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It’s an everyday question. The reply to which, most often,  
is similarly routine: “Not much.”

Ask the question at the University of South Florida, however, 
and be prepared for a pretty long list.

It’s sure to reference USF’s designation by the National  
Science Foundation as a Top 50 research university, or its in-
clusion among the Top 10 universities worldwide for the number 
of U.S. patents earned each year, or its #5 ranking nationally 
for assisting returning veterans with their reintegration into life 
back home.

It’s bound to include the university being named a “Top Pro-
ducer” of U.S. Fulbright Scholars—both students and faculty— 
and probable mentions of Amber Schmidt and Juan Baso, Jean 
Weatherwax, and Shaza Hussein, its first-ever recipients of 
prestigious Goldwater, Marshall, and Udall Scholarships.

And while we’re on the subject, how about the 50 USF students 
and alumni named to top-tier scholarships and fellowships in 
2011–12, the largest such cohort in university history? 

Not to be overlooked: the many changes and improvements 
to campus, including the additions of the LEED-certified 
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building and Patel Center for Global 
Solutions, the dramatic expansion of the Marshall Student 
Center, and extensive renovation of the Sun Dome. Creation 
of the Advanced Visualization Center and conversion of the 
second floor of the Library into a Science, Math, and Research 
Technology (SMART) Lab further enhance the learning and 
living environment at USF.  

So, what’s new?
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Don’t forget distinguished faculty members such as Chemistry 
Professor Michael Zaworotko, hailed as one of the Top 20 
research chemists in the world; USF Health Department of 
Pediatrics Chief of Epidemiology Jeffrey Krischer, internationally 
renowned diabetes researcher; and Patel School of Global 
Sustainability Executive Director Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy, 
cited—along with Nobel Peace laureate and past U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter and former U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan—
as a global “Water Hero” for his work addressing aging urban 
water systems around the world.

Then there is the university’s emergence as a destination of 
growing significance for international diplomats, business 
leaders, and policy makers, who join an influx of more than 
2,400 students and research scholars representing some 150 
nations gathering on our campus each year.

A word or two about the USF musicians garnering Grammy 
nominations and their classmates performing at the world’s larg-
est arts festival in Edinburgh, Scotland, would be appropriate. 

And, of course, there are the Bulls and their increasingly 
impressive accomplishments in football, tennis, men’s soccer, 
men’s basketball (advancing to the NCAA Championship 
Tournament in 2012 for the first time in two decades), and 
softball (making its inaugural appearance in the Women’s 
College World Series, also in 2012).

A long list, indeed. Where does one begin?



USF forged ahead boldly during the five years of our Strategic Plan 2007–2012 and reached new 
heights in student and faculty achievement. Now a Top 50 research university as named by the 
National Science Foundation, USF’s reputation is advancing through recognition as one of the 
fastest growing research universities by The Chronicle of Higher Education and one of the nation’s 
five “Up-and-Coming” universities to watch as named by The Washington Post. The Strategic 
Plan served as both our roadmap and the measure of accountability for our students, our
stakeholders, and the public at large.

Regardless of the obstacles put in our way, USF has thrived.

We modernized and expanded our campus. We enhanced our profile in the community 
through the crucial role USF plays in economic development. We built the university’s 
national and international name recognition through high-profile research on critical issues 
and world-class scholarship. We created enduring bonds with our students and members of 
our community, who see USF as an integral part of a successful future.

We are a global university. Through the establishment of USF World, the university is expanding its presence and 
opening new study and research opportunities for students and faculty abroad. At the same time, our Tampa campus 
is attracting high-ranking diplomats, education, and business leaders from all corners of the world for important 
conversations ranging from the economy to technology to climate change.

We are more innovative, interdisciplinary, and collaborative. Initiatives such as our first-of-its-kind graduate program 
in global sustainability combine diverse disciplines such as civil engineering, environmental policy, public health, 
marine science, transportation systems, and urban planning. The intent is to provide students a comprehensive 
understanding of the concepts, tools, and skills that will position them as sustainability leaders of the future.

We are more entrepreneurial and engaged. Outreach efforts such as the Small Business Development Center 
at USF and partnerships with organizations including IRX Therapeutics, Draper Laboratory, and SRI 
International are helping to advance the economic development of the Tampa Bay and West Central Florida 
region, promoting new business formation and creating jobs. We established the Center for Advanced Medical 
Learning and Simulation (CAMLS) that will revolutionize how medical professionals develop their skills 
while having a significant economic impact on downtown Tampa.

And we are better prepared to meet the high expectations of students and our own goals for their success. 
With enhanced living-learning environments, more academic advisors, and new student-faculty resources 
such as the Advanced Visualization Center and the Science, Math, and Research Technology (SMART) 
Lab that opened in fall 2012 on the second floor of the Library, we have paved the way to a brighter 
future for both our graduates and their alma mater.

USF has become a modern, comprehensive, and relevant university increasingly well prepared for 
leadership both today and into the future.

Our ability to move forward in building a great American research university is nothing less than 
remarkable, and speaks to the incredible dedication and purposed vision of the USF community and 
our supporters all across the Tampa Bay region and the state of Florida.

Thank you for your continuing support of our outstanding University of South Florida.

Judy Genshaft, Ph.D.
President

rising to the challenges of our times
The University of South Florida’s Strategic Plan has been instrumental in leading the university through 
one of its most significant eras of achievement. USF has met the challenges of our times with clear 
priorities and an unrelenting determination to fulfill its mission as a top-tier global research university 
dedicated to student success.

Judy Genshaft, Ph.D. 
President
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In May 2007, as the USF Board of Trustees approved  
Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation,  
the university’s strategic plan and roadmap for the years 
2007–2012, few could have anticipated the immense  
impact that the global economic upheaval would have  

on the institution and higher education in general.

With the Great Recession as a backdrop, the USF story, 
documented in the pages of this performance report, is all the 
more remarkable as our university emerged as one of the nation’s 
fastest growing research institutions—according to the National 
Science Foundation, rising from 66th in 2007 to 50th in 2012 
among public and private universities on the basis of federal 
research expenditures, and from 64th to 50th for total research 
expenditures. Today, USF is one of only two universities in 
Florida ranked among the nation’s Top 50.

Built on the achievements of the highly successful 2001–2006 
plan, the wide-ranging accomplishments of the past five years are 
the product of a university community that set a bold vision for 
its future and has gone on to demonstrate a focused, disciplined, 

and high-energy determination to reach its goals. In spite of the economic turbu-
lence that has driven unprecedented reductions in state funding from year to year 

since 2007, USF’s spirit of optimism, institutional agility, and entrepreneurship has 
helped steer the university to new heights. Our unparalleled progress, during a period 
of economic decline unprecedented in USF’s history, necessitated changing business 

practices, implementing cost containment strategies and efficiencies, judicious spend-
ing down of institutional reserves, utilizing federal bridge funding, and generating new 
revenue streams. Today, USF delivers its high-quality academic programs at a lower total 

cost per student than it did five years ago.

It is quite clear that the funding paradigm for public universities in Florida, nationwide, 
and across much of the world has shifted dramatically over the past few years, with an 
increasing share of the cost of higher education borne by students and their families. With 
that has come a growing expectation on the part of both public and private sector sponsors 

of higher education—state government, students and their families, business and industry—
for a demonstrable return on investment through globally competitive and relevant academic 
programs, high-impact research, economic growth, and job creation. We understand this 

reality and USF, like many other public universities, is on the way to reimagining its future 
and to assuring and demonstrating a high return for investors.

USF has long embraced performance accountability as an institutional value that not only 
shapes this report, but also guarantees a high value proposition for those investing in, enrolling 
at, and partnering with our university. For many years, we have publicly discussed and posted 

our goals and achievement status on our websites.

reimagining the future,
redoubling our commitment

Ralph C. Wilcox, Ph.D.
Provost and  

Executive Vice President
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Most important, USF recognizes that the recruitment and retention of intellectual talent—bright and 
creative students, world-class professors, and a highly dedicated and passionate staff—represents the 
foundation of any great university. Moreover, the university’s location in the heart of Tampa Bay provides 
a diverse and appealing living laboratory for students and professors alike, while offering a breadth of 
opportunity for mutually beneficial engagement with the community and partnerships with the business 
and industrial sector.

As a top-tier national research university, USF continues to improve upon its state-of-the-art academic 
programs, contributing to the development of a highly skilled, globally competitive workforce 
benefiting the region, state, and nation, at the same time offering students attractive pathways 
to postgraduate study. Students and professors continue their quest for new knowledge, seeking 
innovative and interdisciplinary solutions to complex problems that confound us locally and 
beyond. Our balance in valuing basic and applied research, and our commitment to improving the 
communities we serve, defines our primary scope of inquiry—from healthcare to the environment, 
science, technology, engineering, and economic security. All this, while recognizing the essential 
role that a broad-based education plays in engendering the critical thinking, creative problem-
solving, communication, collaboration, and global literacy skills so essential to individual and 
collective success in the 21st century.

This five-year performance report tells a remarkable story of a university dedicated to student 
and faculty success, research achievement, community connections, and institutional 
determination and progress in the face of immense challenges. It presents an impressive profile 
of a university poised to rise onto the global stage. Yet, for this to happen, the USF community 
will be tested by some big questions for which we all must find creative and constructive 
answers that will present a balanced solution to access, affordability, and quality education; 
redouble our commitment to student success; assure appropriate and predictable funding to 
support our bold vision for the future; leverage emerging technologies to creatively broaden 
access to education, learning effectiveness, and research productivity; and, perhaps most 
importantly, shore up our talent base of students and professors in the face of statewide, 
national, and global competition.

While this report makes us proud and inspires great confidence for the years to come, we 
cannot be satisfied with past achievements as we envision an even brighter future for the 
University of South Florida.

Ralph C. Wilcox, Ph.D.
Provost and Executive Vice President
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Total research support  
awarded by NIH for programs 
in diabetes exceeded

increase in federal 
research investment 
to USF between 
1999 and 2009
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and translational studies of 
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grant awarded to USF to fund a three-year 
project in the Gulf of Mexico
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 goal one: expanding world-class 
 interdisciplinary research, 
creative, and scholarly endeavors
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Interesting how history works out this way,  
that events more than a mile below the surface  
of the Gulf of Mexico should help propel the  
University of South Florida to new heights  
of national prominence.

But no sooner had the true scale of 2010’s  
Deepwater Horizon disaster become  
apparent than phones started ringing  
at USF’s College of Marine Science.  

They’ve barely stopped since.
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 work of USF physicists to find a matrix supporting 
 holds the hope of even faster, smaller, and 

 versatile electronics.

 is a quantum mechanical property characterized by 
 directional values “up” or “down.” This is analogous 

 the “on” or “off” values used in binary digital coding, 
 significantly in modern computers. Potential 

 devices promise revolutionary advances in 
 and energy efficiency. The big challenge has been 

 a semiconductor material that allows spin to be 
 at room temperature.

Enter the USF team and a form of pure carbon known 
as graphene, which boasts a breaking strength 200 times 
greater than steel and through which electrical currents 
flow 100 times faster than in silicon, today’s preferred 
matrix for computer chips.

Using theoretical computations, the research team 
demonstrated that by placing cobalt atoms in graphene 
holes—created by removing one or two nearby carbon 
atoms—it is possible to set spins in a controlled manner 
and ambient temperatures. And that, the researchers 
say, is a big step toward the development of practical 
spintronic devices.
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Robert Weisberg, director of the USF College of 
Marine Science’s Ocean Circulation Group, briefs 
U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida on the projected 

trajectory and potential impact of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

National Science Foundation ranks USF among 
the Top 50 research universities in the nation, 
public or private, for both federal expenditures 

and total expenditures in research.

USF’s internationally known Rolling Dance Chair, created in an 
effort to give those with disabilities new freedom of movement and 

expression, helps propel USF into the elite of the world’s top inno-
vators. The university is among the top 300 organizations granted 
U.S. Patents in 2010; 9th among all universities worldwide.

USF ranks 27th among U.S. public institutions in the latest  
edition of the Top American Research Universities (TARU).

Researchers at USF’s new College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences and the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute 

receive a $1.24 million grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to study ways to eliminate health dispari-

ties in the Latino community.

USF President Judy Genshaft and Mote Marine Laboratory 
President Kumar Mahadevan announce the two organiza-

tions are working in partnership to consolidate and 
strengthen the marine science research base anchored in 
Central and Southwest Florida.

Research funding for USF rises by 17 percent during 
FY2007–08, topping out at $360.2 million, a more 

than $50 million increase over the previous year.

USF comes in at No. 66 in the National Science Foundation’s 
yearly survey of federally financed research and development 

expenditures among colleges and universities. 
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 “Our priorities build on our successes  
and also require us to create and  
excel in new areas and competencies.”

President Judy Genshaft, Introduction to Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation, 

Strategic Plan 2007–2012

In the aftermath of the largest oil spill in U.S. history, experts in the 
College of Marine Science and many of their colleagues in biology, 
chemistry, geology, engineering, and environmental research have 
become “go to” sources regarding the consequences of the accident 

on the Gulf ecosystem, testifying before Congressional committees 
and responding to countless interview requests from national and 
regional media.

Such expertise also quickly placed USF at the head of an international 
consortium charged with monitoring the ongoing impacts of the spill, 
one of just eight such centers selected from more than 75 proposals 

nationwide. To fund the work, the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative 
selected USF as administrator for a three-year, $11 million grant—a  
step that in turn contributed to catapulting USF into the Top 50 U.S. 

universities, public or private, in total research expenditures as measured  
by the National Science Foundation.

We emphasize “contributed to” because the bedrock for USF’s leap into the 
company of such revered research institutions as Johns Hopkins, Stanford, Yale, 
and Harvard was carved out well before most people had ever heard the words 
Deepwater Horizon.

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida announces that the Florida Institute of Oceanography 
(FIO) based at USF stands to receive tens of millions of dollars in money set aside 
for ongoing research in the Gulf of Mexico following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 

disaster. Sharing in the July 2012 event are President Judy Genshaft, FIO Director 
Bill Hogarth, and College of Marine Science Dean Jackie Dixon. Hogarth called it 
a “historic moment” for the Gulf, considered one of the most under-funded and 

under-studied bodies of water in the world.

“When you have a six-foot bull shark in the back of the boat, and the 
students have to hold that shark down, and draw blood at the same 

time with a struggling animal, and record all the measurements, that 
is something invaluable,” says Marine Biology Professor Philip Motta. 

“The students will never forget that.”

With a 252 percent increase in federal research investment between 1999 
and 2009, USF already was among the five fastest growing research 
universities in the country. That pace has only gained additional 
momentum during implementation of the 2007–2012 Strategic Plan.

A prime example is the USF Health Byrd Alzheimer’s Institute. Amid an 
increasingly aging population, some of the most dynamic research at 
USF is taking place inside the laboratories of scientists focused on 
developing better ways to diagnose and treat the as-yet-incurable 
disease. Funding of those preclinical and translational studies 
aimed at finding new ways to eliminate from the brain the hallmark 
proteins associated with Alzheimer’s soared to $9.3 million in 
2010–11, up from $500,000 just the year before, with much of the 
increase originating from the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

At the same time, USF’s Pediatric Epidemiology Center has 
emerged as the center for juvenile diabetes research around 
the world, serving as a data- and technology-coordinating hub 
for nearly every major enterprise conducting Type I diabetes 
clinical trials. No other research institution has received as 
much NIH funding for programs in diabetes as USF, with a 
total research portfolio exceeding $400 million.

98

Federal R&D Expenditures
In millions of dollars, 2010
Source: National Science Foundation
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of the Gulf of Mexico should help propel the  
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They’ve barely stopped since.
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The work of USF physicists to find a matrix supporting 
spintronics holds the hope of even faster, smaller, and 
more versatile electronics.

Spin is a quantum mechanical property characterized by 
the directional values “up” or “down.” This is analogous 
to the “on” or “off” values used in binary digital coding, 
most significantly in modern computers. Potential 
spintronic devices promise revolutionary advances in 
speed and energy efficiency. The big challenge has been 
finding a semiconductor material that allows spin to be 
“set” at room temperature.

Enter the USF team and a form of pure carbon known 
as graphene, which boasts a breaking strength 200 times 
greater than steel and through which electrical currents 
flow 100 times faster than in silicon, today’s preferred 
matrix for computer chips.

Using theoretical computations, the research team 
demonstrated that by placing cobalt atoms in graphene 
holes—created by removing one or two nearby carbon 
atoms—it is possible to set spins in a controlled manner 
and ambient temperatures. And that, the researchers 
say, is a big step toward the development of practical 
spintronic devices.
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 “I believe we have the right combination of science and strategy  
to be able to eliminate Type I diabetes for the next generation.”

