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	Pediatric School Psychology

“Pediatric School Psychology is a subset of child-serving psychology that is focused on the promotion of children’s health and development through the coordination of efforts across systems, including family, school, health system, and communication agencies, with a particular emphasis on fostering success in school.  The essence of pediatric school psychology is to promote linkages among systems of care and interdisciplinary connections to enable children to be successful in school” (Power & Bradley-Klug, 2013, p. 2).  The Pediatric School Psychology Research Group at the University of South Florida engages in research activities to promote the physical and mental health of children, youth, and young adults who are living with a chronic health condition.  Most recently, we have been discussing the impact of COVID-19 and disparities in health care availability on children, youth, and young adults and their families.

· Current Projects
· Health Literacy and Resiliency:  Our team has been working on a long-term project to develop a rating scale to assess youth and young adults’ health literacy and resiliency.  We conducted a national validation study and completed our data analyses.  We had a journal article published based upon this research in the Journal of Communication in Healthcare: Strategies, Media and Engagement in Global Health.  We have been meeting with measurement experts to determine the “next steps” to further validate this rating scale.  As a result, we will be embarking on several studies this next year to further assess the psychometric properties of the scale and to determine the application of this scale with youth with chronic mental health conditions.  We will be collaborating with the USF Morsani College of Medicine and Rogers Behavioral Health in these research endeavors.  
· Promoting Integrated Health Care:  More than 20% of children have a health care need requiring support related to learning or daily functioning.  These special health care needs include chronic physical, developmental, behavioral and/or emotional conditions, and students with these conditions require integrated health care services to be successful in the educational setting.  Clearly, there is a need to provide integrated health care services within the educational system to support these students.  Although school psychologists and school nurses have the training necessary to provide services to these students, these professionals typically operate independently in school settings.  Our research group previously conducted a pilot survey with school nurses in Florida.  This survey was revised and one of our students used the revised survey for her thesis to conduct a national study of school nurses to assess their current collaborative relationships with school psychologists.  Our goal this year is to conduct a national study of school psychologist to assess their perceptions of this partnership.  

· Fall 2020/Spring 2021 Planned Activities
· Begin data collection on the studies described above 
· Present data and implications for practice from these projects at conferences such as the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) and Society of Pediatric Psychology 
· Continue data analyses and revision of the Health Literacy and Resiliency Scale
· Develop and submit grant proposal to support training for school psychology graduate students in integrated health care
· Develop studies to assess the short- and long-term impact of COVID-19 and health care disparities on children, youth, and young adults and their families
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