
The Samoset and West Samoset communities, situated just south of Bradenton in Manatee 
County, has historically been an important residential and commercial area, but is now described 
as a community that “gets lost in the shuffle”. The Inclusive Manatee program seeks to reduce 
barriers to participation in the economy that residents in these neighborhoods face, such as 
secondary and postsecondary degree completion, job training, and affordable housing and 
childcare. The Manatee County Redevelopment and Economic Opportunity Department (REO) 
partnered with the University of South Florida’s, Community Sustainability Partnership Program 
(CSPP), to understand the needs of these communities. The purpose of this project was to gather 
information on the history of the communities, review the demographic trends, understand the 
transportation and housing conditions, and identify best practices and funding sources for 
Inclusive Manatee and other community stakeholders. Students completed this through using 
library archival records, field work and windshield surveys, census data, and reviews of literature 
and other methodologies. The students then formulated recommendations and presented them to 
Inclusive Manatee. Among the student recommendations are: educational programs to build 
workforce skills for Hispanic residents after viewing demographic trends; policies that encourage 
homeownership, grants or dissolving loans from home improvement, and partnerships with 
certified groups to provide mortgage counseling to prepare and inform residents for improved 
homeownership; infrastructure for pedestrians and bicyclists and speed bumps or tables for 
increased pedestrian safety and overall enhancement of their mobility; and a plan to learn from 
other cities’ inclusive initiatives followed by efforts to determine which would work in Manatee.
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Map displaying block groups as a percentage below poverty level. Source: Community
Analyst. We used the ESRI Community Analyst application to create a visual representation
of the levels of poverty in the area based on the most recent data available, and found that
poverty is a concerning issue in the community, especially in West Samoset.
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