Significant advances in treatments for cancer as well as tropical and  
infectious diseases are being made at USF, too. With $8 million in State of 
Florida Center of Excellence funding, the university established the Center for 
Drug Discovery and Innovation (CDDI) to address some of the obstacles that 
impede the successful development of new therapeutic pharmaceuticals.

Operating on the principle that success is best achieved through active  
partnership, CDDI also recruits and retains leading researchers in early 
phase drug origination and supports a culture of discovery that will lead  
to “home grown” USF-discovered drugs advancing to clinical use.

With a particular emphasis on next generation sequencing capabilities,  
CDDI provides access to specialized equipment not available in most 
research laboratories, potentially accelerating future drug discoveries and 
stimulating the establishment of spin off biotechnology companies.

The 2008 arrival on campus of Jeffrey Krischer, Ph.D., 
endowed chair in diabetes research at USF Health, 
signaled another major advance in the university’s 
initiative to create a nationally prominent program in 
diabetes and autoimmune disorders.

Under his leadership, 50-plus researchers with expertise 
in developing and applying new technologies and infor-
matics to medicine have created an integrated program 
for controlling and treating Type 1 diabetes, also known 
as juvenile diabetes, and aggressively working toward 
its eradication. They’ve made USF a preeminent force 
in international studies of the epidemiology of Type 1 
diabetes as well as in clinical trials for diabetes preven-
tion and treatment.

The need is urgent. The incidence of Type 1 diabetes 
has doubled worldwide since the 1980s and is now 
considered an epidemic among children, with one out of 
every 300 youngsters affected.

“The research in diabetes complements our other projects 
in rare diseases, many of which also have an autoimmune 
component and may share common etiological pathways,” 
says Krischer, whose team has attracted more than $400 
million in research funding to USF.

On Nov. 14, 2011—World Diabetes Day—USF’s diabetes 
program also officially opened its new family-friendly 
facility on the fifth floor of the Carol and Frank Morsani 
Center for Advanced Health Care. Unique to the 
10,000-square-foot collection of exam rooms, laboratories, 
and offices is the famous Tate Teaching Kitchen, where 
hands-on teaching by dietitians helps 
patients and their families understand 
the nuances for maintaining good 
nutrition and dietary habits to 
successfully manage their disease.

Jeffrey Krischer, Ph.D., USF Health chief of epidemiology
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With support from the Gates Foundation, the College of 
Public Health’s Global Health Infectious Diseases Research 
Team—including more than 60 faculty members, staff, and 

students—is working with Draper Laboratory to advance the 
discovery of new therapies for preventing and curing malaria, 
a mosquito-borne scourge that the World Health Organization 

blames for one million lives lost each year. 

Already, a collaboration with the not-for-profit, Switzerland-
based Medicines for Malaria Venture has yielded a new series  
of concepts that offer promise in attacking the disease on  
several fronts.

Such creativity and innovation is a big reason why the University 
of South Florida ranks among the top 300 organizations worldwide 

granted U.S. patents in 2010 and 2011. Counting universities only, 
USF ranks 10th overall (8th among U.S. universities) on the list and  
is the only Florida university in the report.

The world’s first-ever glass window capable 
of generating electricity is being made pos-
sible through the use of the world’s smallest 
working organic solar cells, developed by 
Xiaomei Jiang, a University of South Florida 
physics professor. Until now, solar panels 
have been opaque and don’t allow for light 
to pass through the glass surfaces. As 
an added benefit, the new solar cells also 
generate electricity from both natural and 
artificial light sources, outperforming today’s 
commercial solar and thin-film technologies 
by as much as tenfold. In bottom photo, 

Jiang and Ph.D. student 
Jason Lewis show 
reporters how the cells 
work. The innovation 
has attracted attention 
from both business 
and technology-related 
media from Wall Street 
to Silicon Valley  
in California.

Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates pays a surprise visit to 
USF researchers at Palmer Station in Antarctica, where 
they spent four months in 2010 conducting research 

on metabolites produced by indigenous organisms, 
including algae collected from ocean waters below the 

ice shelf. The goal of the ongoing work by Chemistry  
Professor Bill Baker and his students is to identify  

promising substances that pharmaceutical companies 
might develop further into new drugs.
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World Rankings of U.S. Patents Granted to Universities
Source: Intellectual Property Owners Association, 2011
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of Fulbright U.S. Scholarship recipients

national scholarship and  
fellowship awardees in  
2011–12

goal two: promoting globally competitive 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional
programs that support interdisciplinary
inquiry, intellectual development,
knowledge and skill acquisition, and student 
success through a diverse, fully engaged, 
learner-centered campus environment.

ranking in the 2011 nation’s Top 20 “Up-and-Coming 
Universities,” alongside the University of Maryland-
College Park, The Ohio State University, Purdue 
University, and the University of Southern California

gain in median SAT scores for 
incoming, full-time freshmen 
from 2006–07 to 2011–12

goldwater scholars

u.s. news  world report

On April 1, 2010, Juan Baso and Amber 
Schmidt became the university’s first 
Goldwater Scholars
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How do you measure the success of a university?

Research investment? Faculty honors?  
Quality of facilities? Athletic success? 

At the University of South Florida, we benefit  
from all of those things. But our focus first and  
foremost remains the success of our students.

 “Our graduates are the best measure of our  
performance as a top-tier national research  
university,” observes Provost and Executive  
Vice President Ralph Wilcox.
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 major Baso and microbiologist Schmidt began 
 procession in 2010, securing two Barry M. Goldwater 

 the nation’s premier undergraduate award  

 undergraduate interest in methodologies that can  
 applied to the creation of new, more effective, and  
 costly cancer drugs has advanced to studies in  

 organic chemistry and its potential for new  

Schmidt’s research on telomerase activity, the biochemical 
reaction at the ends of chromosomes that provides protec-
tion, has since evolved—following several months assisting 
in a hospital for sick and destitute children in Lima, Peru—
into participation in a maxillofacial and oral surgery/M.D. 
dual residency program in Arizona.

 makers. For as long as there is a USF, Juan 
 and Amber Schmidt, Jean Weatherwax, and 
 Hussein will forever be “first;” the university’s 

 recipients of prestigious Goldwater, Marshall, 
 Udall Scholarships, and key figures in its growing 

 of nationally competitive scholarship success.

 implementation of the Strategic Plan in 2007, 
 has raised the number of students receiving 

top-tier national scholarships each year from two  
to a record 50 in 2011–12, more than any other 
Florida university!

The trend is clear, and accelerating. The best and 
brightest students are selecting USF as their academic 
home, and the university is doing all that it can to 
help them fulfill their dreams and improve society.

 in line
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 “The immediate goal is graduation from college. We put it in their minds from  
day one, four years from now you’ll hear your name announced and you’ll be  
walking across the stage at the Sun Dome. Personal support makes students  
believe they can do it and we constantly reinforce that message.” 
Mack Davis, director, Project Thrust

Central to that are the internationally known teachers, researchers, and artists  
who have created at USF a distinctive educational environment characterized  
by the interdisciplinary and collaborative discovery, application, and sharing of  
new knowledge. From the rich curriculum of our Foundations of Knowledge  
and Learning Core to our nationally ranked graduate programs in Education, 
Engineering, and Entrepreneurship, among others, our students are taught  
by faculty who work on the cutting edge of research and creative scholarship  
in their respective disciplines.

Professional colleagues across campus enhance that work, 
ensuring that personal growth accompanies academic growth; 

that activities and events enrich the learning experience and 
add to the social and cultural life of campus; that scholarships, 

fellowships, and internships are available to the greatest number 
of high-achieving students; that the buildings stay cool and the 

meals hot, and that the technology works.

At the same time, civic knowledge and participation are reinforced 
through local engagement efforts and international education 
abroad experiences, encounters that promote active learning in 

diverse settings and bring students in closer contact with people, 
organizations, and cultures of vastly different backgrounds, 

circumstances, and outlooks.

They have responded enthusiastically, bringing honor to themselves, 
distinction to their alma mater, and innovative solutions to many  

real-world problems.

The Class of 2012 arrives on cam-
pus with the strongest academic 

credentials of any freshman class 
in university history.

USF’s graduate Entrepreneurship 
program is ranked fifth best in the 

nation by The Princeton Review and 
Entrepreneur magazine. It is the only 

Florida public university program 
included in the annual compilation.

The Florida Board of Gover-
nors unanimously approves 

a proposal to establish a 
four-year Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree program at USF.

Work begins on transforming the second floor of the 
Library into a new Science, Math, and Research 

Technology (SMART) Lab, including more than 300 
computer workstations and aimed at improving stu-

dent performance in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) related course work.

The university unveils its Advanced 
Visualization Center, located in the Math/

Physics Building, providing students and 
faculty with a new, high-definition, 3D tool 

for visualizing large amounts of data.

U.S. News & World Report places 
USF (#14) among the nation’s Top 

20 “Up-and-Coming Universities.”

The USF School of Accountancy 
lands its first ranking in Public 

Accounting Report ’s annual 
assessment of the nation’s top 

accounting education programs.

USF becomes the nation’s first 
university to partner with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
in a specialized effort to support 

returning troops who enroll in 
classes under the new GI Bill.

The Princeton Review ranks USF as 
one of the nation’s best institutions for 

undergraduate education. Less than 
15 percent of America’s more than 2,500 
four-year colleges make the cut.

USF receives a $5 million gift from an anonymous 
donor in support of academic and scholarship 

programs for under-represented students. The gift is 
eligible for a dollar-for-dollar match from the State of 
Florida’s matching gift program, establishing a $10 

million endowment.

USF awarded a $1.1 million grant from 
the National Science Foundation to assist 

efforts to recruit, educate, and retain 
students in science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) disciplines.

The College of Education is ranked as 
one of the nation’s top 50 graduate 

schools by U.S. News & World Report for 
the fifth consecutive year.

Helios Education Foundation provides a $2 million gift to 
USF, creating the Helios Education Foundation Endowed 
Scholarship Fund. The gift is eligible for a dollar-for-dollar 

match from the State of Florida, yielding a historic $4  
million for the University’s scholarship programs for  

under-represented populations.

While the prevailing economy continues to present new challenges for 
students and the institution alike, at the same time it puts in clear relief 
the remarkable accomplishments of each during the span of the university’s 
Strategic Plan 2007–2012. Despite the significant headwinds, USF is 
welcoming increasingly well-qualified students, earning more academic 
scholarships and fellowships, and awarding degrees that are respected and  
in demand in a globally competitive marketplace—in record numbers. 

2.12.08 3.28.08 7.16.08 8.25.08 9.12.08 1.29.09
5.18.122.29.08 5.2.08 7.30.08 8.27.08 12.1.08 6.4.09
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The university’s first Marshall and Udall Scholarship winners in 2012 were 
just the tip of the iceberg in a year of remarkable scholarly achievements, 
including a total of seven Fulbright Scholarships, a Goldwater Scholarship, 
three Hollings Scholarships, 18 Gilman Scholarships, three Boren Scholar-
ships, two Presidential Management Fellowships, two Florida Gubernatorial 
Fellowships, a Critical Language Scholarship, and a number of other 
top-tier scholarships. All told, the largest cohort of major scholarship and 
fellowship recipients in USF history. “Clearly our strategic emphasis on 
student success has taken root and is bearing handsome results,” Provost 
and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox says.

5.2.12

USF graduates more than 
4,900 students during spring 

commencement, a new record.
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 “The immediate goal is graduation from college. We put it in their minds from  
day one, four years from now you’ll hear your name announced and you’ll be  
walking across the stage at the Sun Dome. Personal support makes students  
believe they can do it and we constantly reinforce that message.” 
Mack Davis, director, Project Thrust

Central to that are the internationally known teachers, researchers, and artists  
who have created at USF a distinctive educational environment characterized  
by the interdisciplinary and collaborative discovery, application, and sharing of  
new knowledge. From the rich curriculum of our Foundations of Knowledge  
and Learning Core to our nationally ranked graduate programs in Education, 
Engineering, and Entrepreneurship, among others, our students are taught  
by faculty who work on the cutting edge of research and creative scholarship  
in their respective disciplines.

Professional colleagues across campus enhance that work, 
ensuring that personal growth accompanies academic growth; 

that activities and events enrich the learning experience and 
add to the social and cultural life of campus; that scholarships, 

fellowships, and internships are available to the greatest number 
of high-achieving students; that the buildings stay cool and the 

meals hot, and that the technology works.

At the same time, civic knowledge and participation are reinforced 
through local engagement efforts and international education 
abroad experiences, encounters that promote active learning in 

diverse settings and bring students in closer contact with people, 
organizations, and cultures of vastly different backgrounds, 

circumstances, and outlooks.

They have responded enthusiastically, bringing honor to themselves, 
distinction to their alma mater, and innovative solutions to many  

real-world problems.

The Class of 2012 arrives on cam-
pus with the strongest academic 

credentials of any freshman class 
in university history.

USF’s graduate Entrepreneurship 
program is ranked fifth best in the 

nation by The Princeton Review and 
Entrepreneur magazine. It is the only 

Florida public university program 
included in the annual compilation.

The Florida Board of Gover-
nors unanimously approves 

a proposal to establish a 
four-year Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree program at USF.

Work begins on transforming the second floor of the 
Library into a new Science, Math, and Research 

Technology (SMART) Lab, including more than 300 
computer workstations and aimed at improving stu-

dent performance in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) related course work.

The university unveils its Advanced 
Visualization Center, located in the Math/

Physics Building, providing students and 
faculty with a new, high-definition, 3D tool 

for visualizing large amounts of data.

U.S. News & World Report places 
USF (#14) among the nation’s Top 

20 “Up-and-Coming Universities.”

The USF School of Accountancy 
lands its first ranking in Public 

Accounting Report ’s annual 
assessment of the nation’s top 

accounting education programs.

USF becomes the nation’s first 
university to partner with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
in a specialized effort to support 

returning troops who enroll in 
classes under the new GI Bill.

The Princeton Review ranks USF as 
one of the nation’s best institutions for 

undergraduate education. Less than 
15 percent of America’s more than 2,500 
four-year colleges make the cut.

USF receives a $5 million gift from an anonymous 
donor in support of academic and scholarship 

programs for under-represented students. The gift is 
eligible for a dollar-for-dollar match from the State of 
Florida’s matching gift program, establishing a $10 

million endowment.

USF awarded a $1.1 million grant from 
the National Science Foundation to assist 

efforts to recruit, educate, and retain 
students in science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) disciplines.

The College of Education is ranked as 
one of the nation’s top 50 graduate 

schools by U.S. News & World Report for 
the fifth consecutive year.

Helios Education Foundation provides a $2 million gift to 
USF, creating the Helios Education Foundation Endowed 
Scholarship Fund. The gift is eligible for a dollar-for-dollar 

match from the State of Florida, yielding a historic $4  
million for the University’s scholarship programs for  

under-represented populations.

While the prevailing economy continues to present new challenges for 
students and the institution alike, at the same time it puts in clear relief 
the remarkable accomplishments of each during the span of the university’s 
Strategic Plan 2007–2012. Despite the significant headwinds, USF is 
welcoming increasingly well-qualified students, earning more academic 
scholarships and fellowships, and awarding degrees that are respected and  
in demand in a globally competitive marketplace—in record numbers. 
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The university’s first Marshall and Udall Scholarship winners in 2012 were 
just the tip of the iceberg in a year of remarkable scholarly achievements, 
including a total of seven Fulbright Scholarships, a Goldwater Scholarship, 
three Hollings Scholarships, 18 Gilman Scholarships, three Boren Scholar-
ships, two Presidential Management Fellowships, two Florida Gubernatorial 
Fellowships, a Critical Language Scholarship, and a number of other 
top-tier scholarships. All told, the largest cohort of major scholarship and 
fellowship recipients in USF history. “Clearly our strategic emphasis on 
student success has taken root and is bearing handsome results,” Provost 
and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox says.

5.2.12

USF graduates more than 
4,900 students during spring 

commencement, a new record.
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How do you measure the success of a university?

Research investment? Faculty honors?  
Quality of facilities? Athletic success? 

At the University of South Florida, we benefit  
from all of those things. But our focus first and  
foremost remains the success of our students.

 “Our graduates are the best measure of our  
performance as a top-tier national research  
university,” observes Provost and Executive  
Vice President Ralph Wilcox.
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Chemistry major Baso and microbiologist Schmidt began 
the procession in 2010, securing two Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarships, the nation’s premier undergraduate award  
in science.

