patel
Tushad Burzis Patel
Vyanjan Bhalchandra Patel
James Randall Pierce III
Akshaykumar Kanubhai Rana
Ashith Reji
Puthanpurakkal Salil Subir
Mohtashim Mehmood Sayyed
Viraj Pragnesh Shah
Harshvardhan Sharma
Manish Jayanand Shetty
Sadiq Suheb Syed
Wan-Chun Tseng
Bulentcan Turkyilmaz
Seye O. Wisdom
Zhixin Yuan
Chengmou Zhao
Zhengqiang Zhao

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN BIOMEDICAL 
ENGINEERING
   
Biomedical Engineering
Sharad Ambardar
Ming Hu
Ming Li
Zihan Li
Michael Roger Miller
Brittany Elizabeth Mott
Aditi Pillai
Isha S. Tawade
Aaron Thompson

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN CHEMICAL 
ENGINEERING

Chemical Engineering
Yan Chen
Daniel A. Di Pollina
Chanakarn Mesnukul

Endrina Raquel Salas Medina
David Weber

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
CIVIL ENGINEERING

Civil Engineering
Darshan Rajendrakumar  
  Patel
Priyesh Kumar Shukla
Imad Uddin

Civil Engineering, 
Structures
Asim I. Alogaili
Mastour Abdulkarim N. 
Alsulami
Ying-Chih Chen
Shantanu Chandrashekhar  
  Dandane
Darshan Hassan Devaraja
Karan Gowda Keelara 
Ramachandra

Civil Engineering, 
Transportation
Kurt R. Lehmann
Divyakant Tahlyan

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING

Computer Engineering
Rohith Prasad Challa
Bhavana Doppalapudi
Rajeshwar Gande
Shimpy NLN
Thirumala Reddy Potlapati
Vishnu Nandan Thallam

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Computer Science
Jeetendra Ahuja
Maha Alharbi
Raghunath Bahunuthula
Rahul Ravindra Barikeri
Aunindo Dey
Chandra Krishna Mounika  
  Dudipala
Nayana Garaga 
Krishnamurthy
Aayush Gupta
Richard Habeeb
Karan Kanchetty
Balausha Varshini Kandikonda
Krishna Sagar Kanigalpula
Abhishek Anand Kottur
Vinaya Malleypally
Ashutosh D. Modi
Hema Priyanka Munnangi
Yeswanth Mutya
Neelima Parakala
Naga Poojitha Penikalapati
Srinivas Kalyan Potru
Anju Ravindranath
Rubein Shaikh
Ruby Shrestha
Abhijit Chowdary Talla
Yeswanth Thiyari Rajagopal
Sulochana Vanamamalai
Gabriele Vico

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING

Electrical Engineering
Vaishakhi Daxesh Acharya
Pooja Akhoury

Abd-Alqader M. Al-Khatib
Harry Patrick Anthony
Akhil Arra
Lakshmi Sravani Babbepalli
Rohith Banna
Subhash Bhupathiraju
Vaibhav Chandrakanth Bilagi
Ujjvala Bitra
Nikhilesh Boppana
Grace Floraye Bouala Mpolo
Mark D. Brock
Bharath Rao Burannagari
Deepthi Chandrashekar
Ravi Teja Chintamaneni
Divya Shruthi Devadasan
Junyi Fang
Monisha Moovera Ganesh
Deeksha Ganeshkar  
  Manojkumar
Yu Guan
Sai Shivani Gunda
Meng Guo
Matthew Stephen Hopper
Nikita John
Nikita Ravindra Joshi
Ahmed Waheed Khan
Arbab Mashal Khan
Bhaumik Parag Kharkar
Muhammed Furkan Kucuk
Songxuan Li
Yuxiang Li
Meng-Yi Liu
Hrishikesh Rajan Lohagaonkar
Pratik Pandurang Madalli
Hossain Mohammad Mahbub
Sri Charan Malapati
Anusha Manavarthe Nagaraj
Mahaveer Medarametla
Ramya Miryala
Jaswanth Mogalipuvvu
Bhargav Varma Muddaluru
Hafiz Muhammad Mubeen  
  Tahir
Vineetha Sogathur 
Narasimhan
Truong Nguyen
Sai Santosh Nooney
Akshay S. Patil
Antony Sam Frances Peter  
  James
Sumanth Pogaku
Sravya Prabhala
Priyanka Pullannagaari
Amogh Sunilkumar Ragte
Brinda Rajendra Kumar
  Mounisha 
Ramakrishnamurthy
Vijay Narayan Reddy 
Pathanelavanki Srinivasa
Kaushal Milind Rede
Padmaja Sakuru
Wenxiang Shen
Bhavin Ashok Sheth
Ahmed Shuja
Aman Deep Singh
Varun Subbaram
Abhijith Sudhakar
Venkata Damodharan  
  Sudireddy
Sandeep Reddy Surakanti
Yuhan Tian
Rodney Neal Trammell
Naga Naveen Vaddi
Varsha Vajja
Anirudh Venkatesan
Daniel B. Vieira
Lufei Wang
Zongxuan Wang
Liwei Xu
Feng Yu
Peifeng Zhang
Ziye Zhang

