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Translational Biomedical Research and Ethics of Stem Cell Therapy 
Proposed presentation will cover important milestones in stem cell therapy for treatment of 
neurological disorders, in particular the animal research data that provided the bases for clinical trials of 
cell transplantation in human patients.  In addition, the ethical dilemma that accompanies the use of 
stem cells will also be addressed. 
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Phone:    813-974-3154 
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Dept. Phone Number     813-974-3154 

 
 

Biographical Information: 
I have a broad background in regenerative medicine, with specific training and expertise in stem 
cell therapy.  I am considered a world leader in stem cell research for stroke therapy, with 
special interest in translational biomedical research, as demonstrated by my publications in the 
area of cell therapy in stroke over the last 15 years.  My highly innovative translational “bench to 
clinic” research has led to 3 FDA-approved clinical trials of cell transplantation in stroke, with 
additional INDs on cell therapy planned this year. After 5 years serving as an NIH Staff Fellow, I 
have received continuous multiple federal funding totaling over $10 million from the VA and NIH 
since joining the academe in 2002.  I am an author of more than 200 peer-reviewed publications 
and lead editor of 2 books, and serve as editor-in-chief, section editor and/or editorial board 
member of many scientific journals. I am a regular study section member of NIH NOMD and VA 
NURE, and have served as chair and reviewer of other various national and international 
funding agencies. I previously held the position of Professor with Tenure in the Department of 
Neurology at the Medical College of Georgia before accepting the position of Professor and 
Vice Chairman for Research in the Department of Neurosurgery and Brain Repair at the 
University of South Florida.   
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