Baso’s undergraduate interest in methodologies that can  
be applied to the creation of new, more effective, and  
less costly cancer drugs has advanced to studies in  
synthetic organic chemistry and its potential for new  
oncological therapeutics.

Schmidt’s research on telomerase activity, the biochemical 
reaction at the ends of chromosomes that provides protec-
tion, has since evolved—following several months assisting 
in a hospital for sick and destitute children in Lima, Peru—
into participation in a maxillofacial and oral surgery/M.D. 
dual residency program in Arizona.

History makers. For as long as there is a USF, Juan 
Baso and Amber Schmidt, Jean Weatherwax, and 
Shaza Hussein will forever be “first;” the university’s 
first recipients of prestigious Goldwater, Marshall, 
and Udall Scholarships, and key figures in its growing 
record of nationally competitive scholarship success.

Since implementation of the Strategic Plan in 2007, 
USF has raised the number of students receiving 

top-tier national scholarships each year from two  
to a record 50 in 2011–12, more than any other 
Florida university!

The trend is clear, and accelerating. The best and 
brightest students are selecting USF as their academic 
home, and the university is doing all that it can to 
help them fulfill their dreams and improve society.

first in line
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Along with being USF’s first Udall Scholarship recipient, Shaza Hussein had 
the honor of being the only student in Florida to earn the coveted award in 
2012. It supports undergraduate research related to the environment, including 
economics, engineering, health, natural resource management, and urban 
planning and renewal.

She’s also among USF’s swelling number of multi-scholarship winners. A previ-
ous Hollings Scholarship for Atmospheric Science enabled Hussein’s intern-
ship at the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve in Maine. She’d already 
completed an internship with the National Weather Service in Tampa.

Her focus is environmental education, particularly for children. Her months in 
Maine were devoted to enhancing outdoor education programs for kids during 
the sanctuary’s busy summer season.

“The best way to bring about change is through younger generations,” says 
Hussein, who served as president of Keep Our School Beautiful, the campus 
extension of Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, and as director of networking for 
the USF Student Environmental Association. “Because it’s really younger 
generations that end up convincing the older generations.”

 “I plan to be an advocate, activist and researcher  
all at the same time…When you’re an environmentalist,  
you just can’t help but be active out there.” 
Shaza Hussein, USF’s first Udall Scholarship winner

19

Generally, fewer than 40 American students receive Marshall Scholarships 
each year. With her generous stipend, Weatherwax plans to continue her 
research on innovative implantable medical devices, including the world’s 
first bio-inspired artificial pancreas under development at Imperial College 
for treatment of Type 1 diabetes.

With her minor in music performance, she is taking along her trumpet 
in anticipation of joining London’s Ad Hoc Humanitarian Community 
Orchestra. Launched in 2003, the famous collective of professional  
and amateur musicians raises money in support of charitable relief  
efforts worldwide.

Weatherwax, a 2012 Honors College graduate in 
electrical engineering, earned her up-to-three-year slot 
at Imperial College-London by virtue of undergraduate 
research designing and fabricating biocompatible 
electronics alongside Associate Professor of Electrical 
Engineering Stephen Saddow, as well as her own 2011 
Goldwater Scholarship and an earlier internship at 
NASA’s Ames Research Center in California.

Nationally Competitive Scholarships 
Awarded to USF Students, 2007–2012
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It’s hard to quarrel  
with his qualifications:

B.S. in Biomedical 
Sciences; M.S. in Marketing. 

Captain of the men’s soccer team. 
BIG EAST Scholar-Athlete of the Year. First Team 
Academic All-America. Recipient of the John 
Wooden Citizenship Cup from Athletes for a Better 
World. Fulbright Scholar. Major League Soccer 
(MLS) Humanitarian of the Year. M.D./Ph.D. 
candidate intending an eventual career in medicine 
and cancer research. Volunteer high school assistant 
soccer coach.

By every measure, Zak Boggs is the model that 
universities, charities, sports marketers, and parents 
everywhere look for to represent the finest qualities 
of higher education, civic responsibility, athletic 
success, and all-American potential.

 “Zak really embodies what it means to be a USF 
student-Athlete,” says Justin Miller, former assistant  
athletic director for student-athlete development 

and academics. “He has demonstrated the ability 
to succeed at an extremely high level in every-
thing he takes on.”

Raised in the foothills of the Appala-
chian Mountains (Vienna, W. Va.), an 
area infamous for its cancer clusters, and 
motivated by a grandmother lost to cancer, 
Boggs applied his Fulbright grant to obtaining a master’s 
degree in medical sciences at the University of Leicester 
under the mentorship of Dr. Ian 
Eperon, examining potential can-
cer treatment pathways through 
mRNA splicing.

Back stateside, when not pursu-
ing his medical studies or vol-
unteering at Boston Children’s  
Hospital, Boggs is a starting 
midfielder for the New Eng-
land Revolution of the MLS.

role Model

In the fall of 1999, Zaworotko started his career at USF in a new field called porosity. A decade later, his research 
places him among the top 20 chemists in the world, according to the leading scientometric firm Thomson 
Reuters. Early studies into the unique properties of porosity have given way to intensive research with hope for 
solving some major problems the world faces, especially in terms of energy. Porosity offers “something to filter 
carbon dioxide as it is released in power plants. It also can help with problems in transporting hydrogen gases 
and improves energy uses in industrial processes,” explains Zaworotko. As part of the interdisciplinary Smart 
Metal-organic Materials Advanced Research and Technology Transfer (SMMARTT) group, his current 
research takes in the emerging class of materials comprised of combinations of molecular building blocks 
known as metal organic materials.

21

mike zaworotko
Professor, department of Chemistry
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Education Abroad at USF International  

agreements 
in effect in  
more than

USF students earned  
Gilman Scholarships  
for education abroad  
in 2012—a record!

goal three: expanding local and global 
engagement initiatives to strengthen 
and sustain healthy communities and
to improve the quality of life.

were treated in the 
small Haitian village 
of Dilaire following a 
major earthquake in 
2011 by a team of USF 
and Tampa Bay medi-
cal professionals

22

 p
in

k 
lin

e

23

“In addition to traditional study abroad, student 
and faculty exchanges, curricular offerings with an 
added international component, and joint and dual 
degree programs, USF World includes collaborative 
research, joint research, internships, service-learning 
experiences, and outreach and engagement well 
beyond our state and nation,” says Karen Holbrook, 
senior vice president for global affairs and international 
research. “These relationships also benefit our 
students—graduate, undergraduate, and professional—
who are part of shaping the entire world around us, and 
they enhance the reputation of USF globally.”

In recognition of these advances, USF was selected in 
2010 by the Association of American Colleges and Uni-
versities (AAC&U) as one of 32 universities to participate 
in General Education for a Global Century, a curriculum 
and faculty development project aimed at educating stu-
dents in all aspects of a rapidly globalizing society.

The effort is part of the AAC&U’s Shared Futures initiative 
and is funded by the Henry Luce Foundation. More than 
140 institutions applied to be part of the initiative; USF is 
the only Florida university to offer the novel study path for 
first-time college students.

Also in recent years, the university has created the GloBull 
Ambassador program, affording students that have experienced 
education abroad the opportunity to share their reflections  
with classmates thinking about or already in the process of 
preparing to take the big step.

In addition, USF World set up an education abroad adviser  
office in the Marshall Student Center and the university 
established the Office of National Scholarships, which assists 
students in applying for a broad array of undergraduate and 
graduate awards, many of them, such as the Boren, Fulbright, 
Gilman, and Marshall Scholarships, encouraging and supporting 
study and research abroad.

The return on those initiatives has been nothing short of  
astounding, placing USF—in the words of Honors College  
Dean Stuart Silverman—“in another league.”

Between the academic years 2006–07 and 2011–12, the  
number of USF students going abroad each year swelled by 
nearly 50 percent. Among their number in 2012, a record 18 
students earning Gilman Scholarships; in fact, only five other 
universities in America sent more Gilman Scholars abroad dur-
ing summer ’12 than the University of South Florida.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, the competitive 
and highly-prized awards of up to $5,000 are intended to 
better prepare U.S. students to assume significant roles in 
an increasingly global economy and interdependent world by 
promoting “non-traditional” study abroad destinations. Visa 
stamps in the passports of recent Gilman Scholars from USF 
include Bolivia, Chile, China, Japan, Malaysia, Peru, South 
Africa, and Thailand.

 “Learning about a different culture really opens your eyes to your own, 
as well. You may find small things that seem insignificant, just parts 
of who we are … until you have somebody ask you, ‘Why do you do 
that?’ Then you’re left thinking, ‘Why do we do that?’” 
Tina Danh, ’13, Gilman Scholar26

Africa Initiatives Group 

The Center for India Studies 

The Confucius Institute

The Institute for the Study  
of Latin America and the Caribbean

The Florida Linkage Institute

The Patel School of Global Sustainability

USF International Centers  
and Institutes

Along with their laptops, clothes, sheets and towels,  
and other necessities of college life, new students arriving  
at the University of South Florida these days are urged  
to bring another important item—their passports.
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Students from USF  
studying abroad in

Students from abroad at USF in 2012.

“It gives them a career advantage to have that basic 
understanding of the world,” concurs President Judy 

Genshaft. “Everything we do now must be global.”

A bold ambition, and one the university has worked 
diligently to achieve. 

In 2009, despite the added challenges brought on by 
a national economy in recession, it established USF 
World, with a charge to develop and direct the policies, 
strategies, and procedures needed to make USF the  
destination for those committed to global engagement.

USF announces a new faculty exchange 
program with two of Ghana’s leading 

universities. The effort is USF’s first 
outreach to an African university  
and presents unparalleled scholarly 

opportunities for USF and the Ghanaian 
universities alike.

USF launches USF World. USF and INTO University 
Partnerships embark on a joint 

venture to increase interna-
tional student recruitment 
at USF and ensure greater 

student success.

The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship 
Program finalizes naming of 14 USF students 

as recipients of grants for summer and fall 
study abroad, bringing to 18 the total number 

of USF undergraduates awarded the competitive 
scholarships in 2012—an all-time high.

INTO University Partnerships and USF announce 
that 2010–11 international student enrollment 

at the INTO USF Center exceeds the original 
planned targets by 39 percent. Students from 

36 countries enroll at the Center for classes 
during fall semester.

A team of USF student filmmakers 
wins the Best Picture Award at 

the 2009 International Campus 
MovieFest Grand Finale for its 
film, “Rhapsody.”

Following a major earthquake, a team of USF 
and Tampa Bay medical professionals lead 

the first medical relief mission to the small 
Haitian village of Dilaire. Over four days, the 

team treats more than 1,600 patients.

Aki Nakanishi, a master’s student in 
Anthropology, earns the top prize at the 

Education Without Borders 2009 confer-
ence in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, for her 
paper, “Facilitating Youth Participatory Ac-

tion Research: Strategies and Applications.”

Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves visits with fac-
ulty and students in the College of Business, delivering 

remarks about the economic challenges facing a small 
nation in a global economic market. Two days later, the 
Venezuelan Ambassador to the U.S., Bernardo Alvarez 

Herrera, also visits the College to discuss democracy in 
the Andean countries of Latin America.

Leading thinkers from USF’s Dr. Kiran C. Patel 
Center for Global Solutions and the Florida 

Network for Global Studies bring together many 
of Florida’s trade and business experts for a 
summit exploring the economic threats and op-

portunities in Latin America and the Caribbean.

USF President Judy Genshaft and President 
Wiroon Tangcharoen of Srinakharinwirot 

University, Thailand, sign an Academic 
Collaboration and Student Exchange 
Program agreement outlining an exchange 

of undergraduate and graduate students 
and plans for joint medical training.

USF becomes the first major public research university in 
the southeastern United States to establish a Confucius 
Institute, helping the educational and business communities 

in Tampa develop closer ties with China through Chinese 
language instruction and the incorporation of Chinese 

culture into an array of classes including business, public 
health, the humanities, and the arts.

As any demographer or corporate CEO will attest, the most 
significant geopolitical and socioeconomic trend today is 
globalization. It is a world-altering force that continues to gain 
momentum from the great leaps in technology that have eroded 
the boundaries of nations and changed how we associate, 
communicate, navigate, and otherwise participate in daily life. 
All of which has significant implications for how we educate 
students expected to one day assume their appropriate 
places as responsible and productive members of society.

 “To be competitive after graduation, students must have an 
understanding of international culture and education,” pro-
claims María Crummett, USF’s associate vice president for 
global affairs, who, as a two-time Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
in Colombia and Japan, is particularly close to the value 
and rewards of study or research abroad. High on her list 
of benefits are exposure to new ideas and philosophies, 
accelerated real language acquisition, increased readi-
ness to adapt to new environments, greater indepen-
dence and self-confidence, extended networks with 
international friends and professional colleagues, and, 
most importantly, enhanced knowledge and skills 
necessary for success in the new global economy.

Elizabeth Bird, Professor of Anthropology and director of USF’s Humanities Insti-
tute, records an oral history from a survivor of a 1967 civilian massacre in Asaba, 
Nigeria, during that country’s civil war. The objective of her research is to reclaim 
the history of the event and use it both to explore the workings of collective memory 
and to assist the community in developing public memorialization of the tragedy.

Now consolidated—and coordinated—under USF World’s 
banner are administrative responsibilities for Education 
Abroad (today comprising some 35 programs in 28 countries), 
International Services (the main administrative and immigra-
tion advising office for roughly 2,100 international students 
and 200 research scholars from more than 130 countries), 
International Agreements (currently in effect in more than 140 
locations around the world), the Global Academic Partners 
program (managing a small number of high-impact strategic 
partnerships with like institutions in China, Ghana, and the 
United Kingdom), and Office of Military Partnerships (coordi-
nating USF’s activities with the U.S. Department of Defense), 
as well as the various USF centers and institutes that enhance 
the university’s global presence and impact. Among the latter 
is the new Center for Strategic and Diplomatic Studies, set 
up in 2012 to develop academic programs, conduct research, 
and formulate non-partisan policy recommendations address-
ing many of the critical international issues of our times.

 “Global research universities  
build their futures by being  

fiercely competitive, but  
they are also committed to  
collaboration and cooperation.”

Karen Holbrook, senior vice president for global affairs and international research
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President Judy Genshaft and her husband, Steven 
Greenbaum, create a $1 million endowment 
establishing USF’s Passport Scholarships, dedicated 

to the financial support of USF students wanting to 
study abroad.
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Students from USF  
studying abroad in

Students from abroad at USF in 2012.

“It gives them a career advantage to have that basic 
understanding of the world,” concurs President Judy 

Genshaft. “Everything we do now must be global.”

A bold ambition, and one the university has worked 
diligently to achieve. 

In 2009, despite the added challenges brought on by 
a national economy in recession, it established USF 
World, with a charge to develop and direct the policies, 
strategies, and procedures needed to make USF the  
destination for those committed to global engagement.
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program with two of Ghana’s leading 

universities. The effort is USF’s first 
outreach to an African university  
and presents unparalleled scholarly 

opportunities for USF and the Ghanaian 
universities alike.

USF launches USF World. USF and INTO University 
Partnerships embark on a joint 

venture to increase interna-
tional student recruitment 
at USF and ensure greater 

student success.

The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship 
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as recipients of grants for summer and fall 
study abroad, bringing to 18 the total number 

of USF undergraduates awarded the competitive 
scholarships in 2012—an all-time high.

INTO University Partnerships and USF announce 
that 2010–11 international student enrollment 

at the INTO USF Center exceeds the original 
planned targets by 39 percent. Students from 

36 countries enroll at the Center for classes 
during fall semester.

A team of USF student filmmakers 
wins the Best Picture Award at 

the 2009 International Campus 
MovieFest Grand Finale for its 
film, “Rhapsody.”

Following a major earthquake, a team of USF 
and Tampa Bay medical professionals lead 

the first medical relief mission to the small 
Haitian village of Dilaire. Over four days, the 

team treats more than 1,600 patients.

Aki Nakanishi, a master’s student in 
Anthropology, earns the top prize at the 

Education Without Borders 2009 confer-
ence in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, for her 
paper, “Facilitating Youth Participatory Ac-

tion Research: Strategies and Applications.”

Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves visits with fac-
ulty and students in the College of Business, delivering 

remarks about the economic challenges facing a small 
nation in a global economic market. Two days later, the 
Venezuelan Ambassador to the U.S., Bernardo Alvarez 

Herrera, also visits the College to discuss democracy in 
the Andean countries of Latin America.

