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Patent Acquisition: Prospective of Clinician/Scientist 
The purpose of this presentation is to expose the lay person to the perspective of the clinician/scientist 
in the quest of a patent.  The possible types of patents that are achievable by the clinician include the 
discovery of new compounds, not unlike the role played by the basic scientist, and innovation through 
creation of new devices (interventional and non-interventional).  Other approaches could include new 
diagnostic tools and methods in clinical settings and patents that are innovative because they utilize   
currently available drugs for new clinical “disease” indications.  There will be ample opportunity devoted 
to questions and answers.    
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Biographical Information: 
 
During Dr. Bercu’s 27 year tenure at USF, some of his accomplishments include continuation of his 
scientific work while in NICHD (National Institute of Child Health and Human Development) at the NIH 
(National Institutes of Health) in the areas of neuroregulation of growth secretion (and the description of 
the clinical entity of GHND (Growth Hormone Neurosecretory Dysfunction) and sexual development.  
While at USF, Dr. Bercu described the clinical and molecular abnormalities in a unique child and kindred 
with generalized resistance to thyroid hormone (also known as the “Bercu” patient in the textbook, 
Thyroid).  Dr. Bercu is an author of 184 articles in scholarly journals and book chapters and has edited 
seven books.  Dr. Bercu served on the Endocrinologic and Metabolic Advisory Panel of the FDA and 
several NIH panels.  Dr. Bercu received grant funding from multiple sources, including government, 
foundations and pharmaceutical companies.  He is the holder of seven patents in the medical field.  
Dr. Bercu has lectured both nationally and internationally in his area of scientific expertise and on 
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bioethical/IRB issues.  He has organized over 40 international/national/regional symposia in various 
scientific areas and bioethics.  Dr. Bercu was chair of the USF Biomedical IRB as well as the USF Health 
Keynote Lecture Series.  As a clinician, Dr. Bercu has been recognized annually in the national edition of 
The Best Doctors in America.  Dr. Bercu has mentored junior clinical researchers and fellows from the 
United States and abroad.  He was honored in 1998 for his academic accomplishments and service to the 
University with the PEP (Professional Excellence Program) Award.  Dr. Bercu is a member of numerous 
professional societies including the prestigious SPR and the APS.  He has served and continues to serve 
on the editorial board of several prestigious scholarly journals.  Over the years, he has reviewed 
manuscripts for 33 scholarly journals including high impact journals such as the New England Journal of 
Medicine.  Dr. Bercu is a Founding Member of the National Academy of Inventors and is currently 
secretary of both the USF Chapter and the National Academy of Inventors.  
 

 


