
Seeking Repurposed Therapeutics for the
Treatment of Motor Neuron Disease

£5 million International Funding Call Open for Applications
Funding of up to £750k is available for 5 projects

LifeArc, a self-funded, non-profit medical research organisation is seeking innovative
proposals to boost drug repurposing in MND by investing at least £5m in preclinical
translation. The funding call is part of LifeArc’s multi-million pound MND Translational
Challenge to help accelerate scientific innovation and find new treatments for people living
with MND. 

LifeArc will provide funding and support for researchers and SMEs who possess a repurposed drug or drug combination and a
MND therapeutic target. Applicants will be required to develop project plans designed to deliver robust preclinical evidence to
facilitate drug prioritization for future clinical studies in MND.

LifeArc is a hub for drug repurposing expertise and translational research (see the links to applicant resources below) and will
provide successful applicants with advice and mentorship as well as access to a collaborative network of potential project
partners to enable the best chance of project success. Its track record in drug repurposing is extensive and it will work closely
with all funding recipients throughout the lifecycle of the project to help support the individual project needs. 

 Approaches of Interest: 

Preclinical stage research for drug repurposing in MND with a repurposed drug or drug combination, and existing
experimental evidence for an MND drug target, or, plans in the first milestone to evaluate a repurposed drug or drug
combination against a relevant MND drug target.
Project plans including biomarker guided approaches for repurposed drug-target engagement, mechanism and efficacy. 
Repurposed candidates must have achieved a minimum of clinical proof of concept, successfully completing, phase 2
clinical trials or market authorised drugs for the existing indication, not MND.

Submission Information:

Submission of a completed  Expression of Interest form  is required as part of the application process. Please visit the LifeArc
links below for more information about this funding call.

Useful Links:

LifeArc ‑ Drug Repurposing in MND
LifeArc ‑ Guiding Principles
LifeArc ‑ Repurposing Toolkit
LifeArc ‑ Webinar

Company information: LifeArc is a self-funding medical research charity that helps patients
get the best treatments that science can offer through the development of medicines,
diagnostics and treatments.

Request for Proposals

Opportunities sought

Research projects

Submissions
Please submit relevant, non-confidential opportunities 
to Roisin McNally at rmcnally@usf.edu 

Deadline: 10th May 2024 - 4:59 pm GMT 

Have any questions? 
Contact Roisin Mcnally at rmcnally@usf.edu

https://downloads.in-part.com/discover/campaigns/R9OjoQeZzvepZVg8/documents/Inpart_Life[%E2%80%A6]rapeutics_for_the_Treatment_of_Motor_Neurone_Diseases.docx
https://www.lifearc.org/focus-areas/neurodegeneration/motor-neuron-disease-translational-challenge/mnd-drug-repurposing-programme/
https://www.myname5doddie.co.uk/assets/media/Guiding%20principles%20for%20drug%20discovery%20and%20development%20in%20amyotrophic%20lateral%20sclerosis_Final.pdf
https://www.repurposingmedicines.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/qn1nZlm8d80?feature=shared
mailto:rmcnally@usf.edu
mailto:rmcnally@usf.edu