Leading thinkers from USF’s Dr. Kiran C. Patel 
Center for Global Solutions and the Florida 

Network for Global Studies bring together many 
of Florida’s trade and business experts for a 
summit exploring the economic threats and op-

portunities in Latin America and the Caribbean.

USF President Judy Genshaft and President 
Wiroon Tangcharoen of Srinakharinwirot 

University, Thailand, sign an Academic 
Collaboration and Student Exchange 
Program agreement outlining an exchange 

of undergraduate and graduate students 
and plans for joint medical training.

USF becomes the first major public research university in 
the southeastern United States to establish a Confucius 
Institute, helping the educational and business communities 

in Tampa develop closer ties with China through Chinese 
language instruction and the incorporation of Chinese 

culture into an array of classes including business, public 
health, the humanities, and the arts.

As any demographer or corporate CEO will attest, the most 
significant geopolitical and socioeconomic trend today is 
globalization. It is a world-altering force that continues to gain 
momentum from the great leaps in technology that have eroded 
the boundaries of nations and changed how we associate, 
communicate, navigate, and otherwise participate in daily life. 
All of which has significant implications for how we educate 
students expected to one day assume their appropriate 
places as responsible and productive members of society.

 “To be competitive after graduation, students must have an 
understanding of international culture and education,” pro-
claims María Crummett, USF’s associate vice president for 
global affairs, who, as a two-time Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
in Colombia and Japan, is particularly close to the value 
and rewards of study or research abroad. High on her list 
of benefits are exposure to new ideas and philosophies, 
accelerated real language acquisition, increased readi-
ness to adapt to new environments, greater indepen-
dence and self-confidence, extended networks with 
international friends and professional colleagues, and, 
most importantly, enhanced knowledge and skills 
necessary for success in the new global economy.

Elizabeth Bird, Professor of Anthropology and director of USF’s Humanities Insti-
tute, records an oral history from a survivor of a 1967 civilian massacre in Asaba, 
Nigeria, during that country’s civil war. The objective of her research is to reclaim 
the history of the event and use it both to explore the workings of collective memory 
and to assist the community in developing public memorialization of the tragedy.

Now consolidated—and coordinated—under USF World’s 
banner are administrative responsibilities for Education 
Abroad (today comprising some 35 programs in 28 countries), 
International Services (the main administrative and immigra-
tion advising office for roughly 2,100 international students 
and 200 research scholars from more than 130 countries), 
International Agreements (currently in effect in more than 140 
locations around the world), the Global Academic Partners 
program (managing a small number of high-impact strategic 
partnerships with like institutions in China, Ghana, and the 
United Kingdom), and Office of Military Partnerships (coordi-
nating USF’s activities with the U.S. Department of Defense), 
as well as the various USF centers and institutes that enhance 
the university’s global presence and impact. Among the latter 
is the new Center for Strategic and Diplomatic Studies, set 
up in 2012 to develop academic programs, conduct research, 
and formulate non-partisan policy recommendations address-
ing many of the critical international issues of our times.

 “Global research universities  
build their futures by being  

fiercely competitive, but  
they are also committed to  
collaboration and cooperation.”

Karen Holbrook, senior vice president for global affairs and international research
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“In addition to traditional study abroad, student 
and faculty exchanges, curricular offerings with an 
added international component, and joint and dual 
degree programs, USF World includes collaborative 
research, joint research, internships, service-learning 
experiences, and outreach and engagement well 
beyond our state and nation,” says Karen Holbrook, 
senior vice president for global affairs and international 
research. “These relationships also benefit our 
students—graduate, undergraduate, and professional—
who are part of shaping the entire world around us, and 
they enhance the reputation of USF globally.”

In recognition of these advances, USF was selected in 
2010 by the Association of American Colleges and Uni-
versities (AAC&U) as one of 32 universities to participate 
in General Education for a Global Century, a curriculum 
and faculty development project aimed at educating stu-
dents in all aspects of a rapidly globalizing society.

The effort is part of the AAC&U’s Shared Futures initiative 
and is funded by the Henry Luce Foundation. More than 
140 institutions applied to be part of the initiative; USF is 
the only Florida university to offer the novel study path for 
first-time college students.

Also in recent years, the university has created the GloBull 
Ambassador program, affording students that have experienced 
education abroad the opportunity to share their reflections  
with classmates thinking about or already in the process of 
preparing to take the big step.

In addition, USF World set up an education abroad adviser  
office in the Marshall Student Center and the university 
established the Office of National Scholarships, which assists 
students in applying for a broad array of undergraduate and 
graduate awards, many of them, such as the Boren, Fulbright, 
Gilman, and Marshall Scholarships, encouraging and supporting 
study and research abroad.

The return on those initiatives has been nothing short of  
astounding, placing USF—in the words of Honors College  
Dean Stuart Silverman—“in another league.”

Between the academic years 2006–07 and 2011–12, the  
number of USF students going abroad each year swelled by 
nearly 50 percent. Among their number in 2012, a record 18 
students earning Gilman Scholarships; in fact, only five other 
universities in America sent more Gilman Scholars abroad dur-
ing summer ’12 than the University of South Florida.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, the competitive 
and highly-prized awards of up to $5,000 are intended to 
better prepare U.S. students to assume significant roles in 
an increasingly global economy and interdependent world by 
promoting “non-traditional” study abroad destinations. Visa 
stamps in the passports of recent Gilman Scholars from USF 
include Bolivia, Chile, China, Japan, Malaysia, Peru, South 
Africa, and Thailand.

 “Learning about a different culture really opens your eyes to your own, 
as well. You may find small things that seem insignificant, just parts 
of who we are … until you have somebody ask you, ‘Why do you do 
that?’ Then you’re left thinking, ‘Why do we do that?’” 
Tina Danh, ’13, Gilman Scholar26

Africa Initiatives Group 

The Center for India Studies 

The Confucius Institute

The Institute for the Study  
of Latin America and the Caribbean

The Florida Linkage Institute

The Patel School of Global Sustainability

USF International Centers  
and Institutes

Along with their laptops, clothes, sheets and towels,  
and other necessities of college life, new students arriving  
at the University of South Florida these days are urged  
to bring another important item—their passports.
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At the Crossroads of the World

You’re Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s newest  
ambassador to the United States, in the country all 
of a week, and you want to get a sample of a lead-

ing public American research university. Where to? 
University of Maryland or University of Virginia—two 

institutions far more convenient to your embassy in 
Washington, D.C.? No. For Sir Peter Westmacott, the 
standout choice was the University of South Florida. He 

was among the dignitaries attending USF’s hosting of the 
2012 Florida Republican Presidential Candidate’s Debate, 

broadcast nationally with Brian Williams of NBC News. 
Sir Peter also requested a 90-minute exchange with USF 

students, who posed questions and voiced their opinions on 
a range of topics from higher education, tuition, and politics 

to Russian-EU relations and an oil embargo of Iran. In meet-
ings with President Judy Genshaft, Provost and Executive Vice 

President Ralph Wilcox, and Senior Vice President for Global 
Affairs and International Research Karen Holbrook, Sir Peter 

was briefed on USF’s global-leading programs in neurosciences, 
autoimmune diseases, sustainability, and veterans’ reintegration.



Husband-and-wife team Kenzo and Jane Koike, graduate 
students in USF’s Morsani College of Medicine, spent fall 
and spring semesters 2011–2012 in Peru volunteering 
with Doctors for Global Health.

And while the university continues to invest considerable resources to make its 
students and faculty feel more at home in the world at large, so, too, is it working 
hard to welcome a growing number of international visitors to its campus in Tampa.

“International students in our classrooms enhance the quality, relevance, and value 
of a USF education,” says Provost and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox, insist-
ing that such diversity is critically important for students to develop a global mindset.

Key to USF’s international recruitment efforts is a public–private partnership forged  
in 2010 with INTO University Partnerships, a United Kingdom-based organization 

focused on creating distinctive and exceptional study experiences for college students 
worldwide.

Already the affiliation—one of just three between INTO and U.S. universities—has done 
much to grow and diversify USF’s international population and at the same time raise the 
university’s global profile. In 2011–12, the INTO USF Center on campus was host to more 

than 600 students from 45 nations, a 17 percent increase over the Center’s enrollment 
during 2010–11 and a 16 percent margin above the program’s originally planned targets.

INTO USF’s achievements since its launch have not been limited solely to its success 
in attracting large numbers of international students, however. Enrollees in its academic 
“Pathways” and English language programs also have performed at considerably higher  

levels than first anticipated. More than 80 percent of those in the inaugural 2010–11  
cohort qualified for progression to USF degree programs, and an impressive 92 percent  
of those qualified students then chose to actually enroll at USF.

“Our international students have unique needs and they’re getting the message that USF is 
a place where they can succeed,” says Glen Besterfield, director of the INTO USF Center and 

associate professor of mechanical engineering. “The goal is to see our international recruits 
integrated into the broader university community, with additional support in getting them 
acclimated to the U.S. and to studying as full-time degree-seeking students. In years to come,  

we want more international students calling USF ‘home.’”

Surely there are easier ways to earn 
a master’s degree, but if you ask 
Colleen Naughton, none could  
be more rewarding than the  
Master’s International Peace 
Corps program at USF.

Initiated in 2009 under the direction of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Professor James Mihelcic, one of USF’s State of Florida 
21st Century World Class Scholars, the program begins with 
students spending one year of study on campus (concentrating 
heavily on language preparation) and continues with them serving 
two years in the Peace Corps helping solve real-world problems. 
It concludes with each receiving a master’s degree in civil and 
environmental engineering.

For Naughton, the experience of establishing safe and sustainable 
drinking water sources and building sanitation facilities in a remote 
village in Mali, West Africa, was life-changing in many ways. The 
projects she was involved in—digging wells, fixing and maintaining 
water pumps, setting up hand-washing stations—have significantly 

On the top of the world  
at the bottom of a well

James Mihelcic

lessened the risk to villagers of two pervasive and deadly health 
dangers in the region, diarrheal disease and malaria.

At the same time, her years in Mali have inspired a much greater 
appreciation for America, her family, friends, and USF.

“I know before I came to Mali, and even now, I can be a pretty 
big critic of America and our often-
times wasteful way of life,” Naughton 
reflects. “But I really am lucky to have 
been born in America, a country with 
not just abundant running water, 
electricity, and health care, but also an 
amazing education system.”
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What the Heart Remembers:
USF professors Jeanne Travers and Fanni Green collaborated on 
the original dance/theatre piece, “What the Heart Remembers: 
The Women and Children of Darfur,” which attempts to convey the 
experiences of families in the refugee camps left by decades of 
war and genocide in Sudan, scene of the continent’s longest civil 
war. In summer 2012, a large and dedicated company of theatre 
and dance students performed the work at the Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe in Scotland—the largest arts festival in the world—
having been nominated for an Amnesty International Freedom of 
Expression Award honoring performing arts that champion the right 
to speak freely.
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engagement & partnerships

USF’s Office of Community Engagement

Stampede of Service  
volunteers in 2012

aimed at creating “America’s Healthiest 
Hometown” was begun by USF Health 
in 2011 at The Villages, the world’s 
largest retirement community located 
in Sumter County

USF joins with Hillsborough County 
Public Schools to develop the Tampa Bay 
Educational Partnership (TBEP) promoting 

programming for area k-12 schools

is the size of the university’s 
new Center for Advanced  
Medical Learning and  
Simulation (CAMLS) in  
downtown Tampa

create globally competitive, relevant,
and distinctive academic programs
that address the changing needs of
the region, state, and nation
through innovative approaches to
curriculum development and delivery.

record
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a first
of its kind study
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From designing and implementing a program to promote self-esteem among 
young girls in a historically underserved neighborhood just a few miles south  
of campus in Tampa, to disassembling and rebuilding water pumps an ocean  
away in Mali, West Africa, USF students and faculty continue to bring credit  
to the university and its designation in 2006 by the Carnegie Foundation for  
the Advancement of Teaching as “community engaged.”
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 “Getting involved and being a part of a lot  
of organizations kind of opened the door  
for me so I could give back to the community  

and make Tampa Bay a better place.” 
Andre Pert, graduate student in Public Administration,  

on his involvement in USF’s annual Stampede of Service

In 2012, USF also earned a place on the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, in 
recognition of the nearly 50,000 hours of volunteer 
work contributed by students, faculty, and staff during 

the previous year.

While pleased by the Carnegie and presidential honors, 
University leadership maintains the objective of USF’s 
outreach is less about recognition and more about making 
a difference in the lives of students and those they touch, 

whether across the street or around the world.

“At USF, we emphasize community engagement and service 
as an important and meaningful part of our students’ 
education,” says President Judy Genshaft, mindful of the 

many studies indicating that students who participate in 
service-learning generally get better grades, are more likely to 
graduate, and become more involved citizens than those who do 

not have such experiences in college.

“Universities are at their best when they reach beyond campus 
boundaries and channel the energy, creativity, and knowledge 
of their students, faculty, and staff toward helping the larger 

community solve its most difficult problems,” she adds. “It is one 
of the university’s most important goals.”

USF establishes its Office of 
Community Engagement.

USF’s College of Medicine and Lehigh Valley 
Health Network announce an affiliation that will 

create a Health Care Leadership Track, a medical 
education curriculum to train a new generation 
of 21st century physician leaders.

USF joins forces with the Pat Tillman 
Foundation in support of its Tillman Military 

Scholars program, which provides educa-
tional scholarships for veterans and active 

service members and their dependents.

USF senior Zachary Turner com-
pletes his 4,000 mile bike ride to 

raise money to fight cancer as part 
of the national 4K for Cancer event.

MacDill Air Force Base partners with experts 
from the USF College of Business to streamline 

operations and potentially trigger one of the  
largest lean management transformations ever.

USF’s revolutionary Center for 
Advanced Medical Learning and 

Simulation (CAMLS) opens in 
downtown Tampa.

USF and Mote Marine Laboratory sign 
a landmark affiliation agreement pair-

ing two of the state’s leading research 
institutions in new science ventures. It will 

provide expanded learning programs and 
create economic development opportunities 

for the region and state.

The USF Power Center for Utility 
Explorations (PCUE), Tampa Electric 

Co. (TECO), and Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo 
announce a partnership to develop, design, 

and test a renewable solar energy system 
at the zoo to be funded, in part, by a grant 

from the Florida High Tech Corridor.

The David C. Anchin Center within USF’s College 
of Education is awarded a $5.9 million grant from 

the Florida Department of Education to devise 
professional development programs for Florida 

science and mathematics teachers.

The university’s PCUE and Progress Energy 
Florida are selected by Florida’s Energy  

and Climate Commission to build the largest 
and most comprehensive smart grid in  
the Southeast.

Florida Gov. Charlie Crist and Draper 
Laboratory CEO Jim Shields announce 

that Draper Laboratory Inc. will establish 
a research and development center at the 
University of South Florida in Tampa and 

a nearby Multichip Module center, creating 
165 new jobs.

The College of Education receives the Florida Department of 
Education’s Just Read Florida! Award and a $500,000 project 
grant to document and study improvements in reading skills.

Mechanical engineering major Marie Chenowith 
shakes hands with the future, otherwise known 

to NASA—where she completed an internship 
in robotics—as Robonaut 2, since installed 
on the International Space Station (ISS). 
“Without going there and witnessing it 
hands on, I would never have any idea 
of some of the things we use today 
that NASA is responsible for, like the 
flip phone and laptop technology,” 
she says.

So important that in 2009 USF established its Office 
of Community Engagement (OCE), which, in addition 
to working with departments and colleges to consider 
community engagement opportunities, submitting 
grant applications, and conducting fundraising to 
advance its mission, provides a single point-of-contact 
for community organizations seeking professional 
expertise and volunteer help.

The response has been “mixed,” in the sense that 
while the rush of groups presenting themselves as 
potential partners has multiplied the number of 
service-learning opportunities available to students 
and faculty, it also reflects the extent of need as 
nonprofit groups regionally, nationally, and globally 
continue to try to cope with the lingering financial 
impacts of the Great Recession. 

