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Dynamic Lands and Enduring People

June 15 24, 2023

Sitting atop the boundary between 
continental plates, the island of 
Iceland is alive with dramatic 
geologic forces. Witness these 
dynamic elements at work before 
you: thundering waterfalls, steaming 
vents and bubbling springs, bursting 
geysers, sunken craters, and twisting 
rock formations. As you traverse 
this enthralling terrain and rugged 
coastline, discover how the island’s 
inhabitants have harnessed the power 
of the land to thrive, from its early 
Norse explorers to its 20th century 
fishing industry, and the geothermal 
energy of a sustainable future.

holbrook.travel/oll iusf- ic23

HigHLigHts

•	 Experience	Iceland’s	captivating	scenery	and	signature	
terrain,	from	the	famed	“Golden	Circle”	route	to	the	
otherworldly	Lake	Mývatn	region.

•	 Visit	a	working	geothermal	power	plant	to	witness	
Iceland’s	sustainable	energy	production	in	action.

•	 Explore	the	charming	coastal	towns	of	Húsavík	and	
Siglufjörður,	and	learn	about	Iceland’s	deep-rooted	
cultural	connections	to	the	sea.

•	 Observe	relics	of	daily	life	in	Iceland	across	the	ages	at	
the	turf	houses	of	Glaumbær	Museum	and	in	Reykholt,	
a	medieval	intellectual	center.

•	 Enjoy	an	innovative	farm-to-table	dining	experience	at	
an	organic	greenhouse.

—

icELanDic PoniEs

with OLLI-USF

strokkur gEysir 
by Moyan brEnn (cc by 2.0)



Day	1	|	THU	|	15	JUN | EN	ROUTE
Depart the U.S.

Day	2	|	FRI	|	16	JUN | REy K JaVIk
Upon arrival, after clearing customs and immigration, meet 
your guide and driver, who will take you to a local restaurant 
for breakfast and a program orientation. Then, head to the 
Blue Lagoon for a rejuvenating soak in its mineral-rich 
waters, complete with a drink and a mud mask at the in-water 
bar. After this refreshing excursion, finish the journey into 
Reykjavík, where you'll see the sites of the city before arriving at 
your hotel. Welcome dinner at the hotel. 

Breakfast-Dinner

Center Hotel MiDgarDur

Day	3	|	SaT	|	17	JUN | REykJaVIk
After breakfast at the hotel, depart for Þingvellir National Park 
to explore the grounds of Alþingi, the ancient parliament site 
on the shores of Iceland's largest lake. Þingvellir also showcases 
the dramatic continental drift between the American and 
Eurasian tectonic plates. Next, visit Iceland's famous Gullfoss, 
or "Golden Falls," and the nearby Geysir hot spring area to 
see numerous spouting hot springs and boiling mud pools. 
Lunch will be at Friðheimar Greenhouses for an out-of-the-
ordinary "stem to table" experience. After an introduction to 
the greenhouse, enjoy a special lunch served among the plants. 
Sample classic tomato dishes like Friðheimar's famous tomato 
soup, as well as new creations made with a twist, like green 
tomato and apple pie or refreshing, homemade tomato ice 
cream. Afterward, head outside the greenhouse to see a horse 

show and learn about the proud history of the Icelandic horse. 
Return to the hotel with time to freshen up before meeting in 
the conference room for a lecture on the story of Iceland's shift 
to renewable energy, given by a local conservation expert.

Breakfast-lunCH-Dinner

Center Hotel MiDgarDur

Day	4	|	SUN	|	18	JUN | LakE	MýVaTN
This morning, transfer to the airport for your flight to Akureyri, 
the unofficial "northern capital" of Iceland. On arrival, 
transfer to your hotel, making a stop at Goðafoss waterfall 
en route. Have lunch, then explore the natural beauty of the 
Lake Mývatn area. Visit the pseudo craters at Skútustaðir, the 
peculiar lava formations of Dimmuborgir, and the Laxá River, 
famous for its salmon populations. The Mývatn area is also 
known for its bird life, including more than a dozen species of 

itinErary
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duck, which nest in the thousands during the summer months. 
Take in views of the shimmering turquoise waters inside the 
Krafla Viti Crater, then visit the nearby Krafla Power Plant to 
learn more about how Iceland harnesses geothermal energy. 
Return to the hotel.

Breakfast-lunCH-Dinner

Hotel Mývatn or siMilar

Day	5	|	MON	|	19	JUN | LakE	MýVaTN
Today begins with a visit to Dettifoss, Iceland's most powerful 
waterfall, in the Jökulsárgljúfur National Park. Then, we'll 
make our way to the charming fishing town of Húsavík. Here 
we'll enjoy a 3-hour whale watching tour looking for Minke, 
humpback, and blue whales. Orcas and dolphins are sometimes 
seen here, and there is abundant birdlife including puffins 
and terns. You'll also have some time to explore the Húsavík 
Whale Museum. Here, visitors can learn about Iceland's whales, 
marine ecology, and the interaction of whales and humans 
through history. Before returning to the hotel, explore the 
vast highland desert plateau of Möðrudalsöræfi, the boiling 
mud pools and vibrant colors of Námaskarð Pass, and finally, 
Grjotagja Cave, which was used as a filming location for the TV 
series Game of Thrones.

