
Guidelines for Serving Alcohol at USF Tampa 
 

The USF Alcohol Policy provides broad guidelines for the consumption of alcohol on campus. The policy 
gives discretion to Deans and Vice Presidents for approving the service of alcohol at campus events that 
aren’t geared towards undergraduate students. However, it is possible that undergraduates or those 
below legal drinking age may be present at events where alcohol is served. 
 
To assist administrators in making the decision to allow alcohol service, the Substance Education and 
Awareness Team (SEAT) offers these guidelines for approving events at which alcohol will be served. The 
guidelines below are not applicable to DSO’s and Aramark which have their own stringent guidelines for 
serving alcohol. 
 
 
What is an event? 
 
An event is a function on a USF system campus which is either publicized, open to the general public or 
broader campus community, or which may include people under the age of 21. Small departmental or 
unit functions which are not open to the public or broader campus community, are not widely 
publicized, or do not include people under the age of 21, would not be considered an event under this 
policy and an approval process is not required.  If you are uncertain about whether you need to obtain 
approval, you are encouraged to check with your Dean or Vice President. 
 
 
Alcohol Service Guidelines 

 
1. If alcohol is being sold, only licensed and approved caterers may provide the alcohol. 

2. When alcohol is being served at an event, USF’s Event Approval Form must be signed by the 
appropriate Dean, Vice President, or designee and a copy submitted to University Police. The 
approving authority should also keep a copy of the form for their records. 

3. Unattended, open containers of alcohol are not permissible. The person submitting the Alcohol 
Service Approval Form is responsible for identifying an individual of legal drinking age who is 
present at the event and can remove the alcohol at the end of the event. 

4. All individuals being served alcohol must carry identification proving that they are of legal 
drinking age if asked. 

5. Kegs and other mass service containers are not permitted at USF events unless being served by 
a DSO, Aramark, or other approved catering company. 

6. Ideally, when alcohol is being served, it should be in a room or contained area to ensure that 
underaged individuals do not have free access to alcohol. 

7. In larger events at which alcohol is being sold, it is strongly encouraged that anyone serving 
alcohol has completed Responsible Beverage Server training. 

8. Individuals who are obviously intoxicated may not be served alcohol. 

9. Any event at which alcohol is served should include food, light snacks, etc. 

10. Any event at which alcohol is served should also include the availability of non‐alcoholic 
beverages. 

http://ctr.usf.edu/alcohol/event