“We define our ‘community’ broadly. After 
all, USF students and faculty are engaged in 
research and learning all over the globe. But 
our primary focus is likely to [remain] our 
own very large ‘backyard’—the Tampa Bay 
community in which most of us live and 
work,” says Elizabeth Strom, associate 
professor of geography and OCE director. 
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while the rush of groups presenting themselves as 
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service-learning opportunities available to students 
and faculty, it also reflects the extent of need as 
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“We define our ‘community’ broadly. After 
all, USF students and faculty are engaged in 
research and learning all over the globe. But 
our primary focus is likely to [remain] our 
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community in which most of us live and 
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From designing and implementing a program to promote self-esteem among 
young girls in a historically underserved neighborhood just a few miles south  
of campus in Tampa, to disassembling and rebuilding water pumps an ocean  
away in Mali, West Africa, USF students and faculty continue to bring credit  
to the university and its designation in 2006 by the Carnegie Foundation for  
the Advancement of Teaching as “community engaged.”
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The new USF Center for Advanced Medical Learning and 
Simulation (CAMLS) combines simulation experience with 
education and research excellence to redefine healthcare 
for the future. Doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and  
other healthcare professionals from around the world  
can sharpen cognitive, behavioral, and technical  
competencies as individuals and teams. Engineers  
can fine-tune prototypes for new medical devices,  
and military medics can triage simulated trauma 
patients that graphically mimic soldiers seriously 
wounded in combat.

Integrating 90,000 square feet on three levels in downtown Tampa, the center features 
a multipurpose design allowing healthcare teams to move seamlessly from an 
interventional procedure to an open surgical procedure without changing suites,  
saving precious minutes. In its Surgical and Interventional Training Center (SITC), 
meanwhile, surgeons, interventional cardiologists, interventional radiologists, and 
residents learn how to perform robotic, computer-assisted, and image-guided 
surgeries. The SITC features the only hybrid catheterization lab in the world.

“CAMLS marks an important new chapter not just for USF Health and the Tampa 
Bay community, but also for how health education and evaluation are performed 
across America,” says Dr. Stephen Klasko, dean of USF’s Morsani College of 
Medicine and CEO of USF Health.

An important previous chapter in USF Health’s community outreach efforts 
occurred almost exactly one year before the debut of CAMLS, in spring 2011, 
when it was announced that the coalition of the College of Medicine, the 
Colleges of Nursing, Public Health, and Pharmacy, as well as the School of 
Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences, was joining forces with The 
Villages, a nearby senior residential development, to create “America’s 
Healthiest Hometown.”

Key to that initiative is a health needs assessment of each resident of The 
Villages—all 80,000 of them—making the first-of-its-kind undertaking 
also what’s thought to be the largest-ever study of a single concentrated 
elderly population.

The information Villagers provide to USF Health researchers will be 
available not only to individuals through a password-protected Internet 
portal, but also to their primary care physicians as an extra means 
of providing participants with data designed to help them lead 
healthier, happier, and longer lives.

“It’s an opportunity to improve the quality of life [for retirees],” 
says Dr. Les Miller, cardiovascular sciences chairman for the 
project and a leading advocate for personalized medicine. “We 
hope to bring new and innovative thoughts to The Villages to 
try and focus on issues that include cardiovascular health, 
neurological health and well-being, as well as cancer screening, 
to enhance the life and longevity of residents there. It’s truly 
beyond anything I have seen.”

 “This is an amazing university, and this facility will be 
on the map across the country and around the world. 
I have no doubt about that.” 
U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, 
on the opening of USF’s Center for Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation (CAMLS)

While taking an undergraduate service-learning  
course on Urban Life and Culture, Jeannese Castro, ’11, 
spent a significant portion of her time working with 
young students at Moses House in the Sulphur Springs 
neighborhood of Tampa, where she was raised. “It 
makes me really happy that I [could] give back to 
the community I grew up in,” Castro says.

Among the many examples of this transformative 
local-global approach—from both student and faculty 
perspectives—are Jeannese Castro, ’11, and Associate 

Professor of Anthropology David Himmelgreen.

Castro grew up in the economically disadvantaged Tampa 
neighborhood of Sulphur Springs and recently returned there—

as part of her undergraduate course Urban Life and Culture—to 
work at Moses House, a community-based not-for-profit organi-

zation providing cultural and educational programs and activities 
for at-risk children and youth from low-income families. Together 

with several classmates, she created the Moses Girls Program, a 
curriculum on girls’ health covering topics such as body image, 

healthy relationships, nutrition, stress, and peer pressure.

Once on the verge of dropping the course in order to “uncompli-
cate” her way toward graduation, Castro now credits the experience 
with influencing her decision to enroll as a graduate student in USF’s 

College of Public Health, where her concentration is on maternal and 
childhood health.

At roughly the same time that Castro was traveling the few miles 
back and forth from campus to Sulphur Springs, Himmelgreen was 
three hours removed from any major city, down “not entirely paved” 

roads, participating in a University of South Florida field school located 
in a rural area of the Tilarán mountain range in Costa Rica. For more 

than a decade, scores of USF students and faculty have rotated through 
the school, conducting research into the unintended consequences of 

global integration; in Himmelgreen’s case, the effects of the indigenous 
community’s diet transitioning from one of locally-produced food to 

expensive, imported junk food.

      The results of his research will add to our under- 
                 standing of the importance of food security in places  

          undergoing rapid economic transformation as a result  
            of global influences associated with tourism.
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“A business is only as good as the company it keeps, and the organizations we 
choose to partner with make a bold statement about our business values. We’re 

excited for this new opportunity to partner with USF and offer students intern-
ships and practical experience in sports and entertainment management in the 
‘living laboratory’ of Tampa Bay.” 

Jeff Vinik, chairman and governor of the NHL Tampa Bay Lightning, on the announcement of a new MBA program in sport  
and entertainment management at USF supported by the Tampa Bay Lightning and the Lightning Foundation

 “We’re busier than ever;  
we’re bursting at the seams.”

Eileen Rodriquez, regional director, Small Business Development Center at USF

Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at USF consultant Kurt Forster, left, in business 
suit, takes a paddle in St. Petersburg with Brody Welte, whose company, Stand Up Fitness, has 
consulted with the SBDC. Located inside the Tampa Port Authority building in the city’s downtown 
and offering a broad spectrum of no-cost business consulting and low-cost training services—
from accounting, business planning, and financing to taxes, technology transfer, and Web 
strategies—the center hosted nearly 6,300 people who attended 480 events held in 2011.  
Its certified business analysts met with another roughly 3,900 entrepreneurs and small busi-
ness owners seeking help increasing sales, reducing costs, winning government contracts, 
and/or expanding into international markets. According to its surveys, 309 center clients in 
2011 reported opening new businesses, while those with existing enterprises reported sales
revenues increased by $113.7 million from 2010. That was augmented by $23 million in new 
government contracts, helping account for 4,100 local jobs created or saved that year.

 “Community engagement” at USF also equates to partnerships 
with area business and industry. Favorably located within a 
large, vibrant, and culturally diverse metropolis well known 
internationally for tourism and trade—and, increasingly, for 
technology and entertainment—the university has pursued 
initiatives and programs that take best advantage of those 
assets. In the process, it has greatly expanded opportunities 
for students to gain real-world experience while adding to the 
economic vitality of the region, state, and nation.

 “USF represents an outstanding resource for Tampa Bay 
companies,” affirms Tom Trotter, vice president and general 
manager of Chromalloy Castings in Tampa, part of Chromalloy 
Gas Turbine LLC, a $1 billion global company involved in the 
manufacture and repair of close-tolerance steel and ceramic parts 
for gas turbine engines used primarily in military and commercial 
aerospace applications.

Since 2010, following a visit to the company’s Tampa plant by 
College of Engineering Dean John Wiencek, COE advisory board 

member Charlie Touchton, and USF Vice 
President of Economic Development Rick 

Baker (a former mayor of St. Petersburg), 
the College has channeled a steady stream of 

students into internships at Chromalloy, where 
they get practical, hands-on experience in 

quality engineering.

In return, Trotter says, the firm benefits from 
“fresh sets of eyes” that can provide new in-
sights on some of its production processes.

“We take our internship program very seriously,” 
he adds. “It is a great source of future employees.”
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And indeed, at least two USF engineering alumni have gone on to 
secure permanent positions with the company as a consequence 
of their internship experiences, helping—in Provost Ralph Wil-
cox’s words—to stem the “brain drain” that often occurs when 
bright and talented students leave the region or even the state 
because they can’t find suitable positions in the area economy 
after graduation.

Similar, if not substantially greater, results are 
expected from one of the university’s latest partner-
ships, this one a high-profile teaming of USF and 

Florida’s original National Hockey League (NHL) 
franchise, the Tampa Bay Lightning.

Launched in fall 2012 within the College of Business, a 
two-year MBA in Sport and Entertainment Management 

will offer students who aspire to careers in senior-level 
positions within sport and entertainment businesses the 
opportunity to work with and learn from some of the  

nation’s top faculty and sports industry leaders.

“Our region has been the host to the Super Bowl, the  
Stanley Cup, the World Series, and NCAA Tournaments,  

including [the 2012] ‘Frozen Four’ men’s hockey champion-
ship at the Tampa Bay Times Forum,” observes President 
Judy Genshaft. “This new partnership will help prepare  

students for careers in sport and entertainment management 
all over the world.”

Again, internships—with the Tampa Bay Lightning, partner 
firms, or other sport and entertainment businesses—will be a 

major component of that preparation. The Lightning Foundation 
is providing a grant to assist with student fellowships, actually 

required of all second-year participants, as well as program costs 
and faculty salaries.

“Going to school is one thing, but supplementing that with a real-
world experience, being part of a real professional sports franchise, I 

think it takes the program to another level,” says Jeff Vinik, chairman 
and governor of the Lightning.

To head up the effort, USF brought in Professor William A. Sutton, a 
respected academic in addition to being the founder and principal of Bill 

Sutton & Associates, a consulting firm specializing in strategic marketing 
and revenue enhancement for clients including not only the NHL, but also 

the NBA, WNBA, and Madison Square Garden (MSG) Sports.

He calls the new Lightning–USF partnership “the best one-two punch” in 
world-class higher education and major league family entertainment.

 “Over the past two decades the mission and purpose 
of the research university has shifted dramatically, 

from an isolated ivory tower to an engaged institution 
that partners with its communities to promote civic 
culture, drive economic development, and improve the 

quality of human life.”  
Eric Eisenberg, dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Jamie Grant is the first student to enroll in the new MBA in Sport and 
Entertainment Management program. Her dad, Steven Grant, a loyal 

USF alumnus, encouraged her to apply. She leaves a position in com-
munity relations with the National Basketball Association’s Atlanta 
Hawks and Philips Arena in Atlanta, convinced the opportunity will 

improve her chances to move into senior management in the  
corporate offices of the NBA or National Hockey League (NHL)—

her professional aspiration.
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environment & sustainability
Patel Center for Global Solutions 
and Interdisciplinary Sciences  
Building receive 

for Leadership in Engineering and 
Environmental Design (LEED)

have faculty members actively  
engaged in some manner of  
sustainability research

as ranked by Sierra magazine  
in 2012

A master of arts program in global 
sustainability, the first of its kind, was
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given to select schools for “unparalleled  
campus innovation and climate leadership”

The 2012 Second Nature
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The university’s many sustainability efforts, such as using air 
conditioner condensate instead of fresh water for ornamental 

fountains, has earned USF a “Gold” rating from the Association for 
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education.

Sustainability is not just a buzz-word 
at the University of South Florida.  
It’s a way of life, reflected in the 
classes that we teach, the research  
that we conduct, and, literally, the 
very building blocks of our campus.
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 and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox accepts the Second Nature Climate 
 Award from Second Nature co-founder and President Anthony Cortese at the fifth 

 Climate Leadership Summit of the American College & University Presidents’ Climate 
 in Washington, D.C. Nearly 700 institutions nationwide are signatories to the 

 pledging to promote sustainability through teaching and action. The award is 
 as the highest accolade for sustainability efforts in higher education.
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Students and faculty from USF 
join hundreds of other educational 
institutions, civic groups, and reli-

gious organizations in the “Focus 
the Nation” symposium on global 

warming, examining the dangers of 
climate change and ways to stop 

the deterioration of the environment.

Kira Barrera becomes 
USF’s first student to earn 

the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s 

Hollings Scholarship for 
environmental science.

 “They have shown tremendous creativity and an  
unrelenting commitment to integrate sustainable  
practices into their campus and society as a whole.” 

Anthony D. Cortese, president, Second Nature, on USF’s recognition with a 2012 Second Nature 
Climate Leadership Award for excellence in environmental action in higher education

Nobel Peace laureate and past U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 
Former U.N. Secretary General Kofi Anan. University 
of South Florida Professor of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy. These three share 
in common the distinction of being named to a new list of 
25 global water heroes compiled by Impeller magazine.

The online journal, a publication of worldwide water tech-
nology provider Xylem, compiled the list from thousands 
of names of people devoted to drawing attention to the 
world water crisis and solving water-related issues through 
research, policy making, and other efforts including public 
advocacy, journalism, and documentary filmmaking.

USF announces that the bee 
hive at its Botanical Gardens 

produced its first harvest of 
honey grown on campus.

A team of USF researchers reports that 
seawater in a vast and deep section of the 

northeastern Pacific Ocean shows signs of 
increased acidity due to manmade carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere—a phenomenon 

with far-reaching ecological effects.

USF named winner of 2012 
Second Nature Climate 

Leadership Award for 
excellence in environmental 
action and sustainability.

USF Postdoctoral Fellow Eric 
Montie produces the first MRI 

map of a sea lion’s brain.

The USF chapter of Engineers 
Without Borders travels to Mira-

mar in the Dominican Republic to 
begin the planning phases for a 
community water system that the 

students will help to build.

Francisco Blanquicet, a graduate 
student in USF’s Department of 

Computer Science and Engineering, 
earns an award from the Ethernet 
Alliance University Program for his 

suggestions for making the Internet 
greener and more cost-efficient.

A team of USF students and their 
faculty advisor receive a competitive 

$75,000 grant from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, part of the 

EPA’s prestigious People, Prosperity, 
and Planet Competition. The USF team 

is one of just six selected nationally to 
receive the annual award.

USF establishes 
its Office of  

Sustainability.

The State of Florida awards $8.75 million in research funding 
to USF as part of the newly created Florida Energy Systems 

Consortium. The funding is aimed at furthering the efforts of 
Florida’s university-based researchers to continue developing not 
only renewable energy systems—including energy from solar and 

biomass sources—but also to help Florida’s universities educate 
a future workforce for the renewable energy industry.

USF debuts its new “ConservaBull” program to 
promote energy and water savings by encourag-

ing friendly conservation competitions in campus 
residence halls. The program is the brainchild of 
USF Architecture and Community Design student 

Christopher Cox and is managed by the student 
group Emerging Green Builders.

President Judy Genshaft signs the 
American College & University Presi-
dents’ Climate Commitment, adding 

USF to the growing list of institutions 
pledged to enhancing sustainability 

efforts on campus as part of the fight 
against global climate change.

Since the initiation of our Strategic Plan 2007–2012, USF has seen 
the addition of its first two fully sustainable structures: the Dr. Kiran C. 
Patel Center for Global Solutions and the seven-story, 238,000- 
square-foot Interdisciplinary Sciences Building for physics, biology,  

and chemistry. Both opened only months apart in 2011 and each has 
earned coveted “Gold” Leadership in Engineering and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certification under the strict standards of the U.S. Green 

Building Council.

The university’s commitment to their eco-friendly design and construction 
also figured prominently in USF being honored with a 2012 Second 

Nature Climate Leadership Award. Given to select schools for “unparalleled 
campus innovation and climate leadership” on behalf of the nearly 700 
institutions endorsing the American College & University Presidents’ Climate 

Commitment, it is regarded as the highest accolade for sustainability efforts in 
higher education.

Also opened in 2011, the Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Building provides 238,000 square feet of classroom, 

laboratory, and office space for faculty and students 
in physics, biology, and chemistry. It, too, has earned 

LEED designation at the Gold level.

Vairavamoorthy, who joined USF in 2010 and serves as the 
director of the Patel School of Global Sustainability—which 
also houses the university’s Office of Sustainability—was 
cited by Impeller for his work in urban water systems around 
the world. With training in civil engineering and public 
health, he is the former scientific director of UNESCO’s 
innovative SWITCH (Sustainable Water Management 
Improves Tomorrow’s Cities’ Health) program, a 12-city 
international effort to confront the world water crisis in 
both modern and emerging cities with sustainable water 
and sanitation systems.

Vairavamoorthy now heads both USF’s water systems 
research program and its unique master’s program in 
global sustainability. He continues to travel the world 
to participate in high-level water policy discussions, 
such as international World Water Day conferences, 
even as he works to bring international water groups 
to the Tampa Bay region for collaboration in such 
projects as Resilient Tampa Bay, an effort to focus 
attention to the area’s needs in the face of climate 
change, sea-level rise, and urban flooding.