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN ENGINEERING 
MANAGEMENT

Engineering Management
Ibrahim H. Akyol
Khalid S. Alghannam
Apuroop Reddy Bannur
Michael A. Hung
John B. Kennedy III
Venkata Satya Sai Krishna 
Chowdary Kolli
Qinfang Liu
Raed Rashad Margushi
Ibrahim T. Nassar
Spandana Paduvalalu 
Maheshappa
Vishrant R. Panchal
Adarsh Thyagaraja Reddy
Royceton Valladares
Edib Zivalj

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
ENGINEERING SCIENCE

Environmental 
Engineering
Michal T. Usowicz

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING

Environmental 
Engineering
Amulya Miriyala
Yan Zhang

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN INDUSTRIAL 
ENGINEERING

Industrial Engineering
Toluwanimi Oyindamola  
  Adenuga
Mohammed Abdullah S. 
Albaqami
Deva Divena Badugu
Maruthi Ram Bandaru
Arundathi Bobbili
Aditya Bochare
Suiyao Chen
Harshil Rajeshkumar Desai
Sriram Kaushal Devulapalli
Arth Pareshkumar Ghetia
Tao Huang
Naveen Karapakula 
Venkateswara
Sai Venkata Sandeep 
Karella
Akshay Rajkumar Metha
Rasheen Javid Basha 
Mohammed
Sayeed Akhter Mohammed
Hamza Akbar Naqi
Arun Kumar 
Nedunchezhian
Sainath Reddy Pailla
Mohammed Parvez
Sreevardhan B. Patil
Madhur Patni
Dilip Rajanna
Amrith Ravindra
Umair Younas Swati
Prathik Upadhyaya
Sundaresan Venkatesan
Yichang Zhang

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

Information Technology
Aditya Sharma
Shen-Yu Sun
Himank Vats
Michael R. Waites, Jr.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
MATERIALS SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING

Materials Science and 
Engineering
Tao Liu
Roger B. Tipton
Yi-Chen Wu
Zhewen Yin
Pu Zhao

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING

Mechanical Engineering
Kaitlin H. Lostroscio
William J. Niemeier
Christian G. Rossi
Dawei She

PATEL COLLEGE 
OF GLOBAL 
SUSTAINABILITY
Govindan Parayil, Dean

MASTER OF ARTS

Global Sustainability, 
Building Sustainable 
Enterprise
Karen Acosta
Hardik A. Desai
Syed Saif Naushad
John Michael Ocasio
Varun Anilkumar Patel
Arthur Ramos Polacow
Anirudh Sukumar
Chia-Hsun Tu
Heqing Wang

Global Sustainability, 
Coastal Sustainability
Diego F. Guerra

Global Sustainability, 
Entrepreneurship
Morgan Eastman
Angela Farhan El-Fayez
Jianan Liu
Chia Kang Lu
Chanisara Angie 
Phewklieng
Joshua Ray
Yating Song
Khlood Waleed Tarabzouni
Bin Wang

Global Sustainability, 
Food Sustainability & 
Security
Marian E. Davidove
Margaret Rodriguez 
Vazquez

Global Sustainability, Food 
Sustainability & Security, 
Sustainable Tourism
Li Zhu
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Global Sustainability, 
Sustainable Energy
Jennifer N. Baugher
Larry Joseph Eichel
Angela R. Finney
Jingwen Ma
Leah Mejias
Rinika Pulupudi
Víctor Darío Rodríguez
Aravind Satheesh
Alonzo Wilson
Xiang Yao

