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5/13/20: Federal Prosecutors Pursue Professors Over China Ties (Inside 

Higher Ed) An electrical engineering professor at the University of Arkansas, 

Simon Saw-Teong Ang, faces a charge of wire fraud for allegedly failing to 

disclose his ties with the Chinese government and Chinese companies in applying 

for grant funding from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. If 

convicted he faces up to 20 years in prison. Ang's attorney did not respond to a 

request for 

comment. https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2020/05/13/federal-

prosecutors-pursue-professors-over-china-ties  See also:  Arkansas Professor Is 

Accused of Hiding Chinese Funding (New York 
Times)   https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/11/us/politics/justice-department-

china-scientist.html 

  

  

5/13/20:  Chinese and Iranian hackers targeting US universities, healthcare 

firms amid coronavirus vaccine research: reports (Fox) American universities, 

pharmaceutical and other healthcare firms are being targeted by Chinese and 

Iranian hackers in the midst of the coronavirus crisis, according to reports.  The 

FBI and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, the cyber branch of 

the Department of Homeland Security, are expected to issue a “public service 

announcement” regarding China today, the Journal 

reports. https://www.foxnews.com/world/chinese-iranian-hackers-coronavirus-

vaccine-research See also:  Chinese, Iranian Hacking May Be Hampering 

Search for Coronavirus Vaccine, Officials Say (Wall Street 

Journal) https://www.wsj.com/articles/chinese-iranian-hacking-may-be-

hampering-search-for-coronavirus-vaccine-officials-say-
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11589362205?mod=searchresults&page=1&pos=1 See also:  5/11/20: U.S. 

Officials: Beware Of China And Others Trying To Steal COVID-19 Research 

(NPR) https://www.npr.org/2020/05/11/853696802/u-s-officials-beware-of-china-

and-others-trying-to-steal-covid-19-research 

  

  

5/13/20:  GAO Recommends Stepped-Up Guidance on Export Controls 
(Inside Higher Ed) A U.S. Government Accountability Office report released 

Tuesday recommends that the U.S. Departments of Commerce and State improve 

their guidance and outreach to universities in relation to export control 

regulations. The rules restrict the export of certain technologies and the sharing of 

those technologies with foreign nationals in the U.S., including international 

students and 

scholars. https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2020/05/13/gao-

recommends-stepped-guidance-export-controls 

  

  

5/13/20:  Coronavirus drugs trials must get bigger and more collaborative 

(Nature) The pandemic has given rise to too many small and uncontrolled clinical 

trials…. Researchers have rallied in unprecedented ways to defeat the coronavirus 

pandemic. They are retooling laboratories to focus on the virus; helping with 

testing efforts; and, in the case of clinician–researchers, working feverishly to 

carry out research studies while also treating patients in overwhelmed health-care 

systems….However, in the urgency to find treatments, other trials are smaller, do 

not always include a control group and don’t test medicines on enough patients to 

provide statistically meaningful results.  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-

020-01391-9 

  

  

5/13/20:  Meet this super-spotter of duplicated images in science papers 

(Nature) Elisabeth Bik quit her job to spot errors in research papers — and has 

become the public face of image 

sleuthing.  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01363-z  See 

also:  Publishers launch joint effort to tackle altered images in research papers 

(Nature) The world’s largest science publishers are teaming up to discuss how to 

automatically flag altered or duplicated images in research papers. A new working 

group — the first formal cross-industry initiative to discuss the issue — aims to set 

standards for software that screens papers for problematic images during peer 

review.  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01410-9 
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5/12/20:  Fired Emory University neuroscientist with ties to China sentenced 

on tax charge (Science) The saga of an Emory University neuroscientist who 

was fired in May 2019 after an investigation into his ties to China ended last week 

in a federal court. But the sentencing of Li Xiao-Jiang sheds little light on the 

politically explosive issue of foreign influences on U.S. research that has roiled the 

scientific community for the past 2 

years.  https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/fired-emory-university-

neuroscientist-ties-china-sentenced-tax-charge  See also:  Former Emory 

University professor and Chinese “Thousand Talents” participant convicted 

and sentenced for filing a false tax return (DOJ News 
Release) https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndga/pr/former-emory-university-

professor-and-chinese-thousand-talents-participant-convicted 

  

  
5/12/20: New “All About Grants” Podcast – All About Contracts (NIH 

Extramural News) Yes, we are talking about contracts in this next installment of 

the  NIH’s All About Grants podcast series. Our guests will be George Kennedy 

and Brian O’Laughlin, who are acquisition staff from the National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious Diseases and National Institute on Drug Abuse, 

respectively. The conversation (MP3 / Transcript) will introduce you to the world 

of contracts at NIH, what they are, how they differ from grants, where to find them, 

what types of research are solicited, tidbits to focus on when developing a 

proposal, and more.  https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2020/05/12/new-all-about-grants-

podcast-all-about-contracts/ 

  

  

5/12/20:  Coronavirus spells doom for federal cannabis legislation 

(Politico) Rep. Earl Blumenauer's (D-Ore.) road map for the current Congress 

ended in full legalization by the end of 2019.  But instead of a complete overhaul of 

the nation's cannabis laws in the 116th Congress, one chamber passed one 

cannabis bill on one issue. Impeachment killed the remaining momentum, and the 

coronavirus then changed the course entirely, torching the chances of any 

standalone cannabis legislation passing Congress this year.  The only remaining 

hope for the blueprint lies in attaching provisions to must-pass coronavirus aid or 

appropriations bills.  https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/12/coronavirus-

cannabis-legislation-252313 See also:  NCIA Asks The DEA Is Removed From 

Research Approval Process For Cannabis 

Research  https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/05/16015664/ncia-

asks-the-dea-is-removed-from-research-approval-process-for-cannabis-research 
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5/11/20:  Secretive Jasons to offer advice on how to reopen academic labs shut 
by pandemic (Science) Last month, some 30 members of Jason began to tackle 

the thorny question of how to reopen university laboratories safely in the midst of 

the coronavirus pandemic. Nobody is paying for the study, a rare departure for the 

group, whose work is usually financed by government agencies and often involves 

classified information. But the study’s leader, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) physicist Peter Fisher, says several federal agencies have 

expressed interest in the group’s analysis of the technical challenges facing every 

university that wants to resume research operations without jeopardizing the 

health of the faculty, students, and staff who work in those labs….Fisher hopes the 

report, due out next month, will help university officials and government agencies 

that are now drafting policies on 

reopening.  https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/secretive-jasons-have-

advised-united-states-nuclear-war-next-how-reopen-labs-pandemic# 

  

  

5/11/20:  Record-low science funding could slow research for coronavirus cure 
(Axios) The coronavirus pandemic "comes at a time when the U.S. federal 

government’s investments in science are at the lowest levels in many years," Abby 

Joseph Cohen and Michael Hao Wu of Goldman Sachs Research write in a recent 

note to clients…."The federal government now plays a much smaller role in 

advancing science than it did in the past. The consequence of this trend is 

particularly damaging for basic research, which depends on the government as its 

main source of funding." https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-record-low-science-

funding-b8fa8455-aee4-476d-a01d-3966c1493934.html 
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