USF’s
water hero

Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy

Drs. Kiran C. and Pallavi Patel join with family members, USF 
President Judy Genshaft, Provost and Executive Vice President 

Ralph Wilcox, and other university leaders for the March 2011 
official ribbon-cutting celebrating the opening of the Patel Center 

for Global Solutions, the university’s first Leadership in Engineer-
ing and Environmental Design (LEED) “Gold” certified building 

and home to the Patel School of Global Sustainability.
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USF announces that it 
is creating the nation’s 

first School of Global 
Sustainability.

2.4.10
The National Geographic Channel 
features research about the 

Gulf of Mexico’s future done by 
researchers at USF’s College of 

Marine Science.  
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Florida’s university-based researchers to continue developing not 
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USF Architecture and Community Design student 
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group Emerging Green Builders.

President Judy Genshaft signs the 
American College & University Presi-
dents’ Climate Commitment, adding 
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pledged to enhancing sustainability 

efforts on campus as part of the fight 
against global climate change.

Since the initiation of our Strategic Plan 2007–2012, USF has seen 
the addition of its first two fully sustainable structures: the Dr. Kiran C. 
Patel Center for Global Solutions and the seven-story, 238,000- 
square-foot Interdisciplinary Sciences Building for physics, biology,  

and chemistry. Both opened only months apart in 2011 and each has 
earned coveted “Gold” Leadership in Engineering and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certification under the strict standards of the U.S. Green 

Building Council.

The university’s commitment to their eco-friendly design and construction 
also figured prominently in USF being honored with a 2012 Second 

Nature Climate Leadership Award. Given to select schools for “unparalleled 
campus innovation and climate leadership” on behalf of the nearly 700 
institutions endorsing the American College & University Presidents’ Climate 

Commitment, it is regarded as the highest accolade for sustainability efforts in 
higher education.

Also opened in 2011, the Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Building provides 238,000 square feet of classroom, 

laboratory, and office space for faculty and students 
in physics, biology, and chemistry. It, too, has earned 

LEED designation at the Gold level.

Vairavamoorthy, who joined USF in 2010 and serves as the 
director of the Patel School of Global Sustainability—which 
also houses the university’s Office of Sustainability—was 
cited by Impeller for his work in urban water systems around 
the world. With training in civil engineering and public 
health, he is the former scientific director of UNESCO’s 
innovative SWITCH (Sustainable Water Management 
Improves Tomorrow’s Cities’ Health) program, a 12-city 
international effort to confront the world water crisis in 
both modern and emerging cities with sustainable water 
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research program and its unique master’s program in 
global sustainability. He continues to travel the world 
to participate in high-level water policy discussions, 
such as international World Water Day conferences, 
even as he works to bring international water groups 
to the Tampa Bay region for collaboration in such 
projects as Resilient Tampa Bay, an effort to focus 
attention to the area’s needs in the face of climate 
change, sea-level rise, and urban flooding.
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The university’s many sustainability efforts, such as using air 
conditioner condensate instead of fresh water for ornamental 

fountains, has earned USF a “Gold” rating from the Association for 
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education.

Sustainability is not just a buzz-word 
at the University of South Florida.  
It’s a way of life, reflected in the 
classes that we teach, the research  
that we conduct, and, literally, the 
very building blocks of our campus.
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Provost and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox accepts the Second Nature Climate 
Leadership Award from Second Nature co-founder and President Anthony Cortese at the fifth 
annual Climate Leadership Summit of the American College & University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment in Washington, D.C. Nearly 700 institutions nationwide are signatories to the 
agreement, pledging to promote sustainability through teaching and action. The award is 
regarded as the highest accolade for sustainability efforts in higher education.
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Of course, it’s not just the buildings on campus but what 
occurs within them that propels USF’s flourishing reputation 
for excellence in effecting environmental change.

Of the 54 academic departments at USF, 38 have faculty 
members actively engaged in some manner of sustainability 
research. Across the curriculum, meanwhile, the university 
offers roughly 390 courses either sustainability-focused or 
sustainability-related, including classes in solar energy,  
water policy and management, intelligent transportation,  
and green technology.

And because environmental factors such as air pollution 
and rising sea levels are not constrained by marks on any 
map, USF has embraced the global reach of these issues by 
establishing the Patel School of Global Sustainability.

Located within the Patel Center and leveraging existing 
strengths in faculty expertise in global sustainability, the 
school seeks—through collaborative research, education, and 
community involvement—to generate new knowledge and 
innovations that will help cities around the world, including 
those in developing countries, reduce their ecological foot-
print while improving their form and function to make them 
healthier, more livable, and ecologically resilient.

It also serves as home for USF’s Master of Arts in 
Global Sustainability. Begun in 2010, the first-of-
its-kind program provides students with a com-
prehensive understanding of the concepts, tools, 
and skills of sustainability and green technology 
with focus areas including development, trans-
portation, energy, and sustainable enterprise. 
Students also have the opportunity to partici-
pate in internships with some of the largest 
and most respected organizations in the world 
dealing with complex regional, national, and 
global challenges related to sustainability 
and innovation.

“We are really preparing the next 
generation of sustainability leaders,”  
says Patel School Executive Director 
Professor Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy.

GET FREE SOLAR I ZEUS ATTACKS! I BIG-CAT BYWAYS I OUTINGS 2012: GO FAR

E x p l o r e ,  E n j o y ,  a n d  P r o t e c t  t h e  P l a n e t

MY LIFE AS A DUMPSTER DIVERThe secrets to survivingon nothing but trash

How our best colleges are saving the planet

T H E  M AG A Z I N E  O F  T H E  S I E R R A  C LU B

 “We’re a young university but we look far into the future, and 
no research is more important than that which focuses on the 
health of our environment. I believe that by working together 

through innovative research, we can make a tremendous  
positive impact on the environment of Florida and the world.” 

President Judy Genshaft

For the third year in a row, USF was named one of  
Sierra magazine’s “Coolest Schools” in 2012— 

vaulting up the rankings to #12 from #47 the year 
before. “We have invested considerable creative energy, 
human hours, and financial resources through the years 

to make USF a ‘greener’ campus,” says President Gen-
shaft. “From planting new trees on campus to removing 

all Styrofoam from the dining halls, USF is engaged in 
lessening its environmental impact and encouraging 

others to do the same.” 43
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athletics

Zak Boggs, a junior forward on the USF 
men’s soccer team, is named the 2008–09 
BIG EAST Male Scholar-Athlete of the Year, 

the first student-athlete in USF history to 
receive the honor, which is given annually to 
the top academic performer across all male 

sports in the BIG EAST Conference.

USF football player George Selvie is 
named a First Team All-America selec-

tion by the American Football Coaches 
Association for the second consecutive 

season, making him the first repeat  
All-America honoree in USF history.

The USF men’s tennis program 
wins the 2009 BIG EAST  

Tennis Championship.

Bulls football player Marcus Edwards is 
named to the BIG EAST All-Academic Football 

Team, becoming the first player in program 
history to achieve academic all-conference 
acclaim on four occasions.

The first sell-out crowd in USF 
history sees the Bulls football team 

defeat No. 5-ranked West Virginia 
in Raymond James Stadium.

Pam and Les Muma, USF alumni, civic leaders, and 
local philanthropists, donate $3 million as the lead 

gift toward construction of a basketball center for 
the men’s and women’s programs.

2.6.099.28.07 4.19.09
12.4.08 2.6.09
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in 2012 

The USF softball  
squad earns its  
first trip to the  

Women’s College

marked the Bulls’ 
first appearance in 
“the Big Dance”  
in two decades

The men’s 
basketball team’s 
advance into the

Zak Boggs, 2008–09
Francisco Aristeguieta, 2009–10

to have won

Victory in the 2010 Meineke 
Car Quest Bowl made the 
Bulls football team

straight  
bowl 
games

The USF Sun Dome plays 
host to the NCAA Women’s 

Basketball Final Four.

3.08
3.26.08

Women’s tennis, 2007
Men’s soccer, 2008
Men’s tennis, 2009
Women’s golf, 2012 
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Coach Stan Heath’s USF men’s basketball 
team defeats California 65-54 in the 

play-in game of the NCAA Championship 
Tournament to advance into the next round 
against Temple. It is the Bulls’ first appear-

ance in “the Big Dance” in two decades.

3.14.12

The women’s softball team defeats 
Hofstra 2-1 in Game 3 of the NCAA 

Super Regional to advance into the 
Women’s College World Series for the 

first time in program history.

5.26.12

The USF baseball team is 
awarded the 2008–09 BIG EAST 

Team Academic Excellence Award.

Eight USF student-athletes from football, 
men’s soccer, golf, track & field, and 

softball are named Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports 
Scholars in recognition of their excel-

lence in the classroom, on the athletic 
field, and in service to the community.

USF President Judy Genshaft is 
appointed to the NCAA Division 

I Board of Directors. Later, in 
August 2010, she is elected 
chairperson of the board,  

making history as the first 
woman to serve in the post.

7.9.09
5.7.09

45

USF names Skip Holtz as its 
new head football coach.

USF’s first-ever postseason national 
tournament title was secured by 

the women’s basketball team, which 
defeated the University of Kansas 

Jayhawks in the championship 
game of the 2009 Women’s National 

Invitational Tournament—in front of a  
crowd of 16,000-plus in the opponent’s 
home arena! It was the sweetest of  

endings for the Bulls, who despite a  
22–10 regular season record playing in  

the ultra-competitive BIG EAST, were 
denied an invitation to the NCAA Division I  

Championship Tournament. The team’s 
run through the WNIT field brought its final 

record to 27–10 and added five more W’s to 
the USF total of Head Coach Jose Fernandez, 

celebrating at right, with 189 victories now 
the winningest basketball coach (men’s or 
women’s) in USF history.

One of 11 finalists for USA Softball National Player of the Year honors, sophomore pitching sensation 
Sara Nevins was a major factor in the USF softball team’s advancing to the NCAA Women’s College 

World Series for the first time in program history in 2012. In 55 games, the Pinellas Park, Fla., native 
tossed three no-hitters, including back-to-back gems on consecutive days, and also recorded one 

perfect game en route to a 31–8 record (eighth best in the nation for wins). Her season ERA of 1.12 
ranked fourth nationally, and her 336 strikeouts was seventh best in the country.

Head Coach Stan Heath and the men’s basketball team celebrate hearing their selection for the 
2012 NCAA Division I Championship Tournament, the first time in 20 years that the Bulls received 
an invitation to “the Big Dance.” On the strength of a 19–12 regular season record, including 

a program best 12 victories in the BIG EAST Conference, the Bulls earned a #12 seed in the 
tournament and defeated the University of California (65-54) and Temple (58-44) before dropping 

a 62-56 decision to Ohio University to end their historic run. Despite the disappointment, BIG EAST 
Coach of the Year Heath says the future of USF men’s basketball is “extremely bright.”

The new USF baseball 
stadium and softball 

complex opens.

3.11.11
6.121.15.10
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campus

 “it’s about building and maintaining  
an environment that students really 
can take pride in and feel a part of in an 
engaged way. when students feel better, 
parents, faculty, donors, and alumni 
feel better about usf.”
Sandra Lovins, vice president, Administrative Services.

twice that of an IMAX screen

The resolution of the Advanced 
Visualization Center’s 16 monitors 
is more than

the size of its fitness area

Campus Recreation Center 

The acoustical “cloud” in the School 
of Music’s main concert hall weighs

46

recycled content in components of the  
Interdisciplinary Sciences Building

 

Patel Center for Global Solutions 
includes an underground

recycled water tank
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The seven-story Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
claims the title for tallest on campus. At 238,500 
square feet—including two 300-seat auditoriums, 
classrooms, and research labs for the physics, biology, 
and chemistry departments—it’s also the largest and one 
of the busiest, welcoming more than 15,000 students per 
semester, from undergraduate core curriculum to science 
majors and graduate students.

Opened in 2011, it also brings together more than 150 
interdisciplinary research scientists and 100 doctoral 
students collaborating on a variety of projects, such as 
finding a solution for antibiotic-resistant bacterial infections, 
creating clean and renewable energy, testing new preventions 

“Students have told us many times that what they want 
most, more than anything, are convenient study spaces 
available on their schedule,” says Garrison. “This project 
includes a high-tech expansion of our Learning Commons 
that meets their expressed needs 24 hours a day.”

With the input and endorsement of students, the USF 
Board of Trustees in 2009 implemented a Student 
Technology Fee to provide funds for just these kinds of 
investments, adds Garrison. 

The Library’s main floor lobby area also got a 
transformation during 2012, to accommodate a 
new Job Shop, where students can readily access 
information and resources for finding a job on 
campus or in the surrounding community. It 
augments the Career Corner situated in the nearby 
Starbucks and stocked with useful information on 
career options. Both areas are centrally located 
extensions of the Career Center.

interdisciplinary sciences building

 math, and research  
 (smart) lab

for Alzheimer’s disease, developing new cancer treatments 
through nanomedicine, and advancing the next generation 
of sensor technologies.

Constructed from a variety of sustainable resources in order 
to reduce its impact on the environment, it includes stain-
less steel handrails comprised of 80 percent post-industrial 
scrap. Acoustical ceiling tiles contain two-thirds recycled 
content. Multiple open plan areas provide outdoor views 
and plenty of natural light. Additional sustainable building 
practices ensure the highest standards of indoor air quality, 
helping to make the building the second on campus to be 
awarded the coveted LEED Gold rating for sustainability, 
following the Patel Center for Global Solutions.

A new collab-
orative learning lab 
carved out of the 

second floor of the Library greeted incoming and 
returning students in fall 2012. It includes more 
than 300 computer workstations and is geared 
toward improving student performance in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
related coursework. As with all interdisciplinary 
and student success initiatives at USF, the area’s 
resources are available to undergraduate and 
graduate students regardless of discipline.

The Library already is the most frequently visited 
location on campus, notes Dean Bill Garrison, who 
expects the second floor conversion to comple-
ment the “wildly popular” Learning Commons on 
the first level as another favorite meeting, sharing, 
and studying spot for students. He credits them 
for the changes.
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USF breaks ground on construction of a 
new Campus Recreation Center expan-

sion and the Southeast Student Dining 
Facility—now known as Champion’s 
Choice. The location is in front of Cam-

pus Recreation and the Sun Dome.

The new USF School of Music opens, 
showcasing soundproofed practice rooms, 

Steinway pianos, and much more.

The university unveils its new Advanced 
Visualization Center. Located in the Math/

Physics Building, it provides students and 
faculty with a new, high-definition, 3D tool 

for visualizing large amounts of data.
The USF Patel Center for 
Global Solutions opens.

The USF Board of Trustees approves 
an internal financing plan to renovate 

the Sun Dome to give it 30 more years 
of use as an academic, ceremonial, 
rental, and athletic facility without 

using any educational money.

Work begins on transforming the second floor of the 
Library into a new Science, Math, and Research 

Technology (SMART) Lab, including more than 300 
computer workstations and aimed at improving stu-

dent performance in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) related course work.

USF breaks ground on the new Pam 
and Les Muma Basketball Center.

Several USF robots break ground for the National 
Testbed for Safety, Security, and Rescue Tech-

nologies in the northwest part of the campus. The 
facility is the result of a cooperative agreement 
between the U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical 

Biological Center and USF.

USF announces a new name for the College of 
Visual & Performing Arts, retitling it the Col-

lege of The Arts to better reflect the College’s 
broadening reach of academic programs.

The College of Visual & Performing 
Arts announces the groundbreaking 

for a new School of Music building.

USF announces the formation  
of the College of Behavioral  

and Community Sciences.

USF dedicates its newest building, the C. W. Bill 
Young Hall. It will house the Joint Military Leadership 

Center and the university’s ROTC programs.

2.22.08
2.18.09 3.11.11

6.9.11
9.18.08

4.28.10

A major renovation in 1988–1990 included construction of the 
Special Events Center. In 1994, at the insistence of students, 
the facility on Crescent Hill was renamed in honor of Phyllis P. 
Marshall, its longtime director. It continued to serve the USF 
community until 2008, when it was razed and replaced by a 
brand-new Marshall Student Center.

Totaling some 233,000 square feet, today’s four-story facil-
ity—built just steps from the site of its predecessor—pro-
vides more than double the available space, encompassing 
restaurants, conference rooms, a computer lab, lounges, 
staff and student organization offices, as well as a 1,100-
seat ballroom, a 700-seat theater, and a soaring, 57-foot-
high central atrium that has become a popular place for 
hanging school banners that promote USF spirit and 
identity, and encourage student involvement.