Breakfast-lunCH-Dinner

Hotel Mývatn or siMilar

Day	6	|	TUE	|	20	JUN | SIGLUFJöRðUR/	
akUREyRI
Depart Lake Mývatn for Siglufjörður, a small fishing town 
on Iceland's northern coast. En route, stop at Ektafiskur to 
learn how salted cod is prepared by hand at their production 
facility, then enjoy lunch at the on-site restaurant. For those 
who dare, this is the opportunity to sample Iceland's most 
notorious delicacy: fermented shark. After check-in, visit the 
Herring Era Museum to learn about Iceland's herring boom of 
the 1950s. The meteoric rise of the herring industry meant that 
pioneer towns cropped up around its fishing and production 
- Siglufjörður included. The Herring Era Museum inhabits
former herring factory buildings, telling the story of not only
the boom, but the inevitable collapse in the 1960s. Afterwards

return to Akureyri stopping at Kaldi Brewery in Arskogarstrond 
and try out the beer of one of the most popular breweries in 
Iceland.

Breakfast-lunCH

iCelanDair Hotel akureyri or siMilar

Day	7	|	WED	|	21	JUN | HúSaFELL  

This morning begin the journey to Húsafell in Iceland's 
highland interior. En route, make a stop at Glaumbær Museum 
and Turf Houses. Dating back to the 11th century, this site 
was once the farm of Snorri Þorfinnsson, the son of Viking 
explorers and a key figure in the Christianization of Iceland. 
The turf houses at Glaumbær were built in the 1700s and 
1800s, although the construction style was typical of rural living 
for centuries previous. Continue to Reykholt, the intellectual 
center of Iceland in the Middle Ages, when it was home to the 
renowned poet and chieftain Snorri Sturluson. Walk among 
historical remnants of Sturluson's life here, and learn about his 
resounding impact on Icelandic culture. The journey continues 
with stops at Hraunfossar and Barnarfoss waterfalls before 
arriving at the hotel for check-in late this afternoon.

Breakfast-lunCH-Dinner

Hotel varMalanD or siMilar

Day	8	|	THU	|	22	JUN | HúSaFELL
Go for a guided morning hike on the trails surrounding 
the hotel, passing through elements of Iceland's signature 
landscapes, like waterfalls, glaciers, lava fields, springs, 
meadows, and woodlands. The remainder of the day is on 
your own for optional activities offered by the hotel and paid 
onsite at your own expense. Choose from horseback riding, 
geothermal baths, or an ice cave excursion, among others). 
Please make sure to book any excursion with the hotel the 
previous evening. At the end of the day, reunite with your group 
for a farewell dinner in the hotel restaurant.

Breakfast-Dinner

Hotel varMalanD or siMilar

tHE fisHing toWn of Húsavík
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Day	9	|	FRI	|	23	JUN | REykJaVIk
Make a visit to nearby Viðgelmir Lava Cave, Iceland's largest, 
before departing the Húsafell area for Reykjavik. On arrival, 
check in and have lunch at the hotel. In the afternoon, set out 
on foot for a walking tour of the city, ending at the Bryggjan 
Brugghús to enjoy beer tasting and canapés. Dinner on own this 
evening to sample the local cuisine.

Breakfast-lunCH

CenterHotel MiDgarDur or siMilar

Day	10	|	SaT	|	24	JUN | DEpaRTURE
Check out of the hotel and transfer to Keflavik airport for the 
flight back to the U.S. Check-out is at 12:00 pm.

Breakfast

Pricing DEtaiLs

tHE finE Print

for MorE inforMation, or to EnroLL:
K e v i n  va n  D i e n  |  kevin@holbrooktravel.com  |  8 7 7 - 2 9 5 - 7 9 2 7  |  holbrook.travel/olliusf-ic23

Price is based on a minimum of 10 participants in double 
occupancy. A $250 per person deposit and enrollment form is 
due to hold your space on this trip. This deposit is refundable 
until March 12, 2023 excluding a $100 cancellation fee. 
Cancellations after this date are non refundable.

Please note: Your participation as a traveler indicates acceptance 
of Holbrook Travel’s Covid-19 protocols in place at time of travel.

Holbrook Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel 
insurance for medical emergencies while traveling and to protect 
your investment. Please note the purchase of Cancel for Any 
Reason Coverage or to exclude pre-existing conditions with Trip 
Cancellation coverage may require policy purchase within 10-14 
days of your initial deposit, depending upon the provider.

Single room supplement: $1,075

Final payment due date: March 12, 2023

$6,095 per person

Price does not include:	international	airfare,	travel/
trip	cancellation	insurance,	drinks	purchased	on	
own,	or	items	of	a	personal	nature.

Price includes:

DiMMuborgir

• accommodations	and	meals	as	indicated	in
itinerary;	non-alcoholic	beverages	with	meals

• Sightseeing	and	activities	as	described,	including
entrance	fees

• Internal	flights	relevant	to	itinerary	(Reykjavík	to
akureyri)

• private	vehicle	transportation	and	full-time	driver/
guide	for	duration	of	the	program

• arrival	and	departure	transfers	based	on
individual	flight	schedules

• all	tips	and	gratuities

HÚSAFELL

SIGLUFJÖRÐUR

REYKJAVÍK

LAKE MÝVATN

LakE Mývatn by anDrEa scHaffEr




