
March 31, 2020

For Such A Time As This

The Coronavirus has deeply
impacted your life and that of OLLI
USF. The necessity of social
distancing as well as the temporary
closing of nearly every OLLI
classroom venue means that OLLI
USF won't be able for an
indeterminate period of time, to
operate as it has for over 25 years.
Going forward we'll be exploring a
new world of education. One that
offers the benefits of interpersonal communications and mental exercise without a
drive across town and a hunt for a parking space.

What We Are Going to Do
Just like every major university in America, OLLI will be offering online classes
starting in May when we launch our summer term. To prepare our membership for this
kind of learning experience, we'll be providing:

Easy to understand online training links that are geared to seniors "just
getting started" with online classes
OLLI trainers you can talk to on the phone
Email correspondence with OLLI trainers

Yes, I Do Think This Is For Me

Most OLLI members have extra free time resulting from social distancing
and online learning offers a worthwhile and rewarding way to fill that time.
Learning a new technology is a way to broaden our minds and have
ongoing education options.
Online classes allow us to maintain social interactions in conversations
with fellow students and instructors.
Shared online classes make you accountable to the subject because of
your investment in it and your sense of responsibility to see it through.

No, I Don't Think This Is For Me
I understand. As a teacher who loves
the classroom like a teenager does a smartphone,
I commiserate with those who are reluctant to
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this change.  But before you shut the door, let me appeal to you why this for you. 

By participating in online classes,
you'll remain active in the OLLI
community. Classes are interactive,
you'll see the students, instructor and
carry on conversations. It's a way to
increase your social "nearness."
Online class are a fitting choice
because you're a lifelong learner. How do I know that? You joined OLLI.
You're motivated to keep learning and our online classes will fulfill that
need. There are other ways to learn on your own, but learning alone,
like bowling alone, has its limitations. A shared learning experience
brings broader perspectives through your teacher and fellow students.
You are a "young/old" senior who is still evolving and not averse to
learning new things. This new, and really, not that difficult, technology will
give you the tools to connect with family, friends, business, religious and
social associations. All your contacts will be both grateful and impressed
that you've left Flintstone Village and are flying with the Jetsons.

To learn more about the simplicity of learning online, please watch this eight-minute
YouTube video that will introduce you to Zoom which is a popular online platform that
many of our instructors will be using.  
To view the video, click HERE

What's Next
We value our members and will do
our best to keep you informed of
what is happening in the OLLI
community. OLLI director, Ara
Rogers will be sending you
updates as will Board Chair,
Phyllis Alpert, Both OLLI Tech
coordinator, Jeanne Dyer and I
plan on keeping our periodic
eblasts coming as well.
We also will be sending you a
survey to help us ascertain your
technical abilities, resources and
interests. 

I pray that you, your family and friends are safe, healthy and hopeful.

Joseph McAuliffe
Manager of Educational Programming, OLLI USF    
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