And indeed, the spirit of the old student center lives 
on in the new, as workers reused more than 12 tons of 
crushed concrete from the demolished Special Events 
Center to create the new cornerstone of campus life.

Solar panels on the roof heat water for use in the building. 
Captured rainwater and condensation from the air conditioning 
system run part of the waste plumbing. Some of the new carpet 
used to be old carpets.
 
From the 30,000-gallon recycled water tank below ground to 
lighting systems that turn off automatically as occupants leave 
a room, the Ponikvar & Associates design is built to be efficient, 
respectful of strained natural resources, and a living-learning 
center in a “green” building. 
 
With Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation, 
Strategic Plan 2007–2012, the university has incorporated 
sustainable building practices into all of its facilities remodeling 
and construction, but the Patel Center represents a new era in 
rethinking how public spaces are created with an eye on better 
managing limited resources. It was awarded Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold status in 2011.
 
“This is a very important building that tangibly expresses the 
concept of sustainability and reflects the thrust of many of 
our global research, academic, and service programs that are 
housed in the Patel Building,” says Senior Vice President for 
Global Affairs and International Research Karen Holbrook. 

Housing the Kiran C. Patel Center for Global Solutions and the School of Global 
Sustainability, as well as programs for international students, classrooms, and 
large public meeting spaces, the 75,000-square-foot center opened in 2010 and 
includes countertops made of recycled steel shavings, glass, and resin.  

With construction of the School of Music, USF also made the 
commitment to become an All-Steinway School, meaning that from 
practice rooms to recital halls throughout the College of The Arts, 
only Steinway & Sons–designed pianos—each comprised of 12,000 
hand-crafted parts and taking up to a year to assemble—are in use.

“There is no question that having Steinway pianos on which 
our students can practice and perform will raise their level of 
performances,” said Professor of Piano Averill Summer at the time. 
“Having Steinways…will benefit the level of teaching, the level of 
playing, and the enjoyment of listeners.”

One of the most elegant and acoustically significant buildings 
in all of higher education, the new School of Music building 
opened in 2011 and immediately sent the message that 
music matters at USF.

The reverberation of every musical note produced by voices 
and all other instruments has been carefully taken into account 
down to the angle and texture of the walls and the soundproof-
ing to prevent competing sounds from clashing. The very air is 
processed in a way that won’t interfere with the sound of music.

The breathtaking main concert hall is the place where audiences 
connect with performers in the most formal of the various settings 
provided by the dynamic structure. It boasts acoustic designer 
Charles Bonner’s heaviest—at 30 tons—“cloud,” the signature 
ingredient in his sound control mix.

An adjustable acoustical ceiling reflector system seems to float above 
the stage, and every time one of the cloud’s white panels is adjusted, 
the air volume above the performers changes. When configured prop-
erly, it can essentially make a large hall sound like a small one, the kind 
of intimacy most desirable for small ensembles, soloists, chamber music, 
and small chorale groups such as USF’s Professional Choral Institute. 
The latter’s performance of Brahms’s German Requiem, recorded in the 
main concert hall, was nominated for a Grammy Award in 2012.

school of music

patel center for global solutions

A key part of USF’s initiatives to admit, 
transition, and progress students to graduation 
within four years is the policy requiring all 
first time in college (FTIC) students to live 
on campus. Research shows that students 
who get involved in campus life and engage in 
educationally purposeful activities succeed and 
graduate in a timely fashion, and at higher rates.

To facilitate those goals, the university in 2009 
opened the Juniper-Poplar Hall residence complex, 
equipped with 1,050 beds and set up to create 
unique living-learning communities. Three state-
of-the-art “smart” classrooms share common space 
with an in-house dining hall accommodating 350, a 
convenience store, a Starbucks, and the Smokehouse 
BBQ To Go restaurant.

The largest residence hall on campus with seven floors, it 
has operated at capacity since day one.

juniper-poplar residences

marshall student center
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USF’s first student union building, originally called the University Center, was built in 1959 as one of the five 
buildings on the new Tampa campus that opened to students in 1960.

The new USF Marshall Student 
Center is dedicated.

4.15.09

USF announces that it will begin 
construction on a “Campus Recreation 

Center Expansion” and the “Southeast 
Student Dining Facility.”

3.31.11
3.3.101.29.09 2.22.10 5.18.12

5.2.1211.2.07
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USF breaks ground on construction of a 
new Campus Recreation Center expan-

sion and the Southeast Student Dining 
Facility—now known as Champion’s 
Choice. The location is in front of Cam-

pus Recreation and the Sun Dome.

The new USF School of Music opens, 
showcasing soundproofed practice rooms, 

Steinway pianos, and much more.

The university unveils its new Advanced 
Visualization Center. Located in the Math/

Physics Building, it provides students and 
faculty with a new, high-definition, 3D tool 

for visualizing large amounts of data.
The USF Patel Center for 
Global Solutions opens.

The USF Board of Trustees approves 
an internal financing plan to renovate 

the Sun Dome to give it 30 more years 
of use as an academic, ceremonial, 
rental, and athletic facility without 

using any educational money.

Work begins on transforming the second floor of the 
Library into a new Science, Math, and Research 

Technology (SMART) Lab, including more than 300 
computer workstations and aimed at improving stu-
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A major renovation in 1988–1990 included construction of the 
Special Events Center. In 1994, at the insistence of students, 
the facility on Crescent Hill was renamed in honor of Phyllis P. 
Marshall, its longtime director. It continued to serve the USF 
community until 2008, when it was razed and replaced by a 
brand-new Marshall Student Center.

Totaling some 233,000 square feet, today’s four-story facil-
ity—built just steps from the site of its predecessor—pro-
vides more than double the available space, encompassing 
restaurants, conference rooms, a computer lab, lounges, 
staff and student organization offices, as well as a 1,100-
seat ballroom, a 700-seat theater, and a soaring, 57-foot-
high central atrium that has become a popular place for 
hanging school banners that promote USF spirit and 
identity, and encourage student involvement.

And indeed, the spirit of the old student center lives 
on in the new, as workers reused more than 12 tons of 
crushed concrete from the demolished Special Events 
Center to create the new cornerstone of campus life.

Solar panels on the roof heat water for use in the building. 
Captured rainwater and condensation from the air conditioning 
system run part of the waste plumbing. Some of the new carpet 
used to be old carpets.
 
From the 30,000-gallon recycled water tank below ground to 
lighting systems that turn off automatically as occupants leave 
a room, the Ponikvar & Associates design is built to be efficient, 
respectful of strained natural resources, and a living-learning 
center in a “green” building. 
 
With Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation, 
Strategic Plan 2007–2012, the university has incorporated 
sustainable building practices into all of its facilities remodeling 
and construction, but the Patel Center represents a new era in 
rethinking how public spaces are created with an eye on better 
managing limited resources. It was awarded Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold status in 2011.
 
“This is a very important building that tangibly expresses the 
concept of sustainability and reflects the thrust of many of 
our global research, academic, and service programs that are 
housed in the Patel Building,” says Senior Vice President for 
Global Affairs and International Research Karen Holbrook. 

Housing the Kiran C. Patel Center for Global Solutions and the School of Global 
Sustainability, as well as programs for international students, classrooms, and 
large public meeting spaces, the 75,000-square-foot center opened in 2010 and 
includes countertops made of recycled steel shavings, glass, and resin.  

With construction of the School of Music, USF also made the 
commitment to become an All-Steinway School, meaning that from 
practice rooms to recital halls throughout the College of The Arts, 
only Steinway & Sons–designed pianos—each comprised of 12,000 
hand-crafted parts and taking up to a year to assemble—are in use.

“There is no question that having Steinway pianos on which 
our students can practice and perform will raise their level of 
performances,” said Professor of Piano Averill Summer at the time. 
“Having Steinways…will benefit the level of teaching, the level of 
playing, and the enjoyment of listeners.”

One of the most elegant and acoustically significant buildings 
in all of higher education, the new School of Music building 
opened in 2011 and immediately sent the message that 
music matters at USF.

The reverberation of every musical note produced by voices 
and all other instruments has been carefully taken into account 
down to the angle and texture of the walls and the soundproof-
ing to prevent competing sounds from clashing. The very air is 
processed in a way that won’t interfere with the sound of music.

The breathtaking main concert hall is the place where audiences 
connect with performers in the most formal of the various settings 
provided by the dynamic structure. It boasts acoustic designer 
Charles Bonner’s heaviest—at 30 tons—“cloud,” the signature 
ingredient in his sound control mix.

An adjustable acoustical ceiling reflector system seems to float above 
the stage, and every time one of the cloud’s white panels is adjusted, 
the air volume above the performers changes. When configured prop-
erly, it can essentially make a large hall sound like a small one, the kind 
of intimacy most desirable for small ensembles, soloists, chamber music, 
and small chorale groups such as USF’s Professional Choral Institute. 
The latter’s performance of Brahms’s German Requiem, recorded in the 
main concert hall, was nominated for a Grammy Award in 2012.
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A key part of USF’s initiatives to admit, 
transition, and progress students to graduation 
within four years is the policy requiring all 
first time in college (FTIC) students to live 
on campus. Research shows that students 
who get involved in campus life and engage in 
educationally purposeful activities succeed and 
graduate in a timely fashion, and at higher rates.

To facilitate those goals, the university in 2009 
opened the Juniper-Poplar Hall residence complex, 
equipped with 1,050 beds and set up to create 
unique living-learning communities. Three state-
of-the-art “smart” classrooms share common space 
with an in-house dining hall accommodating 350, a 
convenience store, a Starbucks, and the Smokehouse 
BBQ To Go restaurant.

The largest residence hall on campus with seven floors, it 
has operated at capacity since day one.
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USF’s first student union building, originally called the University Center, was built in 1959 as one of the five 
buildings on the new Tampa campus that opened to students in 1960.

The new USF Marshall Student 
Center is dedicated.
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The seven-story Interdisciplinary Sciences Building 
claims the title for tallest on campus. At 238,500 
square feet—including two 300-seat auditoriums, 
classrooms, and research labs for the physics, biology, 
and chemistry departments—it’s also the largest and one 
of the busiest, welcoming more than 15,000 students per 
semester, from undergraduate core curriculum to science 
majors and graduate students.

Opened in 2011, it also brings together more than 150 
interdisciplinary research scientists and 100 doctoral 
students collaborating on a variety of projects, such as 
finding a solution for antibiotic-resistant bacterial infections, 
creating clean and renewable energy, testing new preventions 

“Students have told us many times that what they want 
most, more than anything, are convenient study spaces 
available on their schedule,” says Garrison. “This project 
includes a high-tech expansion of our Learning Commons 
that meets their expressed needs 24 hours a day.”

With the input and endorsement of students, the USF 
Board of Trustees in 2009 implemented a Student 
Technology Fee to provide funds for just these kinds of 
investments, adds Garrison. 

The Library’s main floor lobby area also got a 
transformation during 2012, to accommodate a 
new Job Shop, where students can readily access 
information and resources for finding a job on 
campus or in the surrounding community. It 
augments the Career Corner situated in the nearby 
Starbucks and stocked with useful information on 
career options. Both areas are centrally located 
extensions of the Career Center.

interdisciplinary sciences building

science, math, and research  
technology (smart) lab

for Alzheimer’s disease, developing new cancer treatments 
through nanomedicine, and advancing the next generation 
of sensor technologies.

Constructed from a variety of sustainable resources in order 
to reduce its impact on the environment, it includes stain-
less steel handrails comprised of 80 percent post-industrial 
scrap. Acoustical ceiling tiles contain two-thirds recycled 
content. Multiple open plan areas provide outdoor views 
and plenty of natural light. Additional sustainable building 
practices ensure the highest standards of indoor air quality, 
helping to make the building the second on campus to be 
awarded the coveted LEED Gold rating for sustainability, 
following the Patel Center for Global Solutions.

A new collab-
orative learning lab 
carved out of the 

second floor of the Library greeted incoming and 
returning students in fall 2012. It includes more 
than 300 computer workstations and is geared 
toward improving student performance in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
related coursework. As with all interdisciplinary 
and student success initiatives at USF, the area’s 
resources are available to undergraduate and 
graduate students regardless of discipline.

The Library already is the most frequently visited 
location on campus, notes Dean Bill Garrison, who 
expects the second floor conversion to comple-
ment the “wildly popular” Learning Commons on 
the first level as another favorite meeting, sharing, 
and studying spot for students. He credits them 
for the changes.
 50
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Users of USF’s Campus Recreation Center have been enjoying improved facilities 
since June 2011 and the completion of an 18-month makeover. The center gets 
more than half a million visits annually from students, faculty, and staff.

The Rec Center’s fitness area tripled in size to 21,000 square feet, needed  
to accommodate $1.2 million worth of new strength, conditioning, and  
cardio machines.

A new gymnasium features two full basketball courts adaptable for multiple 
sports including badminton, volleyball, and dodgeball. Above, runners  
can escape the Florida sun by using the suspended, three-lane rubberized  
running track.

The new additions include a 3,000-square-foot room with cushioned wooden floors and an 
instructor’s stage for large group fitness classes. The center now provides seven fitness rooms for 
activities from kickboxing and spinning to yoga and Zumba, while plentiful interactive television 
screens and full WiFi coverage keep students up to speed while they’re working up a sweat.

Another recent project enabled by the Student Technology Fee is the  
Advanced Visualization Center (AVC) in the Math/Physics Building— 
the only facility of its kind in the state.

Sixteen high-resolution stereoscopic 3D monitors with a screen resolution 
of over 20 million pixels, double the resolution of an IMAX screen, cover 
an entire wall. With them, students and faculty can create stunning visuals 
of large volume data files for lectures, presentations, and projects. Photo-
graphs, digital scans, illustrations, film footage, simulations, infographics, 
and other historical, statistical, and interactive media take on new interpre-
tative power with the AVC.

Already, students and faculty have created 3D virtual replicas of important 
archeology and anthropology sites. Another group has produced a fly-
through of a cell, taking viewers on a journey in, out, and around one of  
the fundamental building blocks of life.

“Visualization is an integral part of scientific research, as it allows us to 
gain new insights and share our discoveries” in new ways, says Howard 
Kaplan, visualization specialist. “Our students have expressed a lot of ex-
citement at the hands-on experience with 3D animation and visualization.”

recreation center

advanced visualization center
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Making a Difference for Students and Faculty
In the case of support for students, the Campaign raised 
$66 million to create endowed and operating scholarships 
since its inception. Scholarship funding has been secured 
for need-based and merit-based awards, as well as Passport 
Scholarships promoting and facilitating education abroad. 
USF faculty also have benefitted from the USF: Unstoppable 
Campaign, with more than $35 million raised for endowed 
chairs and professorships. 

The USF Federal Credit Union established scholarships, too, 
for College of Medicine students, and another scholarship 
fund for students seeking education abroad experiences. In so 
doing, USFFCU further strengthened a relationship that began 
with the university’s founding.

Looking beyond scholarships, one USF benefactor, Agilent 
Technologies Inc., ensured that USF electrical engineering 
students are using the latest Advanced Design System 
software. This software gift, valued in the tens of millions 
of dollars, has greatly strengthened both the abilities of 
our students and the value of their degrees. The impact of 
this relationship, established during the USF: Unstoppable 
Campaign, will be felt for generations. 

Making a Difference Here at Home and Around the Globe
One of the founding gifts of the USF: Unstoppable Campaign came from 
Drs. Kiran C. and Pallavi Patel. Their gift to establish the Patel Center 
for Global Solutions is already beginning to create positive reverberations 
around the world. The Patel Center is focused on sustainability and 
creating new, more affordable, and effective ways to provide the world’s 
population with clean water. 

philanthropy

In October of 2009, the University of South Florida Foundation publicly launched the most 
ambitious fundraising campaign in its history, the $600 million USF: Unstoppable Cam-
paign. With nearly $550 million raised as of summer 2012, the impact of this campaign on 

the University of South Florida will be felt for decades to come.

The priorities and strength of the USF: Unstoppable Campaign reflect the dynamic growth 
experienced by the University of South Florida, a robust institution that has influenced the 

success of the single largest fundraising effort in Tampa Bay’s history. As the Campaign has 
continued, many corporations, foundations, and individual benefactors have stepped forward to 

support the continuing mission of the university.

The ongoing Campaign is built upon five pillars that express the overarching goals of USF’s 
strategic planning document for the period of 2007–2012. These five pillars are: Faculty and 
Students, Interdisciplinary Research, Global and Community Impact, USF Health, and Athletics. 