Global Sustainability, 
Sustainable Tourism
Yue Huang
Dongyi Zhao

Global Sustainability, 
Water
Shelby Damrill
Ashley Dochinez
Mason I. Henson
Courtney Magner
Yiwen Qin

GRADUATE 
STUDIES
Dwayne Smith, Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Cybersecurity, Cyber 
Intelligence
Diego Alejandro Cancel
Michael Joseph DiPolito
Charles Ryan Ferrell
Marcel Gouvea
Robert Higham
Soufiane Jihadi
Craig M. Johnston
Craig Frederick Lashley
Dain Anthony McGlashion
Derek Miller

Names published in this Commencement program are a list of candidates who have applied to graduate by the deadline noted in the academic calendar for this term. 
Names do not appear if the application was not submitted by that deadline or for those who applied to graduate in an earlier term or who plan to apply in a later 

term. Names are also not printed for those who elected total privacy on their university record. The list of candidates in this program is not a certified list of graduates.

Wesley Morales
Victor Jose Muñoz
Vincent J. Papa
Daniel Salazar
Samuel E. Shiflett
Wayne Watson
Matthew K. Wood

Cybersecurity, Digital 
Forensics
Franklin J. Gonzalez
Bryce Harrison Jones
Joseph Christopher Mandel
Christopher Mascaro
Jamia S. Stallworth

Cybersecurity, 
Information Assurance

Wendy Camacho
Carlo Council
Radelina I. Dimova
Dorothy N. Harrison
Andrew M. Hill
Levele Joseph
Natalia N. Lesnik
Michelle D. McLaughlin
Zuri Tarae McQueen
Maxwell N. Nyamolo
Cosmos Onyeyiri
Robert A. Plunkett
Steven M. Serisky
Kahlya A. Sims

COLLEGE OF 
MARINE SCIENCE
Jacqueline E. Dixon, Dean

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Marine Science
John Willis Gray
Caitlin E. Reynolds

COLLEGE OF  
THE ARTS
James S. Moy, Dean

MASTER OF 
ARCHITECTURE

Architecture
Devaughn F. Accoo
Kendle M. Anz
Joshua D. Barnes
Danielle Barozinsky
Zhaoting Bing
Robert T. Cuthbert
Rachael Dippel
Stephanie Ezell
Maria Alejandra Gomez  
  Gomez
Jose Ariel Guanoluisa Lucas
Sebastian Gutierrez
Marie W. Hart
Zhuang Jiao
Androniki Karambasis
Lucas B. Keene
Daniel J. Kinjo
Scott D. Lang
Jailyn F. Langston
Christopher Adam Leis
Alexander A. Martinez, Jr.
Alicia A. Martinez
Cole Mears
Carlos G. Medina-Rivera
Arelis Medrano
Nathan Christopher 
Mickelson
Kimberly Natasha Nogueira
Kathryn Rose Palmer
Johnny Ramos
Cesar Reyes
Kyle Santilli
Yaroslav Shtyrkalo
Luis Tilano Fernandez
Cody William Weiss
Natalia Yanes

MASTER OF ARTS

Art History
Mariana Gómez Fosado
Erin Elizabeth Hughes
Ashley Muraszewski

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Art
Samir Bernárdez Cabrera
Nestor Caparros Martin
Gloria Ceren Castro
William W. Douglas
Benjamin L. Galaday
Zakriya R. Rabani
Kimberly Turner-Smith

MASTER OF MUSIC

Music
Nicholas A. Bruno
Matthew Horanzy
Allysha Kendall Lazar
Emily J. López
Steven J. Vought

Music, Chamber Music, 
Performance
Albina Khaliapova

Music, Composition
Mark F. Gurrola
Garrett Blake Harrison-Lane
Zachary S. Konick
Hoang Pho

Music, Instrumental 
Conducting
Mitchell C. Reed

Music, Jazz Performance
David J. Gambino
James L. Suggs
Tyler S. Wertman

Music, Performance
George W. Alexander
Joseph R. Fischer
Justin B. Justice
Jinyoung Kim
Seyoung Park
Noah N. Redstone
Christy Ellen Sallee
Eduard Teregulov
Lirui Xiong
He Zhao

Music, Performance, 
Chamber Music
Emily Graves

Music, Piano Pedagogy
Megasari Elisabet 
Honggokusuma
Ying Long

MASTER OF URBAN 
AND COMMUNITY 
DESIGN

Urban & Community 
Design
Ming Chen
Yi Liu
Yao Yu