Drs. Pallavi and Kiran C. Patel look on during the March 2011 program marking the official opening of the 
Patel Center for Global Solutions, home to USF’s international and sustainability programs. Designed to 
represent the university’s global role in solving difficult issues, particularly as they involve the environ-
ment and natural resources, the center is USF’s first fully-constructed sustainable building and the 
first to receive Leadership in Engineering and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certification under 
the strict standards of the U.S. Green Building Council.

52

Closer to home, a gift from the Bernard Osher Foundation has 
provided new hope for nontraditional learners who have overcome 
tremendous challenges to seek a college degree. Already, dozens 
of Tampa Bay residents have benefitted from the new Reentry 
Scholarship Program, putting within reach their dreams of a 
brighter tomorrow. 

Funding Research, Investing in the Future
The USF: Unstoppable Campaign has dramatically changed the 
academic landscape at USF. To date, more than $273 million 
has been raised for academic program support. These gifts help 
to fuel a booming research enterprise, providing students and 
faculty with new resources and the latest technology.

A USF: Unstoppable Campaign gift to the Gus Stavros Center 
for Free Enterprise and Economic Education in the USF College 
of Education established the BB&T Academy of Free Enterprise 
Education. Among the new academy’s many goals is enhancing 
the research capabilities of the Center and producing new K-12 
curricula in this crucial 21st-century academic area.

The Patterson Foundation also made an unstoppable impact on 
research with a transformational gift that led to the creation of 
the Bringing Science Home Program within USF Health. This 
unique program will both research the ways in which adolescents 
cope with Type I diabetes and provide help in making their lives 
better.

Transforming Healthcare
The USF: Unstoppable Campaign has been and continues to be 
an integral facet of the ongoing transformation of USF Health. 
Total giving to USF Health has surpassed $160 million, led 
by the remarkable generosity of Carol and Frank Morsani. The 
Morsanis continued a lifetime of philanthropic support for USF 
Health by making an amazing $20 million gift to the College of 
Medicine in 2012. The newly christened USF Morsani College of 
Medicine will relocate to a new state-of-the-art campus facility 
made possible by the generosity of the Morsani family. The new 
building will be the second in the USF Health Campus built 
due to the Morsanis’ philanthropy, joining the Carol and Frank 
Morsani Center for Advanced Healthcare. 

The Morsani College of Medicine is focused on developing a 
different kind of doctor. Helping achieve this goal is a Campaign 
gift from the Lehigh Valley Network, which created the Scholarly 
Excellence, Leadership Experiences, Collaborative Training (SE-
LECT) program focused on developing emotional intelligence and 
rewarding students who promise to lead change in patient care.

Winning Championships and Developing Champions
The USF Athletics District has undergone a revolutionary rede-
velopment during the course of the USF: Unstoppable Campaign, 
with more than $37 million raised to support USF’s athletics 
enterprise. With new facilities dotting the landscape, the Bulls 
live, learn, and perform in an environment that is second to none. 
The results show on the field, on the court, and in the classroom, 
where USF Bulls have excelled. 

BIG EAST championships in men’s soccer, men’s and women’s ten-
nis, and women’s golf, along with an NCAA Tournament appearance 
for men’s basketball and a trip to the Women’s College World Series 
for the Bulls softball team are all highlights of the past five years. 
Each team has enjoyed new practice and playing facilities thanks 
in part to individual acts of generosity during the USF: Unstoppable 
Campaign.

Still Unstoppable
The USF: Unstoppable Campaign’s impact on the university is 
measurable and undeniable. And it’s not finished yet. Under 
the capable leadership of Campaign Chair Les Muma, the USF 
Foundation will continue the campaign through the 2012–2013 
fiscal year. When we gather then to measure the overall success 
of the Campaign, it will be to celebrate the greatest philanthropic 
achievement in USF Foundation history.

USF: Unstoppable Campaign Chair Les Muma, accompanied by his wife, Pam, gets some 
good natured “ribbing” from Rocky D. Bull at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Pam and 

Les Muma Basketball Center in March 2010.  The Mumas donated $3 million as the lead gift 
for construction of the 50,000-square-foot facility, which includes two practice courts, a 

joint weight room for both basketball programs, separate training rooms for women and men, 
coaches’ offices, and player locker rooms and lounges.

Frank and Carol Morsani enjoy a lighthearted moment with USF President Judy Genshaft at the  
announcement of their latest gift of $20 million to name the Morsani College of Medicine in  
December 2011. “Carol and Frank Morsani have given us a fantastic opportunity to shape  
healthcare in the Tampa Bay region and beyond,” said Genshaft, noting that the couple’s  

most recent donation brings to some $37 million the total they have contributed to USF.
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performance metrics

these important recognitions help 
enhance usf’s national reputation 
through acknowledging the high caliber  
of scholarly achievements so 
characteristic of a major research university.”
Provost and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox

in 2006; it has remained in this 
elite category of 73 public univer-
sities ever since

USF was classified by the  
Carnegie Foundation for the  
Advancement of Teaching as a

research university
very high 
research activity

USF earns a place among The 
Princeton Review’s Best 376 
Colleges, 2007–2012

in a row

USF was named 
one of the nation’s 

public universities by U.S. 
News & World Report in 2012

U.S. News & World Report names 
USF’s graduate programs in  
Education and Engineering to its 

of the nation’s best online programs
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according to U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2012 rankings of America’s 
Best Graduate Schools

industrial and organizational psychology—8th
fine arts: printmaking—20th

public health—21st
criminology—22nd

audiology—24th
library & information sciences—29th

rehabilitation counseling—30th
speech-language pathology—46th

industrial engineering—50th

in Criminology, Communication  
Sciences, and  
Aging Studies in the

nationally

The Chronicle  
of Higher  
Education reports
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           usf  
doctoral
programs

The Princeton Review 
and Entrepreneur magazine 
ranked USF’s

in 2011

 leadership has consistently received high marks from Moody’s and Standard 
 for its strategic and disciplined financial management. Our AA–Stable 
 credit rating not only reflects strengths in student demand, our balance 

 and various metrics, but also confidence in senior management to success-
 steer us through interim challenges on the road to greater achievement.

 education and general revenues
2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

(GR & Lottery) $238,733,135 $218,374,574 $194,273,508 $201,321,699 $179,705,595
(GR & Lottery) $7,874,087 $13,358,066 $1,277,889 $1,800,823 $2,093,064

(Resident & Non-Resident) $93,427,618 $93,118,003 $97,239,652 $105,703,520 $111,166,022 
$0 $2,626,024 $6,711,769 $12,477,422 $18,204,433

(Includes Misc. Fees & Fines) $3,848,306 $3,838,564 $3,409,948 $3,053,368 $3,557,333
$7,268,856 $7,287,963 $7,304,684 $0 $0

$0 $0 $15,145,041 $14,491,582 $0
$351,152,002 $338,603,194 $325,362,491 $338,848,414 $314,726,457

 education and general expenditures
2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

$211,445,741 $195,633,873 210,298,415  $216,495,768 $211,416,626 
$1,193,341 $1,024,089 $968,072 $721,815 $737,185 

$33,466,687 $31,870,980 $29,960,884 $29,586,468 $29,994,233

$861,952 $815,056 $892,242 $890,441 $945,516
$12,096,969 $11,945,995 $11,694,131 $11,219,137 $11,515,832

$740,451 $729,951 $640,699 $702,092 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$18,631,075 $17,967,815 $17,871,933 $17,063,333 $13,879,832
$513,486 $352,411 $356,213 $358,192 $368,234

 Infrastructure Support Organization $0 $0 $0 $181,684 $138,056
$293,192,165 $281,135,309 $288,420,297 $295,421,270 $288,039,906

 funding per full-time equivalent (fte) student
2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

$7,614 $6,951 $5,660 $5,708 $5,077
$742 $934 $821 $905 $1,014

$3,297 $3,388 $3,558 $4,089 $4,453
$0 $0 $744 $474 $0

$11,653 $11,273 $10,783 $11,175 $10,544

$3,297 $3,388 $3,558 $3,963 $4,453
$11,653 $11,273 $10,783 $11,049 $10,544

 or FTE; (3) FTE for these metrics  

 total revenues and expenditures
2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

$351,152,002 $338,603,194 $325,362,491 $338,848,414 $317,054,736
$293,192,165 $281,135,309 $288,420,297 $295,421,274 $288,039,906

financial summary

The University’s 
Moody’s rating over time:
2006–07: a1
2007–08: aa3
2008–09: aa2
2009–10: aa2
2010–11: aa2

131521_FoldOuts.indd   14 8/29/12   8:22 PM



Total R&D Expenditures
In millions of dollars, 2010
Source: National Science Foundation

Federal R&D Expenditures
In millions of dollars, 2010

Source: National Science Foundation
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according to U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2012 rankings of America’s 
Best Graduate Schools

industrial and organizational psychology—8th
fine arts: printmaking—20th

public health—21st
criminology—22nd

audiology—24th
library & information sciences—29th

rehabilitation counseling—30th
speech-language pathology—46th

industrial engineering—50th

in Criminology, Communication  
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USF leadership has consistently received high marks from Moody’s and Standard 
& Poor’s for its strategic and disciplined financial management. Our AA–Stable 
Outlook credit rating not only reflects strengths in student demand, our balance 
sheet, and various metrics, but also confidence in senior management to success-
fully steer us through interim challenges on the road to greater achievement.

university education and general revenues
 2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

Recurring State Funds (GR & Lottery) $238,733,135 $218,374,574 $194,273,508 $201,321,699 $179,705,595
Non-Recurring State Funds (GR & Lottery) $7,874,087 $13,358,066 $1,277,889 $1,800,823 $2,093,064
Tuition (Resident & Non-Resident) $93,427,618 $93,118,003 $97,239,652 $105,703,520 $111,166,022 
Tuition Differential Fee $0 $2,626,024 $6,711,769 $12,477,422 $18,204,433
Other Revenues (Includes Misc. Fees & Fines) $3,848,306 $3,838,564 $3,409,948 $3,053,368 $3,557,333
Phosphate Research Trust Fund $7,268,856 $7,287,963 $7,304,684 $0 $0
Federal Stimulus Funds $0 $0 $15,145,041 $14,491,582 $0
TOTAL $351,152,002 $338,603,194 $325,362,491 $338,848,414 $314,726,457

Total recurring state funding (GR & Lottery) does not include revenue transfers between USF Tampa and USF Health.   
Therefore the recurring state funds are understated by $2.3M.

university education and general expenditures
 2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

Instruction/Research $211,445,741 $195,633,873 210,298,415  $216,495,768 $211,416,626 
Institutes and Research Centers $1,193,341 $1,024,089 $968,072 $721,815 $737,185 
PO&M $33,466,687 $31,870,980 $29,960,884 $29,586,468 $29,994,233
Administration and Support Services $14,242,463 $20,795,141 $15,737,708 $18,202,340 $19,044,393
Radio/TV $861,952 $815,056 $892,242 $890,441 $945,516
Library/Audio Visual $12,096,969 $11,945,995 $11,694,131 $11,219,137 $11,515,832
Museums and Galleries $740,451 $729,951 $640,699 $702,092 $0
Agricultural Extension $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Student Services $18,631,075 $17,967,815 $17,871,933 $17,063,333 $13,879,832
Intercollegiate Athletics $513,486 $352,411 $356,213 $358,192 $368,234
Academic Infrastructure Support Organization $0 $0 $0 $181,684 $138,056
TOTAL $293,192,165 $281,135,309 $288,420,297 $295,421,270 $288,039,906

The table reports the actual and estimated amount of expenditures from revenues appropriated by the Legislature for each fiscal year.  
The expenditures are classified by Program Component (i.e., Instruction/Research, PO&M, Administration, etc.) for activities directly  
related to instruction, research and public service. The table does not include expenditures classified as non-operating expenditures  
(i.e., to service asset-related debts), and therefore excludes a small portion of the amount appropriated each year by the Legislature.   
Also, the table does not include expenditures from funds carried forward from previous years.

state funding per full-time equivalent (fte) student
 2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

Appropriated Funding per FTE 
General Revenue per FTE $7,614 $6,951 $5,660 $5,708 $5,077
Lottery Funds per FTE $742 $934 $821 $905 $1,014
Tuition & Fees per FTE $3,297 $3,388 $3,558 $4,089 $4,453
Other Trust Funds per FTE $0 $0 $744 $474 $0
Total per FTE $11,653 $11,273 $10,783 $11,175 $10,544
Actual Funding per FTE 
Tuition & Fees per FTE $3,297 $3,388 $3,558 $3,963 $4,453
Total per FTE $11,653 $11,273 $10,783 $11,049 $10,544

Notes: (1) FTE is based on actual FTE, not funded FTE; (2) does not include Health-Science Center funds or FTE; (3) FTE for these metrics  
uses the standard IPEDS definition of FTE, equal to 30 credit hours for undergraduates and 24 for graduates; and (4) actual funding  
per student is based on actual tuition and E&G fees (does not include local fees) collected.

university total revenues and expenditures
 2007–08 Actual 2008–09 Actual 2009–10 Actual 2010–11 Actual 2011–12 Actual

Total Revenues $351,152,002 $338,603,194 $325,362,491 $338,848,414 $317,054,736
Total Expenditures $293,192,165 $281,135,309 $288,420,297 $295,421,274 $288,039,906

financial summary
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The University’s 
Moody’s rating over time:
2006–07: a1
2007–08: aa3
2008–09: aa2
2009–10: aa2
2010–11: aa2
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The University of South Florida 
is a high-impact, global research 
university dedicated to student 
success. USF is classified by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching in the 
top tier of research universities, 
a distinction attained by only 
2.2 percent of all institutions of 
higher education, and ranks 50th 
in the nation for federal and total 
expenditures in research among  
all U.S. universities, public or  
private, according to the National 
Science Foundation.

The University of South Florida 
is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) Commission on Colleges 
to award baccalaureate, master’s, 
doctoral, and professional degrees, 
with the most recent affirmation of 
that accreditation occurring in 2005.
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Despite the economic uncertainty and 
its continuing transformation of public 

higher education, our leading objective was 
constant—ensuring our students’ success. 

Intellectual talent is our primary asset, and 
we remain committed to recruiting, support-

ing, and retaining the best, brightest, and most 
creative minds from around the world.

Again, review the results: A rare double distinction for very high research activity and intense 
community engagement. A growing reputation as an “Up-and-Coming” university and an 
international destination for global discussions on the economy, the environment, energy, and 
other important issues. Expanded educational partnerships with neighbors near and far. Swelling 
participation in study abroad. Increasing numbers of students receiving top-tier scholarships. More 
competitive and successful graduates—and more of them than ever before–all while educating a 

most diverse socioeconomic cross section of our society. 

It’s all come about because of strong and visionary leadership, thoughtful planning, the disciplined 
pursuit of our goals, and creative execution. Because of the generous support of the many individuals, 
businesses, and organizations that share our mission and our passion. And because of our commit-
ment to transparent accountability, setting high performance benchmarks, and expending the  
energies to achieve, track, and document them.

USF’s tradition for innovation has been vital, as well. Innovation is in our collective DNA, and we’ll 
need it as we wrestle to redefine higher education amid numerous challenges.

John B. Ramil, Chair
Board of Trustees

So, what’s next?
The preceding pages tell a proud story of success during the  

five years of Transforming Higher Education for Global Innovation, 
Strategic Plan 2007–2012, some of the most difficult economic 

times in decades. Throughout these achievements, our academic 
community has kept a sharp and disciplined strategic focus on 

our core mission. On our goals, vision, and values.
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With its recent ascension in the ranks of the nation’s best and fastest growing 
public research universities, USF is positioning itself strongly as an innovative 
leader in fields from engineering and entrepreneurship to medicine and 
marine science.  Grammy nominations and international festival honors add 
luster to its academic reputation, and raise the stakes accordingly.

The continuing regional and global economic turmoil has imposed a new 
level of critique upon higher education, often criticized for its cost and 
questioned about its relevance. Let’s celebrate our successes of the past five 
years, and then quickly turn our attention to the next step on our bold path 
to the future.

President Genshaft has affirmed our shared commitment to accelerating the 
student success agenda. Provost Wilcox has assembled the academic talent 
and leadership team necessary to provide our students with a world-class 
education for the 21st century. Transforming Higher Education for Global 
Innovation, Strategic Plan 2007–2012 has established the trajectory. And  
goal-setting for the next exciting strategic plan is already underway.

I look forward to sharing the outcome of that conversation with you, and to 
witnessing USF’s continuing rise in stature as a premier research university 
dedicated to making a difference in the lives of our students, as well as in our 
community, our state, our nation, and the world.

John B. Ramil
Chair, Board of Trustees
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